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CHRISTIAN FRIEND, 

Let me commend to you this work, under- 
taken, I would fain trust, in the spirit of prayer, and ask from 
you a petition, that it may accomplish the end whereunto it 
aimeth. 

I would commend it to you on several grounds, the which 
were my inducements to pen, and then to publish, it 

And first, though the work will be bulky, without making 
it so, I could not attain one object, namely, to give a prayer for 
the morning and evening of each day in our ecclesiastical year. 
And this I deemed desirable, because, where prayeri are fre- 
quently repeated, there is the fear that a feeling of formality 
may be begotten; and, consequently, the less frequent the 
repetition, the less must be the fear that mere formality will 
take the place of the spirit, which only can make our words, 
however scriptural and correct they may be, into prayers. 



Then the prayers are short; hut, my ohject heiug to induce, 
if possible, a more universal adoption of that wholesome and 
holy practise, the meeting of a family for morning and evening 
worship, I conceived that it would he best promoted by short 
forms. The mind, so apt to wander, has scarcely time to do so, 
if it be yielded to the spirit of prayer with the opening words, 
ere the short prayer is closed. 

The short prayer in the morning does not inconveniently 
interfere with the progress of household duties; and, in the 
evening, it permits a sufficient space of time for the reading of 
a portion of Scripture, with a comment, which I would presume 
most strongly to recommend and urge for general adoption. 

The short prayer allows no excuse to the man of business, 
that he has not time to call his household around him, to ask 
with one voice a blessing from God, and to acknowledge His 
sovereignty, and seek His aid for each day. 

The short prayer admits no plea for the omission of our 
private devotions in our own chamber, for which, household 
worship can never be a substitute ; and it never will be attempted 
to be made so by the praying Christian. 

The short prayer admits, without inconvenience, of the 
introduction of petitions suited to particular occasions. 



And, lastly, the short prayer accords with the form which 
our blessed Lord Himself taught and commanded us to use ; 
and which, it is surely not necessary to remark, I intend 
should be universally added to each of the following prayers. 

I hope I do not presume when I say, that my sole object 
in this publication has been to glorify God, by endeavouring 
to promote a spirit of prayer, without which an attendance in 
the house of God is but a mockery. Let us teach men to pray 
at home, and they must come to "the house of prayer." And, 
in this consists one of the chiefest excellencies of our District 
visiting societies, that the visitors urge a spirit of prayer, and 
bring among their poorer brethren the word of God, with 
prayer, that it may be sanctified to their souls' comfort. 

May He, who only can do it, bless my work; may the 
great Advocate of all men, plead for those who use it; and 
may the Holy Spirit sanctify every heart to accompany the 
lips which shall read, and the ears which shall hear, its words. 

Christian friend, whoever you are, to whom these lines 
come, may God give you grace to be sober, and watch uuto 
prayor, and may the end of you and mc be eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 



PRAYERS. 



2 FIRST SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

GOD, the King of glory, who hast once appeared 
upon earth in man's nature, to suffer for our redemp- 
tion, and hast ascended into heaven to sit on the right 
hand of God, until Thou shalt come again in Thy 
glory to judge both the quick and dead, inspire us, 
we beseech Thee, with such a sense of Thy mercy and 
love, of Thy power and majesty, that we may walk here 
as Thy redeemed, and be prepared to reign with Thee 
in the glory which awaits Thy saints in heaven. 
Raise us, both in body and spirit, from the sleep of sin 
.into which we so continually fall, that we slumber not 
to our eternal destruction. Enable us to see our 
danger, and to understand the snares which sur- 
round us on every side ; make us to know that we 
have a fight to fight as we pass through this world ; 
that we may be strong in Thee, and in the power of 
Thy might. And do Thou let Thy Holy Spirit be 
especially present with us this day, as we go into Thy 
house, that our hearts may be bent with our knees, 
and that we may feel and know where we are and what 
we have to do. We pray, Lord not only for ourselves, 
but for all who shall enter with us this day into Thy 
courts ; may we all be one by Thy Spirit, and bless 
we beseech Thee, such as are kept from assembling 
themselves together in the house of prayer by sickness 
or necessity ; enable them to join us in spirit, though 
the body be absent, and remove their hinderances from 
them speedily. And be Thou present with us, ac- 
cording to Thy promise, now, and in all our meetings 
in Thy name, blessed Saviour and God. Amen. 



IN ADVENT. 3 

EVENING. 

ETERNAL God and Father, who didst, in pare 
mercy, send Thine only Son Jesus Christ to dwell in 
the form of man upon earth, to be our example, and 
by death to redeem us from the power of sin and Satan, 
that we might be Thy people, and Thou our God, 
visit us, in this our day of trial and temptation, we 
pray Thee, and give us grace and strength to meet 
its difficulties and to conquer. Turn our eyes, 
with unwavering earnestness to Him, our Saviour ; 
and at this time especially, prepare our hearts by the 
purifying influence of Thy Spirit, that they may be- m 
come Thy temples, whence Thy voice may be heard 
speaking in us and by us. O Lord, we have entered 
this day into Thine house ; we have stood before Thee 
with the language of adoration ; we have bent in 
prayer ; we have sat to hear Thine anointed minister 
utter Thy word, and give warning ; but in all this, 
we would own, with humble and contrite hearts, 
that we have come very far short of our duty, 
of what we owe to Thee. O Lord, pardon us; 
ere we lie down to rest, blot out our sin ; for Jesus's 
sake be merciful unto us, and remember not our 
offence, which how small soever it may seem to man, 
we know to be great, and destructive of both soul and 
body, unless washed out in the blood of the Lamb. 
So wash us, O Lord, that when our Saviour Christ 
shall appear, we may be ready to meet Him; may have 
finished our course in faith, and won, through Thy 
Spirit's aid, the crown of glory which He purchased for 
us. Yea, Lord, grant this for His sake. Xmcu. 



4 MONDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

MOST gracious Lord, eternal and self-existent God r 
we, Thine unworthy, Thy sinful creatures come into 
Thy presence, bold in the confidence which we have 
of Thy mercy in Christ Jesus ; but trembling lest our 
sins should cause Thee to turn Thy face from us. Yet, 
since Thou wouldest not,. O Lord, that any should per- 
ish ; since Thou art not extreme to mark what we do 
amiss, we dare to flee unto Thee, as a sure and cer- 
tain refuge, in whom we may place all our confidence 
and trust; we dare to look up, to Thee, and petition 
for Thy favor, to ask Thine aid. Give to each one 
of us patience, and a persevering spirit in well doing ; 
make us zealous of good works ; incline our hearts 
unto Thy law; shew us Thy will, and teach us Thy 
commandments. Pour upon us of Thy Holy Spirit 
without measure ; that we may work now whilst it is 
called day ; that we may labor earnestly to secure the 
prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus ; and may 
assist each other in running the race that is set before 
us. Oh, enable us to see that we are all members 
of one family, not merely as an earthly household, 
but as a heavenly ; that we are all the redeemed of 
one Saviour, the creatures of one God, that we may 
strive with each other and so advance together as 
Christians ; growing more and more in the knowledge 
and love of Thee and of Thy Son Jesus Christ, for 
whose sake we pray Thee to receive these our peti- 
tions and also those He Himself has taught us : — 
Our Father, 



ADVENT SUNDAY, 5 

EVENING. 

LORD, we would now offer unto Thee our evening 
sacrifice of prayer and praise. Open Thou our lips, we 
beseech Thee, that we may do it aright, and give us 
such enduring faith and trust in Thy dear Son, that 
it may be acceptable with Thee. Make us duly sen- 
sible of the uncertainty of life ; shew us the dangers 
which surround, the evils that threaten, that we may 
have a full sense of Thy mercy in preserving us to 
meet here together at the close of another day. If we 
have escaped the commission of any grievous sin 
whereto we were tempted through its continuance, 
oh, give us thankful hearts for the spirit of grace 
which restrained us. And make us mindful that 
the good things which we have received during 
its hours were all Thy gifts, the fruits of Thine 
abundant love to Thy unworthy creatures. Do 
Thou so impress us with a holy and just sense of 
this love, that we may love Thee above all things ; 
that we may seek Thee with the fervor of a growing 
affection, and do Thy work and bidding in every hour. 
Shew us our blessed Saviour as He went about, engag- 
ed in Thy business, and enable us to do the same, for 
Thou art our common Father. Give us an earnest 
desire to study His character, to imitate His example, 
to understand His holy disposition, that we may reflect 
back upon the world so great, so glorious, and heavenly 
a life, doing good to all within our reach, but giving 
to Thee and Thee only the glory. We beseech Thee 
to hear us for His sake, Jesus Christ our Lord % AjnetL 



6 TUESDAY AFTER 

MORNING 

MERCIFUL God, and everlasting Father, hear, 
we beseech Thee, the prayers with which we now come 
into Thy presence in humility of spirit, and vouchsafe 
an answer to all those petitions which with true faith 
we offer unto Thee. We own, O Lord, that our faith 
is very weak, and we have need to tremble in our belief, 
for our sins are many, and each day renews them. 
Oh, help us, for we are not sufficient of ourselves to 
think anything as of ourselves. Guide us, for we 
continually err and stray from thy ways, because we 
lack the illumination of Thy Spirit. Teach us, for 
we know not what is good for us, nor the things which 
we ought to ask of Thee. Yet we do know that we 
have an Advocate ; we believe that Jesus is a very 
present help to all who seek Him, and that, if we come 
unto Him, we shall not be cast out. Seal this holy, 
this comfortable assurance on the hearts of each one 
of us, we earnestly beseech Thee. Shew us that 
Jiving way by which we may approach the mercy-seat, 
and find comfort, consolation, and peace. Take us, 
one and all, into Thine hands, Lord ; mould and 
fashion us, that we may bear upon our souls and 
hearts the likeness of Him, in whose steps we ought to 
walk, by whose example we ought to live, Jesus 
Christ our life. Oh, do thou, most merciful God, go 
forth with us into the world this day to keep us from 
its temptations and snares ; its follies and vain designs 
whose very breath is death, and preserve us in the 
faith of thy dear Son for His own sake. Amen. 



ADVENT SUNDAY. 7 

EVENING. 

LORD God, who art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, and who wilt not clear the guilty, so cleanse 
us, who would now meet Thee in prayer, from the 
taint of sin, that we may rejoice in Thy presence, 
find comfort to our souls, and be satisfied. Oh, 
pardon us our many vain imaginations this day ; our 
unprofitable thoughts, whereby we have wasted oppor- 
tunities, neglected means, and lost most precious time. 
Forgive all idle words which may have escaped our 
lips, and blotted the record of this day's doings with a 
detail of sin. Recall to us how much we might, and 
how little we have done, as the precious hours of 
another day have gone by, and the shadows of another 
evening have closed upon us. Yea, Lord, mercifully 
draw our minds to a patient and anxious inquiry into 
the unthought of, because mistakenly conceived small, 
offences of our lives. We err herein, we deceive our- 
selves, and shew too surely that the truth is not in us ; 
for we know it is written, the soul that sinneth, it 
shall die. Thy word has declared it ; but we must 
condemn ourselves that we have not studied Thy 
word, as the book of life; that we have not pondered Thy 
commandments as the rule of our doings, nor read our 
blessed Lord's example as given for us to mark and 
follow. Oh, teach us better things; strengthen us 
where we have been weak, and, where in error, enlighten 
and correct. Turn us, good Lord, and so shall we be 
turned, be merciful unto us and forgive us our sins 
and lead us for the time to come, for Jesus Christ's sake, 
our Saviour and God. Amen. 



8 WEDNESDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

ETERNAL God, our Father, we Thy rebellious 
children again approach Thee with the accents of 
prayer. Let Thy Spirit enable us to pray, and give 
us humble hearts that our petitions may be available 
with Thee. Shew unto us the riches of Thy grace, 
the great and boundless extent of Thy love towards 
the whole human race. Make us, in each hour, to see 
Thy fatherly hand guiding, Thy paternal arm shelter- 
ing us. Enable us, in the dawn of each returning day, 
to perceive Thy goodness which protected us through 
the darkness of another night ; and bring us day by 
day, on our knees, in our chambers to Thyself with 
the power of prayer, the voice of thanksgiving. Oh, 
that we could not only realise Thy love, but make 
some acknowledgment, some return, though it be fee- 
ble, and all unequal as a return, for Thy mercies* Oh, 
that we could proclaim those mercies ; and, in entire 
dependence on Thy love in Christ Jestis, could throw 
ourselves into Thine arms, and hide ourselves in Thy 
bosom from the evils and disquietudes of life ; could 
there find a harbour of peace and rest even amid the tur- 
moils of time. Oh, that we could seek less of comfort 
in our distress from the world, and less of ease in our 
sorrows from men, and be led to find in Thee a Com- 
forter who cannot fail, a Friend ever ready, a God 
plenteous in goodness. Oh, that we could cast all our 
care upon Him who careth for us, even Christ, and 
in His strength be strong to combat every evil of life, 
every design of our enemy the devil. Grant it, Lord, 
and every other we need for His sake. Amen. 



ADVENT SUNDAY. 9 

EVENING. 

O LORD, we are Thy children, the creatures of 
Thine hands. Thou hast made and fashioned us in 
every part : Thou hast loved and preserved us : Thou 
hast showered down benefits upon us great and vast,, 
and, when we forfeited our birthright, and there was 
no way of escape because of our rebellion and sin, 
Thou didst send Thine only Son to redeem us, and to 
renew us as Thy children by adoption and grace, Oh, 
the riches of Thy mercy and love — the boundless ex- 
tent of Thy affection for us. We cannot know it, 
because our love is human ; we cannot appreciate it* 
because we are of the earth, and Thou art in heaven, 
and Thy love, O Lord, is divine. Teach us, we pray 
Thee, to know more of this great love ; to feel its 
value more deeply ; to understand it more fully, and 
to shew our sense of it in acts of obedience, de- 
pendence, and filial fear. Make us to walk before 
Thee as children, who look for a tender father's 
assistance, who continually ask his aid, and cleave 
to the outstretched hand lest they fall. Teach us 
that trust which our infant hours knew ; that holy 
confidence, which shall make us dare every thing to 
win Christ and be found of him. Remove from us 
the vain hopes which life and life's best gifts can 
raise or cherish ; and ere they lead us into error or 
sin, shew us their hollowness. Yea, Lord, remove 
from us every hinderance to our coming unto Thee, 
and be in all things our Father, and establish us aa 
Thy children for Jesus Christ's sake; Amen. 



10 THURSDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O GOD, we are again met together in Thy dear 
Son's name, to commit ourselves to Thy holy keeping 
through another day. Oh, preserve us, we beseech 
Thee by Thy great power in body, soul, and spirit, 
against all the temptations to which human nature 
is subject, and against those especially which most 
easily beset us. We are very weak and prone to evil, 
we go astray continually and err from Thy ways ; we 
forsake the paths of peace, and walk after our own 
inventions ; we love the things of life and time, and 
sense, and smile upon the pleasures of the world, and 
take our ease as if this were our habitation. And yet, 
O Lord, Thy merciful monitor reminds us, at times, 
from within, that all is not right with us ; busy con- 
science will not let us continue in the deadness which 
things of time encourage. Make its warnings to be 
more loud, and more frequent, gracious Lord. 
Suffer us not to fall away from Thee, to sacrifice the 
redemption wrought for us, to forfeit the salvation 
which a dying Saviour purchased by his blood : but 
look upon us, and all who, from day to day, may kneel 
around our household altar. Whether young or old, 
let Thy mercy visit them ; whether friends, or relations, 
or neighbours, let Thy blessing rest upon them, and 
make our prayers now and ever effectual for all on 
whose behalf they may be uttered, that a blessing may 
attend us ; that Thy grace may accompany us, and that 
we may find Thy peace indeed to pass all under- 
standing. Grant this we beseech Thee for Thy dear 
Son's sake, Jesus Christ. Amen, 



ADVENT SUNDAY. 11 

EVENING. 

LORD God, oar Governor and King ; we would 
now ask Thee to look upon our nation, and the people 
for whom Thou hast done such great things ; yet we 
must ask Thee to do it in mercy, and to deal with us in 
love. We are a simple people, Lord ; we walk as if 
we were gods, and Thou wert not ; our rulers rule 
in the fear of men more than of Thee, and Thy name 
is a mere by- word among us. We make a mock at 
sin, and iniquity is our pleasure. Christianity, it is 
true, is our profession, but our practice is idolatry; 
and each of us must confess that we indeed worship 
the creature more than the Creator. Our young men 
go after their own inventions, and our women seek to 
add folly to folly ; youth and age move hand in hand 
after evil, and iniquity abounds. Thy temples are 
deserted, and the halls of pleasure filled ; the assembled 
in Thine own house are too lifeless to give a hearty 
response to the fervent prayer, and piety is almost an 
unknown thing. Forms and ritual observances have 
their ardent votaries, and the Spirit in vain strives to 
bring them back to the love of Thee. We earnestly 
intreat Thy mercy and love to deal with us as with wan- 
dering children ; to correct us, but to spare. Turn us, 
good Lord, that we may be turned : mould our hard 
hearts into a better frame ; stir up our cold spirits to a 
holy glow ; beam brightly on our rulers, and give our 
senators wisdom, that virtue may grow and abound, 
and that Thy name may be magnified among us for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



12 FRIDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

LORD God, Thou high and holy One who in- 
habitest eternity, yet watchest the sons of men to 
hear and bless them, hear the voice of our thanks- 
giving, we pray Thee, and for Jesus Christ's sake 
make it sincere. Let it not, O Lord, be the empty 
service of the lips ; let us not be satisfied to say to 
Thee, — we rejoice, blessed be Thy name, O God, for 
our rejoicing, — for we know that all acceptable service 
is of the heart, and shewn in the life, and we would 
jejoice before Thee in the land of the living. Open 
Thou, O Lord, our mouths, and our lips shall speak 
Thy praise : touch our hearts, and they shall echo 
back the feeling; rule our lives, and every hour 
shall tell that we are Thine, through Christ, our Lord 
and Governor. Oh, how excellent is Thy name in 
all the world, how great are Thy marvels, how 
glorious Thy doings, even for the rebellious sons of 
men. Thou pitiest them, and, therefore, they are 
spared ; Thou lovest them, and therefore, they live. 
Oh, give us life, lest, living, we be dead; give us 
grace, lest, speaking, we utter lies, and, entering into 
Thy presence with indifference, we secure the hy- 
pocrite's fate. Hear us, good Lord, and bless us with 
all spiritual blessings ; yea, bless us, one and all — 
bless us in our friends, in our businesses, in our 
pleasures. Sanctify us in all our doings ; make 
all things to work together for our good, and keep us 
as Thine own, for the love Thou bearest to Thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and God. Amen. 



ADVENT SUNDAY. 13 

EVENING. 

LORD, we come before Thee, as sinners lost and 
condemned, against whom the sentence has gone forth , 
and who must die unless Christ prevail for us. We 
come, as helpless, destitute, and poor, and unable to 
bear up or struggle against the flesh and sin which 
reigns in our mortal bodies, if Christ be not our 
strength and present help in every trouble. We come 
as penitents seeking pardon, and asking peace which 
that Christ has secured and promised to us, if we 
seek and wrestle for them. We, therefore, come, 
pleading His name, relying on His merits, confident 
in His mercy, sure in His love. We come, because 
He lived to shew us how to die, and died that we 
might live. We come, because He is yet our Advo- 
cate and Friend, who will never leave us nor forsake 
is, nor suffer us to lack anything that is good. And 
Lord, we come, because we have tried the world, 
and it has profited us nothing ; we have sought the 
smiles of friends, but they could not prevail, and we 
have looked for joy, and peace, and ease, but could no 
where find them, save from Thee only. Oh, make us 
to rest ever on Thee ; to seek Thee early and late, to 
study Thy law, to delight in Thy way ; to speak of it 
wheresoever we go ; to be influenced by it whatsoever 
we do ; that all men may know that we are Thy 
disciples, and that we may have the more precious 
witness in our hearts that we are Thine. Oh, grant 
these our petitions, and preserve us by Thy great 
power, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



14 SATURDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O LORD, who hast promised to all who thirst, living 
water, which shall quench that thirst for ever if they 
will only come unto Thee and drink; we beseech Thee 
to open our eyes that we may see our need, and then 
by Thy Spirit to draw us unto Thee, that our wants 
may be supplied. Teach us, O Lord, as we feel a ne- 
cessity for meat and drink which nourish the body, 
and preserve life, so ever to perceive the necessity for 
our souls sustenance, of that bread which came down 
from heaven, and of that drink which Thou only canst 
supply : make us to see it as a daily want, and daily 
to flee to Thee as creatures desirous to be saved from 
danger, and fearing death ; as beings, invited to come 
and take freely of the water of life, to come without 
money, and to receive without price. And, oh, inspire 
us with a due sense of the great, the inestimable value 
of this gift, so freely and so fully offered. We pray 
Thee to instil into the hearts of all Thy worship- 
ing people every where, a like desire for Thy gift ; 
that we may be a people living according to Thy law, 
working Thy work, and promoting Thy glory ; that 
Thou mayest see of the travail of Thy soul and be 
satisfied. Especially bless us who are now met toge- 
ther, and all near and dear to us, with such spiri- 
tual blessings ; let Thy favor rest upon us as a house- 
hold ; give unto us, each as Thou seest best; and make 
us, whatsoever be Thy doings, content, knowing that 
Thou workest in love for us all. And so dispose us to- 
wards each other that we may be of one mind, serving 
Thee our God and Saviour in all things. Amen. 



ADVENT SUNDAY. lo 

EVENING. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast vouchsafed to speak 
to Thy people from time to time by Thy holy prophets, 
and who didst open their mouths of old to tell won- 
drous things for our instruction ; Thou who hast, in 
these latter days, spoken to us by Thine own Son, 
who declared Thy holy will in language plain and 
clear, be merciful to us, and open our hearts to receive 
Him in ^ill His fulness ; to hearken unto Him as 
our best friend, our wisdom, our righteousness, our 
great exemplar ; to sit at His feet in patient attention, 
as He speaks to us in His word. And that we may do 
this more effectually, oh, lead us to a right preparation 
for the duties of the morrow ; make us to remem- 
ber that it is Thy day, not to be spent in thoughtless- 
ness, or in pleasure, much less in business, which are 
all sin, and sink the soul in ruin for ever and 
ever. Lead us with willing and cheerful feet to Thine 
House; with glad hearts to meet Thy people, and to 
join in the prayers and praises of those who are there 
met together in Thy dear Son's name, according 
to Thine appointment. Yea, Lord, may we never 
forget that, as we there meet in faith on earth, and 
there worship in spirit and in truth, remembering in 
whose name we pray, and in whom is our hope, even 
our Saviour Christ, so will be our hopes of heaven ; 
so our trust and confidence that, this life ended, we 
may join the holy company of heaven, and evermore 
praise and worship Thee O Father, to whom with the 
Son and Holy Ghost, one God, we would ascribe do- 
minion glory and power, now aad for ever. Xmaii. 



JG SECOND SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O GOD, who hast caused all holy scriptures to be 
written for our learning ; and hast in mercy preserved 
such record of Thy will and word to our day, receive 
our humble praises for this among Thy many and 
great mercies shewn to man. Give us a full sense of 
its value, and of the responsibility it brings upon us. 
And, because we can know this only by Thy # Spirit's 
aid, send that Spirit into our hearts, that He may 
prepare them to receive the Scriptures as those sacred 
records, in which life and immortality are brought to 
light, and by a strict obedience to which only we can 
work out our own salvation. May he shew us from 
them the path of life ; the way of salvation ; and 
convince us of those great and solemn truths, which 
the vain philosophy of this world cannot receive, nor 
man's best reason, unaided by Thy Spirit's light, com- 
prehend. May He accompany us this day into Thine 
house, and keep us, whilst there, from vain imagina- 
tions, wandering thoughts, and unprofitable desires. 
May he lead us to a child-like obedience ; a patient 
attention to Thee and Thy word. And, oh, may He 
influence all Thy ministering servants, shewing them 
the things of Christ, and making them faithful under- 
shepherds of Thy flock, prayerful teachers, diligent 
students, and, above all, devoted servants of their 
Master, Christ, that they may feed His sheep with 
wholesome food, and, at the last, be with their people, 
of the one fold, under Him the great Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



IN ADVENT. 17 

EVENING. 

LORD, eternal and invisible, the Father, who 
rulest over all, blessed be Thy glorious name for ever 
and ever. O Lord Jesus, one with the Father, 
Jehovah, our Saviour, blessed be Thy glorious name, 
for ever and ever. O Lord, the Holy Spirit, one with 
the Father and the Son, Creator and Sanctifier, blessed 
be Thy glorious name for ever and ever. Let all na- 
tions declare Thy glory, our triune God : let all people 
worship 'thee as one, and adore Thy name from ever- 
lasting to everlasting. Thy mercies are over all Thy 
works, and all lands declare them in unceasing strains. 
The winds tell of Thy mercy, and the sun proclaims 
it ; the bright stars praise Thee, and the silent moon 
does Thee homage. Oh, awaken in the hearts of Thy 
reasoning creatures a like desire ; teach us to walk in 
Thy service, and to obey Thy will ; so shall we be 
blest, and indeed praise Thee ; so follow our one ex- 
ample, Christ, who went about doing good; who 
finished the work He had to do, and so glorified His 
Father. And, because the time is at hand ; because 
the day of our lives is far spent ; and death and 
judgment are nigh, how nigh we know not ; oh, esta- 
blish us now, ere this Sabbath close, by thy good 
Spirit Set our feet upon the rock ; order our goings ; 
make our lips to praise Thee ; our hearts to serve Thee ; , 
our lives to do Thee homage ; and grant that each of 
us may so glorify Thee whilst on earth, that we may 
join the glorious company in heaven, singing Holy, 
holy, holy Lord God Almighty, which was and is and 
is to come; Amen and Amen, 
c 



18 MONDAY AFTER SECOND 



MORNING. 



O GOD, our God, early would we serve Thee; 
thus early would we come unto Thee, dedicating our- 
selves, our souls and bodies this day to Thee, by doing 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We bless 
Thee for the privileges we yesterday enjoyed, for the 
instruction we received, the truths we heard; may 
they be bound upon our hearts, and shewn in our 
lives; may this and every day to come witness to the 
world that we are Thy disciples; may our conversa- 
tion be such as becometh Thy redeemed ; beings 
formed for heaven, and only to be strangers and pil- 
grims upon earth, waiting for a better inheritance. May 
all who heard those truths, remember them in their prac- 
tise. Pour out more abundantly of Thy Holy Spirit 
upon us, that Thy word read and preached may take 
more effect; may be like the gladdening breezes of 
Spring, felt and acknowledged wheresoever they fall. 
Be Thou a lantern to our feet and a light unto our 
paths ; shew to all that be in error the light of Thy 
truth, and guide us onward, that we may perfect ho- 
liness in the fear of Thee : that we may daily see 
more and more of Thy mercy, and have, at the last, 
joy and peace in believing ; that holy consolation 
which the world can neither give nor take away, but 
which, begun upon earth, shall be perfected in heaven. 
Oh, lead us all to this ; may not one of us fall short ; 
but may we earnestly pray for each other as well as 
for ourselves, that we may all enjoy the inestimable 
privilege, which we seek in its author Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT 19 

EVENING. 

LORD, who didst never refuse to hear the 
prayer offered to Thee in faith through Thy dear Son; 
who hast ever kept Thine ear open to the desires of 
Thine erring sinful creatures, when they would iurn 
unto Thee in penitence; would seek, Thy favor and 
pardoning grace; look upon this family, a small 
household, we beseech Thee ; pour upon us now and 
ever, when we thus meet and worship Thee, the very 
spirit of prayer and supplication ; open our mouths 
to utter the desires of our hearts; make us to seek, 
as our first and chief good, Thy kingdom and righte- 
ousness, and give us an unwavering trust in Thy 
gracious promise, that all temporal blessings shall be 
added to us. Break down in our hearts every feeling 
of pride or rebellion which may lurk there : and, as 
we have too often fallen into sin, and slumbered in 
indifference, waken us up in Thy likeness ; yea, turn 
us, good Lord, and so shall we be turned. Make us 
to be all of one heart and one mind, doing all things 
in the faith and fear of Thee, remembering that for 
every thought, word, and deed, we must give an ac- 
count, and bear Thy wrath, if they be found light 
in the scale of unerring justice, in which they will be 
tried. Yet, Lord, we would ask of Thee to bless each 
one of us with health and strength ; and to endue us 
with patience and resignation if they be denied. And 
now, Lord, let Thy holy angels have charge over us 
this night; keep us through its darkness from all evil, 
and raise us on the morrow to its duties and privi- 
leges, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



20 TUESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

GOD, our Maker, Thou Governor of the Universe, 
we approach Thee in humility, but with faith; we 
believe that Thou hast created us for Thyself; that 
Theu didst redeem us because Thy love to the fallen 
sons of Adam was great, and that Thou wouldest have 
all men to be saved. Save us, we beseech Thee; point 
out to us, we pray Thee, the path of life; lead us in 
the way in which we ought to go, and be very merciful 
unto us. We have great need of Thy pardoning grace ; 
we have gone far out of the way; our feet have wan- 
dered, and our hearts have longed for fleshly things; 
we have lusted after the profits and pleasures of life, 
and our friends have been found among the godless, 
the careless, the impenitent. Oh, how seldom do we 
go forth to speak of Thy mercy, a Saviour's love, a 
Holy Spirit's power. How faint, when we do so speak, 
are our accents, how few our words. How dead are 
we in defence of spiritual, how warm in our support 
of worldly, philosophy. Pardon, O good Lord, our past 
transgressions, and give us strength to amend for the 
future; turn us from all error and sin; strive with each 
one of us according to his need, and supply his neces- 
sities, and give us all obedient prayerful spirits. Let 
the light of Thy countenance be our comfort, Thine 
aid our trust; teach us an unwavering faith, and 
establish us by Thy good Spirit, that we may rejoice 
here in every meeting, and in the world to come may 
meet at Thy right hand to part no more, but to join 
in one chorus of praise and blessing to the triune deity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for ever and ever. Amea. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 21 

EVENING. 

TO Thee, O Lord, our God, belong mercies and 
forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Thee, 
though we have not obeyed Thy voice, nor walked 
according to Thy will and law. Yea, Lord, Thou art 
long suffering; Thy mercy is great, and over all Thy 
works. Oh, make us to experience it in our journey 
through life ; in all our goings encompass us, and let 
Thy fatherly care keep us, that we stumble not, nor 
fall. Shelter us from the storms, and support us 
though the trials, of life. Strengthen us by faith to 
meet the ills which cleave to humanity, and to bear 
up against the sorrows which may overtake us. Pre- 
pare us, O God, for visitations, as proofs of Thy 
goodness and love, that, when they come, we may not 
be moved, but stand fast, knowing whom we have as 
a rod and staff which will neither bend nor break 
under our weight but which is stronger and more firm, 
the more fully we lean upon it. Regard each of us, 
we beseech Thee, according to our several necessities; 
and, as we have need, so make Thy supply. But, 
above all things, keep us from pride and presumption, 
from a haughty spirit ; shew us the folly, weakness, 
and sin, of boasting in any human power or attain- 
ment, which pass away at the breath of Thy displea- 
sure ; which cannot stand if Thou speakest the word 
" Return/ ' But, if we will boast, oh, let it be that we 
are saved by grace, and that not of ourselves, but as 
Thy free gift, through Jesus Christ, to whom with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, 
now and evermore. Amen. 



22 WEDNESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O ETERNAL God, who hast made all men, and 
hatest nothing that Thou hast made ; who wouldest 
have all come unto Thee, to obtain that salvation 
which they cannot secure by their own strength or 
merits, we humbly beseech Thee, mercifully to 
look upon the whole race of mankind, wheresoever 
they may be, or by whatever name called. Break 
down all hinderances in their hearts to a right and 
ready reception of the truth as it is in Jesus. Sub- 
due all false notions of human power and perfection, 
and shew them unto themselves in the filthy rags of 
their own righteousness, which is but defilement and 
sin. And shed abroad in the hearts of all who name 
the name of Christ such love as He exhibited, that 
each one may seek to become an instrument of good 
to his fellows ; may look upon them all as brethren ; 
the children of one common Father ; the creatures of 
one over-ruling Providence: the redeemed of one 
Saviour, and for all of whom the Spirit waits with 
His sanctifying power and influence, to make them 
temples of the living God. Especially, we pray Thee, 
to turn our eyes ever on our Saviour's life, and prac- 
tise, as the one rule to guide us ; that we may re- 
member we ought to be about our Father's business; 
rejoicing, as privileged creatures, to be engaged in 
so holy a work, so high a calling. O Lord, hear our 
petitions, and answer speedily we most earnestly en- 
treat Thee, that we may live up to our profession, as 
the called, and pledged servants of a holy God, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 23 

EVENING. 

LORD, to whom prayer, the outpouring of an 
humble and contrite heart is acceptable, give us that 
holy preparation, and accept us in our sen-ice, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. We must own that we have often, 
yea, this day, too frequently sinned by thought, word, 
and deed against Thy divine Majesty, provoking most 
justly Thy wrath and indignation against us. We 
have done very wickedly, and not been at all ashamed, 
because we loved our offence, and indulged ourselves 
in our iniquity. When shame should have covered 
oar face, we have stood upright ; we have been bold 
to dare Thee, and yet now venture into Thy presence, 
as if Thou hadst nothing against us. O Lord, be 
merciful unto us, and forgive us ; for Thy dear Son's 
sake, blot out our offences, and remember our sins no 
more. Make us to walk in the light of Thy counte- 
nance, to rejoice in Thy favor, to receive Thy bless- 
ings as great and undeserved mercies ; and, above all 
things, humble us in our own eyes. Take from them 
the thick veil which hides from our view Thy holiness 
and purity, and our own sin and defilement, that we 
may see Thee and ourselves as we are, and tremble 
lest we be cut off speedily, and that without remedy. 
And now, O Lord, ere we lie down to the repose of 
another night, give us Thy peace; pardon our of- 
fences ; remove from us the temptations which sur- 
round, the sins which most easily beset us ; renew in 
us right hearts and minds, and purify us unto Thyself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works to Thy honor 
and glory for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



24 THURSDAY AFTEB SECOND 

MORNING 

O GOD, who hast from time to time proved and 
tried those who are Thine, by sore afflictions, even 
unto death; who hast taken from Thy devout wor- 
shipers houses, or lands, or friends, or health, to see 
if they looked more to the creature than the Creator ; 
to make them proofs before a sinning and evil world, 
of the power of faith, the strength of grace. We 
beseech Thee to look upon U3 in mercy and com- 
passion, and give us such a measure of Thy grace, 
that we may learn to be content with what we have ; 
to bless and praise Thee that Thou hast not visited 
us with the calamities and distresses which abound 
on every side. Oh, make us to remember and to 
declare before Thee and our fellows, that we feel the 
absence of pain, of sorrow, of distress as a blessing 
beyond our liveliest gratitude to acknowledge as we 
ought. And lead us to a proper care and use of the 
many gifts with which we are enriched ; be they of 
health, strength, friends, or wealth. We value too mis- 
takenly the things which we possess, for we do not use 
them as we ought. Every one of us must own this ; 
turn our hearts, good Lord, to a better sense of Thy good- 
ness, and so shall we praise Thee; be Thou our helmet 
and shield, so shall we be bold against our adversary the 
devil. And let no complainings arise among us; give 
us to be kindly affectioned one to another in brotherly 
love, bearing and forbearing even as He did, and for 
the sake of Him, whose name we now plead even 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, our Redeemer and God. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 26- 

EVENING. 

LORD, Thou searcher of hearts, and from whom 
no thoughts are hid, open .our eyes by Thy grace to- 
see ourselves as we stand before Thee, in all the 
nakedness of truth. Take away from us all pride, 
prejudice, and ignorance, or whatever else may hinder 
us from seeing ourselves as we are. Set before us 
the requirements of Thy holy law ; and Thy word as 
the glass in which Thine image is reflected, and then 
make us to put our own selves in comparison with the 
pure and holy image, whose perfectness we are directed 
to study as the aim of our being. Give us the power 
to try and prove ourselves by the standards which 
Thou hast appointed, and by the example of the lowly 
Jesus. And then so convince us of the evil of our 
natures, the depravity of our hearts, the carelessness 
of our lives, that we may flee, as despairing sinners, 
to the fount of mercy, as men who have no time to 
lose, because the flood is gaining on them. We know 
that in Christ Jesus mercy may be found, and in Him 
alone. We know that faith can brace our nerves, and 
supply an energy which shall gain the prize, but that 
without it all running is vain, and no prize can be 
won. Give us that faith, for it is Thy gift. May 
each one here present receive it with growing strength 
day by day, and may we all so pass the time of our 
sqjourning here on earth, that we may secure a rest 
eternal in the Heavens, prepared from the beginning 
of the world for those that love Thee. Grant this for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



26 FRIDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

LORD God, who hast in Thy wisdom app 
men to teach and preach Thy faithful word ; wh 
by Thy Spirit set apart ministers to ministei 
Thy people in holy things, and to do the great 
of apostles unto which Thou hast called then 
humbly beseech Thee to look upon this land ar 
tion, and to bless those who labour through it i: 
high office ; give them patience and perseve: 
that they may wait on Thee, and, having receivi 
gift, may distribute it to the people committed tc 
charge. Make them prayerful students of Thy 
that they may be thereby enabled to teach with 
fulness the Gospel of Christ, and to lead and fee 
flock entrusted to them. Open their mouths in ] 
ness of speech, and fulness of truth, that those 
they have in charge, may, with their hearing, b< 
to understand the word prfcached. Especially 
upon those set over us for our good; may we con 
to worship together and learn from them ; and . 
us, both the giver and receiver of the truth, 
we may be made heirs together of the promise 
inheritors of eternal life. Open our eyes to s< 
greatness of Thy mercy, in thus appointing men 
shall be Thy instruments for our good, who may i 
the hours, in which we must otherwise labour, in 
of Thy word, and in learning Thy law, that we 
be led to Thee; may learn our responsibility; 
see whence pardon and peace alone proceed, and 
all our trust in Jesus, in whose name we offer 
and all our petitions to Thee. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 27 

EVENING. 

ALMIGHTY God, vouchsafe we beseech Thee 
an attentive ear whilst we pray, and for Je.su' s sake, 
help our prayer. We would confess, in all humility, 
that we need Thine assistance much and often; we 
have attempted to pray, but our thoughts have wan- 
dered; the cares, the business, the pleasures, the 
follies of life have taken too much hold upon us; our 
minds have baen filled with objects of time, rather 
than been yielded up to Thee, from whom we professed 
to seek all good. Our knees have been bent, but our 
hearts have refused to bow themselves to Thee, and 
so our prayers have returned unto us void ; we have 
not had our petitions granted, we have been sent 
empty away. Lord, we praise Thee that Thou hast 
spared us, to kneel again, to seek Thy face, and ask 
Thy pardon ; for Christ's sake, forgive this past in- 
iquity ; make us to see it as a mockery of Thee, and 
give us grace and strength to amend for the time to 
come* Now, O Lord, now whilst we ask, let Thy 
Holy Spirit strive with us, to dispel every high ima- 
gination and evil thought; and sanctify us, body, 
soul, and spirit for the work we have undertaken, and 
teach us how to pray ; give us a due sense of our 
wants : make us to cast away all unprofitable wishes ; 
and seeking only such things as Thy providence seest 
good for us, may we now and ever pray in the spirit 
of our blessed Lord's declaration " not my will but 
Thine, be done," and with full faith in Him, who hast 
redeemed us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord and God. 
Amen. 



28 SATURDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O LORD, now that another week is drawing to a 
close, and we have been spared to its last day, let us 
come before Thee, confessing our sins, and imploring 
Thy forgiveness ; acknowledging our transgressions, 
and seeking that pardon which is ours through Jesus 
Christ, and that peace which He has purchased for us. 
We must own that in many ways we have offended 
against Thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly 
Thy wrath and indignation. We have sought our 
own pleasure, day by day ; and day by day also we 
have pursued our own business, in the hope of its 
return of profit, and we have lived in the world, as if 
it had treasures to give for which nothing else could 
compensate, or with which nothing else could compare. 
We have clung to earthly friends, and shewn that our 
hearts were not dead to love, and the tender ties of 
relationship or friendship. We have wept, and re- 
joiced with companions here. But, O Lord, how little 
have we sought the treasures which are above,; how 
seldom derived our comfort or our joy from Thy word, 
or looked to Thee as our Father, our Companion, our 
Friend. Pardon us, good Lord, and remove from us 
our stony heart ; let Thy Spirit dwell in us to direct 
our thoughts, our hopes, to Thee, and to shew us our 
true interest is not here, where all things are frail and 
fleeting, but with Him who is gone before, even Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, to whom we would 
ascribe with Thee and the Holy Ghost, three persons 
and one God, glory and honor for ever and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 29 

EVENING. 

O EVERLASTING God and Lord, who hast 
commanded Thy people to contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered unto the Saints, and which we 
have received ; we beseech Thee mercifully to assist 
us, when we are assailed, be it by worldly scoffers and 
unbelievers, or by the attacks of our great spiritual 
enemy, the devil. Open our mouths, to s»peak with 
boldness the truths we have learned ; to proclaim our 
one hope, even Christ, the Captain of our salvation, 
the same whereby we have been called, and in support 
of which we must be bold or perish. Let Thy Holy 
Spirit ever be present with us lest we be attacked 
unawares, "and forget to use the sword of the Spirit, 
Thy word. Let us not be ashamed, as too many are, of 
their holy profession, but make us its consistent 
observers, knowing that, if we would be confessed by 
our Saviour before Thee in heaven, we must here, by 
our every deed, confess Him before men, making His 
name_the watchword of our lives, His law the rule of 
our conduct, His precepts our delight, His example our 
study. And, because this is hard to do; because, though 
the spirit be willing, the flesh is weak; we more 
earnestly entreat Thy merciful aid. May no idle 
feeling, indifference, or pleasure keep us on the mor- 
row from the assembly of Thy people, but may all of 
us who can there meet in Thine house, be found there, 
in faith, worshiping Thee, through Christ, through 
whom we present these our petitions to Thee, our 
God. Amen. 



30 THIRD SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, who hast ordained various degrees 
of men, and hast appointed for Thy church, ministers, 
who shall preach Thy holy word, and minister Thy 
sacraments, teach us so rightly to use this ordinance, 
that, whether we be ministers or people, we may be 
found, according to our several stations and offices, do- 
ing Thy will, and looking to Thee only for that aid and 
help, without which we can neither learn nor keep Thy 
commandments. Make us all to feel that we are but 
stewards, to each of whom some talent is entrusted, 
which we must employ in the furtherance of Thy king- 
dom, the advancement of Thy glory. Oh, do Thou 
remove from the minds of all Thy professing wor- 
shipers the false idea that they can do nothing for 
Thee ; and then open their mouths to speak, that they 
may boldly declare the truths they have heard in 
Thine house, and from Thine appointed ministers, to 
those who will not come along with them, to taste and 
see if Thou art not gracious. This day, O Lord, im- 
plant in the hearts of every one of us, if it have not 
been there before, the necessity we are under to do 
something for Thee ; to let the people know that Thou 
art God indeed, and wilt judge the folks righteously, 
and all the nations upon earth; that those who have 
not fled unto Thee by Christ whilst here on earth, can 
have no part or lot in the heavenly inheritance. May 
all Thy ministers teach to their flocks these great 
truths, and may they convey them far and wide through 
our land. Grant this, we pray Thee, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



IN ADVENT. 31 

EVENING. 

O LORD, we have heard of Thee, we have read of 
Thee ; Thy ministers have declared unto us Thy will, 
and Thy law has been set before us, and blessed be 
Thy holy name for this Thy mercy and goodness. 
Yea, Lord, we would praise Thee for the mercies of 
this day, the means of grace which it has given to us. 
Make us to profit thereby : impress upon our hearts 
the truths we have heard, give us grace to see their 
importance, and for Christ's sake, enable us to re- 
ceive them in holy obedience. May we ever remember 
who instituted this day, and that it is a law unto us 
which we must obey, or offend Thee. May we rejoice 
in it, as the day which- our Lord hath made; and with 
David, be able ever to exclaim, I was glad when they 
said unto me, we will go into the house of the Lord. 
And we beseech Thee to answer the prayers which we 
have this day made to Thee in the assembly of Thy 
people; let the dew of Thy blessing rest upon our 
land and refresh it : keep the heart of our Sovereign, 
that she may be stayed on Thee ; bless her ministers, 
and overrule all their councils for good to this nation, 
and for Thy glory: bless our Church; purify her mem- 
bers of all orders, from error ; preserve her from the 
the dangers of schism, the evils of dissention, and 
give all within her pale to know Thee as Thou art, 
and to worship Thee in spirit and in truth. And, 
oh, increase daily the number of those who call upon 
Thee as a reconciled Father, a merciful God. Hfar 
us, Lord, and bless us, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



32 MONDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, who art ever more rea 
liear than we to pray, and art wont to give more 
we deserve, be mercifully pleased to hear our pr* 
and by Thy Spirit to influence us whenever we 
that we may ask aright. Keep us from presum 
in our requests ; give us our Saviour's spirit, th 
may obtain effectually the things we need. Tea 
to examine ourselves by Thy word, daily to see 
holy precepts, that we may see ourselves as w< 
and not as the glass of this world would pictir 
Strip us of the rags of self-righteousness in y 
vain man clothes himself, and clad us in the mar 
garment, that, should the summons come, we mj 
ready to depart, and be with Thee. Open our ui 
standings that we may comprehend fully Thy g 
ness, Thy majesty, and Thy holiness ; that we 
know Thee as a God of purer eyes than to b 
iniquity, and, walking in the faith and fear of ' 
may cease to do evil, and learn to do well ; may 
peace and ensue it. And, whilst we pray for oursc 
O Lord, we would entreat Thee to bless, in a 
manner, all near and dear to us ; may each an 
loiow Thee, and worship Thee in sincerity and to 
may their daily offerings of prayer and praise 
with ours to the throne of mercy and grace, and 
though absent in the body, may we be spirit 
present with each other whenever we pray, enj< 
o*e of those blessed privileges, which Thy ser 
only know, the communion of saints, for Jesus Ch 
sake, our Saviour and God. Amen. 



0UNDAY IN ADVENT. 33 

EVENING. 



LORD, another day is about to close upon us 
with its duties and responsibilities ; another season, 
fall of advantages is ending, and we again come into 
Thy presence and seek Thy ear and favour ; oh, hear 
and be gracious unto us, as we pour forth our peti- 
tions unto Thee. We must own that we have not 
altogether regarded the hours which have past, since 
we last met together in Thy dear Son's name, as 
precious gifts, vouchsafed by Thee in mercy and love 
to us, in order that we might have yet further oppor- 
tunities than we have hitherto enjoyed or used, to turn 
unto Thee in penitence, to contemplate Thee by faith, 
and to bless Thee in our hearts and souls. We invoked 
Thy grace with the early morning ; we sought the aid 
of Thy Holy Spirit, and we asked Thee to give to us 
a more full comprehension of Thyself in Thy great 
and many attributes; but we have not followed up 
that prayer by an active endeavour to live in its 
spirit. We must own, every one of us, that we have 
fitllen far, very far short of doing this. Oh, pardon, 
we pray Thee for Jesus Christ's sake, and be merciful 
unto us; help us more and more for the time to come: 
endue us more abundantly with Thy Holy Spirit, and 
keep us from all evil of thought, word, and deed ; and 
so strengthen us against the temptations which arise 
within and around us, that we may be more than con- 
querors through Him who died for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
D 



34 TUESDAY AFTER THIRD 



MORNING. 



O GOD, the Protector of all who trust in Thee, 
and without whom there is neither safety nor hope, 
mercifully stretch forth Thy sheltering arm to aid 
and defend us from the assaults of the evil one to 
which we may be this day open. Make us watchful, 
and diligent, ever on our guard, prepared for the cun- 
ning devices with which he may try to deceive us, and 
bold in our confidence in Thee. Keep us from wan- 
dering thoughts, especially when we profess to worship 
Thee; whenever we meet, as now, in Thy name, to 
implore Thine aid and blessing. Open our eyes to 
see Thy providence busy for us; ordering the seasons 
in their courses ; day and night in turn; the hours of 
labour, and the time for rest. Teach us that it is in 
Thee we live and move and have our being; that 
without Thee, we are powerless, except for evil, and 
are the children of Satan. And, Lord, magnify Thy 
name through us : make our light so to shine before 
men that they may see our good works, and glorify 
Thee, our Father in heaven. Yea, Lord, take each and 
all of us into Thine especial care; enable us body, 
soul, and spirit, to dedicate ourselves to Thee ; and 
as a household vowed to serve Thee in faith and fear, 
look upon, bless, and keep us. May no evil befall us, 
no danger come nigh our dwelling ; may peace reign 
in all our hearts, and prosperity follow every one of 
us, in all our goings ; and may we evermore seek 
and rejoice in Thy merciful protection, and praise 
Thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 36 

EVENING. 

THINE eye, O Lord, is in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good, and Thine ear hears even the 
whispered word of human secrecy. There is nothing 
hid from Thee, but Thou knowest it altogether. Oh, 
seal, we pray Thee, this solemn truth upon our me- 
mories, that we may not in any of our doings forget 
that every action has its record in the book of Thy 
remembrance, and that there also is every thought 
recorded. Make the knowledge of this truth a shield 
unto us withersoever we go, that, when temptation 
arises, we may stand proof against its assaults, and 
bless Thy holy name for Thy mercy towards us. May 
we now, and ever as we kneel together before Thee in 
Thy dear Son's name, have our thoughts only on our 
solemn duty, our privilege, and blessing. But more, 
when each night we retire to the stillness of our 
chambers, may we carry with us the feeling of thank- 
fulness that we have been again permitted to meet as 
Thou wouldest have us, and may we there seek in 
private our covenant God, who waiteth for the out- 
pouring of grateful hearts, and, kneeling down, pour 
out to Thee our every want and wish. Oh, let us not 
forget this solemn act, but rather hasten to the se- 
crecy of our closet, because there we may meet and 
commune with Thee, and find rest for our weary 
souls. Yea, as our blessed Lord, sought retirement 
that he might pray apart, sanctify us, we beseech 
Thee for a like work, and keep us ever in the spirit 
of prayer and supplication for His sake. Amen* 



36 WEDNESDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O LORD, by whose gracious Providence we are 
brought to the beginning of another day, give us hearts, 
thankful for this mercy, and rejoicing in Thy good- 
ness. Make us to feel how great is that love which 
has spared us yet a little longer, that we may turn 
unto Thee in penitence and prayer, that we may seek 
Thy favor and aid ; and that we may do Thy work. 
O Lord, open our eyes to examine ourselves whether 
we are so living ; whether we are sorry for our past 
offences ; for the sins, be they of thought, word, or 
deed, which we have committed ; whether they are a 
sore burden unto us, heavier than we can bear ; and 
whether we are desirous and determined, by Thy grace, 
sought often and diligently in prayer, to forsake them 
and amend; to cease from evil and to learn to do well; 
to seek the company of the godly, and to walk in Thy 
laws all the days of our life. And make us also to 
see if we are doing Thy work; if we are walking 
worthy of our calling in Christ Jesus, if we are mor- 
tifying the flesh, with its evil affections and lusts, and 
living in the spirit of Thy holy commandments. And 
whereinsoever we fall short, strengthen and help us, 
we beseech Thee ; open our mouths boldly to rebuke 
sin ; to speak faithfully to the erring and ignorant ; to 
point out the way of salvation to those who know it not, 
but are afar off; and this and every day to magnify 
Thy Holy name by some word or deed, 'that we may 
have an earnest we are Thine, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. ; • 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 37 

EVENING. 

O LORD, who hast mercifully sent the message 
of salvation to all mankind, to the Jew first, and then 
to the Gentile, look upon ns who have received that 
message, and enable ns to lay it to heart, that it 
may bring hs comfort through life, and peace in the 
hour of our departure. We would pray Thee to 
send Thy Holy Spirit abroad in our land with more 
power ; may His influence be more felt, that among 
the thousands who walk heedless of Thee, and have 
not God in all their thoughts some may daily be con- 
verted, that the number of Thy people may continually 
be increased, and that Thy name may be magnified 
among us. May we all see Thy laws in their fulness, 
and entirely obey them, not deceiving ourselves, by 
taking only a part ; not keeping one portion of the 
Sabbath, and desecrating the rest ; not refraining from 
theft, whilst we are ready to deceive our neighbor, to 
our own gain ; not keeping back some truth, whilst 
weprofess to disdain a lie; but obeying Thy com- 
mandments in their spirit, and to the letter. Enable 
hs to illustrate Thy laws by our lives ; to be lights 
to those who are round about us ; but keep us withal 
humble, charitable, meek; knowing that we have 
nothing which we have not received, no possession or 
power which is ntft of Thy free gift, unless it be for 
evil. And ever make us thankful that Thou has 
dealt with *&£ as children, that Thy love has over- 
looked our rebellion, and spared us. Hear us, we 
humbly beseech Thee, and keep and bless us, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



38 THURSDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING 



O ALMIGHTY Lord God, we Thy sinful creatures 
come unto Thee to ask Thy grace and blessing. We 
come to cast ourselves, our cares, and all that we 
possess into Thy hands, for Thou carest for us, and 
wilt make all things, if in all we look to Thee, work 
together for our good. • Establish our faith, increase 
our confidence, and give us a hearty trust in Thee. 
Enable us to see Thee as our best friend, to look to 
Thee as children to a fond and loving Father, who 
knows what is good for us, and will give such, and 
only such things. Give us a like love for others; 
make us to look to, and learn from Thee, and so to 
seek where and how we may benefit our neighbours, 
all who require our assistance, who need our aid. 
Thou, Lord, wilt not cast out any who come unto 
Thee; all Thou requireet is sincerity, a desire for 
Thine help; teach us this, we pray Thee, lest we 
fear to come ; lest we hold back, and so lose the 
inestimable benefit which is ours, through Christ, a 
heaven He purchased by His own most precious blood. 
Grant us the consolations of Thy Holy Spirit, may 
He dwell in us, sanctifying us wholly ; purifying us 
from the pollutions of this world, the sinfulness of 
our fleshly natures, and giving us hearts, devoted to 
Thee, rejoicing in Thy service, and stayed on Thy 
promises, which exceed all we can either desire or 
deserve. Lord, we offer these our petitions to 
Thee for the sake of our blessed Redeemer and God, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 39 

EVENING. 

O LORD, high and holy, hear us ; God most 
merciful, regard us; O everlasting Lord, he nigh 
unto us and help us. Thou knowest, Lord, that 
we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves ; that 
we cannot even think anything without Thee, hut 
that all our doings, unassisted hy Thy Spirit, are but 
sin, unprofitable for any good. Impress this truth 
upon our minds ; make it to be ever present with us, 
when we lie down, or when we rise up ; whether we 
follow our business, or seek pleasure; whether we 
walk abroad, or remain in our own chambers ; in all 
things, and at all times, give us grace to seek Thy 
strength, to work in and by it, that we may pass 
through life in safety, and be at peace. Deliver us 
from the sins which most easily beset us ; make us 
watchful against their allurements; careful in the 
choice of our company, knowing that evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. Preserve us from a love 
of the world ; a desire for earthly possessions or dis- 
tinctions ; a pleasure in the applause of men. May 
we rather seek the evidence of a good conscience; 
peace with Thee ; a conviction that we are walking 
worthy of our vocation in Christ Jesus ; and bless us, 
Lord, with an assurance of Thy favor ; a quiet trust 
in Thy unfailing mercies ; a prayerful spirit, that we 
may seek Thee to bless and prosper all our doings. 
Yea, Lord, prosper Thou us and bless us, and give 
us Thy peace, which passeth all understanding, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



40 FRIDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

LORD, who orderest all things both in heaven 
and earth, who makest every event of life subservient 
to Thine own glory, and to the good of Thy creatures, 
give us eyes to see Thy finger directing, and Thy 
power controling all our doings to this end. Enable 
us to discern how, even the works of the evil one, the 
sins and follies of the world, further the great end of 
Thy providential dealings, the salvation of men, and 
teach us lessons, which we ought to read with patient 
attention. Direct us continually to a prayerful con- 
sideration of each occurrence, as it befalls us; and 
make us to draw from it instruction in the way of 
holiness; to read in it another proof of thy mercy 
. and goodness ; and then to praise Thy glorious name, 
that Thou hast thus visited us, and blest us. We 
know it is hard for flesh and blood to rejoice in afflic- 
tion, and to be glad when sorrow cometh; yet, since we 
must have a cheerful heart, even when the counte- 
nance is sad, if we be Thy children adopted and 
chosen, oh, send Thy Holy Spirit to dwell in us in all 
fulness ; to lead us ever to Thee, that we may be ever 
glad, as in Thy presence, and full of joy, because 
Thou hast proved Thy love for us. But, O Lord, 
deal with us, we pray Thee in mercy ; punish us not 
after our offences, let not our sins call down from 
Thee immediate punishment; but be gracious unto 
us, help and defend us ; be our shield, and for 
Christ's sake succour and keep us now and ever. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 41 

EVENING. 

O LORD, who hast taught us that, out of the 
abundance of the- heart the month speaketh, give us 
grace to weigh seriously, and to consider with patient 
reflection, every word we utter, that we may thereby 
know whether our hearts are right with Thee. Enable 
us to make this inquiry, not vainly, as if it were a 
matter which concerned us only as the creatures of 
this world ; not indifferently, as if the value of the 
inquiry ended with itself; and as if, when it was 
done, we had performed some meritorious act, which 
would justify our offence, or claim pardon at Thy 
hands. Oh, suffer us not to fall into such delusion, 
nor to be guilty of such sin : but give us such abhor- 
rence of sin, such a knowledge of its character, and 
how much we yield to it day by day, because our 
hearts are set to do evil continually, that we may 
strive with the earnestness, and use all the energy 
which despair calls forth, to correct the evil, to check 
the naughty suggestions from within, and, by Thy 
grace, to conquer. O Lord, we are very blind to our 
condition by nature; we are too apt to think ourselves, 
if not very good, at least, better than we are ; teach 
us, we beseech Thee, to weigh our words, and to scan 
our thoughts by the balance and test of Thy holy 
law, that we be no longer deluded, no longer tempted 
thus to our ruin, but that we may henceforth 
become new creatures in Christ Jesus; and for His 
take vouchsafe a ready answer, Lord our GocL 
Amen. 



42 SATURDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord and God, who hast com- 
manded us to pray for all men, and to seek Thy bless- 
ing upon those who are in authority; we beseech Thee 
now to hear us as we would ask Thee to look upon 
our Sovereign the Queen. Be gracious unto her, and 
bless her; give her a knowledge of Thy law, an 
understanding of Thy will ; make her to remember 
whose she is, and whom she has to serve ; and grant 
that she may ever seek counsel and advice from Thee, 
the aid of Thy Holy Spirit, that she may fill the high 
station to which it hath pleased Thee to call her with 
faith and zeal, as Thy representative upon earth, and 
as having to account to Thee for every word, and 
thought, and deed, equally with the meanest subject 
in her realm. Look upon and guide by Thy Holy Spirit 
those who are in authority under her, who rule the 
affairs of this land, who consult for the maintenance 
of this state and nation. Do Thou direct all their 
consultation for oar good and Thy glory; may they 
be led to promote true religion ; to put down error ; 
to discourage immorality, and may they by their lives 
also set forth Thy honor, and do Thee willing and 
constant service. On all who have or hold office 
among us look with Thy favour; direct, sanctify, and 
govern their hearts by the rule of Thy laws, and in 
the way of Thy commandments, that we may be a 
nation serving Thee and working righteousness, 
and make us and all under authority to obey, with 
godly fear, oh, grant this, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 43 



EVENING. 



LORD, most holy and true, look down from 
heaven, Thy dwelling place, and hear the prayer of 
Thy humble creatures, who would close another week 
at the footstool of Thy throne, with praises for Thy 
many and great mercies, and earnest petitions that 
they may be continued. Teach us, we beseech Thee, 
how to pray; shew us the nature of prayer; its 
spirit, and importance : and then give us such a hearty 
desire for the benefit we would seek, that we may pray 
both earnestly and acceptably. And, on the morrow, 
when we enter into Thy House, be Thou present with 
us, making us to remember, that it is the house of 
prayer, where Thine honor dwelleth, where Thy name 
is placed, and where Thy true worshipers meet to 
worship Thee in spirit and in truth. And, because it 
is Thine ordinance, and an acceptable service, oh, 
make us to love and seek it the often er : to be ready 
at all times and in all places to ask from Thee relief 
in our necessities, comfort in our affliction, hope when 
shadows come upon us, and Thy Holy Spirit's aid to 
carry us safely through the trials and temptations of 
this world, and to sustain us against every assault of, 
the evil one. And, O Lord, teach us to pray for others ; 
not only for our relations, friends, and benefactors, but 
for our enemies ; for those who lack the spirit of Christ, 
that they may be endued with that most excellent gift. 
Make our prayers effectual on their behalf, and lead 
them to pray for us, that we may be all one, as Thou 
and Thy dear Son are one. Hear and answer we 
beseech Thee, for His sake. Amen. 



44 FOURTH SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, everlasting and almighty, arise, 
arise quickly, and help us, for vain is the help of mam 
Send Thy Spirit to combat with us against the evils 
which abound on every side, and the temptations 
which continually assail us from within. The evil 
one is active ; his devices are cunning ; his power is 
great ; he goeth about as a roaring lion, and who can 
withstand him; he is in every place, yea, even in 
Thine own house, where he tempts, by wandering 
thoughts, and an indulgence in foolish unprofitable 
desires. We have in vain striven against his wiles ; 
we have in vain tried to stand ; raise then, we pray 
Thee, Thine arm, and succour us ; go with us this 
day into Thy temple ; watch over us as we kneel, to 
offer our petitions unto Thee ; and, when we would 
praise Thee, stir us up to holy and lively feelings of 
gratitude and thanksgiving. May we be enabled to 
rejoice in Thy strength, to rejoice alway ; to remember 
that the Lord is at hand, and so to be careful for 
nothing, but in every thing, by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving, to let our requests be made 
known unto Thee. Yea, Lord, however trifling they 
may be, so enlarge our faith that we may not fear to 
bring them unto Thee with prayer. And do Thou hear 
us, prosper and bless us ; do Thou keep and defend 
us; do Thou watch over and sustain us by Thine 
almighty power, now and ever, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 45 

EVENING. 

LORD Jesu Christ, who didst once send Thy 
messenger to prepare Thy way before Thee, and didst 
bless His work ; so now, we beseech Thee, prosper the 
work of Thy later messengers who have this day in 
any place proclaimed Thy coming, and called upon 
sinners to repent. We thank Thee for Thy boundless 
love, in not only dying for us, but that Thou didst 
appoint Thine own select servants, who should go forth 
into all lands and preach the Gospel unto all people. 
Ob, how full is Thy mercy, how free Thy grace. Yea, 
Lord, now, as in the days of Thy flesh, Thou art 
speaking to all men to come unto Thee, since Thou 
didst die for all ; this day we have once more had 
means of grace renewed, and, if our hope of glory be 
not strengthened, it is our own fault. We beseech 
Thee, by Thy temptations whilst on earth, not to be 
extreme to mark what we have this day done amiss, 
hut plead our cause, and let Thine intercession be 
effectual for each one of us. And do Thou, day by 
day, strengthen those who are appointed to preach 
the glad tidings of salvation wrought by Thee ; give 
them more energy, more zeal, more singleness of 
heart, more faith. Make them bold, as Thy servants 
to declare the truth, that they cry aloud and spare 
not ; that they remember their commission, and whose 
ambassadors they are, and the work they have to do, 
and may they and we meet together at the last day 
to sing the song of the Lamb in Thy kingdom, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



46 MONDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

LORD, Thou hast ever been gracious to Thy 
land, and favoured Thy people ; Thou hast, in afflic- 
tion, heard their cry, and relieved them out of their 
distress ; when a flood came upon the earth by reason 
of their sin, Thou didst command Noah, the preacher 
of righteousness, to build an ark, and then enter in, 
and be saved ; to fly to that type of a Saviour and find 
refuge and rest. Thou hast never forsaken us, though 
we have rebelled against Thee, for Thine arm is strong 
and Thy mercy is great ; Thy love is almighty and 
everlasting. And Thou hast proved it to ungrateful 
man in ways innumerable, in divers manners, but 
more especially in that great gift of an only Son, to 
die for our redemption. Lord, we cannot speak of 
Thy love in this act, for human tongue cannot utter 
praise sufficiently high or holy to express it; the 
human heart can never comprehend it in its fulness. 
But we may shew forth some sense of it in our lives. 
Oh, give us grace to walk as Thy redeemed, to live as 
the purchased of Thy Son from sin and hell; to look 
to Him in everything, and for Him to do all things. 
Make us strong in Him, by Thy Holy Spirit, to with- 
stand the assaults of man, or our great enemy, the 
devil; to be ever prepared against the temptations 
which may assail us both from within and without; 
and to use every means of grace which Thy mercy 
may offer; that we may rejoice with great joy in Christ 
our Saviour, for whose sake we beseech Thee to 
accept our prayer. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 47 

EVENING. 

HEAVENLY Father and God, who hast or- 
dained different ranks and degrees of men in the 
world; who hast given to one, wealth, to another, wis- 
dom; to one, strength, whilst others are poor, or weak, 
or sickly ; who hast raised some to place and autho- 
rity in the land, and made others to obey them, and 
to submit ; we beseech Thee to enable us to see all 
these differences as of Thee, and, therefore, for good. 
Give us hearts to feel our duty, and each, in the situa- 
tion in which it hath pleased Thee to place us, to act 
with zeal, fidelity, and submission. Give to the high, 
humble spirits, that they presume not on their office or 
wealth, but remember that they are the creatures of 
Thine hands, and must one day give an account to 
Thee of every work they may do, or word they may 
say. May they ever rule in the faith and fear of 
Thee, and promote virtue and piety among us. And 
to the lowly, give lowliness of spirit, that they obey 
all in authority for thy sake, whose ministers they 
are. Keep their tongues, that they speak not evil of 
dignities, but rather, by obedience, set an example to 
the ignorant and those who are afar off. Make us to 
be a nation united by the holy ties of Thy law, by the 
heavenly injunctions of Thy word, prospering in our 
institutions, and blessed of Thee. And favour us with 
more light ; increase our knowledge ; make the wis- 
dom which is from above to abound more and more 
among us; and be gracious unto us, for Thy dear Son's 
sake, our Saviour and God. Amen. 



48 TUESDAY AFTEE FOURTH 

MORNING. 

LORD most high ; Lord, most holy; O hea- 
venly Father and God, hear us as we come with our 
morning sacrifice of praise and prayer. Thou hast 
preserved us during the past night; oh, blessed be 
Thy glorious name for this and all Thy other mercies 
towards us. Thou hast given us again the privilege 
to meet in Thy dear Son's name ; oh, praised be Thy 
majesty for so great, so undeserved a boon. Hear our 
petitions, for His sake; we presume not to come in 
any other name ; we dare not approach in any other 
manner ; for we dread to offend Thee, and we would be 
heard. Let Him then be the way in which we tread, 
the truth in which we walk, the life by which we live; 
direct our steps where He has trod ; open our mouths 
to speak in the holy spirit of all His sayings, and 
rule our actions that they may evidence the power of 
Thy law, the restraining influence of Thy grace. 
Now, Lord, especially, would we call to Tbee in con- 
fidence, because we have a memorial of Thy exceeding 
love to all mankind in this season. We have now 
brought to our minds an incarnate God, born into the 
World to save sinners. We are now called to con- 
template an act of mercy, surpassing man's device; 
of love beyond man's conception. Yet we reflect not 
on them as we ought. Oh remember not, Lord, our 
offence, but blot it out in His blood; pardon our sin; 
for we come boldly to the throne of grace, since Jesus 
came to gain us access there, and, for his sake, help 
and deliver us now and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY TB ADVENT. 49 

EVENING. 

LORD, Thy name only is excellent in all the 
world; Thou hast made the heavens, and throughout 
their vast expanse is Thy law observed in unfailing 
regularity and order. The starry host rejoice to do 
Thy bidding, and shine in splendor upon man, as Thy 
blessing ; and yet man looks up and sees Thee not ; 
he cannot find Thee in Thine own creations, because 
his heart is corrupt, set upon vanity, and the things 
of this world please him; he makes earth his treasure- 
house, and thinks to store there for himself wealth 
and good things which are vanity, and shall one day 
be no more bis. The breeze whispers of Thee as it 
moves along, bringing health to the cheek, and fresh 
beauty and verdure to the herb and tree, which rejoice 
in Thy sunshine, and bring forth their fruit in due 
season. Oh, be merciful unto Thy servants, we pray 
Thee, and give them new hearts, instil into them new 
desires, lead them to set their affections on things 
above, on Thee, and Thy dear Son, who came on 
earth for our sakes; who, setting self aside, and un- 
robing himself of His glory, condescended to live 
among men as man, to be an example of holiness of 
life, and perfect obedience. Bless us especially in 
this hour, and be our guide and stay. Keep us through 
the night, give us quiet rest and sleep, that we may 
rise refreshed for our morning's duties, and rejoice in 
the light of another day. Grant this we pray Thee, 
for Jesus Christ's sake our God. Amen. 



50 TUESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

GOD, most high and holy, who dwellest in light 
unapproachable ; Thou great and glorious Jehovah, 
how shall we approach Thee, covered as we are with 
sin, and tainted with iniquity. To us belongeth con- 
fusion of face ; we have no claim to come into Thy 
presence, but that which the name of Jesus gives 
and, though it be all prevailing before Thee, yet the 
weakness of our faith, when we use it, too often renders 
our petitions vain, and our prayers unprofitable. But 
Thou art very merciful, not extreme to mark what we 
do amiss, and, therefore, Thou dost permit us yet 
longer to come before Thee ; yet again and again to 
enter into Thy presence, to declare our wants, to un- 
burden our minds, and to seek pardon, peace, and 
deliverance. Lord, hear us, now that we once more 
assemble, with an opening day, in Thy dear Son's 
same. Forgive our transgressions hitherto ; blot our 
sins out of the Book of Thy Remembrance ; let not our 
offences, so many and so great as they have been, cry 
against us for punishment; but inspire us with a 
godly sorrow for every sin we have committed against 
Thy divine majesty. Oh, let our repentance be sin- 
cere, and our amendment perfect. Set our feet in the 
way of thy commandments, and sustain us as we 
move on our walk through life, lest we slip. For 
Jesus Christ's sake, give ear unto us, and bless us 
ere we rise from our knees, and let His prayer be 
now and ever ours, through the fervency of our faith. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 51 

EVENING. 

GOD, who hast declared of men, yea, even of 
the creatures of Thine hand, sin-polluted and defiled 
as they are, " Whoso offereth me praise, glorifieth me," 
open our mouths, we pray Thee, with the offering of 
praise, and waken our hearts to a holy response, that 
we may honor Thee with our bodies, which are Thine, 
and with our spirits which thou hast created. All 
creation speaks of Thy goodness, and each day tells of 
mercies, which only Thou canst do for man. The 
voice of every creature which Thine hand has formed 
tells of Thy work as wise, and perfect; and every herb 
is eloquent of its Maker's power. Raise our hearts, 
God, from the lulling influence of seducing plea- 
sures ; let our tongues cast off the thraldom of this 
world's foolish converse, and let us, with one consent- 
ing voice, proclaim, that Thou, Lord, art very 
good, and gracious ; that from Thee we have all the 
blessings which surround us, and that in Thy presence 
is our confidence, because Thy name is Love. Oh, in- 
spire us with such praise as may honor Thee, for Thou 
art God, even our God, and we are before Thee, bowed 
in the humble attitude of creatures who have nothing 
to bring, nothing to offer, but what Thou dost give. 
Yet we would sing praises unto Thy name, Thou 
most Highest, and we would speak of our Redeemer's 
glory, and the Spirit's sanctifying influence, and 
ascribe all we have, and all we hope for, whether here 
or hereafter, to the love of a Triune God, Jehovah, 
our Lord and Maker. Amen. 



52 WEDNESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O GOD, we are Thy workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which Thou hast or- 
dained before hand, that we should walk in them. 
Thou hast made us in great mercy, that, having passed 
the time of our sojourning here on earth, we might 
dwell with Thee for ever hereafter in eternal glory. 
Thou hast created us anew, to this end, in Christ 
Jesus ; calling us from the darkness of ignorance 
which veils so many minds, and shedding forth, for our 
guidance, the light of Thy Holy Spirit. Oh, grant 
that we never forget whose we are, and to whom our 
lives should be dedicated by a continual service, by 
good works, and holy exercises of love and patience. 
Bring us to Thyself, in fervent prayer, for strength 
to perform our appointed work, whilst it is called 
day; whilst time and opportunity are before us; 
whilst life is ours, and the faculties of mind and body 
remain to us. Teach us how utterly unable we are to 
do anything but sin, unless Thine especial grace pre- 
vent and follow us ; ho that we may not boast of our 
own strength or righteousness, but think lowly of 
ourselves as we ought to think. Yea, humble us, 
good Lord, by Thy mighty power; let Thy over- 
ruling Providence keep us in all our doings ; let Thy 
fatherly care be over us in all our goings. Ever 
shew unto us the way of salvation, and keep us in the 
same, that we may, indeed, find this life a pleasant 
road, even the pathway to our home in heaven. Oh, 
grant these things, we beseech Thee, for the sake of 
Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 53 

EVENING. 

LORD God, who hat»t reserved mercy for thou- 
sands and tens of thousands who call upon Thee, we 
beseech Thee now to look upon this family and 
household, and to bless us with a continual bless- 
ing. Do thou unite us in holy and heavenly bonds ; 
give to each one of us a meek and gentle spirit, that 
we may learn to live together in conformity to Thy will, 
to seek peace one with another, and ensue it. When 
we are tempted to hasty words, O Lord restrain us*. 
When angry feelings are about to rise, O Lord, check 
them; and give us instead a mild utterance, and forgiving 
dispositions. Teach us how to bear each others burdens ; 
to be kindly affectioned one to another in brotherly love. 
Shed abroad among us that spirit which was in Christ 
Jesus, who went about doing good : who sought not 
His own profit or His own pleasure, but made His 
delight, as it was His business, to do Thy will. Give 
us strength of mind and body, to bear up against 
the evils and trials of life ; that each of us may be 
enabled to do his duty in that state of life in which 
it hath pleased Thee to place Him. Keep us in every 
hour, from all dangers both ghostly and bodily ; let 
not the evil one have dominion over us, nor sin reign 
in our mortal bodies ; but make us to be a household 
fearing and serving Thee and working righteousness. 
And preserve to us, we beseech Thee, these our so- 
lemn meetings, make us to rejoice in them here, and 
in the end to find the prize we seek in them, eternal 
life, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



54 THURSDAY AFTEE FOURTH 

MORNING. 

LORD, what are we that Thou art mindful of 
ns, or why dost Thou regard us. We have nothing 
to bring into Thy presence of which we may boast ; 
we cannot even approach Thee in our own name. But, 
Lord, there is a name which we may bring ; there is 
an all-prevailing name, which Thou wilt hear ; and 
for the sake of Him, whose it is, Thou wilt answer 
the petition which accompanies it to Thy throne. It 
•is for Jesu's sake, that man is heard, as by Jesu's 
blood a] one he is saved. It is His merit which sup- 
ply man's deficiency; and His intercession which 
brings us unto Thee. gracious Lord, give us, in 
this hour, such entire, unwavering faith in Him; such 
holy hope, and heavenly confidence, that we may learn 
to cast all our care upon Him. Make us to see Him 
as a Saviour still ; to remember that He died for the 
sins of the whole world ; and that, until the end of 
all things, His salvation is sure. O Lord, grant that 
not one of us may lose that salvation. Turn us, O good 
Lord, and so shall we be turned to seek early and late, 
with every energy of mind and body, to work out our 
own salvation. Yea, Lord, let this and all our meet- 
ings here in Thy dear Son's name be preludes of a 
meeting, when we may stand together at the right 
hand of the Judge of quick and dead. Let not one 
of us be wanting to that happy company, but lead us 
onward in the path of righteousness to our lives' end, 
that our inheritance may be heaven, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 55 

EVENING. 



GOD, who regardest the humble, and who re- 
ceivest the contrite ones, but who abhorrest the proud, 
and will none of their prayers, give us that spirit of 
lowliness which was in Christ Jesus, that we may be 
enabled to pray unto Thee indeed. Our hearts na- 
turally rebel against subjection ; our spirits will not 
brook restraint, we think, because we have a will we 
must exercise authority, and forget that Thou art 
Lord of all. When good things increase, our spirits 
are the more lifted up, and we wax greater in our own 
eyes. O Lord, in mercy, remove this delusion from 
us; teach us that, the more we have, the more humble 
we ought to be ; for, as our gifts are multiplied, so is 
our dependence on Thee, the gracious and only Giver, 
multiplied also. Remove from us the vain boast to 
which a possession of this world's goods tempts us ; 
and teach us to use them as Thy merciful outpourings. 
Oh make us to remember alway that a misuse is but 
a call upon Thee to take them from us ; and when 
Thou dost so visit us ; when Thou bringest upon us 
affliction, or distress, or sorrow, enable us to examine 
ourselves, and learn why Thy providence has so dealt 
with us. Yet, O Lord, may we do this in faith, with a 
full assurance that it was for our good, not to repine, 
and mistrust the God who loveth his creatures, and cor- 
recteth every one whom He loves. We own that Thou 
art this God, and we pray Thee to keep us Thine in 
all manner of holy living unto our lives, end, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



56 FRIDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O MERCIFUL Lord God, we beseech Thee again 
to hear us ; be nigh unto us whilst we address Thee ; 
enable us to pray earnestly, that we may receive 
effectually, and have a blessing. Give us the perse- 
vering determination of Jacob, that we may wrestle 
with Tliee until the sought for blessing be ours ; and 
stay us by Thy Holy Spirit, lest we faint or grow 
weary, because Thou answerest not soon. We know 
that, though Thou givest not at once, yet to earnest 
and continued supplication, an answer never was yet 
denied, for the prayer of faith cannot be lost, cannot 
return unto us void. But our faith is very weak, even 
when we believed it to be strong; help, therefore, our 
unbelief, and be gracious unto us. Look upon each 
one of us here met in Thy dear Son's name, and to 
each give such good things as we require ; to each vouch- 
safe such mercies temporal and spiritual, as shall 
advance us on our heavenward course, and remove all 
hindrances from our way. Increase our love to Thee, 
and to our fellows; make us to be^of one heart and 
one mind, united in one holy bond of joy and peace, 
love and charity; lead us to see dur best interests as 
one, that wherein we seek a benefit for ourselves, we 
may also seek and endeavour to benefit and bless 
others ; to do good unto all men, in as much as in us 
lies. And oh, make our prayers for each other 
sincere and fervent, as if they were for ourselves, 
and keep us all now and ever under the shadow of Thy 
wings, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 57 

EVENING. 

LORD God, vouchsafe to bless this our evening- 
meeting in Thy dear Son's name ; continue to us, we 
earnestly beseech Thee, the holy privilege, and make 
us to value it as Thine ordinance, as a means of grace, 
and whereby may be strengthened our hope of glory. 
We have read from time to time Tby word ; we have 
taken the holy book into our hands, and traced its 
lines with our eyes, but we would confess, Lord, with 
deep humiliation and abasement of spirit, that we have 
gone away heedless of its instruction, its warnings, its 
precepts. We have walked into the world to follow 
our business, or to seek pleasure, as if no eye but that 
of man were upon us, as if no holy voice had spoken 
to and warned us to flee from the wrath to come. And 
yet Thy word held out its promises, blessings here 
and hereafter; blessings more in number than we 
can recount, to him who hears, reads, and keeps 
those tilings which are written. Lord, pardon us,, 
we pray Thee ; be merciful, we beseech Thee, to us, 
miserable sinners^ blot out our offences, remember 
not our carelessness, but strengthen us for the time to 
come. Make us to hear faithfully, and to read with? 
attention every lesson given in mercy by Thee ; and 
w guide us, by Thy Spirit when we have heard and 
read, that we may not come under the condemnation 
of unprofitable servants who heed not a master's bid<- 
4ing r but may receive the reward promised to those 
who know Thy will and do it, even eternal life 
through Christ Jesus. Amen. 



58 SATURDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING 

O LORD God, who hast promised salvation to all 
men, bidding all to come unto Thee, through Christ 
their common Saviour, accept us, as we seek 
that salvation in His name, and for His sake. 
Lord, we seek it for ourselves, because we know that 
it only endureth ; we ask it for others, because our 
blessed Lord has taught us that we cannot love Thee 
unless we love our brethren also. Oh, do Thou shew 
thy mercy in converting many unto Thee. Look upon 
the deluded Jew, the remnant of Thy chosen people, 
the outcast from Thy favor, and, in this our day, be 
merciful unto them as Thou wert of old. Remove 
the scale from their eyes, the prejudice from their 
hearts, which hide a Saviour from them, and bar their 
way to Thee. Illuminate the paths they tread, that 
they may know Thee, and Jesus Christ whom Thou 
hast sent; that they may turn to the despised Galilean 
as their God ; to the crucified One as their Lord and 
King ; to the humble, lowly Jesus as their Jehovah 
indeed. And do Thou strengthen the energies of 
those who seek their good, that they may be more 
zealous, and more bold to proclaim the one name, as 
the only hope of Jew and Gentile alike ; that all men 
may know that there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we may be saved, but that 
of Jesus. And lead us to Him in full assurance and 
faith, and bless us, for His sake, in these and all our 
prayers. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 59 

EVENING. 

LORD, we would approach Thee again in the 
language of intercession, for we would ask Tbee to 
look with favor and compassion on the heathen, the 
ignorant, and those that are out of the way. Send to 
them speedily the glad tidings of a Saviour, who has 
made atonement for them, and provided a way of 
escape, even for the most vile. Accompany, Lord, 
those faithful men who take the word of truth to their 
benighted fellow- creatures, and let Thy grace be with 
them. Make their way plain ; remove from before them 
all hindrances; and subdue in them all evil propensities 
which might blot their labor of love. Open their 
mouths that they may speak effectually to the thou- 
sands among whom they go, and day by day add to 
the number of Thine elect in all the remote corners 
of the globe. Give to each of us who stay at home more 
energy in prayer on their behalf; more zeal in the 
cause, shewn by more liberality and exertion. Stir 
ns up to see that it is Thy dear Son's especial work, 
as those who go* forth to preach the Gospel, go with 
His especial commission, and let this be among the 
many proofs that we love our Saviour indeed, that 
we 'shew love to those who yet know Him not, by 
bringing His name to them. Yea, Lord, let us more 
and more, from pure love to Thee, and in remem- 
brance of all Thou hast done for us, strive to be 
instruments to bring many to righteousness, and thus 
to glorify Thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
common Lord, and God Amen. * 



60 THE FIRST SUNDAY 

MORNING. 



ALMIGHTY God and Father, Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through and with whom we are 
made heirs of heaven, and inheritors of an everlast- 
ing kingdom, be merciful unto us, we pray Thee, and 
give us a right spirit. Take away from us our stony 
hearts, and give us hearts of flesh, and so subdue our 
evil and corrupt natures, and lead us into Thy truth, 
that we may receive the inheritance purchased for us, 
by the death of Thy dear Son, and become Thine in 
all things. Bless each individual here present accord- 
ing to our several wants. Thou only canst, and dost 
read the hearts of Thy creatures ; oh, look upon our 
hearts in pity; remove from them every evil affection 
and desire; every corrupt imagination and foolish 
thought; purify them from all taint of sin, and cleanse 
them for Thyself, that we may become fitting temples 
' wherein Thou mayest dwell, and pursue those duties 
which are accordant with Thy word. O Lord, since 
now is the accepted time, give us grace now; this day, 
yea, Lord, in this hour, seal on our hearts some new 
truth, and strengthen the little love we bear to Thee ; 
that Thy holy day and its duties may not be lost upon 
us. Bless us in its ordinances, and strengthen us 
from its exercises, so shall we pass onward increasing 
more and more in Thy favor, and being made more 
and more meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light. Oh, hear and answer, we beseech Thee, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. 61 

EVENING. 

LORD, most gracious, high, and holy, behold 
lpplieating servants, who now seek to Thee, as 
r Sabbath closes, to thank Thee for the blessings 
day, for its opportunities and benefits. grant 
e, who have been privileged to enter Thy courts, 
join Thy worshiping people in their prayers and 
5, may not have been there in vain ; may not 
;iven Thee only lip service, but that our hearts 
ave made our prayers acceptable at the throne 
ce. Pardon of wandering thoughts, our sins, 
lort- comings, our want of spirituality in Thy 
3, and, for Jesu's sake, remember them no more 
t us, lest this day, granted in mercy for our 
good, may bring a curse, and add to our con- 
,tion, or seal our ruin. And oh, bless those 
ive not been able to join us, either through sick- 
r infirmity; accept the prayers they have offered 
ee in private ; give them health and strength, 
hey may soon rejoin the congregation of the 
ous, and go with us into Thy house with thanks- 
;, and into Thy courts with praise. And, whilst 
ly that they may soon feel Thy renewed mercy, 
old we ask that they may, from that mercy, if 
proofs of love have failed, learn to love Thee 
, and serve Thee more diligently for the time 
ue. Yea, grant this, Lord, to each of us, and 
is from harm and danger both of body and soul, 
sus Christ's sake, and hear us in His name and 
r in His own words : — Our Father. 



62 MONDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

GOD, high and mighty, be graciously pleased 
to hear our prayer, and answer for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Let our supplications be made known unto 
Thee, and supply all our necessities. But, that we 
may obtain this, oh, enable us to know our wants from 
our wishes: give us the keen understanding, the 
searching power of Thy Holy Spirit that we may read 
our own hearts as they are ; that we may so learn how 
vain and foolish are most of our wishes ; how alto- 
gether unprofitable, and tainted with sin ; how often, 
if granted, they would turn to our own discom- 
fort, disquietude, and sorrow. And then, O Lord, 
convince us how few are our real wants ; for Thou, O 
gracious God, showerest down upon us continually, 
from Thine abundant store, mercies and blessings 
innumerable, leaving a few things to be required, in 
order that we may feel our dependence on Thee, and 
acknowledge Thy power : that we may perceive how 
free is the gift, and how unprovided the receiver. Open 
Thou our mouths, to acknowledge this; make us truly 
to feel our insufficiency to provide for ourselves, to 
obtain any good thing without Thine aid, and then 
strengthen us in both body and soul, that we may 
labour earnestly to obtain a supply of such things as 
we need, to do each of us his duty in the state of 
life in which it hath pleased Thee to place us ; but in 
the spirit of him who said, " Having food and raiment, 
let us be therewith content." And oh, bless our 
labours and hear our prayers for the love Thou bearest 
to Him, whose name we plead, Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 63 

EVENING. 



LORD, who hast ever vouchsafed to hear the 
prayers of Thy faithful people, not only on behalf of 
themselves, but of others, and hast answered the 
humble petition which sought a brother's welfare, we 
would now ask Thee to look with pity and compassion 
upon the whole race of mankind. "We are all Thy 
creatures ; for all alike did our Redeemer die, and for 
each art Thou, O God, waiting to be gracious. "We 
know that Thou art no respecter of persons, but that 
all who love the Lord Jesus .Christ in sincerity, share 
Thy favor and have Thy blessing. Oh, shed abroad 
that love more and more, wider and wider day by day. 
Give grace to Thy ministers in every land, that they 
may speak boldly and faithfully the word of truth. 
Increase the niimber of those who take with them from 
our shores the glad tidings of salvation to distant 
lands, and prepare for them the yet barren soil of 
many hearts, that they may receive the seed of 
eternal truth, and bring forth fruit in due season. To 
the ignorant of our own favored land be, O Lord, 
especially gracious. Shew to them their increased 
iniquity, if they despise the means so abundant, and 
so easy as those which Thou hast mercifully provided 
for us. And make us, who have received the truth as 
it is in Jesus, to shew it forth in our lives, and to 
exemplify it in our daily walk, to speak of it in our 
goings out, and comings in, and to trust to it in all 
things, for His sake, our Redeemer and God. Amen 



64 TUESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, our heavenly father; Thou Shep- 
herd of Israel, who leadest Thy chosen like sheep, 
and bringest them into fair pastures, be Thou to us 
a Shepherd, and give us grace to listen to Thy voiee 
with tender affection, and to obey Thy call. We are 
again called to the duties of another day; we are about 
to enter into the business of life ; and to partake in 
the occupations of time ; the voiee of pleasure may 
perhaps speak to some, the sound of amusement may 
attract others, and the snares of the world may more 
or less absorb all. Oh, be Thou nigh, good Lord, to 
deliver us in the hour of trial ; to give strength when 
temptation comes. Go forth with us, and be present 
in all our doings ; and let the small voice of conscience 
do his busy work, whilst we listen, with attentive 
obedience, to his many biddings. Give us that single- 
ness of heart and purpose which was in Christ Jesus ; 
that devotedness to Thy will which marked His everj 
work ; that desire to follow Him in all things, thai 
we may all, at the last, be found at the right hand oi 
our King and Judge. Thy grace, Lord, is sufficient 
to accomplish this in us ; perfect the work, we beseech 
Thee, in one and all, and lead and guide us, and all 
near and dear to us, our kindred, and friends, that we 
may find even this life pleasant, because devoted to 
Thy service, and a life eternal, sure, because we have 
not trusted in an arm of flesh to deliver us, but in 
Thee only, through Jesus Christ our Mediator and 
God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 65 

EVENING, 

ETERNAL God, Thou searcher of the hearts of 
men, and who knowest what is in man, enable us, by 
the power of Thy Holy Spirit, to search our own 
hearts, to try if they be right with Thee. We know 
how deceitful they are, and desperately wicked; that 
in us dwelleth no good thing : and yet we know that 
we must be made an habitation for Thee by the Spirit, 
if we would live eternally. Shew us, O Lord, our 
every sin ; teach us how to discern iniquity within. 
Lead us to the most searching inquiry into our own 
selves, and every thought which savours of evil, that 
we may flee to Thee, the fountain of mercy, and ob- 
tain pardon, peace, and deliverance. We are indeed 
sore let and hindered in running the race that is set 
before us, on account of our sins : they cleave to us 
as a garment: they inclose us in heavy folds, and 
keep us from Thee. Is it not, Lord, because we know 
them not, and will not understand. Is it not, because 
we are indifferent, and will not inquire. We are 
content to go on as we have done; conscience is lulled ; 
we fancy ourselves secure, because we still live, and 
because Thy love still vouchsafes to us good things ; 
and mercies, though unacknowledged, are renewed to 
us day by day. And yet for all these things, O Lord, 
Thou hast warned us that we shall be brought to 
judgment Oh, purify us, good Lord, from all de- 
filement of sin, and the flesh, and bless us by Thy 
constant help, and keep us to the great day of account, 
for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

F 



66 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, who only doest wonderful things, 
and whose power is over all Thy works ; behold now 
we pray Thee, this household and family, which calls 
upon Thee in the name of Thy dear Son, stretch forth 
Thy fatherly arm over us, to protect in every hour of 
danger, and to shelter when temptation comes. Keep 
us from the pestilence that walketh in noon-day ; from 
pain and disease ; let not sickness get the mastery 
over us, but continue to us Thy great blessings of 
health and strength ; our faculties of mind and body. 
Should sorrow arise, be Thou our consolation, leading 
us to reflect on Him who endured so much greater, 
that we might have peace and joy. Teach us how to 
cast all our care on Thee, in full unhesitating de- 
pendence on Thy power and will to help us, since 
Thou carest for us. Watch over all our doings, 
and keep us that our feet slip not. Order our goings 
in Thy paths, and shew us the way of Thy command- 
ments. And when Thy voice calls us from the 
pleasures and business of life, to worship Thee as we 
would now do, give us that readiness of spirit, that 
cheerfulness which may shew that we value Thy 
presence, that we know how to estimate Thy love, 
and to benefit by Thy mercies. And subdue in ns 
every thought or feeling which might hinder us from 
an undivided attention; which might prevent us join- 
ing in spirit and in truth in the petitions which we are 
about to offer; and accept now and ever our poor and 
feeble service as an offering of faith for the love Thou 
boa rest to Thy dear Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 67 

EVENING. 

LORD, Thou eternal One, who nearest prayer ; 
who hast promised to its faithful exercise speedy and 
full returns. Thou, who hast given us an assurance 
of Thy readiness to meet the wishes, and to remove 
the wants of all Thy creatures in manifold instances 
of mercy and love ; endue us, we humbly beseech 
Thee, with such lively faith, and such sure hope, that 
the words which we now and ever utter unto Thee 
may be prayers indeed. Oh, make them to be the 
outpourings of our hearts ; the fervent expressions of 
devoted spirits ; the earnest cries of wanting creatures, 
who can find no rest nor comfort from any but from 
Thee, through their Redeemer, Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ We must own that our hearts are but barren 
ground; that they produce not such fruit, nor in 
such abundance as they might ; for we have failed to 
seek the dew of thy blessing ; we have not asked the 
continuing aid of Thy Holy Spirit, to breathe upon us 
with His refreshing and enlivening breath ; we have 
not exercised ourselves in prayer. Though we meet 
together, and together use the words of supplication, 
how often do wandering thoughts contradict our lips' 
utterance ; and though we kneel in our chambers, how 
often do we find no answer, because our minds have 
wavered from Thee to the world; from the soul's 
eternal interest, to the cares of life and the profits of 
time. Oh, pardon and deliver us ; and let the Spirit 
which actuated Him who taught us how to pray, 
actuate us whenever we come unto Thee in His name, 
and with His words, as we now do : — Our Father. 



08 THURSDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

WE beseech Thee, eternal Lord God, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, to lend an attentive ear to oar prayer, 
for we would seek Thee, because we can do nothing 
without Thine aid, and because Thou hast promised 
that, if we seek, we shall find. Oh, give us a cheerful 
and ready obedience to Thy will in all things ; make 
us anxiously to inquire into our own hearts, to try and 
prove ourselves, if there be any wicked imagination 
lurking there; if we be harboring malice, or revenge, 
or ill will ; if their be any neighbor or acquaintance 
whom we love not with the christian's love ; if we are 
not inclined to all the good we can, even at our own 
cost, and at the sacrifice of self. Open to us all the 
secret springs of that deceitful member, that we deceive 
not ourselves, that we err not from the right way, the 
while we fancy that we are walking in it. Take away 
from us every prejudice, all pride, and whatsoever 
else may hinder us from following after godliness. 
And do Thou shew us the vanity of all worldly dis- 
tinctions and display, in which man clothes and hugs 
himself, as if to hide shame and nakedness, and sin, 
of which they are the badge; for we know that, how- 
ever we may disguise ourselves before men, in Thy 
sight we are naked, and every member is open to 
Thee, every thought exposed, every desire known. 
And make us to seek the garment of righteousness, 
and the distinction that we are sons of God, and joint 
heirs with Christ, for whose sake hear us, we beseech 
Thee, now and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 69 

EVENING. 

LORD God, who shewest to them that be in 
error the light of Thy truth, to the intent they may 
return into the way of righteousness, mercifully ab- 
solve us from our offences. Hear our confession, and 
listen to our cry for pardon and peace. Yea, Lord, 
blot out our offences which are more in number than 
we can recount, as a thick cloud, and let them 
no more stand against us; for Christ's sake, do 
Thou deal with us in Fatherly compassion ; make us 
to feel our need ever of Thy forbearance; that if 
Thou wert extreme to mark what is done amiss we 
could not abide it; and that Thou wilt in no wise excuse 
the sinner, unless he heartily repent, and turn unto 
Thee for salvation, pardon, and peace. May we take 
good heed unto ourselves, and set a watch upon the 
door of our lips, lest we speak vanity or lies ; lest we 
deceive our neighbor, or attempt to hide our guilt from 
Thee, and so increase our condemnation. May we 
search our own spirits, that they be not blinded nor 
sensual ; not given to sin and iniquity : not set upon 
this world and its fashions which soon pass away and 
are not ; and which do not satisfy, even in the par- 
taking; but lead us to Thy word ; be Thou our lamp 
as we read it, and so impress it on our hearts that we 
may draw thence the waters of life and drink and be 
satisfied. "We ask these things, O Lord, not only for 
ourselves, but for others, for all on whose behalf we 
ought to pray; grant then, we beseech Thee, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



70 FRIDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O LORD, Thou hast done great things for u 
whereat we rejoice ; Thou hast visited us as a natio: 
and kept us as a people, and we Mess Thy holy name 
we thank Thee for all Thy benefits. Yet, Lord, ¥ 
must own, with deep sorrow and contrition of hear 
that we have not received them as Thine, nor acknov 
ledged, as we ought to have done, Thine hand in then 
We have speculated on the wisdom of man, and ac 
mired that counsel which went before prosperity ; bi 
we have forgotten to say that it is Thine hand onl 
which blesseth all things living with plenteousnes 
We have admired the zeal of the husbandman, an 
praised his work, because his crops were full an 
good ; but we have not remembered that it is Thou onl 
O God, who givest the increase. We have risen earh 
and late taken rest, that we might perfect some chei 
ished design, bring some cunning device to perfectioi 
or follow out some scheme of pleasure or profit. Ye 
alas, Thou knowest how seldom we have begun wit 
prayer — how much more seldom we have continue 
our work in the spirit of prayer, a holy and entii 
reliance on Thee to bless our labour, to smile upo 
our engagement, the operations of our hands; an< 
oh, how much more seldom still, our ending was wit 
the voice of praise and thanksgiving. Pardon ui 
good Lord, and shew us Thy love in gentle correctioi 
Be not angry with us for ever, but bless us with fres 
supplies of grace day by day, for Jesus Christ's sak 
Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 71 

EVENING. 

WE beseech Thee, O Lord, by the love Thou 
bearest to Thine own Son, the Son of Thy love, to 
regard lis as Thy children, now prostrate at Thy 
throne, in humble acknowledgment that we are un- 
worthy of Thy love, and that we dare not appear 
before Thee, save in the name of that Son, our 
Mediator and Intercessor. Oh, make us to feel this 
as a truth, which shall influence us through all time, 
and be seen in* our daily life and practice. Subdue in 
us all pride of station, birth, or possession. Make 
us to remember, that Adam was our forefather in 
common with all mankind, and that we, as well as 
they, are all alike under the curse of a broken law ; 
that we are all living in the same world, and all re- 
ceiving from the same God the good things of time, 
though they be dealt out to us in various measures ; 
that we are all redeemed by the One Saviour, who 
shed His blood for the vilest as well as for the noblest 
of mankind, for His first promise of eternal rest was 
to a dying thief; that the Holy Spirit is the Sanctifier 
of all without distinction of persons, for the beggar's 
prayer, uttered in His strength, is availing with Thee 
as though he were a prince, or a king. And, in re- 
membrance of these truths, keep us from that sin, 
through which Eve fell, pride, and which is the darling 
sin of every one of her race, save Him who, though 
a man, was without sin, and for His sake, humble us, 
as He was humble, that we may all be exalted with 
His exaltation and dwell with Thee in eternal life. 
Amen. 



72 SATURDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O LORD, Thou Judge of quick and dead, before 
whom all men must stand at Thine appearing, and 
who knowest all our hearts, the springs of our most 
secret actions, our temptations and our trials, deal 
mercifully with us, we beseech Thee. Let Thine eye 
of pity regard us, in this our cheerful service, and 
Thy voice of love and mercy supplicate Thy Father 
in our behalf. Call to remembrance, as we plead, 
Thine own sufferings, Thy cruel temptations, Thy 
sorrows ; all that can tempt man to forget his Maker, 
to forsake his God, to sin ; and then take our prayers 
to the throne of mercy and grace, and ask, for Thine 
own sake, that we may be strengthened against all the 
assaults of the devil ; that we may have an unwavering 
faith in the promises of the Gospel ; that we may walk 
as children of light ; that we may have no fellowship 
with the works of darkness ; that we may avoid evil ; 
may forsake the company of the ungodly and unbe- 
lievers. Oh, grant that we may ever have grace and 
strength to avoid those who walk not as Thou, our 
Saviour, didst, pure amidst the impure, tainted not 
by their iniquity, but seeking to implant in the hearts 
of all holiness and love. May our faith be manifest 
in acts of christian love and forbearance, and may we 
all remember that, however carefully we think to hide 
ourselves from Thy presence now, Thou must be our 
Judge, as Thou art our very God and Saviour, to 
whom all hearts are open, and who wilt judge us by our 
deeds to condemn, or to bless. Oh, be very gracious unto 
us, and help and deliver us, we beseech Thee. Amen. 



8UNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 73 

EVENING. 

O LORD, thou art very gracious unto Thy land, 
Thou lookest upon it with continuing favor, and 
givest us the increase of many blessings. Preserve 
them to us, we beseech Thee, and give us grateful 
hearts. Instil into us a due sense of all Thy mercies; 
make us to know and understand Thy goodness, and 
so, when sorrows or distress come upon us, to praise 
Thee, rather that we have had less of them, than ta 
murmur or be cast down because Thine hand is heavy 
upon us. Open our eyes to see the many proofs of 
Thy love, Thy tenderness, and pity which daily sur- 
round us; the constantly returning proofs that Thou 
carest for us, because our goings are ordered well ; 
because our nights are passed in refreshing sleep, and 
quiet security; because our days bring us no evil,, 
and the means of grace are many. Oh, shall we 
refuse to praise Thee for these things ; shall we delay 
to make haste; shall we tarry when Thou callest. 
Lord, draw us by Thy spirit; draw us by the cords of 
Thy love and pity, that we may flee to Thee for rest 
and refuge; that we may seek Thee in Thine own 
appointed way, and rejoice in the heavenly comfort 
which our seeking must surely bring upon us. It is. 
Thy work, O God; it is Thy voice which crieth — 
Repent ye, and turn, why will ye die. Graciously 
then confirm our weak and feeble limbs, that we may 
be strong in Thee and rejoice evermore in Thy most 
holy name, and bless Thee for Thine untiring love,, 
especially as shewn in the death of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



74 SECOND SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O ETERNAL Lord God, who hast made all men 
for Thyself, and wouldest that all should come unto 
Thee in Christ, mercifully look upon us who are now 
met together to supplicate Thy mercy, and to ask Thy 
grace. Grant us such grace and strength as may 
enable us to spend this day as we ought, as the Sab- 
bath of the Lord ; as a day of holy rest and heavenly 
refreshing ; as a privileged period when we may come 
before Thee in Thine own house, and confess our sins, 
and pray, together with our fellows, for all the bless- 
ings of .this life, and for more confirmed hopes of a 
better, when death shall have taken us from this 
scene of trials and temptations. Oh, do Thou give 
to all of us who may be able so to come into Thy 
presence this day, spirits purified from the filth and 
pollution of the flesh ; hearts sensible of their naughti- 
ness and deceit; and humility such as should pervade[a 
creature lowly as man when speaking with his Maker 
face to face. And may those who cannot join us in 
Thy courts in body, be there with us in spirit ; may 
our prayers ascend on their behalf, and avail for 
them; and may they give themselves in their own 
•chambers, and in the stillness of their homes, to holy 
communion with Thee, that this day be not counted 
unto them as sin, but that we all may rejoice in it 
with exceeding great joy, and find a comfort which 
only Thou canst give, and which we ask in the 
name of our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen 



AFTER CHRISTMAS. /5 

EVENING. 

LORD God, our Sovereign and Creator, ano- 
ther Sabbath' 8 privileges have been ours, renewed 
means of grace have been given to us, and we would, 
with grateful hearts, though our words be feeble, 
because our power is weak, bless Thee for the gift, 
and thank Thee for the privilege. Oh, make our 
future lives bear witness to the sincerity of our lips' 
expression. Strengthen us to walk according to all 
the precepts we have this day heard ; to follow out 
the instruction we have this day received. Enable us 
to lay to heart the warnings of Thy ministers, which 
they have uttered, in Thy name, and by Thy autho- 
rity, to us ; and to grant to each one of us such a 
spirit of holy teachable submission, that we may learn 
as babes, and receive with meekness and affection the 
engrafted word, which is able to save our souls. May 
we lay to heart the value of time, whose it is, and for 
what purpose it is lent to us. May we perceive in it 
the opportunity to work out our own salvation ; that it is 
a talent which me must use to promote the glory of the 
Giver, and restore to Him at the last day with usury, or 
suffer with the unprofitable servant. Yea, Lord, im- 
press this upon us, for we must confess that, though 
our days be short, we use them not as we might, we 
value them not as we ought ; we dream hours away, 
and waste precious minutes, in vain and profitless 
speculation. O Lord, hear our confession; give to 
us a repentance not to be repented of; strengthen us 
for the time to come, and pardon the past, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



76 MONDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou who readest the hearts, and knowest 
the powers of man ; Thou who canst tell our strength 
and faculties for the work we ought to do, be merciful 
unto us, for we are very slow to work for Thee ; our 
hearts are very dull, and heavy ; our spirits flag, and 
move not, though Thou hast redeemed us. Oh, that 
our zeal were proportioned to our opportunities ; that 
our earnestness equalled our wants, and that our 
desires could but prompt the utterance of our prayers. 
Oh, that we could flee unto Thee with the eagerness 
with which we seek human means to deliver us out of 
trouble, and give those energies, which human designs 
find us ready to employ in perfecting them, towards 
working out our soul's salvation. Oh, that we could 
be wise ; and walk, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming 
the time, giving our nights to prayer, and our days to 
a faithful walk before Thee, and so let our light shine 
before men, that they might see our good works, and 
glorify Thee, our Father, in heaven. O Lord, hear 
us, and pursuade us, for Thy voice is love ; lead us, 
for Thy doings are mercy ; and pour out upon us 
more and more, day by day, of Thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus ; and, loving Thee better, may 
do the work that thou hast appointed for us, whatso- 
ever it be ; and that we may, at that day, receive the 
reward of faithful servants, the joy of our Lord. Yea, 
make this our rejoicing, not that we have joy here, 
but that our joy is in heaven with Thee, God, and 
our blessed Saviour, and the Holy Ghost, for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 77 

EVENING. 

O LORD, we come before Thee to pour out our 
hearts in prayer, and to unburden our spirits, for our 
sins are many, and our short-comings are very grievous. 
We are cold in the performance even of our vows. 
We regard Thee as a hard master, who requirest more 
than we can perform, and we wilfully blind ourselves 
to those acts of mercy which day by day shew Thy 
kindness, Thy forbearance, and love. O God, were 
we to speak the truth from our hearts, we must each 
one own that we are all debtors to Thee for things 
which we can never repay; we have received more 
than we can acknowledge ; more than our memories 
can retain. Thine arm sheltered our infancy ; Thine 
band led our infant years ; and Thy grace only has 
restrained us when, in later years, we have refused to 
yield to temptation, and to partake in sin. Thy mercy 
has supplied our necessities ; and, if we have labored 
for earthly wages, and the supply of earthly necessities, 
it was Thou who didst give us strength and health, to 
do our duty in the state of life in which it has pleased 
Thee to place us. Young and old, rich and poor, 
must all alike proclaim that Thou art merciful and gra- 
cious, long suffering and of great kindness. O Lord, 
open Thou our lips and our mouths shall speak Thy 
praise. Shew us Thy salvation ; convince us of Thy 
doings for the children of men ; and if we lack any- 
thing that is good, oh, teach us to come to Thee in 
faith, relying on Thy promises in Christ Jesus, and so 
save us from the unbeliever's fate, for his sake, our 
Redeemer. Amen. 



78 TUESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

WE would come before Thee, Lord God, in the 
name of our blessed Redeemer, we would seek Thee 
through our great Intercessor, and for His sake ask 
Thee to look with Thy favor upon us. Give us cheer- 
ful, quiet spirits, set on Thee, and rejoicing in Thy 
favor ; hearts above the vanities and follies of life ; 
affections resting on better things than those of sense 
and time; dispositions accordant with the holy ex- 
ample of our Saviour; and voices attuned to Thy 
law, and given to prayer and praise. Let Thy Holy 
Spirit work in us these things, and dwell within us, 
that we may ever have before our eyes a true convic- 
tion of our state, an abiding sense of our insufficiency 
to do anything of ourselves, and of the shortness of 
the time in which we have to work out our own salva- 
tion. Days pass, months and years accumulate upon 
our heads, and Thou still sparest us that we may 
repent and turn to Thee ; turn us, good Lord, and 
have mercy upon us; deliver us from the* tempta- 
tions which most easily beset us ; shew us to ourselves 
as we are, and, oh, make us to see what we ought to 
be. Open our eyes to learn this from Thy book ; to 
read it in the word of Thy law, and keep us, and all 
near and dear unto us by Thy especial Providence, so 
shall we indeed rejoice and have exceeding joy, even 
in this world, and in the world to come everlasting 
felicity, through Him who purchased it for . us, 
by His own blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 79 

EVENING. 

E beseech Thee, God, to hear and answer our 
rs for Jesus Christ's sake. Pour into our hearts 
a pure and holy love for Thee, such a sense of 
oercy and goodness, that we may love Thee 
all things ; that we may consider all the gifts of 
all the joys of this life, all the blessings we can 
te of here, as nothing in comparison with Thy 
nothing when put in opposition to it. Thou 
create man in Thine own image ; Thou didst 
; him with Thy moral likeness, that he might 
before Thee in righteousness and holiness all the 
)f his life. And, when he fell by sin, Thou didst 
Thine only Son, the Son of Thy love, from the 
ions of glory that He might take our nature upon 
and, tabernacled in flesh, that He die for our 
iption. And now Thou strivest ever with us by 
Spirit ; Thou dost condescend to urge us to come 
ee to be saved; and love cannot do more. Oh, 
into us such love ; give us a knowledge of it, 
re may endeavour to imitate it, and, wheresoever 
, may shew it forth in our life and conversation 
y glory ; that we may cleave to Thee as our best 
ler and Friend, and learn from Thee, and so walk 
ion wouldst have us. gracious Lord let Thy 
« indeed manifest in us, that all men may see our 
works, and may know, that we not only profess 
laine, but obey Thy law, and so, by Thy grace, be 
> glorify Thee our Father in heaven. This we 
>r Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



80 WEDNESDAY AFTEK SECOND 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, who with Thy promises, hast also 
uttered warnings; who, with declarations of merjcy, 
msfay and great, hast also spoken of justice and judg- 
ment to come ; open our ears to listen to Thy voice, 
now whilst at is called day, lest death come upon us 
unawares, and we he awakened from our sleep of in- 
difference and false security into which we have 
fallen, hy the thunders of wrath and vengeance, when 
there is no remedy. Oh, let the still small voice of 
persuasive love plead with us ; and let every good 
thing we enjoy urge us -to flee to the great Giver, 
who is, in Christ Jesus, a reconciled Father ; even to 
Thee, our Lord God. We must own, Lord, and 
therefore, our prayer is urgent, that hitherto Thy 
mercy and love have not persuaded us ; they have been 
ours, but we would not be Thine. Oh, then let the 
fearful denunciations of judgment to come, the threaten- 
ings of eternal punishment, be effectual. Shew 
us, in all its fulness, the evil prepared for the wicked, 
and those who love not the Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity and truth. Save us, good Lord, oh save us, 
though we suffer here ; though pain and sorrow and 
anguish be our taskmasters, let us bear them all, 
rather than forfeit a hope of the inheritance with the 
saints in light ; rather than prepare our place with the 
devil and his angels, where misery is an everlasting 
portion. We know that Thou wouldest not that any 
•should perish ; give us grace to come unto Thee for 
that salvation which Christ has wrought for us, and 
seal it ours for His sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 81 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, a refuge and fortress to all 
who trust in Thee. Thou, Most High, who dwellest 
in the secret place, and yet waitest to receive Thy 
suffering sinful creatures, who flee unto Thee, through 
Jesus Christ ; we now come, in His name; and shielded 
by His merits. We are beset on every side with dan- 
ger; temptations are many and strong; sin smiles, 
and comes in the luring form of pleasure ; iniquity 
promises rich things ; and the beauty of the world 
often leads us to think only of itself. Friends beguile ; 
acquaintance occupy us, 'and time passes away un- 
heeded. All around is very fair, and we are too 
frequently led to feel as if we were very happy and 
content. O Lord, shew us the fearful delusion of 
these tilings ; convince us of the folly of yielding to 
any persuasion, however right it may seem, until we 
have tried it by the rule of Thy law ; until we have 
fled to Thee in prayer, to deliver us from the snare, 
and to cover us with Thy feathers. 0, let Thy truth 
be our shield and buckler. Give us that entire trust, 
and confidence in Thee, and Thy goodness and pro- 
mises, that, loving Thee above all things, we may feel 
no evil shall befal us, neither shall any plague come 
nigh our dwelling; for Thou wilt give Thine angels 
charge over us to keep us in all our ways. And do 
Thou so bless our dear relations and friends ; do Thou 
so keep all for whom we ought to pray, and let Thy 
light shine more brightly upon us day by day, until 
we arrive at the fulness of light in Thy 'presence, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



THURSDAY AFTER SECOND 



MORNING. 



LORD, who is like unto Thee; who does as 
Thou doest for the sons of men ; or, in whom can we 
trust bat Thee. Kings are afar off, and hear us not; 
mighty men are seeking praise, honor, and glory for 
themselves; they are pursuing this world's goods; 
and every one has to labor on his own account. And 
yet, Lord, in our vanity and folly, we dare to put our 
trust in princes ; we -presume that they may help and 
prosper us, and we petition for their favor. We look 
to our fellow man for aid, and protection in difficulties 
and dangers, and we are content to trust our life to 
human skill. Oh, how we condemn ourselves, and 
deny the truth which is in us. We know that with 
Thee only is health and strength ; that in Thy favor 
only is light and life ; and that Thou canst do all 
things. Teach us, Lord, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
to use the means which Thou hast appointed on earth 
for our good, only in subservience to Thee. When we 
ask from man a benefit, let it follow a prayer for Thy 
blessing ; and when we use man's skill, oh, let us feel 
that Thou only canst make it effectual for its purposed 
aid. Tea, Lord, so establish our faith, that our hope 
may be sure ; so order our goings, that our feet may 
stand upon a rock, even the Rock of ages, Jesus Christ 
our Redeemer; so stay us in every hour and trial, 
that we may never forget Thee as our God, our Father, 
and Friend, but may look to Thee ever in Christ, for 
whose sake we beseech Thee to hear us in these peti- 
tions, and further in His own words, our prayer : — 
Our Father. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHBI8TMA8. 83 

EVENING. 

ETERNAL Lord God, high and holy, hear our 
confession, and make our repentance sincere. We 
how the naughtiness of our hearts, and how unruly 
our tongues are. We must own that, day hy day, we 
speak vain things, and our lips utter lies. Oh, how 
often have we called on Thee in words, which our 
spirits never felt; how often have we said, Lord, 
when our thoughts were far from Thee ; and how often 
have we bended the knee in proposed adoration, when 
things of time and sense had the mastery of us. O 
Lord, let Thy pardoning grace forgive the past, and 
Jesu's blood he the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
And, for the time to come, let Thy Spirit's aid be 
more fully imparted, more freely given. Teach us to 
pray more continually, more perseveringly, more 
earnestly for that holy gift, that heavenly grace. 
Open Thou our mouths ever to speak Thy praise, and 
keep the door of our lips, that they utter no evil. 
Preserve us from profane words ; from foolish expres- 
sions ; from idle utterance. Let no ungodly thought 
find vent in words ; no deep laid device of iniquity 
pass our tongue. But enable us to tell of Thy won- 
ders "day by day; to proclaim Thy mercies to the 
sons of men ; to shew forth Thy praise in hallowed 
language; and to declare a dying Saviour's love. 
Shew us how blessed a thing it is to speak of Thy 
praise ; to tell of Thy wonders early in the morning 
and of Thy goodness in the night season ; and so to 
turn our members into instruments of righteousness, 
to Thy honor and glory, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amew. 



84 FRIDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

LORD and Saviour, we come onto Thee because 
we know that Thou art merciful and ever ready to 
heal the sorest disease under which man can labor, 
and that we have but to ask in faith that our souls 
may be satisfied. We come unto Thee, because we 
have need of Thine assistance, we require Thine 
aid. Temptations are many, both from within and 
without; our own sinful passions are continually 
leading us astray; they are ever rising in rebellion 
against Thee ; the voice of pleasure calls us, the evil 
one speaks by his slaves to us to follow them to the 
fancied haunts of joy, and alas, we too often yield, 
and go astray; we forget Thee, and Thy mercy and 
love ; we refuse Thy invitations, we are deaf to Thy 
warnings ; all the threatenings of Thy law are un- 
heeded, and we go on our way as if we were the 
creatures of to-day, made only for this life. Hear us 
as we come, and be gracious unto us ; remove our 
stony hearts, and give us hearts of flesh ; speak to us 
yet more plainly, more persuasively, and strive yet 
longer and more powerfully with us hy Thy Spirit, 
that we may cease from evil and learn to do well; 
that we may walk in Thy paths, and in the way of 
Thy commandments, and so be prepared, gracious 
Saviour, for Thy coming with the welcome of a faith- 
ful servant to his loving Lord, and take these our 
petitions to Thy Father's Throne, and plead Thy 
merits on our behalf, now and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 85 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, merciful Father, who afflictest Thy 
children in love to hring them to Thyself, we would 
humbly pray Thee to bless all those on whom Thine 
hand now presses. Yea, Lord, look upon them 
with Thy favour, and let Thy grace accompany Thy 
visitations, that they may tend to Thy glory, and accom- 
plish the great work for which they were sent. Turn, 
O Lord, the eyes, of all our sick and suffering fellow- 
creatures unto Thyself. Let their sorrows teach them 
how to value this world, and life, and the things of 
time, which are all vanity when Thou breath est the 
breath of Thy displeasure. Lead them to a prayerful 
consideration of those things which in health they 
enjoyed, and which they cannot now look upon, even 
with a smile; and then shew them the Saviour plead- 
ing for them ; waiting to hear their first contrite sigh, 
to take it into Thy holy presence. Give them the 
sanctifying influence of Thy Spirit, to direct their 
thoughts heavenward; to draw them altogether from 
the follies of a temporal existence, and to fix them on 
the glories of an eternal inheritance. But, Lord, we 
would humbly ask Thee to assuage their pain, allevi- 
ate their sufferings, and take away from them disease 
and anguish. And be merciful unto us ; keep us from 
sin, lest we call down Thy judgment ; and from pre- 
sumption, lest we awaken Thy wrath, and make us to 
he all humble-minded, patient, faithful, waiting Thy 
time, in all things, for Jesus Christ's sake, our God. 
Amen. 



86 SATURDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O LORD, hear us from Thy dwelling-place, and 
direct our cry ; give us prayerful spirits, that our 
petitions may be heard and answered, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Yea, Lord, teach us to pray ; make us to feel 
its privilege, and to rejoice in the mercy which per- 
mits sinful man to approach his Maker with the lan- 
guage of importunity, and to storm Thy throne with 
the violence of earliest desire. Teach us that, without 
prayer, we are but unwinged birds ; beings with de- 
sires which can never be satisfied, with appetites, whose 
craving will only increase with the flight of time. 
Shew us, we beseech Thee, how our best interests 
depend on prayer ; and open our eyes to see our Sa- 
viour bending His knee, and crying unto Thee in all 
the fervor of humble determination which must be 
heard : and then lead us into His steps. Oh, give to 
each one of us His spirit ; His entire trust, as man, 
on His father's mercy, and in our afflictions, to say 
with Him, " If it be possible let this cup pass from 
me, yet not my will but Thine be done." And bless 
us in all our social meetings ; may they be blessed 
to every one of us ; and, to this end, may we come to 
them in faith, with a fervent desire to have the things 
for which we ask, and evermore rejoice in Thy most 
holy comfort ; may we learn that Thy promises are 
only to them who ask ; that Thou hast only promised 
to those who seek that they shall find, and an opening 
only to those who knock, that we may ever come, 
seeking, and knocking, as we would now do, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 87 

EVENING. 

WHEREWITH shall we approach Thee, O eternal 
Jehovah, for we have nothing to bring ; we are too 
vile to appear in Thy sight, even when pleading our 
faith, our hopes, our righteousness Thou hast taught 
us wherewith to come; Thou, in mercy, hast shewn us 
what to bring, even the righteousness of Christ, and 
His atoning blood, and through Him we have access 
unto Thee. Cause us then to come, now and ever, in 
His name, and trusting to His merits; remove from 
us all ignorance of Him, of His holy nature and 
attributes, His gracious offices and power, lest we fail 
to receive the benefits, and to enjoy the blessings 
which He has purchased for us. May we see Him as 
a loving Saviour, who has given an earnest of His 
love, in that He died to redeem our souls from hell, 
and from the power of Satan, and went from earth to 
heaven to prepare a place for us, and to send that 
Comforter who should abide with us for ever, that He 
might lead us to the blessed mansions of eternal life 
and light May we ever be found in Him and He in 
us ; may we ever seek His face in our hours of joy as 
in our day of sorrow, that our praises as well as our 
prayers may ascend to His ear, and cause a joy which 
He ever feels in the humble addresses of His crea- 
tures. Oh, grant this for His sake, and hear us now 
and ever in that prayer which He taught and com- 
manded us to use :— Our Father. 



88 FIRST SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD, we hail this day as Thine, as that which 
Thou hast made and we rejoice in it ; yea, we are 
glad, for we can go into Thy courts, we can worship 
Thee in the assembly of Thy people ; we can bend 
our knees in the place where Thou hast set Thy name, 
and we can hear Thy holy word read and preached, 
and leam the way of salvation. Ob, make this joy 
the joy of each one's heart here present; give to each 
such an earnest desire to serve Thee ; such a longing 
after Thee, that we may derive the benefits which 
must follow a faithful service, a diligent attendance on 
the means of grace, this day affords. And not only 
would we ask this for ourselves, but for all near and 
dear to us ; give them loving faithful hearts; endue 
them with Thy Holy Spirit ; open their eyes, if those 
of any of them be yet blinded [and shut, to the truth 
as it is in Jesus ; make them to see their lost and 
ruined condition, and bring this day salvation to them, 
that Thy name may be more glorified, and fresh 
members be added to the Church. And shed Thy 
blessing on those, who are not able, through sickness 
or necessity, to go into Thine house of prayer this 
day ; make our prayers effectual for them ; let our 
petitions arise on their behalf; and turn their hearts 
in their chambers, or wheresoever they may be, to 
holy thoughts, 'to communings with Thee, that they 
may be blessed in this day, and find comfort and con- 
solation which shall stay, and support them, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY. $9 

EVENING. 

WE come, O Lord, at the close of another Sabbath, 
into Thy presence, with the voice of joy and gladness, 
and ever thank Thee for the mercy which has made it 
ours. Oh, seal upon our hearts the instruction which 
our ears have heard, the lessons to which we have 
listened, and may it be as good seed scattered on fruit- 
ful ground; to bring forth abundantly. May we live 
more and more, day by day, [in {Thy faith and fear; 
may we seek Thee with more diligence ; may we be 
more persevering in our duties ; more devoted to Thy 
service. Enable us to see it as our highest interest, 
and first duty to glorify Thee in our bodies, which 
are Thine ; and may we all wait upon Thee, as Thy 
day of holy rest returns, with gladness of heart and 
cheerfulness of spirit, as if we had received a rich 
boon, had obtained a great prize. And do Thou pros- 
per the Church to which we belong ; purify it from all 
error; remove all schism from among us; make its 
members a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
Give them that unity of spirit which is from above,. 
and which only cometh down from the Father of lights, 
even from Thee, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning; that all men may see and 
know that we are Thy disciples indeed; that they 
may mark us as we follow our blessed Lord, and 
be so led to look to Him as their hope and stay, 
and to walk in His steps. Oh, grant this for His 
sake, and keep us through Thy mercy and love, Thine 
for ever. Amen. 



90 MONDAY AFTER FIBST 

MORNING. 

LORD, what is man that thou art mindful of 
him, or the son of man that Thou visitest him ; we 
are sinners, even from the beginning ; we have gone 
astray from our earliest hours ; we have deserved day 
by day Thy punishments, and had not the wrath of 
an offended God been stayed by merciful remembrance 
of our weaknesses and frailty, we had longfago been 
consigned to eternal flames. But Thou hast graciously 
spared us to another day ; a day indeed of trial, and in 
which temptation may arise, but for which we would 
adore Thy divine majesty, because in it we may turn 
and repent. Turn us, good Lord, "and so shall we be 
turned ; spare us from the ruin which threatens to 
overwhelm, from the misery which is nigh unto us ; 
and let Thy Holy Spirit strive yet longer with us. But, 
Lord, keep us from presumptuous sins, lest they get 
the dominion over us ; lest we sink deeper and deeper 
into the sea of iniquity into which so many plunge,"and 
from which, when too late, they would escape. Make us 
to remember, that now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation; and enable us, in thisour mortal day, 
nay in this very hour, to form, in Thy strength, new 
resolutions, to seek new desires, heavenly pleasures, 
hopes which are from above, that so we may be en- 
abled to commence a closer walk with Thee, and Thy 
dear Son, to whom with the Holy Ghost three persons 
but one God, we would ascribe all honor and dominion 
for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY, 91 

EVENING. 

ETERNAL God, Maker of the universe, Thou 
High and Holy One, thatinhabitest eternity, vouchsafe 
to hear us. Thou who hast borne with man through ages 
of rebellion and sin, mercifully behold us ; let Thy 
patience be exercised on our behalf, and spare us yet 
a little while, that we may turn to Thee in sincerity, 
and seek Thee, with holy determination. How often 
have we trifled with Thy mercy, and despised Thy 
warnings ; how often neglected Thy threatenings, and 
walked as if our life were at our own will, and this 
world all our own. And yet Thou hast spared us ; oh, 
grant it be not to add to our iniquity and increase 
our condemnation ; but that we use the time to come 
as Thy gift, to be improved to our soul's good, and 
Thy glory. And do Thou keep us ever mindful that 
our life, at longest, is but short, and may soon be 
ended; yea, this night may be our last of life; that even 
now the latest sands of our existence here maybe run- 
ning out, and we be standing at this moment on the very 
threshold of eternity. May we lay this seriously to 
heart, and with the more earnestness offer these our 
petitions unto Thee ; may we recall the past, and seek 
Thy pardoning grace on all its blots, its sins, its 
offences; may we resolve, in Thy strength, to pass the 
future more in conformity with Thy will and law, 
that whensoever the summons come, we may indeed 
be prepared to surrender our life with joy, knowing 
an eternal inheritance is ours, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



92 TUESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

LORD, Thou hast commanded Thy disciples 
to pray for all men, because Thou wouldest have all 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of Thee 
and of Thy dear Son ; make our prayers now so effec- 
tual that, whilst we offer them in fervor and holy love, 
they may have their answer, and bring down a bless- 
ing from Thee upon all for whom we pray. For our 
Queen we would ask every spiritual good ; a heart 
unmoved by aught but the desire for Thy glory, know- 
ing that all needful things must follow ; and a holy 
determination to promote it by every act of her sove- 
reign will. For her consort and offspring we would 
ask Thy especial blessing, may they be ornaments to 
the State, and an example of good to all around them* 
Give wisdom to our senators; that wisdom which is 
from above, and whose end and aim is heaven, that 
they may see how to walk, and rule those over whom 
they are set, remembering that to Thee they must one 
day give account of their every deed. Shower 
down a saving knowledge on all the ministers of Thy 
Church from the highest to the lowest; keep them 
from error ; enable them to feed the flock of Christ 
entrusted to them with wholesome food, and bless 
their labors with much increase. Look with an eye of 
oompassion on all the members of that Church ; esta- 
blish them in the faith and fear of Thee, and of Thy 
dear Son ; give them boldness to contend as faithful 
soldiers of their Saviour, and make us all to be one 
in spirit and in truth, for Jesus Christ's sake our Lord 
and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 93 

EVENING. 

O LORD who hast called us with a holy calling ; 
who hast mercifully taken us from the darkness of 
ignorance in which we sometime walked, to he the 
children of light, to dwell in Thy presence for ever ; 
vouchsafe to us, we pray Thee, such a measure of Thy 
grace here, that we may love the light, and flee that 
darkness with which the world encompasses the souls 
of men. Enable us to pursue steadily our calling in 
Christ Jesus ; to walk with that singleness of heart and 
mind which becomes the disciples of a merciful God, 
a loving Saviour. Grant that we may be ever watch- 
ful against the secret and many snares with which the 
devil surrounds us; not presuming on light and 
strength hitherto granted, but seeking, day by day, 
fresh gifts from Thee, and renewed power to resist the 
daily renewed temptations of our great enemy. Oh, 
let not our minds be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ, but keep our hearts with all diligence, 
and let our minds be stayed on Thee. We know, O 
Lord, that Thy promise is to those who come ; strong 
in that promise, we have entered into Thy presence ; 
and, because we have had the benefit and blessing of 
that light which comes from above, from Thee, God, 
the Father of lights, therefore, we have found our 
way to Thee. Oh, send us not empty away, but 
increase Thy blessing, to each one of us, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our Lord. Amen. 



94 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIRST ' 

MORNING. 

MOST holy and ever blessed God, we again bdw our 
knees before Thee with contrition of heart, and deep 
sorrow for our numerous offences ; we would confess 
them before Thee ; we would come into Thy presence 
with a saddening knowledge of our insufficiency to help 
ourselves, a depressing sense of our weakness, and 
inability to fulfil the requirements of Thy most holy 
law. Oh, make us to see ourselves, as we are ; open 
our eyes, the eyes of each one of us, — to behold our- 
selves in the nakedness of our nature, in that corrup- 
tion in which we were born, and from which we never 
can be freed, but which shall not be counted against 
us, if we only flee to Thee for succour through Christ ; 
if we only clothe ourselves in His righteousness, and 
wearing it as a garment, let all men see that we are 
Thy disciples indeed. Lord, make us to understand 
and appreciate the value of this His inestimable gift ; 
make us to see it as more precious than gold or 
silver, than all the blessings and comforts and posses- 
sions of this life, or even than life itself; and then 
endue us with power from above to go and search for 
it as for hid treasure ; to seek it with diligence and zeal ; 
early and late, and not to rest until we And it. And, 
having found it, make us faithful, continuing stead- 
fast unto the end, and ever rejoicing in Thy precious 
gift, that we may be received as worthy through Christ 
to sit at the marriage supper of the Lamb. To Him 
with Thee, O God, and the Holy Spirit, be glory and 
dominion for ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 
EVENING. 



O LORD, who is like unto Thee; who but 
Thou orderest all things ; who but Thou, art high, 
and holy, and omnipotent ; who but Thou canst give 
life and take it away. And yet who, as Thou art, is 
mocked, despised, blasphemed, neglected. Who as 
Thou art, is deprived of his rights, and yet forbearest 
to avenge, because Thou wouldest have the offended 
to seek for pardon and to obtain peace. Who, as 
Thou art, is warred against with the very weapons 
which were bestowed by Thyself for great and gra- 
cious ends, for man defies Thee in the exercise of that 
very reason which was given that He might thereby 
know Thee; of that understanding with which he was 
invested, that He might learn Thy ways, and walk 
therein through this troubled scene of our mortality. 
Spare us, O good Lord, from such iniquity ; subdue 
us to a more rational, a more holy spirit ; break down 
the pride and stubbornness of our corrupt nature, and 
bring us all in subjection to the law of Christ ; teach 
us His obedience, that we may go about doing good 
for His sake; and make us simple minded, ready to 
assist others where we can lessen their burden, or 
lighten their yoke, seeing that He was every ready to 
stretch forth His arm in acts of mercy and love. And 
give us the consolations of Thy Holy Spirit to help, 
defend, and strengthen us, for Jesus Christ's sake our 
God. Amen. 



96 THURSDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O GRACIOUS God, another day has opened upon 
us, and we would dedicate this its early hour to Thy 
service, to the worship of Thee. Be Thou present 
with us, we beseech Thee, by Thy Spirit, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Take charge of us, and all belonging 
to us this day ; may no fraud be practised to our in- 
jury, no deception to our ruin. Thou clothest the 
lilies of the field, and they obey Thee; do Thou 
in mercy, so clothe us, and give us like obedience; 
may the purity of our lives resemble the excellence of 
their bright hues; may the simplicity of our deeds 
be before Thee as the sweetness of their perfume ; 
and may their verdure be only as the freshness of our 
spirits, when we bow down to worship and serve Thee. 
<Give us, O Lord, neither poverty nor riches; and 
shouldest Thou deny all else, teach us, having food 
and raiment, to be therewith content. Give us nothing, 
O Lord, but what must minister to our good; and 
teach us to discern the sweet from the bitter in this 
world ; not by our natural tastes, but by reference to 
Thy holy word and will, that we may thus avoid 
many snares, and be stayed on Thee. And may a 
loiowledge of Thy will be our best incentive ; may it 
he our guide, our constant eomfort, so that our minds 
may be at peace, and our hearts free from trouble, and 
we may feel ourselves to be Thy disciples indeed. Oh 
grant ' this in mercy and love, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



MTER THE EPIPHANY. 97 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord God, our Governor and 
I^server, let Thy face shine upon us, and Thy Spirit 
influence us, whilst we pray. Speak peace to our 
souls ; take away from us whatsoever may hinder us 
from offering undivided service, and entire hearts. 
We would adore Thee, Lord, as the supreme and 
only God. We would worship Thee, as the One, to 
whom we owe everything, as we received all things 
from Thee. We would own, that Thou hast a claim 
upon our best service ; that we can never fulfil what 
we owe to Thee, nor perform what Thy law requires 
at our hands. Grant, we beseech Thee, that nothing 
may step in to claim a joint place in our hearts ; that 
we may not he tempted, like the heathen, to have 
gods many, and lords many ; but enable us to com- 
prehend Thy nature, and attributes, Thy majesty and 
power, that we may know how to worship Thee with 
a spiritual worship, and in truth. To this end, 
Lord, give us an abiding faith in that mysterious 
union, which binds three persons in one Godhead. 
Let not vain presumption lead us to deny that saving 
truth. Spare us, good Lord, from such awful heresy, 
such daring impiety and sin; and keep us true and 
sincere worshipers of the triune God, Jehovah, our 
God, and Saviour. Oh, let not our condemnation be, 
that we' refused to acknowledge Thee to be the Lord 
our God, because we had other gods than Thee. And 
hear us, we beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake, our 
Saviour. Amen. 



98 FRIDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O GOD, eternal, high in the heavens over all ; the 
Creator and Governor of the universe ; give as such 
a sense of Thy majesty and greatness, that we may 
worship Thee with a holy worship; an entire and 
humble heart. Keep us, we beseech Thee, from all 
idolatry, that we make not to ourselves any graven 
image ; nor bow down and worship the work of man's 
hands. Suffer us not to find any form or object 
which may divide our service, or interfere with our 
duty to Thee. Preserve us from the love of riches, 
which eat as a canker, and are the root of all evil ; 
from the desire for honors, which occupy time and 
talents, and make Thy name to be lightly esteemed. 
Shew to us the hollowness of fame, for which men 
labor, as for a good thing : and let us never forget 
that, without Thy blessing, riches are but poverty, and 
fame is a disgrace. We are too much tempted, Lord, 
by things of time and sense; our natural hearts seek 
them rather than Thee ; and our spirits cleave to them 
more than to Thee. We love the present, because it 
is ours ; and in its enjoyment we destroy our future, 
which by faith in Thy promises, were ours also. We 
declare daily by our doings, that we will not have 
Thee to rule over us. And yet we own that Thou art 
God in heaven above, and in the earth beneath. O 
Lord, make our actions more conformable to our 
profession. Teach us how to acknowledge Thee as God 
alone ; not by saying unto Thee Lord, Lord, but by 
doing Thy will, giving to Thee our whole hearts, for 
the love of Thy dear Son, our Saviour and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER TH1 EPIPHANY. 99 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, whose name is holy, give us, we 
pray Thee, such a sense of Thy majesty, that we may 
never speak of Thee with irreverence, or profanenesa. 
Let Thy name he ever a watchword with ns, to lead ns 
to sober thought and serious reflection. May it bring to 
our minds those great and solemn considerations 
which Thy attributes mast inspire with Thy worship- 
ers. Make us to remember that Thou art in heaven 
and we upon earth ; and that to Thee we must account for 
everything we say or do. Keep then our mouths from 
naming Thy name with levity ; preserve us from the 
sin of jesting about anything sacred ; or making Thy 
word the subject of idle conversation, or profane 
remark. When we kneel in prayer, preserve us from 
taking Thy name in vain, by allowing our thoughts to 
wander, whilst we are calling, in words, on Thee to hear. 
Oh, how often do we thus break Thy commandment, 
sin against Thee, and stand in Thy sight guilty and 
condemned. Impress upon us so deeply the importance 
of not thus offending, that we may ourselves practise, 
and urge upon others the necessity of exercising, grave 
and constant watchfulness. And do Thou shed more 
light on the dark and ignorant around us, that they * 
may cease from this prevailing and deadly sin, and 
learn to love that name, which has so often passed their 
lips in vain, as the one which seals our hopes, and is 
the ground of our faith. Lead us to worship Thee as 
the one God, whose glory none can reach, and whose 
name is to be honored for the love and sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



100 SATURDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O GOD, Thou hast spoken, and all Thy people 
have heard Thy voice declaring — "Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." Thy prophets have 
uttered warnings and promises connected with that 
day, and judgments are denounced against him who 
profanes it. O Lord, now, ere another Sabbath dawn, 
permit us to ask Thy enlivening grace, to make us 
more sensible of the duties and the privileges of that 
day which Thou hast hallowed. Enforce upon us its 
holiness to Thee ; that it is Thine own day, on which 
man shall cease from labour and pleasures, and, turn- 
ing to Thee with heart and spirit, dedicate its hours to 
Thy spiritual service. Make us to know that, as Thy 
command to man is, to labor through six days, to do 
all his work, so, on the seventh day, he is equally called 
by Thee to rest from his labor, to cause all things 
which may occupy him or his servants, to cease, that we 
may devote its every hour to Thy worship and glory. 
O Lord, we have too often refused to do this ; and, 
though we have gone into Thine house, we have left 
it to join the company of the ungodly and profane ; 
to mix with the careless ones, who have not God in 
all their thoughts ; or, may-hap, to read the light book, 
the amusing tale, the profitless essay. Pardon we 
pray Thee, and restrain us for the time to come. 
Make us to understand the nature of holiness, that 
we may devote ourselves, our souls, and bodies as 
holy unto Thee, which is our reasonable service, and 
so glorify Him who is Lord also of the Sabbath, Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 101 

EVENING. 

LET this hour, O Lord, draw us nearer to Thee ; 
let this prayer, O God, bring us closer to the Saviour, 
and Thy grace now vouchsafe to us more of the Holy 
Spirit's aid. It is a Sabbath's eve ; oh, bring us to 
close self-examination, and serious thought. Lead 
us to a more searching inquiry into our doings through 
the past week than we have hitherto instituted, and 
ere we lie down to rest, and sleep, enable us to as- 
certain if all be right within, and if our spirits are at 
peace with Thee. We know how much that season 
has to witness against us, and yet, Lord, we have not 
with sufficient earnestness and zeal longed for the 
morrow, that we might come before Thee, on Thine 
own holy day, in Thine own house, with Thy wor- 
shiping people, to seek Thy favor, and to ask Thy 
blessing. Let us resolve now, in Thy strength, to 
seek Thee with more earnestness. Lord, hear us ; 
O Lord, answer, for Jesus Christ's sake ; let not our 
offences stand between us and Thee, to hide Thy 
favor from us, and to prevent Thy blessing. Give 
ear, O Lord, to our cry, for whom have we in heaven 
but Thee, and whom upon earth we can compare with 
Thee. . Thy favor lost, we are destitute and undone ; 
our Saviour's pleading vain, and there is no more 
hope left. Yet, Lord, Thy mercy is very great. Pre- 
pare us for the morrow ; take away from us the love 
of iniquity ; implant in us the love of Thee ; lead us 
to the courts of Thy l^ouse in faith, to worship, 
and serve Thee, and to seek those things which are 
good for us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



102 SECOND SUNDAY 



MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, who hast distributed Thy 
gifts according to Thine own good pleasure, and hast 
given to each of Thy creatures such talents as seemed 
best to Thee, we beseech Thee, in mercy, to shew us 
Thy great love, and the wisdom, which made the ap- 
pointment, that we may glorify Thee for the good 
gifts vouchsafed to us, by using them in Thy service. 
O Lord, we are too apt to forget, that we are but stew- 
ards of these things ; that they are profitable to us 
only in their use ; and as they shall supply the wants 
of others. If we have been permitted to learn Thy 
word, and to know Thy will, open our mouths we pray 
Thee to speak of it to others ; not as boasting, but as 
humble disciples of our Lord and Saviour, who, having 
freely received, would freely give. If we are blessed 
with the good things of this life, oh, open our hearts, 
that we may minister unto those that want ; that we 
may be ready to give, and glad to distribute ; laying 
up in store for ourselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that we may attain eternal life. 
Teach us to be kindly affectionate one to another, in 
brotherly love ; that we may imitate Him, who went 
about on unceasing errands of love and mercy. And 
remove from us all self-conceit; all self- trust; all 
thought of self, which may hinder us from doing our 
duty, each in the state of life in which it hath pleased 
Thee to place us, that we may not be cast out as un- 
profitable servants, but have our reward, as found 
faithful before Thee, for Thy dear Son's sake Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY, 108 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, who hast, in mercy, placed us in 
this world of trial, that we may be fitted for a hea- 
venly inheritance, so strengthen us by Thy grace and 
Holy Spirit, that we may pass the time of our sojourn- 
ing here on earth as those who are called with so holy 
a calling, and walk worthy of our vocation, which 
is in Christ Jesus. He, in great love, came, not only 
to die for our sins, but to set us an example how to 
walk through this valley of the shadow of death, fear- 
ing no evil. O Lord, grant that we may study His 
life, and read His character with patient and prayerful 
attention, and let His early answer be that of our 
every day, " Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father' 8 business P" But, that we may be enabled to 
do this, we beseech Thee to open our eyes to learn the 
work which Thou hast appointed that we should do. 
Shew unto us the requirements of Thy law in its 
fulness ; set before us the purity which it requires in 
the inward parts; and give to us that faith, without 
which all our doings must be sin. Enable us to un- 
derstand, that it is no light, no easily performed task ; 
no work of merely to-day, or of one year, but begin- 
ning and ending with our lives. As our blessed Lord, 
in early youth, was found in the temple, so must our 
early days be dedicated to Thee; and as His last 
words were a prayer, acknowledging Thy sovereignty, 
and power, so must we devote our closing years (o 
Thy service, if we would be Thine through all eternity. 
Let Thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, help us ever and for 
Jesu's sake accept this and all our prayers. Amen. 



104 MONDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

LORD r who hast appointed different degrees and 
orders of men, and hast placed some in, as Thou hast 
others, to be under, authority, give us grace to remember 
that the powers that be are of Thine ordinance, that it is 
Thou who raisest up one, andputtest down another, and 
that by Thee only kings reign. Impress us with the 
sacred truth, that we must honor our father and mother r 
who have their authority from Thee y and who are not to 
spare, but punish, as they love the children whom 
Thou hast entrusted to them. Our spirits by nature 
are perverse ; we are obstinate, self * willed ; we seek 
to be masters, and will not serve. Oh, how often is 
rebellion against those who are set over us, active in 
our hearts, if not ruling our conduct ; how frequently 
do we abuse them with our tongues, if our limited 
power can go no further. And yet, Lord, Thou 
hast given us to be under authority that we may learn 
to obey Thee ; Thou hast made us to be in subjection 
that we might bear Thy yoke. Pardon our forgetful- 
ness of Thy law, which we have so often broken, and 
give us grace and strength to keep it more closely for 
the time to come. Teach all who name the name of 
Christ, to honor father and mother, to honor and obey 
their sovereign and all in authority, that Thy blessing 
may attend us ; that our nation may prosper ; that 
peace may abound > and love increase. And give to us, 
of this household, faithful obedient spirits, that each 
doing his duty in the state of life in which it hath 
pleased Thee to place him, we may prosper in our 
day and generation for the love of Thy dear Son. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 105 

EVENING. 

GOD, the Creator of all, and who didst make 
nan in Thine own image, and hedge in his life by a 
holy and universal commandment, so impress upon 
is the value of life, Thy gift, that we may exercise 
ourselves to preserve it, that we may use every means- 
in our power to relieve the necessities and supply the 
wants of others, so that we may be the happy instru- 
ments in Thy hands of prolonging the life which Thou 
hast given for good. How often might we, Lord, 
if moved by that spirit of love which ever actuated our 
divine Master r Jesus Christ, thus promote Thy glory ;. 
but we care too little for Thy gifts, because we will 
not seek Thy graces, that heavenly and divine influ~ 
ence which only can keep us from error, and direct us 
into the paths of Thy commandments. Remove from 
us all malignant, and evil dispositions, feelings, and 
thoughts ; all envy, hatred, malice, and uncharitable- 
ness. Subdue within us that spirit of pride which 
feeds revenge, and leads us into sin against Thee. 
Shew to us how small a thing may lead to sins of the 
deepest dye; how even a thoughtless word may promote- 
wrath and lead to ruin. And do Thou enable us to* 
speak with mildness and gentleness to all. To rebuke* 
when correction is needed, with kindness, and to* 
receive correction, with patient forbearance. And. 
teach us all that lore, which is the characteristic of 
our blessed Lord's disciples, that we may seek each 
other's benefit in all things ; may endeavour to pro- 
mote good will and so advance Thy kingdom. Grant 
these things, for Jesus Christ's sake, our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Amen. 



106 TUESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O HOLY Lord God, who abhorrest sin, and wilt 
punish the sinner. Thou, who art of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, and wilt not excuse the guilty, look 
upon us, who come into Thy presence to acknowledge 
our sinfulness, and to ask for pardon and peace, and 
grant us such things as may be convenient for us. 
We pray Thee, not only for ourselves, but for others ; 
for our country, that a blessing may rest upon it. Put 
away the uncleanness which abounds, the pollution 
which cleaves to us. Shew our immorality to us in its 
true colors ; and startle the voluptuary from his sen- 
sual dream of pleasure to the awful reality of justice 
and judgment to come. Convince every one, O 
Lord, of the necessity under which we lie, by our pro- 
fession as Christians, by our hopes of heaven, and our 
desire for good things, whether temporal or spiritual, 
to put away from us every impure thought, to cease from 
every indecent expression, and to abstain from every 
act which shall couple us with the abominable and 
unclean. Lord, we regard these things as light 
matters; the parent excuses the child; or the child dis- 
regards the parent ; the blush of shame is almost un- 
known, and virtue is become a bye-word. And yet, 
. Lord, wilt Thou not visit for these things, wilt Thou 
not be avenged on a nation like this. Oh , let Thy mercy 
yet spare us a little while; let Thy spirit yet strive 
longer ; and most holy Saviour, plead yet more ear- 
nestly for us ; and Thou holy triune Deity save us 
from the wrath to come. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 107 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, our reconciled Father in Christ 
Jesus; our Creator and Governor, and yet our Friend. 
Enable lis, we pray Thee, to understand Thy great 
love towards us, and to shew our sense of it, and of 
its value, by a constant and strict obedience to Thy 
commandments. Shew them to us as a law which we 
must obey, or die. Open our understandings, that we 
may apprehend all their requirements ; that we may 
study them with deep attention, and with prayer. 
Keep us, O Lord, in the spirit of that law which says, 
" Thou shalt not steal," from all desire to deprive our 
neighbor of his possessions by might, or cunning. 
Preserve us from the siu of taking advantage of his 
ignorance, to promote oar own gains ; from fraud, or 
any act which may break the commandment bound 
upon us by Thy word. Oh, make us very watchful 
that we go not beyond, nor defraud in any matter ; 
and make us to remember that a false balance is an 
abomination with Thee. Let not the love of gain, so 
natural to man ; the desire for wealth, or honors, or 
possessions, which flatter his pride, blind us to the 
truths of Thy word. We are too apt to persuade our- 
selves that our aim is honest, our work just, our 
motive pure, if our desire is great for the accomplish- 
ment of that at which we aim. But Thou knowest the 
secrets of all hearts, and readest in [them/ too often, a 
motive which man will not allow. We beseech Thee to 
give us honest, upright hearts, looking not for the re- 
ward of our own cunning, but of Thy bounty through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and God. Amen. 



108 WEDNESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

O MOST holy Lord, our God and King, Thou art 
high over all ; Thy hand directs all things, and Thy 
superintending Providence keeps all nature in its 
place, and gives to all its harmony and power. It is 
only man, whom Thou hast endued with Thy most 
excellent gifts, who, of all Thy works, opposes Thy 
designs, and thwarts his Maker's will. It is man 
only, despite Thy warnings, Thy promises, and care, 
who refuses to obey. Thou mayest speak in the 
thunderings of Thy wrath, but he will not heed; 
Thou mayest appeal, by gentle proofs of love and 
kindness, but he will not hear; and Thou mayest 
point to a crucified Redeemer as his example and his 
strength, but he will none of Thy counsels ; he values 
not a Saviour's life or work. He will but turn to 
himself, and obeying the deceitful dictates of his own 
heart, think only how he may promote his own in- 
terests. Yea, he will sacrifice neighbor and friend, 
to save himself, though his Saviour died to redeem 
him. Save us, Lord, from such iniquity; let 
not our mouths bear false witness, or our tongue 
utter even a surmise which does not carry with it the 
clear stamp of truth* Rather teach us to speak not of 
our neighbor ; to meddle not with him, than do aught 
to his hinderance. Implant in us of Thy love a full 
supply ; wetter and nourish it, Lord, that it may 
grow and increase, till we love our neighbor as our- 
self ; until we keep before us our Lord's example, that 
we may do good in our day and generation, and glorify 
Thee our God in all things, for His sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY ATTEB THE EPIPHAXY 109 

EVENING. 

O LORD, who, in mercy, hast surrounded us with 
good things ; who hast given to us the rich gifts of 
life to partake in freely, and to enjoy, implant in ns 
such a sense of Thy mercy and goodness, that we 
may receive the gifts, and bless the Giver. Yea, Lord, 
let us not be unmindful, as each springs up before us, 
whence they come, and of whom they are. And make 
us to be therewith content. Let ns not covet the pos- 
sessions of our neighbour ; let us not cast a lustful 
desire upon that which it hath pleased Thee to deny 
to us, because it was good for another. Be it house, 
or wife, or land, or anything that is his, oh, keep us 
from every impure thought, from every unholy desire, 
every forbidden wish. Thy word is plain, Thy law 
is clear, Thy commandment is very broad ; and Thou 
hast said to man " Thou shaltnot covet" Yet, Lord, 
our eyes are continually set upon things which are 
not our own ; our hearts long for goods, which are 
another's, and we vainly think that Thou art unequal 
in Thy distribution to the sons of men. Let pardon 
follow our transgressions past, and grace go before us 
for the time to come. Give us the humble, lowly 
spirit which was in Christ Jesus, who knew that real 
wealth is not of this world ; that poverty is no disgrace ; 
nor want, except it be of saving faith, a sin. And 
purify us from every evil affection and desire, that we 
may not covet, nor desire other men's goods, but learn 
and labor truly to get our own living and to follow 
the footsteps of our Saviour Jesus Christ, for whose 
sake we beseech Thee to hear us. Amen. 



1 10 THURSDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

LORD, merciful and gracious, Thou, who hast 
never refused to hear the petitions offered to Thee in 
faith, in the name of Thy dear Son ; we now plead 
that name before Thee, and we know that Thine ear 
is open unto us. Oh, establish our faith that we may 
bless Thee. Confirm our weak hands, and give us 
strength ; not only to withstand temptations, but to 
work Thy work, and to do Thy will. Preserve us 
from idleness, and sloth. Make us to remember that 
every man living has his appointed work to do, and 
to labor diligently in his calling. Oh, how much time 
we waste, how much misemploy. How many things 
we do, which Thy law does not sanction, and Thou 
canst not approve. And yet, Lord, how seldom 
do we bring these things in solemn confession unto 
Thee; how seldom we ask Thy pardon, and seek peace 
and reconciliation. It is because we know Thee not. 
We hear of Thee with the hearing of the ear; but we 
desire not to commune with Thee ; we ask not the 
blessed privilege to enter into Thy presence. We dare 
not approach Thee; and we endeavour to persuade 
ourselves that all is right, and we are safe. But, we 
know it is not thus ; we cannot lie down on our beds, 
and harbor the thought that a morrow's sun may never 
beam upon our eyes, and feel at rest ; because we are 
not strong in Thee and in power of Thy might ; we 
have not sought an interest in the blood of Jesus ; 
we have not felt the sanctifying influence of the Holy 
Ghost. O God, be merciful unto us ; put away our sin, 
and keep us for the time to come, for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHAXY. Ill 

EVENING. 

O LORD Jesus Christ, Thou only and eternal 
God, we would bow to Thee in all humility, as our 
Prophet, Priest, and King ; we would adore, and wor- 
ship Thee in Thy three-fold office. Oh, subdue in us 
everything which may interfere with such worship as 
will be accepted by Thee ; and fit and prepare us for 
a continued acknowledgment of Thy power now and 
to our lives' end. Give us grace to learn from Thee, 
as our Prophet, such things as are necessary for us ; 
endue us with patience to hear, and determination to 
obey Thy holy precepts ; and to regard Thee as our 
one Instructor, who can bring life and immortality to 
light in us. Thou hast offered Thyself for us, our 
only Priest, to whose sacrifice we look, that we may 
be thereby perfected. Oh, grant that we look to none 
other; that we seek no other atonement but that 
which Thou didst make upon the cross, for our re- 
demption; and purify us in Thy great office, by the 
blood of atonement. As our King, rule, we pray Thee, 
in our hearts ; subdue in us all evil desires, affec- 
tions, and lusts ; break down that barrier of pride 
which hinders Thy entrance, and remove from us 
every vain imagination, which prompts us to be as 
gods. Shew us the joy of Thy rule; the comfort of 
Thy sovereignty; give to us such perfect obedience, 
that we may walk before Thee in the land of the 
living, without fear of evil, and ready to hear Thy 
summons which shall call us as subjects of Thy hea- 
venly kingdom. And accept our grateful, though 
feeble homage, we pray Thee, blessed Saviour. Amen. 



112 FRIDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

GOD, who art very gracious unto all 
creatures ; who regardest not station or condit 
shew favor, but remeroberest only that Thoi 
created and redeemed them all, we would no* 
unto Thee on behalf especially of the poor and 
in our land. They are, we know, of Thy part 
ordinance, and they have Thy work to do, Th 
to obey, equally with the rich, and the mighty. 
Lord, their temptations are many, and, as wit! 
selves, so is their flesh weak. Be merciful unto 
and give them that strength which they so mucl 
the assistance of Thy Holy Spirit. Open their 
to see Thee as Thou art, a God who hearest prayi 
then open their mouths also, that they may 
unto Thee the offering of obedient hearts. Teacl 
that their reward is not here ; is not of time, b 
eternity. Shew them a Saviour, who died to r 
them, lowly, and poor, and miserable, and out 
uray, as they may be amongst their fellow-men 
the power of sin, for unto them was the Gospel 
Shew them that Saviour, lowly born, cradled 
manger, and passing His life without the comfo 
life, for the Son of man had not where to lay hit 
and make them to know that, though poor and dec 
buffeted and reviled, He was without sin. And It 
Holy Spirit strive within them, that they may en< 
to walk in His footsteps, to study His life, to 
His example and, in all things, to be like Him. 
Lord, for His sake we ask ; so be it with us ant 
now and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 113 

EVENING. 

LORD, Thou wilt not hear the prayer of him 
whose heart is turned to wickedness ; Thou wilt not 
receive the hypocrite who approaches Thee in the 
attitude of prayer, but with words only ; and yet how 
often have we kneeled in Thy presence unprepared to 
make Thee any acceptable offering. We have come 
without self-examination; without serious thought. 
We have come as if we had only to bend the knee, or 
bow the head, or repeat a set form, and all was peace. 
And the evil one has deluded us ; he has persuaded 
us to speak to ourselves peaee, when a lie was in our 
right hand, and Thy wrath was kindled against us. 
But, Lord, Thou art merciful, and long-suffering, 
and, therefore, we hope for pardon, and we ask for 
peace. Let Thy mercy in Christ Jesus blot out our 
sins hitherto; let Thy love for Him extend to us, 
that we may turn and repent, and walk in newness of 
life before Thee. Give us new hearts ; new affections; 
new desires. Shew us the evil of our former state ; 
the iniquity which has tainted our best offerings, 
and lead us to the blood of sprinkling, that we may 
have our consciences purged from dead works ; that we 
may henceforth do all things to Thy honor and glory, 
and in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. And so 
bless and keep us, that each of us may be able to ex- 
claim with the Psalmist, " God bath heard me, and 
considered the voice of my prayer. Praised be God, who 
has not cast out my prayer, nor turned His mercy 
from me." In mercy grant thisO Lord, for our Saviour's 
sake, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
I 



114 SATUBDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

EVERLASTING God, who hast declared Thy- 
self to man in hourly mercies, and who shewest them 
to us in our preservation from danger and from death; 
Thou who, from day to day, thus speakest to Thy 
creatures, in a voice of tenderness and love, to come 
unto Thee for rest and comfort, open our hearts to 
hear the gentle invitation, and give us strength now, 
whilst we have time and opportunity, to flee to Thee, 
that we may be safe. Dangers surround on every side, 
and we often walk, as it were, on the edge of a preci- 
pice ; we seem to be placed on a tottering wall, yet 
Thy mercy spares us. The storm passes by, and we 
are unhurt ; the tempest rages, and we escape its 
fury ; pestilence is abroad, but comes not nigh our 
dwelling, and death takes from our daily walk the 
young and the old, but we still live on, we are still 
left to do our appointed work in the arrangements of 
Thy Providence. Make us, we pray Thee, profitable 
servants ; enable us to do Thy work as Thy redeemed 
children ; grant us to shew forth Thy praise, not only 
with our lips but in our lives ; and let our chief end 
and aim be to promote Thy glory and kingdom ; to 
shew to others such mercy as Thou hast shewed us, 
by endeavouring to open the eyes of the blind to see 
Thee in Thy fulness, and to startle the ears of the 
deaf, by the sound of Thy word, that so we may walk 
in the steps, and imitate the example of our blessed 
Lord and be made meet partakers of Thy heavenly 
kingdom. grant this for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 115 

EVENING. 

WITH the close of another week, Lord, we 
come again into Thy presence, to offer onr thanks- 
givings for renewed mercies, and to ask the continu- 
ance of them for the time to come. It is our privilege 
thus to meet ; a privilege we do not value as we 
ought, of which we do not make the use we might. 
Day after day it has heen ours, and it were well to 
ask ourselves, if we have looked to each coming hour 
of prayer with desire, as to a benefit : as to an approach 
into Thy presence, a means whereby we may be blest. 
Oh, pardon us that we have not done this ; that we 
have Mien far short "of such duty, and closed our 
eyes even to a bright light, which would illume our 
path, and shew us whither we should go, if we would 
only walk by it. And, ere another Sabbath dawn 
upon us, grant that we may recall our thoughts, say- 
ings, and doings during the now closing week ; may 
we see them as they appear in Thine eye, and by Thy 
holy law, and so repent of our short-comings, our sins 
of omission, and commission, our want of earnestness 
in things which belong to our peace. So shall we be 
better fitted to enter into Thy courts on the morrow, 
to join Thy assembled people in the public worship of 
Thy house, and to pray to Thee in sincerity and 
truth ; so shall we be prepared to receive the word 
of exhortation, and to profit by it. Oh, enable us 
hereto for Jesus Christ's sake, and give us Thy 
blessing, and further hear us in His own most perfect 
form of prayer : — Our Father. 



116 THIBD SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, Thou lover of peace, and who hast 
created all things in harmony with each other, we 
beseech Thee to regard Thy creatures, for whom our 
blessed Lord died upon the cross, and to pour upon 
them the spirit of peace and concord. O Lord, we are 
too much given to strife and dissension, because pride 
reigns in us ; we love ourselves, and therefore, we envy 
others ; we long for power, and therefore, we strive 
against our neighbour, and instead of peace, we give 
ourselves to war. Yea, Lord, though we profess to 
be Christians; though we have been admitted, by 
baptism, into Thy church, and call ourselves Thy 
disciples, yet we walk not as our Saviour walked, we 
do not seek peace, and ensue it ; we do not endeavour, 
as much as lieth in us, to live peaceably with all men 
Let Thy Spirit teach us better things ; may He set befor 
us our contradiction, as we name the name of Chris 
and yet yield to our lusts, avenging ourselves, whf 
we should rather give place unto wrath, and leave ti 
vengeance to Thee to repay. May He shew us t 
peaceable walk of Him, who, when provoked, answe: 
not, who when reviled, reviled not again ; and may 
set that blessed example of peace and good will be 
us in all its beauty and perfectness, that we 
promote peace as Thy will. And bless all of 
household with the spirit of peace, that we may lea 
bear and forbear, to be kindly affectionate oj 
another in brotherly love, even as Christ loved v 
gave Himself for us that we may all be one, 
and Thou, our God, are one, for His sake. An 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 117 



EVENING. 



ERE another Sabbath close, O Lord, we would 
again approach Thee, to utter together our petitions, 
and to claim Thy promise to be in the midst of us. 
We would again make our confessions, and add to 
those already uttered, an acknowledgment of our 
short-comings this day. Mercy and love have com- 
bined to bring us unto Thee, but Satan and our fleshly 
lusts have held us back, for even our best services have 
been tainted with sin. And now, Lord, what have we 
learned from Thy minister who has spoken to us, 
from Thy word read in our ear. "What have we laid 
to heart ; how have we received the gracious invitations 
to come buy and eat, without money, and without price. 
Have we heard it with joy and gladness ; have we 
rejoiced in it as a thirsty soul who hears the welcome 
cry of water, as he journeys through the desert. O 
Lord, Thou knowest, and to Thee only is our secret 
known. If it has come as an idle breeze, unheeded, 
oh, let not our eyes close in sleep, ere we turn to Thee 
in penitence and with prayer, lest it should be re- 
peated no more; lest Thy Spirit should strive no 
longer with us, lest we be cut off in our sin, our 
obstinate refusal to have that mercy which has been 
so freely offered. Satisfy us, O Lord, now; now, 
whilst the day of salvation is ours, give us the water 
of life, and Thy Spirit to enable us to drink freely, 
that we may each and all rejoice in Thy holy comfort, 
and joy in our Saviour Christ, and magnify His name 
in our life and conversation, for He is our Hope, our 
God and Mediator with Thee. Amen. 



118 MONDAY AFTEB THIBD 

MORNING. 

O LORD, God, who hast given a revelation o 
will, and commanded ns to walk thereby, we be 
Thee to implant within ns such a sense of its in 
ance and our duty, that we may make it our 
rule of faith and guide to action, unto our lives 
Turn our eyes unceasingly, and with earnest loi 
to Thy word ; make it to be a light to our feet, 
lantern to our paths; our refuge in distress, our 
fort in affliction, and our caution, when pleasure b 
or prosperity shines upon us. Shew it to us, as 
the only guide which can lead us into the right 
and, by obedience to the plain precepts of which 
we can secure Thy favor and protection. O Lor 
love life, and long to see good days, we hope for In 
and we strive for comforts and conveniences 
cause we know what is pleasant to us. But, alas 
hearts are set only on vanity; we study the worh 
its philosophy for good, and we fancy that our bles 
must be continued. Oh, draw us, we beseech ' 
from such deceitful ways ; shew us the folly of t 
ing to anything human ; that, in doing so, wi 
hewing out to ourselves broken cisterns, whicl 
hold no water; and then direct us to the word of t 
that well spring of living water, which can nevei 
whose flowing is for eternity. Spread the know! 
of Thy word, more widely amongst us ; let our y 
be fed by its truths; our aged dwell on its con 
tions; and all, whether young or old, flee to it in i 

1 hour, for instruction, in full assurance and faith. 

' gtant these things, for Jesus Christ's sake. Am 



MONDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 119 

EVENING. 

O ETERNAL God, who hast called us unto 
Thy eternal glory in Christ Jesus, enable us by Thy 
Spirit to understand, so that we may value, this Thy 
precious work. We labour much to find out our 
worldly interests, to learn how we may occupy our- 
selves, and obtain to ourselves the comforts of life ; 
but, with a holy calling before us; with promises 
sure, and riches boundless, we cannot give ourselves 
to make them sure. Because unseen, they are under- 
valued, for the worldly man walks by sight ; and he 
cannot receive the truths of Thy word, because they 
are spiritually discerned. Teach us, O Lord, we 
beseech Thee, better wisdom; that wisdom which is 
from above; from Thee the Father of lights, with whom 
is no variableness neither shadow of turning. And, 
as Thou art unchangeable in Thy love to us, waiting 
to be gracious, even when we refuse to answer Thy bid - 
ding, so let Thy wisdom teach us to turn, and cleave 
to Thee with unreleasing firmness, that neither plea- 
sure nor profit, sorrow nor loss may affect us. And, 
O Lord, make us to remember this great and awful 
truth, that nothing but our sins can hide Thy face 
from us ; that, when we see not the light of Thy coun- 
tenance, when our hearts are cast down, and our Spirits 
are depressed, because Thy comfort is withdrawn, we 
may examine ourselves wherein we have offended, and 
then turn to Thee, as we now do, in penitence, and 
with prayer, for pardon, peace, and deliverance, 
through our Mediator Jesus Christ; and, through faith 
in Him, have an abundant answer to our prayer. Amen. 



120 TUESDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O GRACIOUS and glorious Lord Jehovah, let 
all the world praise Thee, and magnify Thy name. 
Let multitudes here on earth proclaim Thy goodness 
day by day, and tell forth Thy loving mercy and 
truth as each night returns. Let all Thy worshiping 
people, with each rising and setting sun, tell of Thy 
wonders, and go forth in Thy strength to proclaim 
them among the nations of the earth. Yea, let Thy 
name be daily more known, Thy glory more pro- 
moted, Thine honor more acknowledged; and let 
each one of us, O Lord, be an instrument in Thine 
hands, thus to advance Thy kingdom, and to do Thy 
bidding. This night, we would magnify Thy name 
for renewed mercies; mercies undeserved, unasked, 
yet granted in love and pity ; for we have been pre- 
served from danger; we have been fed with food 
convenient for us ; our friends have been left to us ; 
and we are again privileged to meet in Thy dear Son's 
name ; we are permitted once more to come into Thy 
presence with humble supplication for pardon and 
peace. Lord, forgive all our yet unforgiven trans- 
gressions; blot out all our sins; and make our re- 
pentance sincere. Teach us to confess our sins one 
to another, that we may pray for each other; and, oh, 
make us so earnest for Thy glory, that we may assist 
all within onr reach to walk as Thy servants, the 
redeemed of our common Saviour, the sanctified of 
the Holy Spirit. Let not the evil one, by any device 
or cunning, close our lips, but open them, Lord, that 
they may glorify Thee, for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 121 

EVENING. 

O LORD, who didst instruct Thy holy Apostle to 
enjoin on his fellow-lahorer in Thy vineyard, to 
" affirm constantly, that they which have believed in 
God, be careful to maintain good works," we pray 
Thee, not to allow the solemn affirmation to be heard 
by us unheeded. Seal its truth upon our hearts, and 
set our consciences on watch that we may be led to 
obey it both in its spirit and to its letter. We have, 
through Thy mercy and grace, been taught to believe 
that Thou art, and that Thou art also the rewarder of 
them that trust in Thee, but we have not shewn our 
trust, when we needed assistance. Our recollection of 
the acts of our past lives, and of this day also, tells 
us, that we have done much in utter neglect of Thee, 
and without reference to Thy glory ; that our best 
deeds have thus been only dead works, unfruitful, 
unprofitable doings. And yet, Lord, by our works 
are we to be judged. Oh, let Thy Holy Spirit bring 
this solemn truth home to us now, whilst we are met 
to offer united prayers for each other ; whilst we are 
assembled in Thy dear Son's name, speak to the con- 
sciences of us all with power. Thou canst raise the dead 
in trespasses and sins; Thou canst revive the slum- 
bering ones, and strengthen the feeble limbs. For Jesu's 
sake, go forth with us from this time, to sanctify all 
our doings ; to put into our hearts good desires ; to 
keep alive in us the love of Thy holy name, that, 
having believed in Thee, we may be careful to main- 
tain good works, to Thy honor and glory, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our Redeemer. Amen. 



122 WEDNE8DAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

ETERNAL Lord God, who, from the begin- 
ning, hast visited and blessed Thy chosen as sheep, 
and brought them into rich pastures, where plenty 
abounded, so look upon us, who are Thy people by 
profession, and Thy choice, for the word of salvation 
has been preached unto us. Make us, Lord, to re- 
joice in that great and glorious message ; to ponder 
over it with hearts full of love and gratitude ; and to 
speak of it in words of deep adoration and holy praise. 
Let it be the subject of our rising thoughts, and our 
evening's meditations ;, let it occupy our minds as we 
go forth in the noon -day, and be our chiefest rejoicing; 
for it is an everlasting salvation, and Jesus is our 
surety. This day, let us enter into our engagements, 
and perform our duties, not merely because we are 
working for man, or seeking a livelihood, or earning 
our wages, but, because we are called by the name of 
Christ, and would declare our profession, by obeying 
His law, doing all things to Thy honor and glory. 
Then, Lord, may we expect our handiwork to pros- 
per ; then may we hope to have a blessing on oui 
labor ; then to rejoice with quiet minds, and approv 
ing consciences. And permit us to meet together at th 
day's close to offer up fresh petitions, to do Thee fref 
service, and to unite in spirit in the words we sha 
then utter to Thee, our Lord and God. So shall y 
know that Thy service is easy ; so shall we find j 
and peace in believing. Bless us, O Lord, with 1 
help and favor, and keep ua ever Thine, for Je 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 123 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, who art the common Father of all 
Thy creatures, and the especial protector of those who 
cannot help themselves, we beseech Thee to look with 
an eye of favor on the young in our land. Let Thy 
blessing rest upon them, and stretch forth Thine arm 
to shelter and defend them. Do Thon, in mercy, lead 
them into the way of salvation ; raise np for them 
teachers, who shall take of the things which belong 
onto our peace, and shew to them their value and im- 
portance. Turn the hearts of all parents unto Thee, 
that they may not only offer the continual fervent 
prayer on behalf of their offspring, but may also 
further those means which are afforded for the train- 
ing of their children in the nurture and admonition of 
Thee. Give to them, and to all who labour to teach 
the young, such faith in Thy promises, that they may 
work as for Thee, and in Thy dear Son's name, leav- 
ing the issue in Thy hands. And do Thou bless every 
one, who in that name, endeavors to bring little 
children unto their common Saviour. Pour upon 
them the dew of Thy blessing ; teach them, 
that they may be enabled to teach others; up- 
hold them, by Thy good providence, that they may 
set to their scholars an example of godliness ; and pros- 
per Thou their work and labor of love. Increase their 
number tenfold ; and their zeal according to the de- 
mands made upon them : and, oh, unite them in one 
holy bond of peace and love, that they may all serve Thee 
in spirit and in truth, and at the last receive the re- 
ward of faithful servants, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



24 THURSDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O LORD, everlasting and true, Thy glory reacbeth 
unto the heavens, Thy power embraceth all things ; 
Thou ridest upon the whirlwind, and directest the 
storm ; Thou biddest Thy forked messenger to do its 
appointed work, and the loud thunder telleth of Thee ; 
yet Thou restrainest them all, and keenest them within 
bounds, else were our land desolate, and destruction 
were amongst us. Oh, that we could learn, therefore, 
to praise Thee for Thy goodness, and declare Thy 
wonders among the children of men. That we could 
shew forth in our lives a due sense of Thy merciful 
forbearance towards us, and walk worthy our vocation 
in Christ Jesus. Oh, that we could learn to fill our 
several offices, and perform our various duties with 
fidelity and zeal, as Thy creatures, bound to Thee by 
a tie beyond all human ties, powerful for good where 
felt, but, where resisted, overpowering for evil. En- 
lighten us by Thy Holy Spirit to see this awful truth 
in all its fulness ; in the storm to read of Thy majest 
and tremble lest we awaken Thy wrath ; in the cain 
to see Thy beauty, and to seek Thee with all 01 
heart, to look to Thee with the tenderest love, and 
bow before Thee with humble adoration. So shall 
learn to know Thee better; to find Thee as an e- 
present Saviour, and to cleave to Thee with all 
ardor of our obstinate and perverse nature, but 
influenced by Thy grace and guiding Spirit that 
shall, never fall away, but stand at the last an 
the redeemed of Christ, praising His mercy, a* 
would now do. For His sake hear us, God. A 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 125 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, the Giver of all good things, 
the fountain of life, the source of health, and every 
blessing which we enjoy, give as, we pray Thee, 
thankful hearts for all Thy mercies ; endue us with a 
sense of Thy great and unceasing goodness ; such a 
sense as shall manifest itself in lives of holy ohedience 
unto Thee. When blessed with health, oh, make us 
to feel it as Thy gift, and use it in Thy service, for the 
promotion of Thy glory, and the good of our fellows ; 
that, as our Saviour went about His Father's business, 
we may be also engaged in like manner, doing things 
pleasing in Thy sight and acceptable unto Thee. When 
visited with sickness, let our spirits be chastened by a 
holy fear, lest our sins should bring down a severer 
judgment in its continuance ; and open Thou our 
mouths, in the hour of suffering to say, in the spirit 
and words of our blessed Lord, " Thy will be done," 
and to bow in meek submission to Thy chastening rod, 
knowing it to be a proof of the fatherly love and care, 
for Thine erring children. In whatsoever state we are, 
Lord, make us to be therewith content ; shewing 
forth our faith by practise ; eschewing evil, learning 
to do well, and for all this, ever seeking the Holy 
Spirit's aid, to guide, direct, and comfort, to lead us unto 
Thee by the living way, even by Christ, in whose 
merits we rest for our salvation and whose name we 
plead as our prevailing intercession, in this and all 
our petitions to the throne of grace. Amen. 



125 FRIDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

GRACIOUS Lord and Saviour, Thou hast dealt 
very mercifully with us, and we have not thanked 
Thee; Thou hast preserved us, and we have for- 
gotten to praise Thee ; oh, pardon our ingratitude, 
our blindness, and our sin. Continue Thy goodness 
to us, we beseech Thee, and give us thankful hearts. 
Inspire us with a due sense of Thy bounty towards us ; 
and open Thou our lips that we may tell of Thy 
wonders, and proclaim Thy grace. Look upon us, as 
a household desirous to serve Thee ; keep us, 
whenever we meet together in Thy name, from evil, 
vain, or wandering thoughts ; shut out from us the 
workljits allurements and pleasures, which are vanity, 
make us to worship Thee, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, one God, in spirit and in truth; in humble sin- 
cerity and hearty zeal. May we learn to know the 
value and importance of prayer ; that it is Thine or- 
dinance, the only means by which fallen and sinful 
man can find access to his God, and pour out his 
wants and wishes, and have a blessing. May we value 
it as a most inestimable benefit, not looking upon such 
service as a hard duty, a task which Thou requirest ; 
and may we all enter into our closets frequently, 
and there, in private, make our requests known unto 
Thee, for Thou art a God that hearest prayer. Hear 
then, O Lord, and answer; bless us with prayerful 
spirits, and encompass us with strength as with a shield, 
that we may stand bold in Thee, and with the power 
of prayer have strength which the world cannot over- 
come, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY, 127 

EVENING. 

ALMIGHTY God, to know whom is eternal life, 
give us, we beseech Thee, that saving knowledge. 
Endue us with Thy Holy Spirit that we may be en- 
abled to read the word of life with profit ; study it 
with patience and diligence; not as a mere fable, 
cunningly devised of men, but as a record and revela- 
tion, by which we may be perfected in every good 
word and work, and made wise unto salvation. We must 
own that we have often heard the lines of that 
sacred volume read, when we have given no more heed 
to it than a passing moment's attention; we have 
listened to its threatenings, and gone away to revel 
in the very iniquity, to be partaker of the very sin, 
against which judgement was denounced. We have 
sat under its teaching without being taught ; and are 
we now prepared to make a change in our lives and 
practise. O Lord, Thou knowest our hearts, and 
seest that we cannot do this of ourselves, but Thy 
word points to the Lamb slain for us, and whose grace 
is sufficient to accomplish all we need, for with God 
nothing is impossible ; for Jesu's sake, be merciful 
unto us ; now, even now, open our blind eyes, unstop 
our deaf ears; touch our stony hearts, and make us 
to learn Thy law, and to do it with cheerfulness and 
alacrity ; to find our delight in it, because it is Thy 
law. Yea, Lord, grant this now, whilst the day is 
ours, and life is ours, and salvation is within our 
reach, lest we be cut off in our rebellion and die ; 
Christ plead for us with Thy Father, we pray Thee, 
and save us. Amen. 



128 SATURDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O GOD, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and in Him of all men, hear our supplications and 
prayers which we now offer in His name, and from 
an abiding faith in the efficacy of His atonement. 
Bless us during this day; set Thine angels to watch over 
us, and to keep us, that no evil come nigh to hurt us; 
that we may be preserved from all perils against both 
body and soul ; that no storm injure, no sin assail us, 
for we are very weak in the hour of temptation. 
Though warnings be often spoken, and though we 
know that the crooked paths of sin lead to destruction 
both of body and soul, yet we perversely walk therein; 
we follow our own devices, and the multitude to do 
evil. Oh, preserve us ; especially during this day, in 
which our thoughts ought often to be on Thee, our 
aspirations to Thee, that we may be prepared to go 
into Thine house on the morrow, to worship Thee with 
a renewed heart and contrite spirit ; to obey Thy call, 
and to give our hearts to Thee, the only gift Thou 
askest in return for the many Thou hast so graciously 
showered upon us, the only sacrifice Thou demandest 
as an acknowledgment of the one great sacrifice which 
purchased us unto Thee, which wrought our redemp- 
tion, that we might be a peculiar people, given to 
good works, devoted to Thy service, finding our joy 
from Thee, and in all things, learning to do Thy will, 
and so attain Thy promises in Christ. Oh, hear us for 
His sake, and answer, we humbly pray Thee. Amen. 



807DAY AFTER THE EPIFHJSY- 19 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord God, who oromlert all 
things for good to Thy creatures, make us so sensille 
of this that we may see Thy hand in erery exeat, 
guiding, and directing it for some great end : thai we 
may learn Thy power, and bow in humble snhnrriwion, 
and holy fear, at the footstool of Thy majesty. Make 
ns to look, with diligent caution, ere we presume to 
act in any matter, lest we may do that whicii is ntft 
pleasing in Thy sight And this night grre us, we 
pray Thee, hearts intent upon the morrow; may we 
meditate upon its privileges and duties ; may we re- 
member it is Thy day; set apart by Thee for holy 
thoughts, holy doings ; for the assembling together of 
Thy people in Thine own house, that they may wor- 
ship Thee according to Thine own appointment, and, 
seeking Thy favor, receive a blessing. As we retire 
to rest, bow Thou our hearts with our knees; yea, 
Lord, in the privacy of our chambers, lead us to seek 
Thy sheltering aid, to ask of Thee those things which 
shall tend most to our spiritual good. And, because 
we know that thousands will desecrate Thy holy day, we 
would more earnestly entreat Thee again, to bless us 
on its return ; to guard and guide us, that we stray 
not from Thine house; nor, when entered into it, 
allow our thoughts to wander; for we would seek Thee, 
that we may have peace, that peace which the world 
can neither given nor take away. Grant these our peti- 
tions, we beseech Thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
oar Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



130 FOURTH SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O GOD, who hast ordained powers and authorities; 
by whom kings reign, and who raisest up one, and 
pattest down another, we beseech Thee to seal upon 
our minds and hearts these great truths. Convince 
us, O Lord, by Thy Holy Spirit, for man cannot do the 
work, that Thou, and Thou only, art King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. Subdue in us every unruly 
thought, and desire, which might lead us to rebel 
against Thine appointed ministers ; and shew us the 
holy obedience, and subjection to authority, in which 
our blessed Lord walked among men. If reason fail, 
let His heavenly example convince us, that we must 
be subject unto the higher powers, and that, in resist- 
ing the power, we are resisting Thine ordinance, 
God. We are by nature prone to rebel; from our 
earliest days, we have resisted, and disobeyed those 
whom Thou hast set over us, for pride reigns in our 
mortal bodies ; and we desire often, when we dare not 
indulge it, to resist. Oh, do Thou mercifully pardon, 
and strengthen us ; do Thou look upon our weakness, 
and, for Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us our iniquity. 
Convince us of our proneness thus to offend against 
Thee, and make us to be especially watchful over our 
every thought, lest we trifle with the suggestion, and 
commit the sin ; lest our spirits rise, and we be led to 
resist, and so receive to ourselves damnation. O 
Lord, let Thy dear Son's name be our plea; His merits 
stand in our stead ; and hear us for His sake, for He 
is our Redeemer and Saviour. Amen. 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 131 

EVENING. 

O LORD, we bow before Thee, as humble and pe- 
nitent sinners ; oh, increase our faith, and improve our 
practise. We must own that our faith is very weak ; 
this day bears sad witness to the fact, for much of our 
service this day has been a lifeless offering, a mockery 
of Thee. Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that our thoughts 
have wandered ; that, when kneeling, in Thine own 
house, and in Thy presence, we have indulged vain 
imaginings, and that Thy worship has been a burden 
unto us. Our spirits have slumbered, even whilst our 
blessed Lord was by to fulfil His promise, for in His 
name Thy professing worshipers met us in the House 
of prayer. Oh, pardon us, and all who so forget 
Thee, the place, and their duty, and supply us with 
strength for the time to come, that we offend not so 
again. Let not indifference creep upon us, as to our 
thoughts, when met in Thy dear Son's name, lest such 
iniquity be our ruin, but preserve us by Thy power, 
and in Thy great mercy. And those truths which we 
did hear, we beseech Thee to seal upon our hearts, and 
enable us to exemplify them in our lives. Rule us, 
and guide us, as if every day were a holy day ; for 
every day is Thine, and our lives should be dedicated 
to Thee in all. And when, O Lord, we go hence, let 
us fall down, in our chambers to pour out our hearts 
unto Thee in secret, and then let us lie down to sleep 
with the assurance of pardon and peace ; and partake 
of quiet rest, through Thy mercy and goodness, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



132 MONDAY AFTER FOURTH 



MORNING. 



O LORD our God, how excellent is Thy name in 
all the world. Though men praise Thee not, yet 
Thou continuest holy ; though they acknowledge Thee 
not, yet Thou art still their God, keeping their life 
from destruction, and showering Thy benefits upon 
them. Man goeth forth in his own strength; we fol- 
low our own devices; we love the pleasures of time, 
and cleave to the creatures of this world. Yet they 
are all from Thee, though we see not Thine hand in 
them, nor Thy providence preserving them in mercy 
for our use. This day, God, brings us again into 
the busy scenes, and among the active duties of life. 
After a short season of holy rest, we are again called 
to worldly engagements. Oh, give us all grace, that 
we may ask ourselves, as we now prepare for them, 
in whom is our trust, in what is our confidence, to 
preserve us from the snares, and temptations of life, 
and to enable us to perform the several duties of our 
respective situations. We know that we cannot do 
these things of ourselves; we have often failed, hi- 
therto, even when we were most desirous to succeed ; 
and, when we were most secure, and felt ourselves 
standing, then, Lord, we have too often fallen. Oh, 
enable us to search and try our hearts, not carelessly, 
and as an unimportant work, but as before Thee, the 
Searcher of hearts, and by the light of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may know ourselves, and so by Thy 
grace, be enabled for the time to come to stand firm, 
and tried disciples of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 133 

EVENING. 

THOU, O God, hast again allowed us to meet to- 
gether in thy dear Son's name, enable us to value 
the privilege as we ought, and to use it for our souls' 
comfort. With our confessions, give us sincerity, for 
we must own we have not spent the day in conformity 
with our Christian profession. Though our thoughts 
may have sometimes turned to Thee ; though a prayer 
may have passed our lips, and Thou, O God, knowest 
if we have so far acknowledged Thee, during any of 
the moments of the now closing day, yet we would 
own, our service is far beneath our privileges, and Thy 
requirements, and that we need Thy pardoning grace 
for our short- comings. In mercy, grant to us such 
a measure of it, that our sins may be blotted out But 
we would ask Thee to teach us, by our experience in 
the past of our lives, how needful it is to bear ever in 
mind our blessed Lord's injunction, and to "watch," 
for sin comes unawares, and our enemy is ever ready 
to take us captive. Temptations approach in flattering 
forms, and evil lurks under bright colours ; fancy is 
led away, and we often fall, when we do not even dream 
of danger. Let the solemn truth not be lost upon us, 
that dangers surround, and that we are never safe 
but under the shadow of Thy wings, a shadow which 
falls only on those who come under them for shelter 
and safety. Oh, draw us, by the cords of Thy love, 
to them, that we may be secure ; protect each one of 
us in his hour of need; when temptation comes 
strengthen him ; and give to each and all Thy bless- 
ing, for Jesus Qhrist's sake our Lord. Amen. 



134 TUESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, with whom one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day, and who wilt 
fulfil Thy promise, though it he delayed, give us 
that patience, which is of faith, to wait Thy time, and 
not to be faint or weary in Thy service. Convince us, 
O Lord, that Thou art not slack concerning Thy pro- 
mise, as some men count slackness; for no indifference, 
or forgetfulness can make Thee delay, hut only the 
good of Thy creatures, to promote which is Thy every 
desire. O Lord, we too often act as if we did not be- 
lieve this; we are too often led to reason within 
ourselves, why have we not more strength to resist 
temptation, more power to withstand sin; and then 
we would accuse Thee as slack concerning Thy pro- 
mise. We seek for temporal blessings, and they are 
denied, and again we are led to doubt Thy faithful- 
ness and truth. Our hearts are tempted to rebel, and 
our spirits to rise, until we almost deny the Lord that 
bought us. O God, deal with us in mercy, and let Thy 
Spirit convince us of the great and solemn truths of 
Thy word; and so rule our hearts that we may receive 
them as our law. And do Thou so strengthen .us that, 
the longer Thy mercies are delayed, the longer our 
prayers* remain unanswered, and our wants are unsa- 
tisfied, the more earnest we may be in prayer, the 
more determined we may set ourselves to secure Thy 
blessing ; so that, at Thy summons, we may be found 
in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God. Grant 
this, in mercy and love, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 135 

EVENING. 

O GOD, the fountain of all goodness, the source 
of health, and of all the blessings and comforts which 
man enjoys in this life, we would ask Thee in this our 
evening prayer, to look with an eye of pity and com- 
passion on the sick, the afflicted, and distressed, where- 
soever they may be, of our fellow-creatures. Alleviate 
all the sufferings of body or mind under which they 
labour; remove from the afflicted their causes of 
distress ; and heal the sick, who groan under Thy 
heavy visitation. Look upon the captive, and ease 
his mental anguish, as he weeps for his liberty, and 
the home and friends of his heart. But, above all 
things, sanctify to each and all their afflictions. Open 
their eyes to see them as Thy work, for their good ; 
as Thy doings to bring them nearer to Thee. Tea, 
Lord, give them the spirit of holy David to say, it is 
good, because they have thereby learned Thy ways. 
And, O Lord, defend us, we beseech Thee, from such 
visitations ; let Thy hand fall lightly upon us, and 
preserve to us the blessing of health, and the many 
comforts we now enjoy. Make us truly thankful for 
them ; not following the evil inclination of the natural 
heart, by repining that they are not, as others have, 
more, or greater, but day by day, rejoicing more and 
more that they are not, as with so many of our fellow- 
creatures, fewer. We own in sincerity, that we have 
not deserved them, that we receive them not as an 
acknowledgment from Thee of our merit or deserv- 
ings, but solely of Thy mercy and compassion. Let 
them yet be ours, for Thy dear Son's sake. Amen. 



136 WEDNESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, before whom we now kneel, in the 
name of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, we beseech Thee 
so to enable us to realise Thy presence amongst 
us, that we may not dare to indulge a wandering 
thought, nor give way to one vain imagination. Shew 
to us the nature of the worship which Thou requirest; 
the character of the offering which we must bring, 
even spiritual desires, heavenly hopes, and unwaver- 
ing faith. Teach us to come before Thee as humble, 
contrite sinners, who need all, and have nothing to 
give, which can merit Thy favor, or secure Thy ac- 
ceptance. O Lord, do Thou, who only canst do it, so 
instruct us, by Thy Spirit, that we may be now and 
ever true worshipers of Thee, and sincere disciples of 
our blessed Lord. Shew to us this life as it is ; a day 
of trial ; of probation, in which we must win heaven, 
or lose Thy favor ; in which by our deeds we are to 
declare whether we would dwell with Thee, or aban- 
don all trust in Thy mercy; whether we would par- 
take in Christ's salvation, or follow our own inventions, 
and serve Satan. And enable us to lay this awful 
truth to heart, that in each hour, and in each action 
we are either serving Thee or him; that whatever 
tends not to Thine honor and glory, advances his 
kingdom, and promotes our ruin. And yet, Lord, 
how many are our daily doings towards which we 
never ask Thine aid, or in reference to which we never 
name Thy name. Let our contrition be perfect ; and 
strengthen us for the time to come, that we may be 
Thy accepted children, for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 137 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, who hast, in mercy, pro- 
vided all Thy creatures with means of grace ; who 
hast given us Thy sacraments, Thine ordinances of 
religion, and ministers, who shall preach the faithful 
word, and, as the ambassadors of Jesus Christ, call 
on all men everywhere to repent. Thou, who hast per- 
mitted us to draw near to Thee with prayer, in our 
chambers, or, as now, a small household ; also means 
of grace vouchsafed in perfect love, and holy pity; we 
beseech Thee, not only to continue them all to us, but 
to give us understanding hearts, that we may use 
them aright. Suffer us not to be satisfied, God, with 
partaking in the means; with merely receiving the 
sacred elements, with hearing Thy word preached, or 
with using forms of prayer. Suffer us not to fall into- 
the delusion, which overtakes so many to their ruin y 
that outward decency of conduct, and the regular ob- 
servance of stated duties, will nourish our souls, any 
more than to gaze only, though it be with admiration,, 
on a feast, will satisfy our bodily wants. But teach us 
that, whilst we must not neglect the ordinance, we 
must remember that its benefits are spiritual, and only 
to be spiritually obtained, even by faith in Thy pro- 
mises, and in the efficacy of our Intercessor's plea~ 
Lead us, we beseech Thee, ever to all the means of 
grace which Thou hast so mercifully appointed, as 
Thine ; and enable us to partake of them with such 
sincerity of heart and purpose, that we may be thereby 
made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



138 THURSDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O HEAVENLY Father, Thou protector of all 
who trust in Thee, look upon the multitude of our 
fellow- creatures, who go down to the sea in ships, and 
occupy their business in great waters. They see Thy 
works, O Lord, and Thy wonders in the deep. Turn 
their hearts to acknowledge Thee in every breeze that 
blows, as also in the still calm ; to hear Thy voice, 
when the stormy wind ariseth, and to know that it is 
Thy word which lifteth up the waves thereof. And 
oh, turn their hearts to Thee in the full confidence of 
faith, that hope may take the place of fear, and prayer 
occupy their lips, as they are carried up to the heaven, 
and down again to the deep. Give to them that trust, 
which can spring only of belief; and, as our blessed 
Lord, by His word, stilled the raging of the waves, 
and bade all be calm, so make them to cry unto Thee 
in their trouble, since Thou canst deliver them out of 
their distress. O Lord, we know the power of fear 
over the human heart, and that doubt will gain a mas- 
tery when faith should be most active, therefore, we 
the more earnestly ask Thee to send Thy blessing 
upon those, who move where much fear is, and who 
may be tempted, by the greatness of danger, to mis- 
trust Thy power and promises. Let our supplications, 
O Lord, be heard on their behalf. Make them glad in the 
manifestations of Thy greatness ; and, bringing them 
to the haven where they would be, open their mouths 
to praise Thee, for Thy goodness, and to declare the 
wonders that Thou doest for the children of men. Oh, 
grant this, for Jesu's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 139 

EVENING. 

O LORD, the days of man are few upon earth, 
and he has much to do ; his years are quickly passed, 
and yet his work is great and heavy. Still, Lord, 
we waste our time, as if it had no end ; and we trifle 
away hours and days, as if we could replace them. 
We are thoughtless, and we will not be wise. Each 
setting sun tells of the past, for it is the close of 
another day ; it calls to us to reflect, and, surely, it 
should warn us, that the sun of our lives must have a 
setting. O God, allow us not to live in so dangerous 
an error, as to suppose that one minute wasted can 
ever he replaced. We may fold our hands, and close 
our eyelids, and muse on the past, but unless we are 
endeavouring to profit therefrom for the future, we 
are allowing our time of life to run out in vain for 
good, of a surety for evil. Seal then, gracious 
Lord, this truth upon our hearts, that on any moment 
may depend our eternal state ; that, as any moment 
may terminate our life here, as we are using, misusing, 
or wasting that moment, so will our end be for hap- 
piness or misery. Thy Spirit only can teach us this ; 
and by Thy Spirit's aid only can we use our time so 
as not to abuse it. Vouchsafe, God, that holy aid, 
which we so much need; give us faith, and diligence; 
and spare us a little while, ere we go hence, that we 
may be enabled to turn to Thee with more sincerity, 
to work for Thee with more zeal, and secure to our- 
selves the crown of glory, the purchased prize of a 
Saviour's blood. Oh, grant these things, for that 
Saviour's sake, Jesus Christ our God. Amen. 



140 FRIDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O GOD, who didst manifest Thy dear Son to man 
in the humble and lowly guise of man, and didst 
place Him among the poor of this world, that He 
might be our example ; we beseech Thee so to direct 
our thoughts to Him, and our minds and energies to 
the study of His character, that we may follow Him 
in all things, but especially in that most excellent and 
christian grace, humility. We would the more ear- 
nestly ask Thee to assist us towards the attainment of 
this gift, because it belongs not to man by nature ; it 
springs not from wordly philosophy, or of human wis- 
dom, but is only from Thee, the Author and Giver of 
all good gifts. Humble us, Lord, before Thee, that 
we may know our position as fallen and rebellious crea- 
tures, and may come to Thee for pardon, and peace, not 
trusting in our own merits, but in Thy mercy, through 
Jesus Christ; and remembering that Thou hast a de- 
light in the humble and lowly of heart. Humble us, 
also, before men, seeing that we have nothing but what 
we have received ; nothing whereof to boast, because 
nothing which we can call our own, or which we may 
not any moment lose. Humble us, further in our own 
sights, that we may have peace of mind ; a clear con- 
science; a firm trust; knowing that pride gives no 
rest, but goeth before destruction ; because opposed 
to Thy will and law. Oh, preserve us from pride of 
heart, good Lord ; preserve us from all presumption, 
and keep us in the humility of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for His sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTEB THE EPIPHANY. 141 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, we have asked Thee in our morn- 
ing service that Thou wouldest give to us that most 
excellent gift, humility, that we might walk humbly 
before Thee, before men, and in our own sight. O 
Lord, again we ask Thee, to vouchsafe that grace, 
that we may exercise our thoughts by its rule. That 
we may learn to think of ourselves as we are, weak 
and helpless, whilst here; frail in body, whose beauty 
fools prize; and uncertain in mind, of whose powers 
only fools will boast. And, oh, let us not yield up 
ourselves to vanity that we may seem to our fellows 
to be what we are not; passing off, as we are too often 
tempted to do, a profession for a reality, that we may 
gain the applause of men, forgetting that, in so doing 
we are sacrificing eternal rewards. Let our words, 
therefore, be without boasting; and let us not be 
tempted to seek the praise of men, but only to 
walk humbly with Thee our God. Above all, keep us 
from the sin of assuming an humility which belongs 
not to us. Purify us from all such actions, so un- 
worthy the name of christian; so injurious to our 
profession as disciples of our blessed Lord, and such 
hinderers of our onward walk to heaven. Let this 
mind be in us, which was also in Christ Jesus, who 
took upon Himself the form of a servant, and humbled 
Himself, even to the death upon the Cross, that He might 
save us from the power of Satan. And so teach us to 
humble ourselves in all things when we can advance 
Thy glory, that we may be like Him here, and reign 
with Him for ever hereafter, for His sake. Amen. 



142 SATURDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

THOU glorious, and ever blessed Lord God, 
who dost exercise Thyself in patience toward Thy 
rebellious creatures, we beseech Thee to draw us to a 
serious and frequent contemplation of that great and 
precious virtue; and enable us to pray for its gift with 
the sincerity of longing desire. Make us to see how 
needful it is to our own happiness and preservation, 
for unless Thou didst exercise patience, we could not 
stand before Thee ; Thy wrath would have consumed 
us long ago. As, therefore, we know the value and 
importance of this gift to ourselves, so enable us to 
exercise it towards others, that we may in this, as in 
other things, prove ourselves to be Thy disciples in- 
deed. But, above all, give us patience under the 
dispensation of Thy providence. When afflictions 
fall upon us; when sorrows arise, or losses accumulate, 
then make us to remember their Author, even the 
Author of all good ; and enable us to exercise pa- 
tience, that we may follow the example of Him, who 
so perfectly exemplified this grace throughout His 
whole life, that we might learn from Him. Whatso- 
ever may happen, as we pass the time of our sojourn- 
ing here on earth, let us so endeavour to bear patiently 
the trials and provocations of life, whether from Thee, 
or from our fellow-men, that they may be robbed of 
their sting, and we may secure Thy favor and regard, 
since Thou, O Lord God, wilt accept the patient one. 
Bless and accept us herein, we beseech Thee, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 143 

EVENING. 

WITH the close of another week, O merciful Lord, 
we, Thy worshipers, would approach Thee in the 
language of thanksgiving, and with the voice of praise. 
We would ask Thee to give us hearts to do this, so 
that our words may not he in vain, nor the utterance 
of our praise be only an empty sound. We have, 
during the past days of our closing week, received 
many and great benefits ; blessings more than we can 
number. We have had health and strength preserved 
to us; food and raiment convenient for us, provided : 
and we have been kept from disease and danger. 
Many sick, and many sufferers are around us, whilst 
Thou hast, in mercy, vouchsafed to us health and 
strength. Whichever way we look, we find cause for 
rejoicing in Thy holy name; whatever we do Thy 
mercy attend us ; and yet, Lord, we have not acknow- 
ledged Thy mercy as we ought ; we have not shewn in 
our lives that sense of Thy goodness, which it so pow- 
erfuly demands. Let Thy grace accompany us for 
the time to come, whilst Thy pardon follows on the 
past ; and take us on the morrow into the courts of 
Thy house; prepared to offer to Thee willing, and 
obedient hearts; to seek Thy face and favor with 
sincerity and love, and to learn to praise Thee with 
more sincerity for the time to come, that our lives 
may be one offering of praise and thanksgiving to our 
merciful God, for the sake of our Redeemer Jesus 
Christ Amen. 



144 FIFTH SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

THOU eternal Lord, our God, let the voice of 
Thy worshiping people enter Thine ear on this day of 
sacred rest. Accept, we besech Thee, every prayer 
which it may witness, and answer every holy desire, 
which may be breathed forth, in its sacred hours. 
The day is Thine; its hours are for Thee, and to Thee 
must we dedicate ourselves as they pass, or sin. Sanc- 
tify us for the work, we pray Thee ; give us hearts to 
begin it with cheerfulness and zeal ; implant in us 
such holy desires and heavenly aspirations, that we 
may enter into Thy courts with joy, and seek Thy 
presence as our best reward, and a very precious privi- 
lege. Let the services of the sanctuary be acceptable 
in Thy sight. Enlighten Thy ministering servants, 
that they may see, and preach plainly and fully, that 
atonement, whereby alone we have remission of our 
sins ; that sacrifice, whereby only heaven is secured to 
us, even of Thy dear Son our Saviour. And let not 
the ears of those who hear listen as to vain words 
which have no meaning, or bring no profit: but 
send Thy Holy Spirit to open them. Oh, may He 
strive this day effectually with multitudes; may He 
take up His abode this day in the hearts of many in 
which He never before found a resting-place; and 
may we especially be enabled to feel His most 
holy comfort, to partake of His assistance and to re- 
joice evermore in Thy mercy — great, and boundless, 
and vast, we acknowledge it to be — and all for the 
sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 



AFTEB THE EPIPHANY. 146 



EVENING. 



MOST holy Lord God, we beseech Thee to hear 
us for the sake of Thy dear Son, and let this evening's 
service be acceptable in Thy sight. We would thank 
Thee for the mercies of this day, for Thy loving kind- 
ness in once more offering to us so vast means of 
grace as another Sabbath has brought within our 
reach. It is of ourselves that we have not improved 
them to our soul's benefit ; ours is the sin that we 
have neglected or misused any. Oh, pardon, we pray 
Thee, every imagination, every wandering thought 
which has crept upon and hindered us in the solemn 
performance of our high duty. Forgive the carel essness 
of onr acts of worship ; the slumber of indifference 
which has marked too many hours of our now closing 
day. Enable us to lay the serious thought to heart, 
that to some one of us, it may be the last Sabbath in 
which the privilege of joining thy worshiping 
people in the house of prayer may be afforded us; 
the last opportunity of thus making an open profession 
of onr faith, and declaring ourselves to be Thy disciples. 
The last Sabbath must come to all mankind, but not 
one of us knows which shall be his last. In mercy 
seal this awful truth upon our minds, that with each, 
as it returns, we may strive the more earnestly to 
know its blessings, and to use its gifts ; so shall we 
grow daily more and more in Thy likeness ; so learn 
to love Thee better, and to find Thy favor the best 
treasure, yea better than life itself. Grant these 
things, we beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 
L 



146 MONDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 

GOD, who hast mercifully distributed Thy ta- 
lents in trust to Thy creature man, in such number 
and proportion as seemed best to Thy godly wisdom, 
we beseech Thee to enable us to understand those 
committed to our charge, and to know and perceive 
Thy goodness in the gift. We know that we are not 
to be judged because we lack a talent, but only for 
not using, or for misusing, what we have. We know 
that Thou requirest from man no more than he can 
give ; and that Thy strength will supply all his defi- 
ciency. We know, Lord, that we are inexcusable 
if we sin, because Thou wilt grant grace to every one 
who asks, that we may resist temptation, and be able 
to stand against the wiles of the evil one. But we 
know also that we do not use the talents we possess. 
Thou hast declared unto us Thy will in plain terms, 
and " the soul that sinneth, it shall die," is a truth 
we all admit ; yet, Lord, we have not pressed it upon 
others as we ought ; we have not found, or made op- 
portunities to exercise the talent of proclaiming so all 
important a truth. We have wrapped it in the napkin 
of indifference, and buried it among the soil of unre- 
membered things, as if we valued it not. And the 
best of us do not value it as we ought. Judge us not, 
for this, Lord, now, but strive with us yet longer, 
be patient yet a little while, until Thy grace restrains, 
and Thy power upholds, and teach and guide us by 
Thy Spirit, to our lives* end, for the love of Thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 147 

EVENING. 

O GOD, thou requirest truth in the inmost parts, 
and wilt not accept a divided spirit Thou hast told 
us to give to Thee our hearts, to place our affections 
on Thee, and to seek Thee as the one thing needful ; 
Thy salvation, wrought by Jesus Christ, as the pearl 
of great price. Thy law is very plain, and we must 
own that we have heard it, we know it, but we obey it 
not. We divide our affections; we wish to love Thee, 
and the world ; we would give something to Thee, but 
then we would also give something to life ; we would 
serve Thee, but not with a perpetual service; we 
would explain away Thy commandments, because 
we fear to offend Thee, and cannot bring ourselves to 
a strict obedience to them. Day by day we are acting 
thus in direct breach of Thy law ; yea, Lord, we must 
confess this awful truth, because we are not doing all 
to Thy glory ; we are not impelled by a love to Thee, 
we have not in all things a remembrance that Christ 
Jesus died for us, and, therefore, only we shall live, 
if we walk in His likeness. Be gracious unto us, and 
let this our humble confession be the sincere fore- 
ranner of amendment of life. Give us grace now to 
lay our sins to heart ; to seek Thy Holy Spirit's aid 
for the time to come, that we may be weaned from the 
vanities and follies of time, things which perish in 
the using ; and may learn from whom all good things 
do come, and ever seek them from their source, as we 
would now do, even from Thee, our merciful God, 
through Jesus Christ, the true way, and by whom 
alone we have access to Thee. Amen. 



148 TUESDAY AFTER FIFTH 



MORNING. 



LORD, who lovest to deal out mercies and 
favors; who art ever ready to bless Thy people with 
an exceeding great and precious blessing; we pray 
Thee to bless us, oh, our God; yea, bless us, O good 
Lord, now, in these our petitions; in this our humble 
offering, that it may be acceptable in Thy sight; that 
it may prevail for us, because it is made through 
faith in Thy promises, and in the name of Thy dear 
Son, their holy and sure pledge. Bless us in all our 
prayers, whether they be offered in the congregation 
of Thy worshipers, in the household assembly, or in 
our chambers, where we pour out our hearts and 
spirits in secret to Thee our God. Bless alike all who 
are near and dear to us ; give them, together with us, 
an increase of grace to pray more fervently, more fre- 
quently, more devoutly. Shew us the true way to 
secure Thy blessing, and then open our mouths to 
utter the faithful prayer. But we would also ask Thee 
to bless those who, though we know them not by name, 
are still our brethren, even every member of our 
native town. Bless them, as Thou seest they have 
need, in themselves, their families, their affairs ; but 
above all bless them with spiritual gifts ; with hea- 
venly graces; that joy, and peace, and prosperity may 
reign among them, and that Thy glory may be more 
known, Thine honor more promoted. Let Thy spiri- 
tual blessings descend upon us as a refreshing shower, 
and open our hearts to receive them with grateful 
love, that we may in every act of our lives acknowledge 
the gracious Giver, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 149 

EVENING. 

O LORD God, we asked Thy blessings upon us, 
and others for whom we ought to pray, with our early 
offering this day at Thy throne of mercy and grace, 
and we would now return our humble but hearty 
thanks that it hath pleased Thee, in Thy mercy, to 
bless us through another day ; that Thou hast given 
to us health, strength, food, and raiment; that we 
have been preserved from danger ; but more, that we 
are again permitted to meet in Thy dear Son's name, 
and to plead His all-prevailing merits on our behalf. 
We need this, for our case is desperate. Our strength 
is weakness, our wisdom folly, our hope vain, unless 
Jesus helps, for without Him is no salvation. O Lord, 
we would be saved ; we would flee from the wrath to 
come ; but we cannot run the race that is set before 
us, unless Thou strengthen us; we would win the prize 
held out in love for all, but we know not how to secure 
it, unless Thy wisdom enlighten our understanding 
and teach our hearts. We would hope, but we are 
cast down ; and unless Thou stay us, we cannot find 
one ground to hope that Jesus is our Redeemer. 
Enable us to cast off all self-dependence ; all self- 
trust, and, entirely emptied of self, to come to Thee 
to be filled ; waiting Thy good time, but despairing 
not; exercising patience, and striving by prayer, sure 
that an answer will be vouchsafed, since no one ever 
came to Thee, and was cast out. Let Jesus plead for 
us, and, oh, give a speedy answer, that we may have 
our joy secured, for His sake our Advocate. Amen. 



150 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, our Governor, Thou great and adorable 
Jehovah, who art over all, and to whom all things but 
the spirits of men yield ready submission, visit us in 
love, and teach us the obedience due from creatures 
to a Creator, good, wise, merciful, and omnipotent. 
Shew us Thyself in all Thine attributes, that we 
may be led to know Thee as Thou art, and then be 
enabled to worship Thee with a holy worship. Teach 
us that true wisdom which is from above, and which 
will lead us to seek the things we want, not from weak 
and feeble man, but from the Omnipotent, for in 
Thine hand is every thing, and by Thee do all consist. 
Lead us to Thyself, wherever we may be, to seek the 
Omnipresent, for Thou, O God, art in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good ; and, though we see 
Thee not, Thou art nigh to help and deliver in every 
time of trouble. When want or affliction presses, 
guide us to Him, whose name is Love, even to Thy- 
self, for Thou pitiest the sufferer, and the poor desti- 
tute ; Thou art the Father of the fatherless, and wilt 
supply every want of the patient poor. In every hour, 
or place, or circumstance, make Thyself known to us 
through Thy works. Open our eyes to see every thing 
which surrounds us as the operation of Thy hands, 
and then unseal our lips, that they may utter Thy 
praise, and tell of Thy wonders from day to day ; and 
that we may declare them good, and Thee, their 
Maker, great, and good, and glorious, to the honor of 
Thy name, for the love and sake of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 151 

EVENING. 

WE would again seek Thee, O merciful Lord God, 
through Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and in perfect 
reliance on Thy love. And yet this day, we must 
confess, as we have too often reason to do, though we 
do it not, has not proved such reliance ; our deeds 
have not borne evidence to the trust which Thy good- 
ness demands. Self, and human reason, lead us too 
often astray ; our fancied interests, and our boasted 
powers, turn us from thoughts of Thee, to self-reli- 
ance; and, in our self-complacency, we are apt to say 
to ourselves of our work — it is very good. O Lord, 
root out from us such a dangerous delusion, and 
teach us, that naught is good, save Thou only, and Thy 
doings. Enable us to compare the simplest of Thine 
operations, with the most cunning and complete that 
man ever devised ; and then to see the might of the 
one, and the insignificance of the other, Thy power 
and our weakness in the works. Direct our view to 
the meanest insect that crawls along the dust, or wings 
its hour's existence in the air; and then, O God, let 
out hearts fill with wonder and amaze that such things 
are. Let not their every day's occurrence lessen their 
Value with us, but rather, because they are our daily 
companions, make them Thy merciful monitors to tell 
of our God, and to lead us, in humility, to Thee. So 
shall we learn the more to rejoice in Thy holy name 
and to praise Thy works, yea, all Thy doings as very 
good, O Lord, our Maker, for Thy dear Son, Jesus 
Christ's sake, Amen. 



162 THURSDAY AFTER FIFTH 

-MORNING. 

O LORD, our heavenly Father, we most humbly 
beseech Thee to visit us in great pity, and to let Thy 
mercy take the place of judgment. We have deserved 
punishment, and we have done much to kindle Thy 
wrath against us. We are daily sinning against light 
and knowledge; we are constantly presuming on Thy 
forbearance. Because Thou hast spared hitherto, 
therefore, we seem to expect that Thou wilt overlook 
our iniquity, and pardon our sins. But, we know 
such is not the course of Thy dealings; we have 
learned more of Thy word, than to dare to put this 
forth as a plea for our misdoings. Open our eyes, 
then, good Lord, to see the truth as it is in Jesus 
more clearly than we have hitherto perceived it, and 
let Thy Holy Spirit fulfil His work in us, by guiding 
us into all truth, and by keeping us therein to our 
lives' end. Enable us, being so led, to lead others ; 
make us instruments of good in Thine hands ; open 
our mouths to declare the things which we have heard 
concerning Thee, Thy wondrous dealings to the child- 
ren of men. And do Thou pour out Thy Holy Spirit 
on all flesh ; let His influence be felt in many hearts, 
and Thy name be uttered by many tongues, as yet 
unacquainted with its sound. Let the knowledge of 
Thee spread quickly, and widely : the mercies of 
redeeming love be sung through every land, until a 
Saviour's name shall be the wide world's watchword, 
and a dying Saviour all men's hope. Oh, grant this 
for that Saviour's sake, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, 
and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 153 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY Lord God, we come before Thee, 
not pleading our own merits, but in the name of Thy 
dear Son. He has promised to be present when two 
or three are gathered together in His name, and we 
would now have His gracious promise fulfilled. We 
would endeavour, O Lord, by Thy aid, to understand 
its value, and so to prepare ourselves, remembering that 
He is our Lord God, whom we must worship, and 
who hates sin with a perfect hatred, but who will hear 
the contrite one. Give us contrite hearts, we beseech 
Thee ; give us lowly spirits, we pray Thee ; and 
endue us with that heavenly wisdom, which will 
enable us to walk before Thee in the land of the 
living; which will keep us from stumbling as we 
move onward through life, and bring us safely to our 
journey's end. Our lives are passing quickly away y 
our days are running out ; our time is fast hastening 
on. We forget these things; we do not remember 
them as we ought, as weighty, serious matters, which 
warn us to prepare. O Lord, give us that prepara- 
tion of heart and spirit which may fit us for every 
duty of life ; which may enable us to do the work 
Thou hast appointed for us, while it is called day y 
lest the night come ; lest the darkness of death over- 
take us, and we be found unprepared to meet our 
Judge. We would trust to Thee, we would rest on 
Thy goodness and truth ; oh, enable us to do so, and 
bless us now and ever, for Jesus Christ's sake, our 
Saviour and God. Amen. 



154 FRIDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, in Thy hands are the issues of 
life and death ; as Thou didst speak the word and we 
were made, so, a't Thy bidding, shall we pass away 
from this land of our pilgrimage, and be no longer 
among the sons of men. Soon must that time come. 
Though it is hid in Thy secret counsels, Lord, yet 
we know that, at the longest, life is short. Our days 
pass quickly away. Year follows year, the seasons 
come in their courses, and depart ; all things come to 
an end, to warn us. Yea, Lord, even the small leaf 
that falls from the tree speaks Thy warning to the 
sons of men, for we must all fall as a leaf, and be- 
come again part of that earth whence we were first taken. 
Oh, prepare us daily, that we may be daily as much 
nearer Thee in spirit, as we are nearer to the grave. 
Shew us Thyself in the fulness of Thy majesty and 
holiness ; set before us Thy requirements ; and, above 
all, draw us to Him who is able to save us to the ut- 
termost, and to fit us for our great change. Enable 
us to walk as He walked, fearless among His enemies, 
strong in the Spirit, knowing that His time was Thy 
time, and that He had to do Thy work. Now, Lord, 
whilst health and strength abound in us ; whilst it is 
called day, give us grace to walk before Thee in the 
land of the living ; to use our energies of body and 
mind in Thy service, and to prepare to meet our 
Judge, even Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer our 
petitions, and further pray unto Thee in His own 
words : — Our Father 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 155 

EVENING. 

O GOD, our only Lord, to whom we owe all 
things, as all came from Thee, and who hast a claim 
upon our affections, accept the confession which we 
would now make of our too constant forgetfulness of 
Thee. We must indeed, own, Lord, that we have 
loved the world too much, and sought too earnestly 
the things of the world. Our friendship has been 
given to the pleasures of life and time, whilst we have 
forgotten Thee, our Maker and best Friend. We have 
run after profit as if it could satisfy the cravings of 
an immortal soul, and we have joined in the laugh 
and jest of companions, whose every word did violence 
to Thine honor, for Thou wert not in all their thoughts. 
We have sat by the mourner and the sufferer in body, 
and spoken words which we deemed might amuse, as 
if levity led to heaven, and hell were won by naming 
Christ. We have, as it were, too often, made it our 
study to avoid the utterance of Thy name, or the 
mention of a dying Saviour, even to those who could 
find no rest in life, nor hope from the world. And so 
have we sadly proved our enmity to Thee. But Thou 
art gracious, and merciful, long suffering, and of great 
kindness, and hast delayed, though we deserved pu- 
nishment. Oh, check our career of iniquity lest it be 
our ruin ; stay us ere we go too far, and in this hour 
bring such conviction to the soul of each one of us, 
that we may find this indeed to be to us all an accepted 
hour, this day ere it close a day of salvation, and 
Thou our Friend, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



156 SATURDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD God, we are come into Thy presence, 
and are met in Thy dear Son's name, hi ess ns in our 
meeting, accept our service, and hear our prayers, for 
His sake. Oh, bless us with all good things needful 
both for our souls and bodies ; give us the graces of 
Thy Holy Spirit to influence our lives, to keep us 
from error, and to lead us into the right way. May 
His light so illuminate every path along which we 
walk, so accompany us in all our goings, that we may 
neither stumble nor fall. May it so beam upon each 
work in which we are about to engage, that we may 
know for a truth whether we can do it without sin, 
and whether it will advance Thy honor, and promote 
Thy glory. Teach us our entire dependence upon Thee, 
and Thy perfect readiness to help in every time of need. 
Shew us the salvation wrought for us, by Jesus Christ, 
as the only good for which we ought to pant, and 
strive, that we may not waste our energies, or throw 
away our abilities on things which cannot profit, and 
which only perish in the using. And, oh, give us, we 
beseech Thee, grateful hearts. Stir up our affections 
towards Thyself, that we may love Thee above all 
things; and, knowing Thy love, may speak of it early 
and late ; may be influenced by it in every word and 
work; may seek to experience it in every hour, 
and so, passing through things temporal, may not 
finally lose the things which are eternal. Grant this 
we pray Thee, for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPJPHANY. 157 

EVENING. 

RECEIVE, O Lord, our grateful tribute at the 
close of another week, and let our thanksgiving be 
acceptable in Thy sight, for Thy dear Son's sake. 
We would, indeed, present ourselves before Thee with 
lively gratitude for the mercies which Thou hast re- 
newed to us during the days of the now closing week. 
Darkness and light have taken their part, but Thine 
arm has been outstretched over us alike in each. 
Dangers have been nigh, but we have escaped ; the 
solemn bell has announced to our ears the departure 
of some fellow pilgrims, but we are spared. O Lord, 
we know it is Thy doing, and mercy has ordained it 
thus. Make us sensible of Thy great goodness, and 
long-suffering towards us. And, whilst we express 
our gratitude on bended knees, oh, make us to feel 
it in lowly hearts. Purify us from the spirit of evil 
which animates us too much in all our doings ; yea, 
even in our acts of professed worship. We are too 
much inclined to see in them a fancied merit ; we are 
too apt to say to ourselves, this offering is very accep- 
table to God, and my service will blot out mine 
offences. In mercy, save us henceforth from such 
delusion; teach us that, having done all we might do, 
we must own, in sincerity and truth, that we are un- 
profitable servants, or else have it proved to us in a 
day when no remedy shall be found, and no escape 
will be nigh. Let our Saviour's prayers be our ex- 
ample of earnestness and sincerity, and enable us to 
put our whole trust in Him, as we now and ever plead 
His name to Thine ear, merciful God. Amen. 



158 SIXTH SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

GOD, our Father, Thou who hast shewn Thy 
great and wondrous love to man by calling us Thy 
sons, and by giving to us the adoption of sons, we pray 
Thee to open our eyes, and to remove from them the 
scales of worldly darkness which too thickly cover 
them, that we may see our precious privilege, and that 
we may learn to act as Thy sons indeed. Wean us 
from the cares and follies of life ; give to us hearts 
and affections set upon things above. Keep us from 
the defilements of time, from those sins which beset 
our every, path, threatening destruction whilst they 
smile upon us. Let us not be deceived by the vain 
words and persuasions of men, who seek only the good 
things of time, and rest on the hopes and pleasures 
of life. But so entirely subdue us, by Thy Holy 
Spirit, to Thy will and law, that we may walk before 
Thee in the land of the living ; that we may rest on 
our great and holy privilege; and, looking up to Thee 
as a kind, a loving Father, may fear no evil ; may be 
freed from the doubts, and uncertainties which hang 
about our daily walk, and long only for that happy 
hour when, having finished our course, having done 
the work which Thou hast appointed to us in this 
world, and having been stayed by Thy grace, we shall 
be called to receive the reward purchased for us by 
a Saviour's blood, and secured to us by Thy promise, 
and to all who look in faith for His appearing. Oh, 
mercifully keep us to that hour most gracious God, 
for His sake. Amen. 



AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 159 

EVENING. 

O LORD, Almighty; O everlasting God; Thou 
hast given unto us eternal life, and that life is in Thy 
Son, even in Jesus, our Saviour. Thou hast promised 
in Him also freely to give us all things. Oh, give us 
a saving faith ; a faith built on the rock of ages ; a 
trust, which human power cannot shake, nor the ma- 
lice of the evil one affect. Give us such entire confi- 
dence in Thee, for time and for eternity, that we may 
risk all, may give up all for Thy sake ; that we may 
not dare to indulge one evil thought, lest we offend 
Thee, and ensure our own ruin. We are tempted con- 
tinually to look for other gods, to seek our safety in 
others, and to build our hopes in our own strength. 
Do Thou shew us Thyself as the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent, as the only Me- 
diator, and access to Thee, and then lead us to Thyself 
by that living way. And, ere this holy day close, 
make it, indeed, a day of rest to our souls ; a sab- 
bath to our spirits. Let us retire to our chambers 
with hearts full of gratitude and love ; with spirits 
cheered by its service ; and minds strengthened by its 
means, let it not be a witness against any one of us 
of sin, but of faithfulness and truth. And now, 
Lord, ere we part, bless us; let the light of Thy 
countenance beam upon us; let Thy Holy Spirit fill 
us ; and let our Saviour be our reward ; and vouch- 
safe to us grace and strength for the time to come, 
for His sake. Amen. 



160 MONDAY AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD our God, who hast appointed and estab- 
lished Thy church in this world, and hast called from 
among men such as it hath seemed good to Thee, to 
minister and to work therein, for the advancement of 
Thy glory, the promotion of truth, and the increase of 
godliness ; we beseech Thee to bless the endeavors of 
all who labor in this work, and who give themselves, 
their time and talents to their sacred office. Endue 
them with every spiritual blessing; shower down upon 
them of Thy mercy and love, that, amid the varying 
scenes and trials which they must encounter here, 
they may be supported by Thy most ready help, and 
be enabled, by Thy grace, to perform their task with 
cheerfulness and fidelity. Enable us, we most ear- 
nestly beseech Thee, to be fellow-labourers with them, 
to be Thy servants, devoted to Thy work, and given, 
in all humility to the holy task of bringing Thy crea- 
tures, who live in darkness, and who are bound by 
ignorance, to the knowledge of their God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Shew us the way in which we ought t< 
go ; strengthen our feet to walk in it ; give us an un 
wavering faith in Thy dear Son ; and accompany u 
in all our goings, with Thy especial favor. Oh, mi 
the great work of christian instruction, whether ca 
ried on by Thy ministers, or by those who are privileg 
to join them in it, be blessed to the good of our nat 
land; to the prosperity of our people, and to 1 
honor and glory. Grant this for Jesus Christ's s; 
Thy dear Son, our Saviour. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY T 161 

EVENING. 

O HEAVENLY Father, we beseech Thee to look 
upon us in pity, for we are sore let and hindered in 
running the race that is set before us ; we are surrounded 
by temptations, and the flesh is very weak; evil 
thoughts arise, and we find too many things in life to 
encourage them. The companionship of men is too 
much after a worldly fashion ; pleasure and profit divide 
the attention, and claim our time. The love of wealth 
and ease demands our thoughts, and occupies our 
minds ; we spend our hours in planning how we may se- 
cure them, and we walk forth with the morning of 
our days, as if this life were all, and we had nothing 
for which to care beyond the endurance of time. Day 
by day seals this awful truth as an undying record for 
thousands. O Lord, waken us from such sad delu- 
sion, from such daring impiety, such a ruinous course. 
Let not the voice of pleasure seduce us from the paths 
of rigteousness ; let not the bright gleam of wealth 
dazzle our eyes that we cannot see the record, " how 
hardly shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of 
heaven," and teach us that most excellent petition, 
that each may for himself ask in humble sincerity, 
"give me neither poverty nor riches." We thank 
Thee that Thou hast given us many good things 
richly to enjoy; for we would acknowledge Thy 
bounty, in providing us with gifts more than we de- 
serve, or remember to acknowledge. Oh, let them not 
be a snare unto us; let not our hearts love them, but 
Thee only, Thou great and merciful Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, our Lord and God. Amen. 

M 



162 TUESDAY AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, Thou God of truth; Thou, who re- 
quirest truth in the inward parts, and hatest all hy- 
pocrisy and lies with a perfect hatred; we beseech Thee 
to look upon us who, by the frailty of our nature, are 
so continually acting the hypocrite's part before Thee, 
and help us. Let Thy Holy Spirit, the only sure, and 
the certain guide into all truth, take us, and lead us 
whithersoever Thou wouldest have us to go. May 
He fill us with the knowledge of Thee, and of Thy 
law; may He set before us all the things which belong 
unto our peace; may He provoke us unto all god- 
liness of living, and implant in us such a love of 
truth that we may seek for it, as for a rich and hidden 
treasure, and long for it with all the earnestness of a 
holy desire. Enable us to see, by His pervading light, 
the folly, as well as the sin of hypocrisy, of endeavouring 
to appear what we are not, or of uttering with 'our lips 
what our hearts do not feel. Oh, purge us from such 
self-deception, as to suppose that, in deceiving our 
neighbor, we are not sinning against Thee. Make us 
open, sincere, and truthful; that we may dare to walk 
before all men, fearing not, since our trust is in Thee, 
and since we have learned, by the teaching of Thj 
Holy Spirit, and by Thy preventing grace to find ; 
refuge in every trial under the shadow of Thy wing; 
And may we love the truth, which is eternal, for Tt 
dear Son's sake, that we may find rest and peace, ai 
hope ever in Thy mercy, for the love Thou bear* 
to that Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 163 

EVENING. 

O GOD, Though hast uttered Thy law, and it is 
written, " The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Thou 
hast made it very plain, and none can misunderstand 
it, for we must hear the punishment of our own in- 
iquity, and for our sin shall death be our portion. 
O Lord, help us, since we have sinned, and come 
under the awful sentence ; and, wert Thou not very 
merciful to stay judgment, we should now be awaiting, 
in the grave, our final doom of misery. But we are 
spared a little longer ; our Saviour has pleaded for 
us ; His all-prevailing name has reached Thine ear, 
and love has suffered with us, that we might escape. 
Oh, turn us, and so shall we be turned away from our 
wickedness that we have committed ; yea, Lord, give 
us grace and strength to forsake every evil way which 
we have loved ; to abandon every sinful desire, and 
to yield up every wicked and vain thought. Purify 
us from our sins past, and give us power and the will 
to do that which is lawful and right ; to seek Thy 
paths, and to find pleasure in Thy law ; to learn Thy 
commandments, and to delight in a strict obedience 
to their every precept, that we may save our souls 
alive. O Lord, make us to consider and turn away 
from all our transgressions, that we have committed, 
and mercifully fulfil Tby promise to each one of us, 
that we may surely live and not die, but proclaim Tby 
redeeming love through all eternity, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



164 "WEDNESDAY AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, merciful and gracious, who dealest with 
Thy creatures as it seemeth best in Thy sight for 
them, give us grace, we beseech Thee, to receive every 
visitation of Thine as an act of mercy, and proof of 
love. Take away from us all discontent, all mur- 
muring, all repining, when the things of time please 
us not. Make our disappointments to lead us to a 
more close examination of ourselves, to see wherein 
we have needed chastisement or required correction. 
Endue us with power to bend under sorrows and 
afflictions as the breath of Thy displeasure, which is 
keen, but in mercy spare us yet longer that we may 
repent and turn unto Thee — and then turn us, good 
Lord. And, if Thine hand spares, and affliction 
comes not near, oh, save us from the delusion in which 
too many labor, that we are more favored of heaven 
than our fellows, since Thy love is proved by chas- 
tisement, for we all need it. We err and go astray 
continually, and because we are not found out by our 
fellow man, we dream not even that we are suspected, 
but go further and further in our iniquity and deceit, 
forgetful of Thee, until we be cut off, and secure 
eternal ruin as our portion. Oh, let our prayers rather 
be for ourselves and all dear to us, that Thou wouldest 
visit for our iniquities here ; that Thou wouldest stay 
us in our career of guilt by sorrow in this world, so 
that, in the world to come, we may have everlasting 
life. Yea, Lord, correct us; but let mercy temper 
judgement, and bless us, and keep us for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 165 

EVENING. 

O GOD, our heavenly Father, be pleased to hear 
us in this hour, for Jesus Christ's sake. Try and 
search us, if there be any way of wickedness in us ; 
lead us in the right way; and instruct us in the 
nature and spirit of prayer ; make us to understand 
that no words can reach Thee, unless the Spirit take 
them, and shew them unto Christ, who will plead His 
merit on our behalf, His sufficiency to supply their 
weakness. And, as words of prayer without its spirit 
be only sin and iniquity, preserve us, that now, and 
whenever we meet together in Thy dear Son's name, 
we may give up ourselves, our hearts, our thoughts 
entirely to Thee and Thy service ; that we may be, as 
if the world were shut out, and we had no occupation 
but to commune with our God. We know this is a 
hard task ; yea, that with man it is impossible ; but, 
since with Thee all things are possible, we ask Thine 
aid, and we ask in confidence, we ask urgently, for 
our necessity is great ; we would have a blessing, and 
Thou waitest to be gracious and to bless us. Go also 
with us, O Lord, hence into our chambers, and there 
lead us to Thyself, that we may pour out all our wants 
and wishes unto Thee ; may seek Thee as a kind, a 
tender, a loving Father, and may rely on Thee for a 
supply of every necessity in due time. And then bless 
us as we lie down to rest ; give us comfortable, re- 
freshing sleep, renew us, body and soul, for the fresh 
duties of another day, and waken us to it with health 
and strength, and keep us under the shadow of Thy 
wings, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



166 THUBSDAT AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O GOD, our refuge, our strength, and salvation, 
we approach Thee in the confidence which we have in 
Thy promises, confirmed to us in Jesus Christ, and in 
His name we pray. We pray for Thy blessing on our 
native land; and ask Thee, in mercy, to stretch forth 
Thine arm over it. We need Thy protection, for evil 
abounds; sin, in every shape, is rife; blasphemy 
meets our ears ; the careless and ungodly throng our 
streets, and our highways shew us fearful things. 
Thy Sabbaths are desecrated, Thine ordinances neg- 
lected, and high and low seem to try which can shew 
more indifference to Thee, O God. Oh, visit us not 
for these things in Thine anger; be not extreme to 
mark what is done amiss, but let Thy fatherly chas- 
tisments call us into the right way; restrain us by Thy 
Holy Spirit, and shew us our folly and ruin, ere it be 
too late ; ere the sentence go forth ; ere it be with us 
as with the godless cities of old, for we deserve 
nothing from Thee but wrath, and its dreadful conse- 
quences; nothing but immediate judgment, and sure 
ruin. Turn us, good Lord, and so shall we be 
turned ; increase the number of Thy faithful people ; 
multiply among us means of grace; draw us to them 
with contrite hearts, that we may confess our sins 
unto Thee with unfeigned lips, and find pardon, 
peace and deliverance. And let Thy dear Son, our 
Advocate, be our propitiation; give ear to us in the 
love Thou bearest unto Him, and teach us more and 
more of that love, for His sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 167 

EVENING. 

O GOD, who searchest the hearts of men ; who 
knowest the inward parts, and canst tell every thought 
long before it is conceived by ourselves, impress upon 
os this great and solemn truth, with its awful import- 
ance. Now, ere we leave Thy immediate presence, 
give to us such conviction of its certainty, that we 
may/ by Thy grace, be enabled for the time to come, 
to keep a stricter watch over ourselves ; to guard the 
door of our thoughts, lest any evil thing enter in and 
defile us. Teach us the solemn declaration which 
Thou hast made for our instruction, " the thought of 
foolishness is sin," and spare us in Thy mercy, for 
folly surrounds us, and we too often fall. We speak 
vain words ; we amuse ourselves with matters unfit 
for the redeemed of a dying Saviour ; we walk not 
as the adopted children of a holy God, but as mere 
creatures of time made to perish with the brutes. We 
seek the company of the rational, when God is not in 
all their thoughts, and yet we know that the time is 
not far distant in the which we must bend our heads, 
and bring down our high thoughts, and hear death, Thy 
messenger, calling us to judgment. Oh, grant to us, 
good Lord, that we may so pass the time of our so- 
journing here on earth; may so walk the walk of 
faith ; and be so blessed by Thy Holy Spirit, that in 
the hour of death we may rejoice ; may feel that our 
redemption draweth near; because we are in Thy 
hands ; and these things we ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and God. Amen. 



168 FRIDAY AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, most holy, Thou great and glorious 
God, look upon us ; Thou merciful Saviour, regard 
us, and let pity move Thee to compassion. We are 
very sinful; by nature, we long only for things which 
profit not, but which perish in the using. We find a 
law in our members warring against the law in our 
soul ; we are led astray continually and speak lies. 
We deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. And, 
if Thy grace prevent us ; if Thou dost put into our 
hearts good desires, we yet long for worldly posses- 
sions, we cleave to things of life, and we love 
mere vanities. Though vexation and disappointment 
follow too often on our pursuits, we yet pursue the 
same follies, and go on in the same unprofitable round, 
which has caused us but annoyance and dissatisfaction. 
We follow a device, because the world calls it plea- 
snre; and we give ourselves to business, because it has 
a seeming promise of gain ; and often after many fai- 
lures. Do Thou, good Lord, in mercy, help and deliver 
us. Send Thy Holy Spirit to strive with us yet more and 
more, that we may turn unto Thee with penitence, 
and prayer, for amendment, and grace. Enable us to 
seek Thee early, and late cleave unto Thee. And do 
Thou bless all our dear relatives and friends with 
Thy heavenly grace. Keep them as the apple of an 
eye ; lead them in Thy paths, and by the waters of 
comfort. And give us all such endurance that we may 
bear the trials of life, and come out more than con- 
querors through Him who died for us, Jesus Christ 
our Saviour and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 169 

EVENING. 

O LORD, Thou Judge of all, who keepest the 
law in Thine own hands, and execntest judgment ac- 
cording to its unerring precepts, stay us, we pray 
Thee, when we would presumptuously rush in before 
Thee, usurp Thy authority, and judge our brother. 
Make us to remember how we thereby bring ourselves 
into further judgment, and provoke Thy wrath and 
indignation against us. In mercy, pardon us that we 
have so often broken that law which says " Judge 
not," and set before us the holy example of our blessed 
Lord, who, as man, knew how to fulfil all righteous- 
ness, by obeying Thy law to the letter, and who took 
not judgment into His own hands, but left to Him,, 
who judge th righteously, the work of judgment. O 
God, we need much assistance to preserve us from the 
many temptations which spring from thenatural pride 
of our naughty and rebellious hearts ; we need Thine 
aid continually, and no power but Thine can stay us. 
Be merciful unto Thy creatures, who petition with the 
earnestness of helpless, lost beings, for the aid of Thy 
Holy Spirit to dwell in us, and to guide us into all 
truth. Oh, let the name of Thy dear Son plead for 
us ; let His merits prevail, that we may each of us 
find himself renewed as we rise from our knees by 
fresh grace ; that new hopes may have sprung in us> 
and that new desires may have been kindled, even to 
walk before Thee in all things in the land of the 
living, and to enjoy Thy favor, which is better than 
life, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



170 SATURDAY AFTER SIXTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, whose name is love, and who ever ex- 
ercisest Thyself in shewing love to all Thy creatures, 
instil into our hearts such love, that loving Thee 
above all things, we may seek to love our neighbor 
even as ourselves. O Lord, it is no easy matter to do 
this, and man cannot, of himself, accomplish it ; but 
Thy Spirit can work in him to will and to do of Thy 
good pleasure. Let Him be our Director and Guide, to 
subdue all our evil propensities and desires unto 
Himself, that we may shew ourselves to be Thy disci- 
ples by the love we shew towards each other. Make 
this love to abound more and more in acts of kindness 
and care, in works of charity, and words of truth. 
Make us so sensible of the wants of ail within our 
reach, that we may use our best endeavors to lessen 
or remove them; that we may carry the word of 
consolation, and give of our worldly goods, as the soul 
or body needs. Teach us to measure our gifts, not by 
our own inclinations, but by the necessities of others ; 
to apportion our goods to alleviate the distress of oui 
fellows, and not because we must give, to appear to 
men to give. Keep our tongues from every evil wor 
which may wound our neighbor, and open our moutl 
to speak of his good when we can tell it. And in s 
things, O Lord, be Thou our Ruler and Guide ; a' 
our blessed Lord, in His going about to do good, c 
Example, and the Holy Spirit our stay and Comfort 
now and for ever more, for Jesus Christ's ss 
Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY. 1 7 1 

EVENING. 

WHY art thou so disquieted, my soul, and why 
is my spirit not at rest. O Lord, enable us to ask this 
question of ourselves, as each night closes, if we feel 
that all is not peace within, if we cannot say, O Lord 
Jesus, come quickly. O Lord, Thou troublest not 
the spirits of men ; it is not of Thee that unrest cometh ; 
but sin, reigning in our mortal bodies, causes us dis- 
quiet, and we fear, lest destruction should come as a 
whirlwind. Yet with Thee is plenteous redemption ; 
from Thee spring joy and blessedness, and that peace 
which passeth all understanding. Enable us, good 
Lord, now to lay seriously to heart our state before 
Thee, for we are in Thy presence, and Thou canst 
read, yea, Thou knowest, every secret thought ; our 
indulged and hidden feelings are open to Thee, as if 
proclaimed to men. Oh, may we now, in full sincerity, 
ask, each one himself, — am I at peace with God, and 
is my God at peace with me ? Could I now lay down 
my head to die, secure of eternal life, through Christ 
my Lord ? — And, if a disquieted spirit gives no answer, 
oh, in mercy visit us, and strive by Thy Holy Spirit 
to bring us nearer to Thyself. Yea, Lord, shew us 
our Saviour as our only hope and confidence, a very 
present help in trouble ; so that, when sorrows arise, 
and distress comes, be it from within or without, we 
may, as we would now do, flee unto Thee in His name 
and plead His merits as our sufficiency, for He is our 
Lord and God, and we would magnify His mercy, and 
prove His love. Amen. 



172 SEPTUAGE8IMA SUNDAY. 

MORNING. 

MOST blessed and glorious God, the Lord of 
hosts ; Thou holy One before whom every knee on 
earth should bow and every heart be humbled, do 
Thou in mercy so influence us, by the aid of Thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may be willing and devout 
worshipers of Thee this day; that we may lay 
aside every excuse, every fancied pleasure, every 
worldly enjoyment, and go into Thine house with 
praise. May the day-spring from on high beam more 
fully upon us ere this day close, that our souls may 
be satisfied with Thy presence ; that we may realise 
more than we have hitherto done of Thy majesty, 
and so learn to fear Thee, lest we offend and die. 
May we enter the race, as if we would win the prize 
held before us, even the unfading crown of glory 
which the righteous Judge, our blessed Saviour, has 
purchased for us with his own blood, and which, if 
we but run earnestly, we know, Lord, that we must 
receive. This day, again we ask, if we have not run 
hitherto, give us a holy determination to commence ; 
untiring perseverance to continue, and power to win; 
we cannot run without Thine aid, and, with it, we are 
secure. For Jesu's sake, be gracious unto us ; look 
upon our weaknesses, behold our infirmity, consider 
our frailness, our inclination to evil rather than to 
good, and refresh us henceforth daily by renewed out- 
pourings of Thy Spirit, that we may each run in faith, 
and with diligence, and in the end have the already 
purchased prize. We ask in Christ's name, oh, hear 
and answer for His sake. Amen. 



SEPTUAGE&MA SUNDAY. 173 

EVENING. 

GOD, faithful and true, who hast called us to 
the fellowship of Thy dear Son, and hast promised to 
save all who come unto Thee by Him, we presume 
now to come ; we presume to plead His name, to rely 
on His merit, and to trust to His mediation. Vouch- 
safe to hear us, for His sake, and bless us, as another 
Sabbath-day declines. Oh, grant that the instruction 
which has this day been given, through the length 
and breadth of our land, may have been as pleasant 
food to thousands and tens of thousands, who have 
obeyed Thy call, and not forsaken the assembling of 
themselves together as the manner of some is. Do 
Thou make it instrumental to the breaking down of 
pride, prejudice, and error, to the dispersion of doubts, 
and heresies, and to the more close of union of the 
members of Thy visible church. Remove from us, 
Lord, our unhappy divisions; make us all to lay 
aside mere human distinctions, attachments to men, 
or forms, and to cleave only to Him who is able to 
make us wise unto salvation, even Christ the Lord. 
Let Thy ministers ever remember whose They are, 
and whom they ought to serve, and, in the knowledge 
of Thee, find that eternal life to which they may also 
lead the flocks entrusted to them. And may each 
member of their flocks ever receive with joy the word 
of exhortation, the warnings, the instruction given, 
and, proving all things, hold fast that which is good, 
even the truth as it is in Jesus, to whom with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



174 MONDAY* AFTER 

MORNING. 

O GOD, and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we, 
miserable sinners, come to ask Thy mercy, in pardon, 
peace and deliverance. We have sinned often and 
grievously ; we have offended against Thy most holy 
laws, doing those things we ought not to have done ; 
and leaving undone the things which we ought to have 
done ; we have spoken idle, unprofitable words often, 
and deliberately; and our thoughts have been indulged 
in vain wanderings, even when we have met, as now, 
in Thy dear Son's name, and have bowed the knee, as 
in homage, to Thy divine Majesty. Pardon us, we 
pray Thee, for these sins ; hear our confession, give 
us contrite hearts, accept our contrition, and for 
Christ's sake, remember our iniquity no more. O 
Lord, blot out our offences, which cry unto Thee for 
punishment. Establish us in Thy peace, that peace 
which passeth all understanding, and which is alone 
precious, and yet * a gift which we know not how to 
prize as we ought. Deliver us from the bondage of 
sin ; let it no longer reign in our mortal bodies ; but 
give to us the liberty of the gospel, Thy free Spirit 
and its consolations. Make our hearts to rejoice in 
Thy most holy name ; to boast that we are Thy chil- 
dren by adoption and grace, and to walk worthy of 
our vocation in Christ Jesus. Strengthen us that we 
be no longer children of this world, no longer bound 
by the chain of sin, but that we live as the redeemed 
of a blessed Lord, as the named of Him, as christians. 
And be gracious unto us, we beseech Thee, for His 
sake, now and ever. Amen. 



SEPTUAGE&MA SUNDAY. 175 

EVENING. 

O LORD, Thou hast taught us not to be sorry as 
men without hope ; not to grieve as if the evil might 
not pass away from us. Thou, O blessed Saviour, 
Thyself hast wept, and so sanctified sorrow; when 
distress comes, Thou hast, by Thine own example, 
thus instructed us, that we may weep, and lament, 
but that our sadness must be brief, for life is short, 
and our hopes are not bound to earth. Oh, give us then 
the spirit and power ever to remember, that we are 
Thy redeemed, Thy chosen, and in this blessed truth 
to rejoice, though darkness surround our dwelling, 
and gloom fall upon us. Be Thou the morning star, 
bright though earth send up her exhalations, and on 
that star, O Saviour, teach us to fix our eyes, as on a 
cheering light, which shall shine when the mists have 
passed away, not only undimmed but in appearance 
more bright because dimness had met the eye before. 
O Lord, we much need Thine aid ; we require Thine 
assistance ; the things of time and sense lay violent 
hold upon us; we love, and cherish them, and can 
lament more over a departed creature which, in our 
fancy, we have cherished, than in the recollection that 
Thou, Jehovah Jesus, hast bled and died for us. 
Pardon us for our sin, our crying sin against Thee ; 
give us hearts to feel and own Thy love, and upraised 
hands to ask Thy interceding power with God, that 
we may turn from the error of our way, and in Thy 
mercy find pardon, peace and deliverance. Amen. 



176 TUESDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

PARDON, O good Lord, and forgiveness, are 
Thy blessed attributes ; Thou lovest to exercise 
mercy more than justice; Thou wouldest not that 
any should perish, but that all should come unto 
Thee and be saved. And He, our great example, 
even Jesus, the Saviour of mankind, walked in the 
same spirit, being ready to forgive, and seeking 
offence from none. He too commanded us in prayer 
to ask only forgiveness from Thee as we forgive 
others. Bring, O Lord, to our minds, and hearts, 
and consciences the great need we have of forgiveness 
from Thee ; how often we have offended Thee in 
thought, word, and deed; how often in our actions 
denied the Lord who bought us ; how often done despite 
to the Spirit of grace, by resisting His holy motions, 
and refusing to obey His persuading influence. And 
dare we come for pardon, and not have forgiven all 
who have offended against us ! Lord, open our eyes, 
that we may read our hearts aright, and see if our 
forgiveness of those who have offended us be sincere, 
or if any be yet unforgiven, and this day lead us in 
the spirit of Him who spake as never man spake, to 
forgive, though it be our bitterest enemy, and to pray 
to Thee to turn his heart, lest ruin follow on his 
iniquity. And implant in our hearts such a love of 
Thee, that Thy love may influence all our dealings 
with our fellow-men, and that so peace may prevail 
and love abound, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen, 



SEPTUAGEBBIA SUNDAY. 177 

EVENING. 

O LORD, the hope of all who trust in Thee; 
their refuge, and strength; we would now seek to 
Thee in all godly sincerity, that our faith heing esta- 
blished on the Rock of ages, we may rejoice in the 
sure and certain hope of salvation and eternal rest. 
We have often cried unto Thee, and Thou hast not 
heard, because our sins have stood in the way ; our 
short-comings have left us far from Thee, and our 
iniquities have been as a thick cloud, so that we 
could not see the light of Thy countenance. O Lord, 
hear us, for Jesus Christ's sake ; let the remembrance 
of His death plead for us, the unforgotten anguish of 
His soul, call unto Thee on our behalf; let His atone- 
ment reconcile Thine offended Majesty to us, and seal 
us Thine henceforth by the Spirit. Yea, Lord, strive 
with us yet a little while; prolong Thy patience; 
forbear to punish, and be Thou our strong habitation, 
whereunto we may continually resort. When trials 
surround, when temptations arise, and pleasure lures, 
then, let the light of Thy countenance beam more 
brightly upon us, that we may seek Thy protection, 
and, knowing whom we have to flee unto, may come 
with holy confidence to our merciful God, pleading 
Thy dear Son's name, and confessing our sins, and so 
find rest for our weary souls. Oh, take us to the 
bosom of Thy mercy; receive us into the arms of Thy 
love ; watch over us, keep, and guide us, and, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, bless us in our prayer. Amen. 

N 



1 78 WEDNESDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O ETERNAL God, Maker and Governor of the 
universe, we, Thine unworthy servants, again come 
before Thee to seek Thy blessing on another day. 
Thou hast mercifully prolonged our lives, and given 
us a fresh opportunity for the exercises of the christian 
graces and virtues; Thou hast, in great love, cherished 
and nourished us with the consolations of Thy Spirit, 
and the wholesome food of Thy word. Thou hast 
placed us in a land where the pure light of Thy gos- 
pel shineth; where the truth as it is in Jesus, is 
faithfully and earnestly preached ; where Thy sacra- 
ments are administered; and the means of grace 
abound. Thou hast surrounded us by Thy handiwork ; 
Thy providence speaks to us in all created things; 
and Thy power is seen in the workings of Thy will, 
which ordereth and it is done. And shall we not 
praise Thee, for such mercies; shall we be silent, 
when we should utter forth thanksgivings. Oh, open 
Thou our lips, and we shall speak Thy praise ; give 
us the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, and we shall 
tell of Thy wonders day by day, and proclaim Thy 
goodness early in the morning. But above all, enable 
us to profit by these exhibitions of Thy fatherly care 
and goodness ; make us to use them as we ought, and 
to find in them all that Thou wouldest have them work 
for us, and so glorify Thy Holy name, and evermore 
rejoice through Christ our Saviour, in whose name 
we ask, and further in whose words we pray unto 
Thee:— Our Father 
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EVENING. 

LORD God, holy and good, look upon us; in 
mercy hear and answer our prayer, for our need is great, 
and our power small ; we require much, and can do 
nothing, but by Thy preventing grace. Still, Lord, 
we know that it is never denied to the humble and 
sincere penitent ; for Thou givest in abundance ; Thy 
bounty exceeds even our desires. We have sought 
Thee, but with carelessness, as a matter of course, as 
a daily duty; yet Thou hast protected us, so that we 
have been safe in the midst of danger, and secure, 
when storms came around us. Waken us to a more 
abiding sense of our necessities ; yea, Lord, implant 
in us a more holy desire to be Thine in all things. 
Enable us to walk as creatures born for heaven, not 
as the children of time ; make us to remember that 
we are but strangers and pilgrims here, journeying 
to a better country. Teach us to set our affections 
on things above, and not on things on the earth ; and, 
as our days pass, and we approach nearer to the grave, 
daily make us more careful in all our sayings and 
doings ; hourly more watchful, that we offend not in 
either word or deed. Thy grace can accomplish this 
for us, and Jesus is our Intercessor. He has died, 
that we might live; and He has given us an example 
how to live, that we may not die. Strengthen us, to 
follow that example in all things, and in mercy, Lord, 
hear us, for His sake, and give us such things as 
shall be convenient for us, now, and to our lives' end. 
Amen. 



180 THURSDAY AFTER 



MORNING. 



O LORD, Thou great Disposer of all things; 
Thou who makest rich, and hringest to poverty ; who 
raisest up, and, at Thy good pleasure, puttest down ; 
mercifully teach us to whom we owe every good we 
possess, and to give the glory to Thee, the great 
Giver. Enable us to see Thine hand in every change 
of circumstance, which befalls us ; whether it be the 
grant of our petitions, or the denial of our requests ; 
the unsought bounty of Thy Providence in vouch- 
safing the good things of time ; or Thy restraining 
will, which forbids us to acquire more than we pos- 
sess, or takes from us of our earthly treasures. 
Endue us with that lively, and sure, and saving faith, 
which alone, and only which, can subdue us to such a 
holy frame of mind, to such a heavenly disposition. 
Increase it in us more and more day by day ; make 
it to be seen in all our doings, that they may be known 
as pleasant in Thy sight, and that Thy glory may be 
magnified in and by us. Strengthen every good 
resolution which we may be enabled to make ; let us 
not waver in it because the world frowns, or man 
refuses to approve ; but let us walk before Thee in 
the land of the living, having our hearts set on Thee, 
our eyes fixed on Thy law, and our minds stayed on 
Thy promises. And so keep us in all our goings, so 
prevent and follow us in all our doings with Thy 
most gracious favor, and ever ready help, that, 
passing through things temporal, we finally lose not 
the things which are eternal Grant this for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 
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EVENING. 

O LORD God, Thou Governor of the Universe ; 
Thou, who orderest all things, and hast the hearts of 
men in Thy hands, mercifully look upon this nation 
and people. We are a sinful people, O God; we 
have loved wickedness, and given ourselves to ini- 
quity; we have preferred human to divine wisdom; 
the statute hook of men, to the declarations of Thy 
law. Pardon us, good Lord, and protect and guide 
us for the time to come. Look upon us, in all our 
various relations, with Thy pity and love. Bless the 
Queen with every Messing. Let her heart he stayed 
on Thee ; shew her the folly of trusting to any but 
Thee, and give her grace and strength to seek Thy 
favour and direction, and to walk and rule thereby 
all the days of her life. Give health and prosperity 
to her consort and offspring ; and grant that her 
children may be brought up in the nurture and 
admonition of Thee ; with that wisdom which is 
from above, and which will make them wise unto 
salvation. "May they be examples of good, patterns 
of holiness, and so adorn the doctrine of God their 
Saviour in all things, Yea, Lord, preserve them, by 
Thy great power from the snares with which they will 
be surrounded : from the temptations which will 
throng their paths, that they may walk before Thee, 
in the land of the living ; that they may taste that 
Thou art very gracious ; and, having passed the time 
of their sojourning here on earth in Thy faith and 
fear, may attain eternal felicity in Thy kingdom, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our Lord. Amen. 



182 FRIDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O GRACIOUS God, let Thy mercy lighten upon 
ns, and help as, for vain is the help of man. We 
form schemes ; we give ourselves to high inventions ; 
we draw out plans, and we imagine that we shall pros- 
per, but our endeavors fail, and our labor is lost and 
profitless, because we have not sought Thine aid, we 
have not asked Thy blessing. Yet, we would now 
ask ; oh, regard us with Thy favor, and let our Sa- 
viour's merits plead for us. We need Thy assistance, 
to guide our rulers, and to direct their counsels. 
Give to those who are set over us to govern, wisdom 
and discretion, patience and perseverance, that their 
time and talents may be yielded to the furtherance of 
Thy people's good, and Thine honor. Make them to 
remember that they are Thy stewards, appointed 
by Thee to promote Thy glory, and to seek the wel- 
fare of Thy church, as well as of the State. Shew 
them the folly of endeavouring to govern without 
reference to Thee, since though they may plan, Thou 
canst frustrate ; though they may devise, Thou canst 
hinder, for Thou bringest confusion, as- well as grantest 
success. Lord, teach them; subdue in them every 
high thought, and whatsoever may hinder them from 
seeking Thee to enlighten and direct, in all their 
consultations, in all their devices, and plans. And 
bless us with prosperity ; give us, as a nation, amity at 
home, and peace abroad; and keep us under the shadow 
of Thy wings now and ever, for the sake of Thy dear 
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 1 83 

EVENING. 

TO Thee, O Lord, belong mercies and forgive- 
nesses, though we have rebelled against Thee, though 
we have not obeyed Thy voice, to walk in Thy ways 
all the days of our life. Yea, gracious Lord, it is of 
Thee, that we are in health of body, and have peace 
of mind ; from Thee have sprung all the sources of 
enjoyment which the world affords ; Thy hand has pros- 
pered us in our doings, and if we have not slipt in 
our onward course, it is because Thine arm upheld us, 
and Thou wert our Father as well as our God. Shorten 
not that arm, we beseech Thee ; close not Thine eye 
we pray Thee; and, oh, let not Thy fatherly care be 
withdrawn from us, lest we stray from Thee ; lest our 
feet run into evil paths, and our hearts delight in 
wickedness; lest we seek the world rather than Thee, 
our own pleasure rather than Thy service. And make 
us so fully, and so entirely to apprehend Thy love, 
shewn forth in the sacrifice of Thy dear Son for our 
redemption, that our hearts may be touched with feel- 
ings of holy gratitude, and that we may see more 
clearly the sinfulness of sin, the utter helplessness of 
man to save himself, and so flee unto the refuge for 
dying souls, the Rock of salvation, as our only hope 
and confidence, and find Him a very present help in 
trouble. Oh, let Thy Holy Spirit enlighten our un- 
derstandings, and direct our feet, that we may tread 
our onward path to that Rock in safety, and find Him 
to be our peace, for His sake, our Saviour, and Re- 
deemer, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



184 SATURDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O THOU God of all grace, to Thee we now come 
for grace and strength ; help us, we beseech Thee, to 
pray in sincerity and truth ; to lay aside every thought 
but of Thee and the petitions we would now offer, and 
accept our prayer, for Jesus Christ's sake. Be gracious 
unto us as a household; endue us with that wisdom 
which is from above, that we may use our time as not 
our own, and so be prepared at the last to render an 
account of our stewardship, when we shall be no longer 
stewards. Give us heavenly dispositions, in confor- 
mity with our Saviour's life ; that we may be meek 
and lowly, kind and forgiving, patient and faithful. 
Teach us that forbearance which suffereth long, and is 
Thy gift; that desire for other's good, which is the 
christian's mark ; that obedience which shews we are 
Christ's disciples indeed, and love Him. Break down 
within us all pride, and vanity, man's besetting sins ; 
all hardness of heart, and contempt of Thy word; 
make it to be our rule in whatsoever we do, that we 
may read therein with diligence, and walk in accord- 
ance thereto with patience and perseverance. That 
we may strive with each other for spiritual blessings, 
and quell all strife beside ; seeking that peace which 
is of Thee, and which Thy Holy Spirit only can im- 
part ; and thus have our reward, Thy favor in this 
world, and Thine eternal joy in the world to come, 
even a habitation with our Saviour Christ the Lord, 
to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 
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EVENING. 



O LORD, accept our evening sacrifice, behold us 
in this our solemn meeting, for the love of Thy 
dear Son. Let His atonement appease Thy justly 
awakened wrath, and spare us a little while, that we 
may recover our spiritual strength, ere we go hence 
and be no more seen. Shouldest Thou be extreme to 
mark what we have done amiss; shouldest Thou 
weigh us by our own merits and deservings ; shouldest 
Thou regard us, except through the medium of a 
Saviour, which of us could stand before Thee. There 
is no man on earth that doeth good and sinneth not ; 
there is none righteous, no not one; O Lord, we do 
not presume to come trusting in our righteousness, 
but in Thy manifold and great mercies, for Thou 
wouldest not that any should perish. Weak and sinful 
as the worst of us is, yet, for that one, Christ died as 
well as for the best and holiest of men, who can be 
holy only as he trusts in Christ. Oh, awaken in each 
of us a personal interest in that Christ ; may He be 
our anointed Prophet, to teach us the way to Thee ; 
our Priest to make our peace with Thee, and our 
King to reign in our hearts, by love, and to make us 
Thy faithful subjects to our lives' end. And may we 
seek Thee more closely now, ere another Sabbath 
dawns upon us that we may awake in the morning 
with the preparation of a right heart to seek Thee in 
Thine own house. May we turn unto Thee, when we 
retire hence, to the silence of our own chambers, and 
there find Thee our comfort and joy, for the love of 
Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



186 SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 



MORNING. 



O EVERLASTING God, we hail this day's re- 
turn with joy and thankfulness, for we can go into 
Thy courts to taste of Thy mercy, to experience 
Thy truth, to hear Thy word, to participate with Thy 
worshiping people in the means of grace, and to find 
that Thou art the Author of peace ; a peace which 
passeth all understanding. O Lord, the world knoweth 
it not, neither any that be of the world, for it is spiri- 
tual and not carnal; it belongeth not to the flesh, 
whose good things perish with the using, but to the 
spirit, whose gifts increase with use, and grow the 
more we enjoy them. Endue us with an earnest desire 
to possess the hallowed gift, and lead our feet this 
day and ever to the place where it may be found, shew 
us the loveliness of Thy earthly dwelling-place ; of 
the spot where Thou lovest to record Thy name, and 
to meet Thy praying people. And take away from us 
all delusions, which are sin. Make us to know that 
only a strict obedience to Thy law can save us from 
evil; that we cannot worship Thee apart from the 
assembly of Thy people, when we might be there, did 
our unruly wills not keep us away. Suffer us not to 
persuade ourselves, that we may innocently forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together, because we can 
read and pray at home, and talk of Thee in private. 
But sanctify us, body, soul, and spirit for this day's 
worship and service, that our petitions may be heard 
and answered; that our thanksgivings may be ac- 
cepted, and that we may bring home a blessing, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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EVENING. 

GOD eternal, O Lord most mighty, Thou 
only God, to Thee we come, asking Thy continued 
mercies, and beseeching Thee still to vouchsafe Thy 
favor to us. Weak, we are soon weary of Thy service, 
and the best we can offer unto Thee is tainted with sin. 
Even our short prayers are scarcely said without a wan- 
dering thought. But Thou art not extreme to mark what 
is done amiss; still, as Thou wilt punish sin, and in no 
wise overlook it, keep us from presumptuously utter- 
ing to Thee words, which want the heart's expression 
to make them acceptable unto Thee. Set a watch over 
our lips, that nothing but the heart's out-pourings 
proceed thence. Whom have we in heaven but Thee; 
on whom can we call but on Thee, with any hope of 
deliverance ; and on earth whom can we find to com- 
pare with Thee. To Thee then do we cry for aid, for 
help, since vain is the help of man, and Thou wilt be 
gracious unto us ; Thou wilt be the strength of our 
heart, and our portion for ever. Give us, gracious 
Lord, strength ; endue us with the will to draw near 
to Thee, to put our trust in Thee, to cleave to Thee, 
to serve Thee faithfully, continuously, and to declare 
all Thy works, the wonders that Thou doest for the 
children of men. So shall we prosper ; so shall Thy 
favor cover us as a shield, and Thy love be our ever 
abundant portion both here and hereafter ; so shall 
we have joy and peace, yea peace in believing, since 
our faith will be in Thee, the God of peace. Grant 
this for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 



188 MONDAY AFTER 



MORNING. 



O LORD, our God, we are met together in Thy 
dear Son's name, and for His sake we would praise Thy 
mercy, and acknowledge Thy love, that Thou hast 
brought us in health and safety to the beginning of 
another week of duty and service; for the Sabbath, 
its opening day, is ended, and we are again called to 
labor in our several vocations. Oh, that the solemn 
dedication of ourselves which we had yesterday an 
opportunity to make, may have been perfect; that 
our prayers in the great congregation may have been 
sincere, and our petitions heard by Thine ear. Oh, 
that we may not have deceived ourselves, but have 
sought Thee, in Thine own ordinances, in sincerity 
and with affection. But, Lord, however warm our 
hearts were, however interested we felt whilst in Thy 
presence, yet our minds did wander ; we did forget at 
times where we were, and we offered but lip service, 
vain oblations. Pardon us for our iniquity, and take 
not Thy Holy Spirit from us ; but let His influence 
be the greater, the more we need. May He accom- 
pany us hence to our various duties ; may he keep us 
in mind of our covenant God, whilst we are engaged 
in them, and do Thou carry us in safety through 
every trial, and temptation ; do Thou preserve us in 
every danger, and for His sake, help us as we move 
onward, that we may never be faint nor weary, 
knowing whom we have to serve, even One who is 
perfect love, and who would not that any should perish, 
but that all should be saved. Oh, give us that salva- 
tion, and bless us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
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EVENING. 



ALMIGHTY Lord, Thy mercy is great, and 
Thy love is over all Thy creatures. Thine arm is 
ever ready to save, and Thy Holy Spirit to comfort 
those who flee unto Thee for safety and for succour ; 
Lord, receive us, as we come ; give us an abiding 
confidence in Thee, and preserve us, body, soul, and 
spirit, for Jesus Christ's sake. Purify us from all 
pollution ; take away from us the love of evil ; give 
us a saving knowledge of Thee, and the way of 
salvation ; lead our feet into the paths of holiness, 
and keep us from presumptuous sins. Set a watch 
over our lips, that we offend not ; that we speak no 
idle words, which shall be brought into judgment 
against us. Tea, Lord, especially help us, that our 
tongue speak no evil, no mischief; that we be ever 
watchful over the unruly member, which is so apt to 
offend : that it speak no hasty words, nor give utter- 
ance to angry expressions, but rather that it tell of 
Thy mercy and goodness, that it speak of Thy love 
and truth : that it proclaim Thee as the only true 
God, who wilt not pardon the guilty even in word, 
unless they repent and turn unto Thee. And, because 
we have often sinned by idle words, accept our hearty 
repentance; give us a godly sorrow, with strength 
that we may amend for the time to come, and Thy Spirit's 
aid now and ever. So may we be enabled to walk as 
Christ walked, reviling not again, nor speaking guile; 
but for railing, blessing, for His sake our God and 
Lord. Amen. 



190 TUESDAY AFTER 



MORNING. 



O LORD, our Saviour, our very God; Thou Holy 
One, eternal and true, be with us, as we supplicate 
Thee to plead on our behalf with Thy Father. We 
know that He is very merciful, patient, and forbear- 
ing ; we know His love is great, and extends to all 
His creatures ; yet we have no claim in ourselves for 
the least favor ; we can demand nothing of ourselves, 
though He has promised to give us all things. But, 
with Thy name, our prayer must be heard ; and, for 
Thy sake, we know that our petitions, if we ask aright, 
will be answered. Still, blessed Saviour, how can 
we ask Thee to plead for us ; how can we claim Thy 
favor, Thy protection, Thy assistance. Thou art our 
Redeemer, our Intercessor, our Friend, and in those 
holy, precious, names we find a surety that Thou wilt 
not refuse, even on our behalf, to execute Thine office. 
. For, though we are sinners, and continually come 
short of our known duty, Thou wast tempted like as 
we are ; Thou hast appeared in man's fleshly nature, 
and, as man, hast learned all that Thy creature man 
has to endure here. Thou canst pity when Satan 
buffets him, because the evil One tried Thy faith, and 
attacked Thy suffering human frame; Thou canst 
feel for him, when sorrows arise, because Thou didst 
weep and grieve; and, gracious Lord, Thou canst 
understand our every want and wish, because in life 
Thy course was one of want, and here Thou hadst Thy 
wishes also. Oh, that Thy chief wish may be accom- 
plished in each of us, that we may be saved, since 
Thou didst die to secure it, blessed Saviour. Amen. 
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EVENING. 



O LORD, hear our cry, and let Thine ears he at- 
tentive to the voice of our supplications. If Thou 
shouldest mark iniquity, O Lord, who shall stand. 
But there is forgiveness with Thee, therefore, we 
come into Thy presence with prayer, we offer our pe- 
titions unto Thee. Therefore, we make known our 
wants, and ask of Thee pardon, relief, and deliverance. 
But, Lord, we cannot read our own hearts ; we know 
them not as we ought ; we find them, indeed, deceit- 
ful, and they are ever leaning unto evil. They would 
flatter us that, because we he not so wicked as some 
of our neighbors, all is right ; they whisper to us, 
peace, peace, when there is no peace ; for we are all 
the while sinners, and Thou, our God hast said " there 
is no peace for the wicked." Oh teach us then to 
wait on Thee, as one who expecteth the morning watch ; 
make us to look for Thee as they who seek great trea- 
sure ; to cleave to Thee as the anchor of our hope, our 
exceeding precious trust, our sustaining and comfort- 
ing Redeemer, for with Thee there is mercy and 
plenteous redemption ; from Thee is salvation ; and 
without Thee but sorrow, and anguish, and dismay. 
Time is short, the hours pass swiftly away, year fol- 
lows year, and we forget now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation. Let Thy Holy Spirit 
teach us this truth, so write it on our hearts, that no 
pleasure of time or sense can blot it out, but that we 
may walk in its remembrance, and be secure through 
Christ, in whose all-prevailing name we beseech Thee 
to hear us in all our prayers. Amen. 



192 WEDNESDAY AFTEtt 

MORNING. 

O LORD, who is like unto Thee, or whom shall 
we seek but Thee. There is none upon earth to 
deliver, none we know to save, us. Our own strength 
is weakness, and man cannot give the power; but 
Thou, Lord, art mighty, Thy power is over all Thy 
works. Thou hast created, and Thou dost govern 
them ; for Thy good pleasure were they made, and to 
Thy glory should they work. But, Lord, we have 
erred and strayed from Thy ways, like lost sheep ; 
we have forgotten Thee, and Thy mercies ; we have 
walked, as if salvation were our own doing, and as if 
we had nothing to fear. Pardon us, we beseech Thee, 
and for Jesus Christ's sake be merciful unto us; 
deliver us in the hour of trial, and, when temptation 
comes, stretch forth the secure shelter of Thine arm, 
to save us. Enable us to flee to Thee as our only 
sure refuge, and give us that holy confidence, that 
lively faith, that abounding hope, which shall dispel 
every doubt and misgiving, and establish us as upon 
a rock. Order our goings that they slip not. Yea, 
Lord, so bless each one of us ; and may our prayers 
be heard, not only on behalf of ourselves but of 
others ; may all near and dear to us receive a benefit 
and a blessing from them, may Thy grace follow them; 
and may all for whom we now or ever pray, find Thee 
their ever present help in trouble; their exceeding 
great reward, and joy, and comfort. Oh, grant 
this, we beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake our 
Saviour and God. Amen. 
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EVENING. 

BE merciful, Lord, unto us, and hear us; look 
upon us and help us, for our trust is in Thee. We 
would seek Thee in all our trials; we would come 
to Thee in all our troubles; for Thou art a God of 
mercy; Thou delightest not to punish, but, even in 
Thy wrath, rememberest mercy, and hast compassion 
on Thy rebellious creatures. Thou readest the hearts 
of men, and knowest all our wants ; Thou canst tell 
our necessities better than they are known to our- 
selves ; do Thou, then, in love and pity, supply those 
wants and remove those necessities, and especially give 
to us the graces of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
walk worthy our vocation in Christ Jesus, and adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. We 
are not sufficiently careful and anxious to do this ; 
we look more to our bodily health ; we think more of 
wordly suffering than of the soul's condition ; and of 
its danger. Arouse us, Lord, from such torpor; open 
our understandings to read Thy law more carefully, 
and enable us to lay its holy precepts to heart; 
to study them with diligence, with attention, but, 
above all, with fervent prayer. And, oh, keep 
this household ever in strict obedience to them all ; 
that we may live in unity and godly love, that we 
may have the wisdom which springs from a whole- 
some fear of Thee, that we may taste and see 
that Thou, Lord, art gracious, and so rejoice ever 
in Thy holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 
o 



194 THURSDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O LORD, who is like unto Thee, who only doest 
wondrous things ; who can work as Thou workest, or 
who can give as Thine hands scatters. In vain do we 
seek from men or from the world, the things we would 
have; in vain do we tax our strength, and put forth 
our energies ; in vain study the philosophy of this 
world, and its science, unless Thou, O God, give the 
word, and favor us with Thy blessing. Yet, Lord, 
we too often, nay, continually, act in entire indepen- 
dence of Thee ; we go about our business as if our 
skill would secure prosperity ; as if our own attention 
would bring success. As the waters rise and flow 
only at Thy bidding, and no man can stay them, so 
rises or sinks the fortune or the health of every 
creature of Thy hand. No wish can preserve or pro- 
cure health ; no desire can give us strength or pros- 
perity. We are altogether in Thy power, as we were 
formed by Thee at first. Oh, let this solemn truth 
warn us where to seek for the things we would have J 
and let Thy loving mercies tempt us to come unto 
Thee for them, that, by faith in a Redeemer's power, 
we may be more than conquerors over the world, 
its sins and follies ; that we may walk in safety amid 
the trials which await us on every hand; that we may 
ride secure over the sorrows and distresses of 
life, and rest on the tender bosom of undying love, 
even on Thine God, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost 
be honor and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 195 

EVENING. 

O LORD, most holy, O everlasting God, receive 
tis as we come unto Thee, not pleading our own merits 
but in the name of our blessed Redeemer, and seeking 
His intercession. We wonld offer unto Thee our 
hearty thanksgivings for Thy mercies of this day ; 
that its hours have not brought to us any evil ; that 
we have escaped during them all sorrow and sick- 
ness, and that we are again permitted to meet for the 
worship of Thee. Make this new mercy another 
means of grace, that, in remembrance of it we may 
seek Thee more earnestly, and cleave to Thee more 
entirely ; that we may rejoice in Thy holy name, and 
tell what things Thou hast done for us. Tea, Lord, 
open our mouths , that we may tell of Thy wonders 
day by day, that we may proclaim Thy power and 
excellence, and be more ready to speak of Thee 
among our fellows than of the pleasures of life, the 
things of time, be they ever so profitable or delightful. 
Yea, Lord, so turn our hearts to Thee, and so implant 
therein the seeds of Thy truth, that our lips may ever 
be engaged in Thy service, in declaring Thy power and 
majesty. And keep us this night under the shadow of 
Thy wings, that no evil come nigh to hurt us. Refresh 
us with quiet sleep, and give such rest to both body 
and mind, that we may be more fitted on the morrow 
for the work which we may have to do, that we may do 
all to Thy glory and in the name of the Lord, Jesus 
Christ, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be 
all honor and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



196 FRIDAY AFTER 



MORNING. 



MOST gracious Lord and Father, who hast mercy 
on all men, and hatest nothing that Thou hast made, 
give us such a sense of that mercy that we may come 
onto Thee as children to a loving father, to seek com- 
fort, and joy, and peace. Shew Thyself to us in this 
Thy rich attribute ; enable us to apprehend it in its 
fulness, by knowing our own hearts, their fearful de- 
pravity, their total alienation from Thee by nature, 
and their ever proneness to evil, and then by looking 
to the sacrifice made' for our redemption, even that of 
Thine only Son, of Thy beloved. O Lord, aid us, by 
Thy Holy Spirit to do this, and so to come to Thee, 
for we cannot come of ourselves; our strength is only 
weakness, our best endeavors are but sin, unless the 
love of Thee impel us, and we seek Thine aid to draw 
us. Draw us, now, we beseech Thee; and subdue 
within us all pride, obstinacy, and hardness of heart ; 
convince us of the impossibility that we can be saved, 
unless we be filled by the Spirit, or that we can be so 
filled, unless we be emptied of self; unless we forget, 
as it were, ourselves, and every thing which the world 
may admire, or approve. Oh, destroy that attach- 
ment to the world which keeps us back from Thee; 
that desire for its applause which interferes with our 
duty to Thee, that love of its pleasures, and profits 
which enslave the mind, and draw us away from Thy 
law, and hinder our obedience to Thy command- 
ments, so shall we find Thee to be our Father and we 
Thy children, for Jesus Christ's sake, our Saviour 
and God. Amen. 



8EXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 197 

EVENING. 



O LORD, God, who is like unto Thee, Thou art 
very God, our Maker and Preserver, and we would 
hless Thy holy name for all Thy mercies vouchsafed 
to us from time to time. Enable us, we beseech Thee, 
to recall them, that our hearts may be stirred to holy 
gratitude, and heavenly love; that we may be led 
to see more clearly, and to understand more fully how 
much Thou hast done for us; and how great and 
glorious is Thy name. Oh, that our naughty and 
rebellious hearts could be led to acknowledge as they 
ought Thy name as that of our best and only real friend; 
oh, that we could be led to see Thee in all Thy attri- 
butes, working for us, that we may be saved ; oh, that we 
could now have pictured to us all the agonies of Him 
who died on the cross, to redeem us from the power 
of Satan, and to establish for us a sure footing in the 
kingdom of grace. Let Thy Holy Spirit enlighten 
our dark minds, and work this work for us. Let Him 
descend into our hard hearts now, and shew us a Saviour 
pleading, waiting, at Thy right hand, that we may be 
saved. Let Thy grace henceforth accompany us in 
ail our goings, and put Thy praises in our mouth. 
Make us to praise Thee for all Thy glorious works on 
our behalf, from the first day of our lives until now, 
that we may be prepared, when our summons come, 
to enter into that scene of praise, where Thy redeemed 
praise Thee for ever and ever, for redeeming love, in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, Lord and God. Amen. 



198 SATURDAY AFTEB 

MORNING. 

O LORD; Thou art our Lord; our very God. 
Send us Thy Holy Spirit to direct us, then early will 
we Heek Thee, will flee unto Thee : and then will we 
come into Thy presence with joy, and gladness of heart ; 
then will we rejoice in Thy holy name with love un- 
feigned. We will tell of Thy wonders day by day ; yea, 
we will proclaim them with the voice of thanksgiving. 
Thou hast dealt very graciously with us ; Thy 
mercies are new every morning, and every day 
reveals to us fresh proofs of Thy love and goodness. 
O Lord, receive us, and give us, indeed, the spirit of 
joy and praise ; make our gratitude to be more than 
an early mist, dispelled by the first sun-gleam of 
pleasure which crosses our path ; give to it a lasting 
power, that it may influence our future lives, and be 
seen in all our actions ; that men may know us to be 
Thy chosen people, zealous of good works. Oh, 
enable us, good Lord, so to walk, and so to work, 
that we may neither be ashamed of, nor negligent in, 
our calling ; that we may labor the more earnestly, 
the quicker time passes away, seeing that our days 
flee as a shadow, that we are cut down as grass, 
which knoweth not its time, and may soon be without 
the opportunity to rejoice in Thee. Oh, impress upon 
us so solemn so vast a truth, that it may be blessed 
to us. Spare us, good Lord, as Thy redeemed, spare 
us ; ere we go hence, bless us with Thy blessing of 
peace, and strengthen us by Thy good Spirit, now 
and ever, for Jesus Christ's sake, our Redeemer and 
God. Amen. 



PEXAQESIMA SUNDAY. 199 

ETCHING. 

MOST merciful Lord God, we again approach 
Thee ; we come, at the close of another week, into 
Thy presence with the voice of praise, and the 
language of prayer. Ob, make us sincere in our 
expressions, and grant that wandering thoughts be not 
the sin which shall hinder the acceptance by Thee of 
our evening sacrifice, but let our hearts respond to 
the utterance of our lips, and our praise be sincere. 
We are on the eve of another Sabbath ; another day 
of holy rest seems to be before us, and, should Thy 
mercy spare us through this night, we shall be once 
more called to the congregation of Thy people. 
Enable us as the still hours of darkness pass by, to 
lie in quiet repose; give to us refreshing sleep; 
let no danger come nigh to disturb us ; but be Thou 
our Guardian and Protector, that we may rise with 
the dawn of day, prepared and anxious to do Thy 
work, and to go into Thy courts, as a blessed 
privilege and means of grace. Oh, grant that we 
delude not ourselves by performing our day's work 
as a hard or meritorious duty ; as an end ; but that 
we regard it as a means only, as a meal, from the 
partaking of which we derive strength and nourish- 
ment Grant that we be not as the hypocrites, 
performing our devotions to be seen of men ; going 
into Thine house for credit's sake, or from mere 
custom, but let our hearts be singly and simply on 
Thee. And keep us to those solemn hours of worship 
in peace of body and mind, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



200 QUINQAGESIMA SUNDAY. 

MORNING. 

O ETERNAL God, who hast bound upon Thy 
creatures laws, and hast given to them ordinances, 
whereby to prove themselves to be Thy willing 
and obedient disciples, we humbly beseech Thee to 
open our eyes so to read Thy law, that we may know 
its requirements ; and do Thou also give us grace, 
and strength, that we may obey and observe them all 
the days of our life. Endue us with all the christian 
graces and virtues, that we may be temperate, patient, 
charitable, meek, forgiving; that we may, above all 
things, exercise Thy most excellent gift of charity, 
that it may be manifest in us every day, and in ail 
our doings. Make us to understand its character, 
and to practise it in the faith and fear of Thee. May 
we ever remember how Thy holy apostle has taught 
us that, though we bestow all our goods to feed the 
poor, and have not charity, it profiteth us nothing. 
And, oh, so impress the awful lesson upon our hearts 
and minds, that we may ever have in view, as our 
example, the life and doings of our Saviour Christ, 
who shewed forth its power and excellence in every 
action of His life, in every word He spoke; whose 
whole career was an illustration of His great name, 
Love. And as He would have us to walk in His steps, 
that passing through this transitory life, we might 
reach that rest where He is, even the end of the 
Christian's walk, the eternal mansion of our God, 
oh, enable us to do this, and keep us by Thy graoe 
and Holy Spirit to the end, for the sake of Thy dear 
Son, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 



QUINQAGK8IMA 0U9DAY. 201 



EVENING. 



O ALMIGHTY Lord, Thou Physician of wounded 
souls, of all who trust in Thee, and without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy; give us such abid- 
ing faith in Thee, and such a sense of our necessities, 
that, when afflictions come, when we feel oppressed 
under suffering, or tried by temptations, we may flee 
to Thee for help, and call upon Thee to deliver us. 
We, alas, too often condemn ourselves in the exercise 
of worldly wisdom. When we are sick, we send for 
human aid, and we tell our case, we declare all our 
sufferings, we ask, we hope for relief, we seek a cure. 
But, we do not remember as we ought, that the pro- 
mise is not to human aid, but to the prayer of faith. 
We do not seek to Thee, to bless the means, to work 
the cure. Oh, pardon us, that we have not done 
this; yea, pardon our neglect of Thee, our unholy 
trust, and give us grace and strength for the time to 
come, that, whilst we use the temporal means which 
Thou hast appointed, we may look beyond, and ask 
from Thee to say to the sick and feeble, walk, to make 
the diseased whole, and to give that strength which 
we need or would have. And in ail our temptations, 
Lord, draw us to Thyself, for power to withstand 
the assaults of the evil one, who is ever lying in wait 
to take us captive at His will, and bless those who 
have this day come to Thee; but more, pardon the 
lukewarm and indifferent among us who have re- 
fused Thine aid; for Jesu's sake, pardon and renew 
them, and keep them, we beseech Thee, for the time to 
come. Amen. 



202 MONDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

ALMIGHTY God, we beseech Thee again to 
receive us as humble suppliants, in Thy dear Son's 
name, and, for His sake, to hear our humble petitions. 
We are very weak ; we cannot find strength within ; 
the palsy of sin requires a cure from above ; to Thee 
then we flee for that cure, that remedy, which Thou 
art ever ready to supply to Thy faithful, praying 
people. Lord, this day grant it to us; enable us, 
through the hours which may pass over our heads ere 
night again fall around, to live without sin ; set a 
watch over our lips, that nothing proceed out of our 
mouths of which we need be ashamed at the day of 
judgment, when every word shall be brought in array, 
to excuse or condemn us, before the Judge of quick 
and dead. Keep our thoughts, O Lord, that they 
harbor no evil ; that they love not to dwell on sin, to 
speculate on its fancied pleasures or imagined profits, 
bat endue us with power from on high, that we may 
remember that the thought of foolishness is sin, and 
that we ought never to dwell, even in thought, upon 
that which we would not openly speak to Thee, our 
righteous God. Tea, Lord, seal this truth upon our 
hearts for good, and restrain our feet that they 
run not to evil, our hearts that they do no iniquity, 
but bless the day in all things, to each of us, and 
stay us by holy thoughts and heavenly musings, and 
deeds worthy the name of christian, that, when it 
closes, we may rejoice in Thy mercy with exceeding 
great joy, for Jesus Christ's sake, our God. Amen, 



QUINQUAGESIMJk SUNDAY. 203 



EVENING. 



O LORD, Thou art very gracious onto us, as a 
nation, and a people,; Thou hast kept us by Thy 
good Providence from the evil of wars within, though 
dissensions have raged among us. Thou hast planted 
in our land Thy church, a holy body, with which we 
are called to assemble, and of which we are chosen as 
living members ; Thou hast allowed Thy word to be 
preached in fulness, faithfulness, and truth. Thou hast 
sent merciful judgments from time to time, to warn us 
to flee from the wrath to come ; and to wake us, from 
the slumber of indifference, and the excitement of 
pleasure. Thou hast used means to bring us to 
Thyself, and, Lord, let our hearts now answer to 
us, whether Thou hast done all this, whether Thou 
hast so long and so mercifully striven, in vain in our 
behalf. Have we lived unheeding these Thy mercies ; 
have we been careless, as if we had no souls to save; 
as if the Saviour had done all for us, or, worse, as if 
we needed no Saviour, no salvation. Oh, let Thy 
Spirit enlighten our understandings, that we may 
comprehend Thy mercy; touch our hearts that we 
may embrace it, and sanctify us, that we may cling to 
it to our lives' end. Oh, strive yet longer with us, 
good Lord, and give us not over as hardened and 
rebellious, as aliens from Thee, and despising Thy 
goodness in Christ Jesus ; but save us now in the 
day of salvation, and give us grace to walk in ail 
things worthy of our vocation as sons of God, the 
redeemed of Christ, the sanctified of the Spirit, for 
our blessed Redeemer's sake, Jesus Christ. Amen, 



204 TUESDAY AFTER 



MORNING. 



O LORD, and Saviour, who, whilst on earth, 
didst teach Thy people by many words, and in many 
places; who didst speak to them with power, and 
declare unto them Thy will and law in plain but pow- 
erful language, vouchsafe, we beseech Thee now, by 
Thy Holy Spirit, the other Comforter, to come unto 
us, and to dwell with us. Make us to be living temples 
unto Thee, by His ever presence, and teach us 
and guide us, by His influence, that we may be led 
into the ways of truth, and walk in the paths of 
righteousness. Give us a clear understanding of Thy 
law in its fulness ; enable us to see the broad distinc- 
tion between vice and virtue, right and wrong, sin 
and holiness, which the world cannot see ; that we 
may not err through ignorance, because we have not 
a knowledge of the truth. And teach us not to delude 
ourselves with the idea^that ignorance can excuse our 
sin, or that we can plead, at the bar of eternal justice, 
that we did not know Thy commandments, that Thy 
law was not made plain to us ; but rather impress 
them on the heart of each of us. May they be 
powerful to restrain us from evil, to shew to us Thy 
holiness, Thy purity, and to convince us that, if we 
walk not therein, we must be cut off, and that without 
remedy. O blessed Saviour, Thy love is yet great; 
Thy mercy is still abundant; Thy power is still suffi- 
cient; plead for us, and help us; be gracious unto 
us and preserve us unto the day of Thy coming, and 
make us to rejoice in its approach, since Thou wilt be 
our Judge, blessed Saviour. Amen. 



QUINQAGESIMA SUNDAY. 205 

EVENING. 

O GOD, eternal and almighty, awaken us, Thy 
too slumbering creatures, to a sense of Thy attributes, 
to a faith in Thee, such as only Thou canst establish. 
Give us a hearty desire to look to Thee as our best 
friend, our readiest help, our only safety ; and enable 
us to draw from Thee comfort, and consolation in all 
our trials. Yea, Lord, endue us with the power to find 
good in every thing which emanates from Thee ; to 
learn that all things, by the rule of Thy law, work 
together for good to them that love Thee. That sick- 
ness as well as health ; sorrow equally with joy, are 
Thy ministers to Thy creatures, whom Thou wouldest 
make Thine own by a free-will offering of themselves 
to Thee, to serve and worship Thee all the days of 
their life. And, because, this is hard for human 
nature, therefore, we entreat Thee more earnestly to 
work in us, by Thy Holy Spirit, for Christ's sake, to 
help and deliver us; to give us strength in every 
hour of trial, and comfort when afflictions fall upon 
us; to direct us in all our doings; to subdue unto 
Thee our unruly wills and affections: and to break 
our stubborn and rebellious hearts. And then draw 
our eyes in faith to Thee, that in the holy contem- 
plation of Thy excellence and mercy we may rejoice, 
aod, forgetting as it were the things which are behind, 
may press on more earnestly to the prize of our high 
calling in Christ Jesus, to whom with Thee, and the 
Holy Ghost, be glory, power and dominion, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



206 ASH WEDNESDAY. 



MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who hatest 
nothing that Thou jhast made, and dost forgive the 
sins of all them that are penitent; give us true 
repentance, and contrite hearts. Make us to love 
Thee with a perfect love ; give us the power to 
understand, and the will to imitate, Thy love to us, 
that, as Thou shewest it in every hour of our lives, 
yea, in every moment of our existence, we may 
evidence it by our whole life, and conversation, and 
let it be seen and felt in all our doings, and by all on 
whose behalf it can be exercised. Root out from us 
those animosities, that ill-nature, and unkindness of 
disposition which are so foreign to a christian's 
profession ; which hide Thy likeness in the man, and 
bar out the rays of Thy mercy from his heart O 
Lord, teach us this love, for none of earth can teach 
us ; self, and man's own interest rule him here, and 
he can see no profit but in things that tend directly 
to benefit himself. Pardon us, if we so err ; search 
us, try us, prove us, good Lord, and for Christ's 
sake destroy in us all self-love, and selfish feel- 
ings; and all vain boastings, and presumption which 
spring thence. Give us grace to imitate Him, who 
went about doing good, and who thought only of 
Himself as to how He could benefit and bless all 
men ; and forgive us, now that we cry unto Thee in 
penitence and with prayer. Be not extreme to mark 
what we have done amiss, but pardon the past, and 
help for the future, and accept us in the name of our 
blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ, and for His sake. Amen. 



ASH WEDNESDAY. 207 

EVENING. 

O LORD, Thy mercy is everlasting; who can 
declare it ; Thou reservest it for all mankind, and 
throughout all generations. Though we have sinned 
and gone astray, yet Thou stayest Thine arm, and 
givest time for repentance ; Thou strivest yet longer 
with us by Thy Spirit, crying, by the voice of 
conscience, to Thy rebellious children, — why will ye 
die. Again and again, as we call for vengeance, and 
dare Thy wrath, by our iniquities, Thou in mercy, 
passest them by ; and yet, O gracious Lord, we see 
no mercy, we will not perceive any goodness, in all 
this forbearance and long-suffering, to induce us to 
turn to Thee, to forsake our sins, and, in the arms of 
Thy pardoning mercy, to find refuge. But Christ has 
died for us ; for us He has borne a life of suffering 
and a death of shame; for us, rebuke, and blasphemy; 
and now we will crucify Him afresh ; we will despise 
His work, even our own salvation ; we will reject the 
gift, so precious, and which none else can give. O 
Lord, pardon us, yet once more, for every unrepented 
sin, and keep us for the time to come ; let our 
confessions be this day sincere, our sorrow deep, our 
resolutions of amendment, firm ; and do Thou 
strengthen them, and enable us to walk henceforward 
in that strength, that we may have the consolations 
of Thy Spirit, and rejoice ever in our reward, the 
crown of glory, purchased for us by our Saviour 
and God, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost be 
all honor and glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 



308 THUESDAT AFTER 

MORNING. 

O LORD, our refuge, and strength, without i 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy ; to Thee we 
because we find ourselves weak, and holiness 
part of our nature. We are unable to seek Th 
diligently as we go in search of worldly prof 
sustenance; we cannot cleave to Thee with 
firmness with which we hold to any worldly good 
cannot feel the same desire for Thee that we fee 
the pleasures of this life, for the things of time 
sense. And, though we find them all to perish i 
enjoyment ; though we see the rich man taken 
from his wealth ; the man of business cut off ii 
midst of his engagements, and profits ; and plea 
palling, even before they be run through, yc 
cannot come unto Thee, we cannot flee to the Sa^ 
who has so tenderly bidden, who has so lov 
invited and besought us to come, and find rest fc 
souls ; who has shewn His unceasing love, by j 
many and great. O Lord, help us, for vain i 
help of man ; take away from us the love of this 1 
and its vanities ; subdue in us all inordinate c 
for riches and pleasures, and give us a spirit to 
Thee early, whilst Thou mayest be found, tc 
upon Thee whilst Thou art nigh; to look t< 
Saviour for help ; as the only way in and by 1 
we can secure to ourselves peace either here or 
after. And make us Thy peculiar care in all our t 
in all our sorrows and distresses, in all times 
circumstances of life, for Jesus Christ's 
Amen. 



QUINQAGESIMA SUNDAY. 209 

EVENING. 



O GOD, our Father, accept us now, we beseech 
Thee, and bless us, for Jesus Christ's sake. We come 
before Thee, pleading His merits. He died for our 
sins; He rose again for our justification; He was 
bruised for our iniquities ; and, but for them, He had 
never left Thy throne; He had never borne a life of 
sorrow and suffering ; nor undergone an ignominious 
death. But mercy, pity, love, all struggled in His 
breast, when He saw man's miserable and lost condi- 
tion ; when He saw that there was none to help ; no 
friend to succour, nothing that could avail to appease 
His Father's righteous indignation for broken laws, 
and despised commands; and then He offered Himself 
to redeem His lost creatures ; and, for His merits, 
Thou art pleased to accept all who will come unto 
Thee through Him. O holy God, give us a true faith, 
that we may come unto Thee, without one thought of 
self, or claiming any thing on our own account, but 
simply pleading the righteousness of Him, that He 
may thus be made our righteousness, and we may be 
saved. Our time for this is very short ; our oppor- 
tunities are very few, and yet they are sufficient, if we 
will neither waste the one, nor despise the other. 
Enable us to use both in Thy service, and to our souls' 
eternal benefit. May we diligently occupy ourselves 
as Thy faithful soldiers and servants, and, having 
fought the good fight, may we at the last be received 
through Christ into mansions of rest at Thy right 
hand for evermore. Amen. 



210. FBIDAT AFTER 

MORNING. 



O EVERLASTING God, who wouldest that all 
Thy creatures should remember whose they are, and 
whom they ought to serve, even Thee, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou has sent, mercifully regard this 
family and household ; look upon us, and bless us ; 
give to each member of it a saving faith, that holy 
and living principle which is Thy peculiar gift, and 
without which we are and must remain but unprofit- 
able servants before Thee. Make us to seek for it 
early and late, and, the more it increases in us, the 
more to seek its increase, until it swallow up all else, 
and become the one all ruling principle of our lives, the 
mainspring of all our actions. Lead us to a deep and 
prayerful study of Thy word, that we may know how 
to seek Thee ; and root out from the heart of any one 
of us, who may entertain so mistaken a notion, that we 
have only to ask, and not to do, to obtain Thy blessing. 
Shew us the meaning of Thy declaration, that faith 
without works is dead, that it is a mere empty: sound, 
as a lip service only ; and strengthen us to do Thy 
will, to seek to know it in its purity, and to perform 
it in its fulness. Oh, let us not be satisfied with what 
we have already learned, or may acquire by chance, 
but lead us to seek earnestly for further acquaintance 
with Thy holy word, that it may be to each of us as 
a pure well of living water, a refreshing stream 
each time we come to it, thirsting after Thy righteous- 
ness, and that so we may be satisfied. Oh, grant this, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



QUINQAGESIM1 SUNDAY. 211 

EVENING. 



O LORD, Thy commandments are very broad, 
Thy law is very plain ; open Thou our eyes to see, 
and our hearts to receive them as our rule of life and 
conduct Be Thou our strong rock unto which we 
may alway resort; and uphold us by Thy good 
Providence, whensoever temptation is nigh, or pleasure 
smiles upon us. In such an hour be Thou especially 
present with us, that we may see their character by 
Thy light, and in the brightness of that light be kept 
from stumbling. Present to our view, we beseech 
Thee, all things in their true light and color, that we 
may neither be dazzled nor deceived: that we may 
never mistake the means for an end, and, because we 
have knelt in Thine house, and partaken of Thy holy 
Sacraments, rest satisfied, that we have done all re- 
quired of us. But lead us to them as of Thee, and by 
Thine appointment, and therefore necessary to salva- 
tion, but effectual only with such as receive the same 
in faith. And endue us with a right understanding 
as to this world's business and pleasures, that we may 
not be eaten up with care, or lost in sensuality; that 
we may follow the one as an appointed duty, and not 
slothfully, but as serving Thee ; that we may enter 
into the other as from Thee, and rejoicing in that 
goodness which has reserved so much for us in this 
world ; which has given us so abundantly good things 
richly to enjoy. And cause our gratitude to shine 
forth in acts of love and obedience to our lives' end, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



212 SATURDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, the Father, we come unto 
Thee, for the love Thou hearest unto us, and beseech 
Thee to accept our poor and imperfect service, our 
faint and feeble offering of prayer and thanksgiving ; 
not because we offer it, but because Christ is our 
Mediator; because Thy beloved Son is our Inter- 
cessor. Receive us in His name, make us fit to be 
partakers with Him of Thy heavenly kingdom, and 
direct our thoughts into the way of peace, that we may 
have a foretaste here of the happiness of Thy saints 
hereafter. And Thou, blessed Jesus, look upon us in 
mercy, and plead Thy merits on our behalf; we cast 
our care upon Thee, knowing that Thou carest for us; 
we ask Thy blessing, for Thou art present with us, to 
bless, since we are met in Thy name ; and we can do 
nothing without Thee, our Advocate. Let our faith 
in Thy advocacy be so sure, that we may seek none 
other to help ; so strong that we may rest not until 
we feel that it has been effectual for us. Clothe us with 
Thy righteousness that we may be approved guests at 
the great supper of the Lamb in Thy kingdom. And 
Thou, Holy Spirit dwell in us, influence and direct 
us; be our Guide this day and ever; sanctify us, 
body, soul, and spirit, and keep our feet that they err 
not. Make our professions sincere, our practise con- 
sistent, our whole life an evidence that we are Christ's 
disciples ; and hallow us as we ascribe all praise and 
thanksgiving to the adorable Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 



QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 213 

EVENING. 



O GRACIOUS Saviour, who didst manifest Thy 
power whilst on earth, chiefly in shewing mercy, and 
in acts of love and compassion, and who didst feed 
the hungry when the multitude came to hear Thy 
word, and to see Thy works, Mess us now, we beseech 
Thee, with the bread of life. Make us, in that great 
act of wonder and kindness, to see Thy almighty 
power, whereby an increase was given to supply the 
wants of Thy needy creatures. Grant also to us a 
perception of Thy mercy, because Thou wouldest not 
send them away unsatisfied, but wouldest rather ex- 
ercise Thy highest power on their behalf. And do 
Thou so visit and assist us. We have heard Thy 
warnings, but are not satisfied ; except Thou speak 
the word, we must go empty away. Lord, give us 
a hearty desire and craving for that bread which only 
Thou canst give, even the bread of life, which Thou 
hast promised to all who call upon Thee faithfully ; 
satisfy us and that soon. And, preserve us this night; 
give us refreshing sleep and rest, and raise us, we 
pray Thee on the morrow, that we may go into Thine 
house, where Thou hast promised ever to meet Thy 
worshiping people, to supply to them the bread that 
cometh down from heaven. And endue us with right 
spirits, give us hearts and minds fitted to enter into 
Thy worship, that we may have the blessing we now 
seek, and plead on our behalf with Thy Father, our 
merciful God. Amen. 



214 FIRST SUNDAY 

MORNING, 



O LORD, who for our sakes, didst fast forty days 
and forty nights, and didst undergo sufferings that 
we might have a blessing, keep us by Thy power, 
and enable us to use such abstinence, that we may 
obey Thy godly motions; that our bodies may 
be subdued to Thy Spirit; that the lusts of the 
flesh may be weakened within us, and that we may be 
led seriously to lay to heart our natural corruption, 
our depravity, and inability to do any good thing of 
ourselves. Work in us to will and to do of Thy good 
pleasure ; that all things within us may be brought 
into subjection to Thy law; that we may perceive 
the folly, and unprofitableness, as well as the wicked- 
ness of sin ; that we may strive more earnestly than we 
have hitherto done to know the spiritual meaning and 
extent of Thy law, its force and requirements ; and 
that we may seek more diligently Thy Holy Spirit's 
aid and assistance in every matter to which we are 
called. And do Thou so accompany us, O blessed 
Saviour, this day, withersoever we go; but more 
especially as we enter the courts of Thy house, that 
we may worship the triune Jehovah in spirit and in 
truth ; that we may listen to the word of exhortation 
with attentive and ready ears, and may bring home 
with us much good seed, scattered on good soil, 
which shall bring forth, under the dew of Thy bless- 
ing, good fruit, to Thy honor and glory, and to the 
praise of Thy holy name, O eternal Jehovah, Jesus 
our Saviour and God. Amen. 



IN LENT. 215 

EVENING. 

O GOD, we have again heard Thy holy word read, 
and have again worshiped Thee on Thine own day, 
in Thy house of prayer ; blessed be Thy glorious 
name for so great a privilege. May we, to our lives' 
end, evidence our sense of its value and importance 
by using it to our soul's good, and to Thy honor and 
glory. O Lord, we bless Thee for Thy mercy shewn 
in its ordinance ; we praise Thee for Thy goodness in 
teaching us to use it ; and we would endeavor to 
learn from Thee more of its use than we have hitherto 
known. We have not learnt its full value, else 
should we have observed it more strictly than we 
have hitherto done. We should not have been con- 
tent with giving a portion only of the Sabbath's 
sacred hours to communing with Thee; we should 
not have rested satisfied to hear Thy word, but we 
should have endeavored to speak as we heard it, that 
others who could not, or had not learned to, come 
with us might benefit as well as ourselves. Let Thy 
love pardon us, for Jesus Christ's sake, and pre- 
serve us to another Sabbath, that we may spend it 
more in conformity to Thy will and law ; and 
strengthen us, we beseech Thee to do so. Keep 
before us the example of our blessed Lord, when we 
are tempted, that, should the tempter urge us to forget 
Thee even for the smallest portion of Thine own day, 
be it for pleasure ever so innocent in itself, we may 
say with Him — Get Thee behind me, Satan. And for 
His sake hear and answer our earnest prayer, Lord 
our God. Amen. 



216 MONDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, we are again entering upon 
a week in which the businesses of life and time de- 
mand our exertions, and in which we must also con- 
tinue to work out our own salvation. The Sabbath 
which opened it, and during which we have had the 
opportunity to give ourselves to Thee by serious 
meditation and earnest prayer, has closed ; we have 
had the benefit offered, whether it result in a blessing 
depends upon how we used it ; and the days of this 
week will determine, Lord, if we failed to store up 
mercy for ourselves in that harvest time of Thy mercy, 
pardon us, and do not now refuse to hear and accept 
us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Enable us to go forth in 
Thy strength during each day of this week ; accom- 
pany us by Thy Spirit ; make our doings to prosper ; 
give us zeal and diligence ; a hearty desire to serve 
Thee above all things, and a power to do all to Thy 
glory. But keep ever in our view the greater work 
we have to do, lest, whilst we seek a provision for 
time, we neglect to prepare ourselves for eternity; an 
eternity which must come; a period which must 
arrive, and which will be to us of joy or misery as 
we have chosen to make it. Thou hast mercifully 
left to us a free choice; Thou hast promised Thy 
Holy Spirit to aid and direct Oh, give us the free, 
the precious gift ; uphold us in the hour of trial, 
when temptation comes, sustain us, and, in Thy due 
time, receive us into the mansions of eternal bliss, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 217 

EVENING. 

O LORD, how shall we approach Thee, what shall 
we bring unto Thee ; we will plead Thy dear Son's 
name and sacrifice, and Thine own mercy and love, 
so wondrously displayed in it We will come unto 
Thee in no other name, with none other offering ; but 
we will seek Thee through this all-prevailing name, 
and we will rejoice in it. Lord, give us such a 
trust now and ever; enable us to cleave to Thee firmly, 
continuously; to confess with our lips, and to shew 
forth in our lives, that we are Thy disciples ; that, 
whether sorrow, or misfortune, or joy surround; 
whether pleasure prevail, or business occupy, we are 
still firm on the rock of our salvation ; that we fear 
not, nor are dismayed, for Thou wilt not fail those 
who trust in Thee. Thou wilt in no wise cast out 
those who come unto Thee in Christ's name, and re- 
lying solely on Him for pardon, peace, and deliver- 
ance. But, Lord, we would ask Thee to shew to us 
our own hearts ; to give us Thy Holy Spirit's light, 
that we may read and study them, lest we be deceived 
by their desperate wickedness; lest, when we think 
our Saviour is our trust, we are not in the faith ; we 
are misled by some cunning device of the evil one; 
we are walking blindfold to our ruin and sure des- 
truction. To escape this is Thy Spirit's work, there- 
fore, we ask most earnestly His aid ; for we would be 
Thine ; we would look only to Thee in Christ, and so 
have peace here, and eternal joy hereafter. Grant 
this, we beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



218 TUESDAY AFTER FIBST 

MORNING. 

O LORD, it is a fearful thing to fall into Thy 
hands, for Thou art a living God; it is a fearful thing 
to arouse Thine anger, for Thou art a jealous God, 
and if Thy wrath he kindled, yea hut a little, how 
can we abide it We cannot hide or cover ourselves 
from Thy presence, for wheresover we are, there Thine 
eye seeth us ; whatsoever we do Thou knowest, and 
our secret thoughts are not hid from Thee. O Lord, 
make us so to understand this truth, and so to fear 
offending Thee, that we may set a guard upon our 
lips, and watch our goings, and that we may be very 
careful not to indulge any thought which we should 
be ashamed to make known. May we ever remember 
that, though hid for awhile from our fellow-men, the 
time must come when that which is hidden shall be 
revealed, when that which is now dark, shall be made 
plain, and the mysterious of this world shall be cleared 
away, for, in that day, before the judgment seat of Christ, 
the secrets of all hearts shall he made known, and 
every thought of foolishness stand an accusing wit- 
ness against us. And, when we put our hand to any 
work, make us to seek Thine aid and assistance, that 
a blessing may attend it. When we speak, open Thou 
our mouths, and direct and govern all our thoughts; 
and pardon us for the past neglect of Thee, for our 
pride of heart and independence of spirit ; and sub- 
due both our hearts, and spirits to Thy law that 
we may walk in obedience to it all the days of our 
life, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 219 



EVENING. 



O GOD, Thou art nigh unto all them that seek 
Thee faithfully; to all that cry unto Thee with a true 
heart ; Thou keepest mercy for thousands and tens of 
thousands ; Thou art never weary of doing good, be- 
cause Thou lovest Thine heritage, and wouldest not 
that any should perish. Thy message is alike to all — 
Come. To all, Thy voice is uttered — Seek the Lord 
whilst He may be found. Yea, Lord, to each of us 
Thou dost now speak, as Thou hast often spoken, 
alas ! how often unheeded, by Thy goodness. Thou 
has kept us through another day ; Thou hast blessed 
us with renewed mercies; and Thou continuest to 
pour out Thy benefits upon us like water on a thirsty 
ground. We have had food and raiment, and a cover- 
ing from the wind; we have enjoyed warmth; and 
health has been ours ; and now we have fresh means of 
grace before us. Thy Son's promise is with us, and 
we come, knowing that we shall in no wise be cast out. 
Oh, give us grateful hearts to bring with us. Open 
our eyes to see how many want what we possess ; to how 
many are denied the comforts and conveniences of 
life, which we undervalue or despise ; and lead us to 
observe the misery and wretchedness and suffering 
without, whilst within we have many things in which 
to rejoice. And oh, make us remember, as we lie down 
on our beds, that, whilst on earth, oft-times the Son of 
man had not where to lay His head, and yet He is our 
Saviour and our God, and then, oh then give us such 
gratitude as Thou wouldest have from us and keep 
as, for His sake. Amen. 



220 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



O HOLY Lord God, look upon us; Almighty 
Father, pity us ; we have wandered out of the way, 
and have left Thy fold ; we have turned every one 
to his own way; we have neglected Thine ordinances, 
we have despised Thy threatenings ; we have refused 
to hear Thy promises, and all that Thou couldest do 
for us has heen in vain; we would not he saved. .Our 
natural hearts have rebelled unceasingly against 
Thee ; our spirits have refused obedience, and our 
voice has too often been loud in proclaiming our own 
folly and sin. Tet Jesus died for us ; He came on 
earth to redeem us ; and He suffered for our sins. 
Oh, arouse us to some sense of shame, good Lord, 
that we have neglected such great salvation ; oh, give 
us some feeling of gratitude, that such great salvation 
was wrought for us. We deserve nothing but 
punishment, and all Thine offers are mercy and love. 
We are open hourly to death and danger, and Thine 
arm unceasingly watches over us. Let not such 
mercy plead in vain; let not a Saviour's blood be 
ineffectual for us, but lead us, through Him, to Thine 
own self, humbled and penitent that we may be made 
strong, and washed from our sins ; that Thy grace 
may abound in us ; and that we may walk as Thy 
loving children indeed, rejoicing in Thee; finding 
Thee kind, merciful and long-suffering. And accept our 
petitions we beseech Thee, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 221 

EVENING. 

O ALMIGHTY God, who hast set before us good 
and evil ; who hast given to us the power to choose 
between them, which we will have, but hast bade us 
to choose the good, we beseech Thee to help us in our 
choice. The sinfulness of our nature holds us back; 
the deceitfulness of our hearts misleads our will; 
and we cannot choose. We do evil continually ; we 
yield to the suggestions of Satan often ; we forsake 
Thee, our covenant God ; and we refuse the redemp- 
tion which Thine own dear Son wrought for us. And 
yet we would be saved ; we would come unto Thee to 
have life ; we would see good days. Oh, restrain us, 
good Lord, by Thy Spirit, when our feet turn from 
the paths of peace; hold us back, when we are going 
heedlessly on to ruin ; shew us the right path, and 
lead us in the way everlasting. Oh, give us a desire 
to use all Thy gifts to the glory of the Giver. Let 
Thy Holy Spirit dwell in us continually, that we 
may do this; that we may exercise our reason only to 
bring us nearer to Thee, to assist us in the choice of 
good ; to help us in the avoidance of evil. May we, 
in His strength, use every energy of body and mind 
to seek those things which are profitable for our 
salvation. And, whatever Thy dispensation may be, 
enable us to bow to it with humble faith, which shall 
exclaim — behold it is very good. Yea, Lord, open 
our eyes to see Thy hand, working for us in all things, 
whatsoever they be. And grant this for the love of 
Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



222 THUBSDAY AFTER FIRST 



MORNING. 



O MERCIFUL Lord God, let Thine eye behold 
us in pity, for we come nnto Thee to plead for pardon ; 
and let Thine ear be open to our prayer, for we need 
Thine aid, and Jesus is our Advocate. Oh, let His 
holy name prevail. He is the Saviour of sinners, and 
as sinners we come unto Thee. He came to seek the 
lost, and we are lost in sin ; we have gone far out of 
the way; we have forsaken the covenant which 
we made with our God; we have broken the laws 
which we were bound to keep, and we have yielded 
our faith, to serve the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
Our hearts have become hardened ; our spirits dead- 
ened; our hands feeble; and our lips silent. We 
have done much for the world, and little for Thee ; 
we have studied our own interests, and neglected 
Thine ; we have cared for the body, and left the soul 
undefended against the unceasing assaults of its 
enemy, the devil. Our case were desperate, had not 
a Saviour died for us ; yea, our case were helpless, 
had not Jesus left His throne of glory to purchase us 
back to Thee. Oh, open our hearts to receive Him 
there ; make us glad when we hear His name, and 
cause us to rejoice that we can utter it. Tet let us 
never utter it in vain ; let it never pass our lips ex- 
cepting as the heart's portal ; let us never say, Lord, 
Lord, as our only duty, as an acceptable and sufficient 
service ; but teach us better things. And, now and ever, 
receive us as we bring it, that each of us may And, to 
his soul's comfort, that Jesus is the sinner's Saviour 
indeed. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 223 

EVENING. 

O LORD, we beseech Thee to visit us with Thy 
truth ; illuminate our hearts and minds, which deceit 
darkens, that we may know that truth, and live and 
walk therein all the days of our life. We cannot 
learn it of ourselves ; the world cannot teach it, for 
it is from heaven ; it cometh down from Thee, the 
Father of lights. It is spiritually discerned, and, 
therefore, can be known as fully by the poor slave, as 
by the ruling monarch. None so weak as to be unable 
to receive it ; none so poor as to be unable to procure 
it; who shall despair. Lord, shew us now that 
truth, and set it before us in the full conviction, that 
Jesus Christ has died that we might live. Yea, Lord, 
teach us that we must flee to him as our refuge ; that 
we must come to Him as our strength ; that we must 
trust to Him as our atonement ; and that in and by 
Him only have we access unto Thee. Shew us our 
blessed Saviour as the one, but the sure hope of all, 
since He died for all, that all might through Him, 
have eternal life. And enable us to rejoice that we 
have thus an assurance of salvation, if we believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ And do Thou spread this 
knowledge far and wide, let each day witness the 
conversion of many; bring each hour to many the 
saving truths of the Gospel. And oh, make each one 
of us an instrument of Thine in so glorious a work; 
yea, Lord, vouchsafe to us so great a privilege, that 
we may shew the cause of our rejoicing to be Thee 
indeed. And grant this for Jesus Christ's sake our 
Lord and God. Amen. 



224 FRIDAY AFTER FIBST 

MORNING. 



O GOD most holy, we would now offer unto Thee 
an acceptable service, through our Redeemer Jesus 
Christ Bless us now, and accept us for His sake. 
Let Thy blessing accompany as all throughout this 
day ; and enable us to walk as if we sought so pre- 
cious a gift. We know that we shall not pass through 
its hours without temptations; we know that trials 
will meet us; but we also know — thanks to Thy 
gracious word, O merciful God — that we may have 
. strength to withstand, and grace to overcome, if we only 
flee to the fountain of all good things, which flows 
alike for ail. We may be overtaken by sorrow; do 
Thou enable us to bear it, should it come; disappoint- 
ments may surround us; oh, turn our eyes, should 
it be Thy good pleasure so to visit us, to a better 
country where all is sure, and ail is joy. Some 
looked-for pleasure may elude us; but let us not 
grieve that we have missed but a shadow, when we 
have before us the boundless substance of a home 
whence only pleasure springs, and in the contempla- 
tion of which we may find a solace under every affliction, 
and privation of life. And, do Thou endue us with 
such power as may raise us above the things of time 
and sense ; as may satisfy us that here, as we have 
no abiding city, so we- ought not to have any fixed 
hope ; but that we may learn to do our duty as Thy 
creatures, appointed to work out in time a salvation 
which is for all eternity, the purchased gift of Tbyf 
dear Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. <# 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 



EVENING. 



O EVERLASTING God, who orderest the goings 
of men ; who callest them to their several offices and 
duties, but commandest them to do all in the faith 
and fear of Thee ; give us a due sense of our respon- 
sibility; lead ua to a right use of our privileges; 
enable us to hold fast the profession of our faith, 
without wavering; and uphold us by Thy good Pro- 
vidence, through the temptations of every day, the trials 
of every night. Especially, Lord, keep us from a 
distrust of Thee, and Thy mercy in Christ Jesus. 
When sorrow and sickness come, endue us with the, 
light of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may view them as 
the visitations of Thine hand, for our good ; as Thy 
chastisements, to bring us nearer to Thee, and to 
prove Thy love to us. When distress and doubt hang 
over us, may we thus be able to regard them as trials 
of our patience, whereby our hope of the removal of 
our sufferings may be increased and strengthened, 
and our confidence in Thy unceasing love be estab- 
lished. Yea, good Lord, in every event of life, be 
it of joy or pain, may we learn to look first to Thee 
with prayer, and last to Thee in praise, and may all 
our works be begun, continued, and ended in Thee, 
so that we shall ever rejoice in Thy holy comfort, and 
go forth in Thy strength and prosper in our doings. 
And do Thou accompany us in all our works and 
goings, that we may neither faint noi* be weary, nei- 
ther east down nor disheartened, but may bless Thee 
ever, and this in pure love to Jesus Christ our Lord 
and God. Amen. 
Q 



SATURDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



O LORD, our Maker, unto Thee we again come, 
to seek Thy face and favor ; Thy fatherly protection 
and assistance. The day has dawned, and the duties 
of the day have begun ; may a sincere faith in Thee 
influence us through them, and may it be seen in 
them. Make us now and ever bold by Thy Spirit, to 
stand forth as champions of the true faith. Take 
from us that indifference, that lukewarmnes^, which is 
content with an in-door profession, which begins and 
ends at the household altar. Make us to see that it 
is the duty of each one of us ; yea of every one who 
is called by the name of Christ, to fight manfully 
under His banners against all heresies, and errors; 
against false doctrine, and deceit We err herein; 
we confess not the faith we profess ; we have a name 
to live but are dead ; we fear man rather than God ; 
than Thee, our Maker, Friend, and Lord; and thus we 
reject the salvation wrought for us in Christ Teach 
us, we pray Thee, better things; open our eyes to our 
deep responsibility, and seal upon our hearts the truth 
— awful to so many, condemning to thousands — that 
our Judge will, at the great and terrible day, only con- 
fess before Thee such as confessed Him whilst they were 
on earth ; such as openly walked in His name, promoted 
His kingdom and glory, and sought Thee through 
Him the living way. Receive us now by that way, 
and bless us with Him as our life, that we may live in 
Him ad our truth, and abide therein to the end. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 227 

EVENING. 



O GOD most high, God most mighty, Thou 
only God, before whom all flesh must bow, and at 
whose bidding our spirits must flee to Thee, their 
Giver, accept this our evening sacrifice ; look favor- 
ably upon Thy servants, who now come again, with 
one consent, imploring Thy love, and continued 
mercy. Without Thine aid we can do nothing; 
without Thine assistance, we were as dead men, our 
strength but weakness, our energies a breath. And 
yet, O Lord, we live as if we needed nothing ; we act 
as if we were all powerful ; as if we had only to put 
forth our arm, and to overcome. Have we this day gone 
forth in Thy strength ; have we felt it was Thou who 
didst graciously sustain us ; that Thy mercy was our 
safeguard, and Thy love our defence? Let Thy 
Spirit enlighten us to see if it be so, that we may 
repent of our sin, and correct our folly ; that we may 
find pardon for the past, and assistance for the time 
to come. May our hearts be reproved, our consciences 
relieved, our lives amended. May we be enabled to 
call to mind the sins, the misdeeds, the offences of 
the now closing week; not as if we had only to 
sum up the catalogue, and feel our work was done ; 
but with a sincere desire to amend, to know ourselves 
better, and to seek Thee more entirely; and, in this 
spirit, lead us, we pray Thee into Thine house on the 
morrow, and bless us in the services of that holy 
day, for the sake of Thy dear Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Redeemer and God. Amen. 



228 SECOND SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

GLORY be to Thee, God, for Thou hast re- 
served mercy for us; all praise be unto Thee, for 
Thou again offerest us blessings, means of grace, 
most precious privileges. For Christ's sake, Thou 
beholdest us, and, through Him, we offer our praise 
and thanksgiving, for we are not fit to appear in Thy 
sight, save in His name, and under the shadow of 
His goodness. Another Sabbath is ours; Thine own 
appointed and holy day again shines for us, and again 
we are called to register ourselves as candidates for 
heaven, by a faithful attendance in its type, Thy 
temple upon earth. O Lord, lead us there ; go before 
us, and bless us ; be Thou our rearward, and encom- 
pass us on every side, and keep our foot as we enter 
into Thy courts. Seal upon us a remembrance of that 
event we this day celebrate, the resurrection, which 
ensured to us a freedom from the dominion of death, 
and an inheritance with our Saviour, the first fruits 
of them that sleep. And let each Sabbath be to us a 
resurrection, that we may rise, day by day, higher 
from earth and earthly things ; that we may live, day 
by day, more to Thee, more devoted to Thy service, 
and so approve ourselves as Thine. And bless all 
near and dear to us, who shall worship anywhere, with 
like blessings, that we and they may so together pass 
through things temporal, that finally not one of 
us lose the things which are eternal. Hear us, O 
good Lord, and answer, for Jesus Christ's sake, our 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 



IN LENT. 229 

EVENING. 

ACCEPT us, Lord, with our closing service on 
this Thy holy day, and let our united voices, in the 
responded Amen, and in our blessed Saviour's own 
form, attest to Thee, that we offer the service of the 
heart, and not of the lips only; that we have given our 
spirits into Thine hands, and are now bowed before 
Thee as our King and God. Let us not by care- 
lessness or indifference, do away with all the benefits 
of this day; let not a present coldness evidence that 
we care not for Thee, nor tell that we are glad, as, 
alas, too many are, that the trammels of a Sabbath 
are nearly unloosed, and that we can enter upon busi- 
ness or pleasure, which are more agreeable and con- 
genial to us. Let not wandering thoughts shew that 
our love is dead, and that Thy mercy is despised. 
Thou hast to-day renewed Thy mercy; Thou hast 
to-day given fresh proofs of Thy love ; for we have 
been permitted to worship in the congregation of Thy 
people. Oh, seal upon our hearts some of the glo- 
rious truths we have heard; make us glad by Thy 
promises, and keep us in mind of Him, who once 
went into the house of prayer at the stated times, 
Himself to worship Thee. Let this blessed thought 
encourage and delight us ; let us love Thy presence 
in Thine own house, and seek it whensoever we may. 
And bless us, good Lord, ere we lie down to sleep, 
with Thy Holy Spirit, and let Thy holy angels take 
charge of us as we lie upon our beds, and keep us to 
the great day, for Jesus Christ's sake, our Mediator, 
and Advocate. Amen. 



230 MONDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 

OH, Thou holy Lord God, who givest to all men 
liberally, and npbraidest not; Thou, who waitest to 
be gracious, and to hear the earnest petitions of Thy 
praying people, give to us, we beseech Thee, such a 
desire to have the things which we most want, even 
the gifts of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may now and 
ever utter fervent prayers, and breathe to Thee all 
our desires in their fulness, and with sincerity. Teach 
us how blessed is the privilege which is vouchsafed to 
us, of coming unto Thee, as loving children to a kind 
father. Enable us to understand, at least, some of 
Thy kindness ; how Thou dost preserve us by Thy 
great power, from danger and distress; how Thou 
dost give to us things which are convenient ; and art 
ready to soothe us in every hour of trial and sorrow. 
Such knowledge of our fellow-men would lead us to 
them as friends at once; we should come to them with 
confidence, with hope, quickly ; we should not delay. 
Oh, let us not debty to come to Thee ; to flee to Thee, as 
unto a sure defence, a stay which cannot fail. Lead 
us to see Jesus Christ as our surety, as Thy pledge. 
May we behold Him as the faithful witness of the new 
covenant ; that we may know, through Him we shall 
no more die, but live. Yea, Lord, give us that un- 
wavering faith which dispels all uneasiness, which 
removes every disquieting fear, because it assures us 
that the bitterest waters of affliction will pass away 
at His presence. And thus may we be led to seek 
Him, and to trust in Him for all things, for He is 
our Advocate and Saviour. Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY Lord, the Searcher of hearts; to 
whom all secrets are known ; look upon us, we pray 
Thee in mercy; he not extreme to mark the evil 
within ; punish us not suddenly, but spare us yet a 
little while ; give us strength and grace, and let Thy 
Holy Spirit strive with us, and for us, that we may 
turn unto Thee with penitence, and be saved. We 
are continually going astray; we run from Thee, as 
if we could escape Thee ; we think to hide ourselves, 
and so to enjoy our sins unobserved, our misdeeds 
unreproved. Or, because they are not so glaring, so 
offensive as those of oar neighbors ; because they are 
unseen of man, and bring down upon us no shame nor 
confusion of face, we flatter ourselves that they shall 
not be found out, nor bring upon us punishment and 
death. Oh, undeceive us, we beseech Thee ; remove 
from us such awful error; make us to know the 
truth as it is in Jesus, and not to rest on such a 
dangerous delusion of the evil one. Enable us also 
to realise Thy presence in every place ; to feel Thee 
nigh, wheresoever we may be ; to walk, so that we 
remember that Thine eye beholdeth us, and that by 
Thine arm only we can be restrained from sin or kept 
from iniquity. And then strengthen and defend us ; 
keep us in all our doings, that our footsteps slip not, 
but that we may walk before Thee in full assurance 
of Thy mercy and goodness in Christ Jesus, for whose 
sake Lord, we pray, and further address Thee in 
His own words : — Our Father. 
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HEAVENLY Father, our Lord and God, 
Thou art nigh unto us, therefore we call on Thee ; 
Thy mercy is everlasting, therefore we come to 
Thee ; Thy truth is throughout all generations, there- 
fore we trust in Thee. Thou hast preserved us 
during our past lives, when danger was nigh, and 
evil threatened ; Thou hast kept us from injury and 
ill, when others suffered, and pain and distress 
abounded ; and, when sorrow has been ours, Thou 
hast chased it away, and given to us the light of Thy 
countenance, and returning peace. Oh, look upon us 
now, for we ask in remembrance of past mercies, and 
bless us. Thou knowest all our wants ; Thou seest 
what is good for us ; Thou beholdest all our necessi- 
ties ; yea, better than we know or can declare them. 
Be gracious unto us, and give us such good things as 
be needful both for our souls and bodies. Encou- 
rage within us a saving faith, godly hope, unwa- 
vering confidence, that, Thou being our Ruler and 
Guide, we may be content to follow Thee withersoever 
Thou dost lead without repining; the rather blessing 
Thee that Thou hast condescended to us, as our Deli- 
verer and God. Make us to cast all our care upon 
Him who careth for us, even our blsssed Saviour, 
and to rejoice in the assurance which He hath given us, 
that our trials here are but for a season, and intended 
in mercy to prepare us for an eternal inheritance 
among the saints in light. Keep us to such an end, 
we beseech Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
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AGAIN, Lord, we come unto Thee, as another 
day closes upon us ; again, as the darkness of night 
overshadows us, we fly to Thy protecting arm ; we 
seek Thine aid and blessing. And we come in .confi- 
dence, for we know we have a Mediator, through 
whom we can come; an Intercessor ready to plead our 
cause, and to strengthen our trust in a merciful result, 
by giving to us His Holy Spirit. Lord, look upon 
us; be gracious unto us. We would be Thine in 
spirit, as we are in name. We have tasted of the 
pleasures of life, and found them very bitter ; we 
have joined the amusements of the world, and behold 
they were very fleeting, and have left neither satisfac- 
tion nor comfort. We have given way to fancies and 
hopes, which, being built on no surer foundation than 
this world can afford, have fled, and left only disap- 
pointment and vexation of spirit, for they were vanity 
itself. Lord, Thou knowest how much and often the 
things of time have engrossed us ; have claimed and had 
our entire service, even to the shutting out of all thought 
of Him who died to redeem us from this world, and 
its vain pleasures. Do Thou make this our own 
confession sincere as it is true ; and oh, make it our 
daily confession, that we may ever have in remem- 
brance our weakness and frailty, and, experiencing 
Thy strength, may come to Thee through Christ; 
may seek Thee by Him with fervor and affection, 
and learn to bless Thy holy name, for His sake our 
Saviour. Amen. 
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WE would come and worship and fall down, and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker, for Thou, God, 
art our God for ever and ever. Thou gavest us life, 
and Thou preservest it; Thou hast showered down 
benefits upon us innumerable, and it is in Thee alone 
we live, and move, and have our being. Humble us, 
therefore, good Lord ; make us sensible of our entire 
dependence upon Thee; grant us grace to feel and 
know that the smallest thing we possess is Thy gift ; 
that every event is ordered by Thy providence, and 
that without Thee we can do nothing. And then draw 
us to Thee; lead us by the cords of love and holy gra- 
titude. Awaken in us a due sense of Thy mercies and 
goodness; an ever active perception of Thy power 
working in and for us. Whether we rise to the duties 
of another day, or lie down at its close to seek re- 
freshing sleep, keep us stayed upon Thee ; that we 
may find in Thee a very present help, to soothe in 
affliction, to give peace in the hour of trouble, and 
to increase our rejoicing when pleasure comes. But 
above all, lead us to a saving faith in Thy dear Son, 
without whom all our doings are nothing worth ; give 
us an unwavering confidence in His all -sufficiency 
with Thee for us, that we may come by Him ever to 
Thee, pleading only His name and merits, and trust- 
ing only to Thy mercy through Him, to whom with 
Thee and the Holy Ghost, we would ascribe all honor, 
praise, and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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O LORD God, high and holy, look upon us. 
Thou hast promised that, where two or three are 
gathered together in Thy name, Thou wilt he in the 
midst of them. And we are now met in Thy name, 
most holy Saviour ; we have come together, ere the 
night end, and ere we lie down to rest again, to ask 
Thy favor, Thy protection, and Thy blessing for this 
family and household. Regard us with Thy favor, 
and sanctify us for the work we have in hand, com- 
munion with Thee in prayer. Bless us in our several 
relations ; make us to regard each other as equally 
objects of Thy fond care ; as each having the same 
interest in Thy death, the same benefit in Thy resur- 
rection. Enable us to understand our several duties, 
that both master and servant, remembering to whom 
we must give account for execution of them, may be 
led to act with fidelity and zeal ; with an honest and 
simple desire to shew forth Thy glory, by benefiting 
each other as much as in us lies. Take away from 
us all desire for our own individual good, where it 
interferes with the good of others; be Thou our 
example, in that Thou wen test about doing good, 
seeking to benefit and to bless whithersoever Thy 
steps turned. And keep us from all hypocrisy and 
deceit ; make us as open as if we could have nothing 
to hide ; and plead Thou our cause with Thy Father 
and our Father, and be our blessing in time as Thou 
art our hope for eternity, for Thou art a merciful 
Saviour, and our Lord and God. Amen, 
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O ALMIGHTY God, who didst send Thy dear 
Son into the world to save sinners ; and didst subject 
Him to all the temptations and trials to which we are 
subject, that He might be a righteous Judge and 
Saviour ; mercifully grant that we may use such ab- 
stinence as shall subdue within us every evil passion 
and desire, every motion which accords not with the 
purity of Thy gospel. May we remember what He 
bore for us and our salvation ; what He underwent, 
to secure to us benefits which nothing else could pur- 
chase, blessings which none else could obtain. Oh, 
may we never be permitted to forget how He was 
bruised for our iniquities; and how the chastisements 
of our peace was upon Him, whilst with His stripes 
we are healed. And then inspire us with such grati- 
tude, such love, and such an ardent desire to shew 
them forth in our life and conversation, that we may 
indeed adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in all 
things ; that we may walk worthy of our calling in 
Christ Jesus ; that we may seek to live ever in the 
Spirit, and from Him to learn the things which belong 
unto our peace, before they be hid from our eyes. 
Yea, Lord, so fit and prepare us during our sojourn 
here, that, whenever the summons to depart hence 
shall come, we may welcome it with joy as a message 
of gladness, from our Saviour and Redeemer in whose 
name we ask, and further pray unto Thee as He 
Himself has taught us : — Our Father, 
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GOD, who art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity; yet who wouldest not the death of a sinner, 
be gracious unto us; for we have sinned often and 
grievously, and jet we know that, if Thou regardest 
us not, we are undone, for our hope of salvation is 
in Thy favor alone. O God, how shall we appear 
before Thee ; with what offering shall we come. We 
dare to kneel in Thy presence, not trusting in our 
own merits ; not claiming anything of ourselves, but 
trusting simply and singly to Him who is our life, 
even to Jesus, our Saviour and our King. Under the 
shadow of His name we would approach Thee, and 
ask that His merits may plead for us ; for each one 
of us at Thy throne ; that for His sake, Thou wilt be 
gracious unto us and accept us ; that Thou wilt wash 
out all our iniquities, and cleanse us from our secret 
sins ; that Thou wilt renew a right spirit within us, 
and soften our stony hearts. O God, Thou art very 
merciful, but justice is Thine attribute, therefore, 
lest we sin and die unrepentant, be Thou mer- 
ciful unto us now, and forgive us all our sins ; blot 
out our offences ; make our sorrow sincere, our con- 
trition hearty, and lead us in the way everlasting; so 
shall our sorrow be turned into joy, our affliction 
into peace, and we shall have comfort and hope, and 
Thy peace which passeth all understanding. Oh 
grant this, and all those things beside which we so much 
need, but which, from our weakness and ignorance 
we cannot ask, for Thy dear son's sake, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GOD, our refuge and strength, there is none 
like unto Thee. We have heard of other gods, but 
they are the work of men; they spring from evil 
imaginations, or rise out of vain thoughts. We follow 
them not ; we see no profit in them, and can find no 
advantage from them. But Thou showerest down 
benefits, and vouchsafest blessings, and mercy is Thy 
darling attribute. We cry unto Thee, and Thou 
answerest, for we are the work of Thy hands, and 
Thou preservest, as Thou hast created all things. 
Yet, O Lord, we have not given our hearts to Thee; we 
have been content to let Thee, as we imagined, share 
them with another, for profit and pleasure have had 
a portion of that which Thou hast claimed for Thyself. 
We have not given Thee our hearts, though Thou 
hast asked the gift; though Thou hast besought us in 
gentle accents, sweetened by promises, we have re- 
fused. O Lord, how can we then approach to ask 
anything from Thee ; how can we plead with Thee. 
We cannot. But Jesus Christ ever liveth to make 
intercession for us, and in His name we come ; not 
presumptuously, but as humble penitents. Humble 
us, therefore, good Lord, that we may receive the 
things we shall ever ask of Thee in prayer, through 
Him, and put away our sins from us. Subdue in our 
hearts all love which may interfere with our love to 
Thee, and accept us for the sake of Thy beloved, as 
sons and daughters, and bless and keep us now and 
for evermore. Amen. 
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O MOST holy Lord, who can express Thy praise, 
or who declare Thy mercy; angels and archangels 
pass their eternity of existence in hymning it, and 
end not, for no power can do it justice ; their work 
and their pleasure is alike ; they wait to do Thy bid- 
ding, and so add to their expressions of grateful love, 
and adoring praise. And such must be the ready 
occupation of Thy redeemed ; such the busy, willing 
employment of those, who, having washed themselves 
and made them clean in the blood of the Lamb, shall 
stand in Thy presence evermore, and behold the ful- 
ness of the glory and majesty of their Redeemer and 
their God. And shall we, whose blessings are renewed 
every morning, and continued every day; who are 
receiving mercies continually and in great abundance 
from Thee, be silent ; shall we refuse to prepare our- 
selves here for our hoped-for employment hereafter. 
Alas ! we live as if our lives had no reference to the 
future ; as if all our work on earth were to eat, drink 
and be merry ; to take our ease ; to accumulate of 
this world's goods, and to rejoice only in the things 
of time and sense. O Lord, send Thy Holy Spirit 
into our hearts to remove this awful delusion; to 
teach us better things ; to persuade and lead us unto 
Thee here, that we may be with Thee hereafter; to 
shew us, as we must know it in time, the work we have 
to do through eternity; and so to seal us Thine by a 
covenant of obedience and love, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our God and Saviour. Amen. 
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HEAR us, good Lord, and for Jesus Christ's 
sake, receive our prayer. Look upon us, at the 
closing of another week, and accept our tribute of 
praise and thanksgiving. Thou hast blest us by 
the preservation of aur bodies from sickness and 
disease ; Thou hast kept death from us, and we come 
with our wonted strength into Thy presence, to give 
ourselves, now that we have health to devote to Thy 
service, to Thee in all humility, but with an earnest 
desire to be Thy servants indeed. We know that we 
have often professed to do this; we remember our 
baptismal vow, whereby we were bound to obey and 
serve Thee, and to walk in Thy commandments all 
the days of our life. We can call to mind that so- 
lemn day when, before Thee and the congregation of 
Thy people, we renewed that vow, and repeated our 
promise ; and we do not forget Thy sabbaths, those 
holy seasons during which we have entered into Thine 
house, and professed to learn more of Thee, to know 
more of our duty, and to worship Thee in sincerity and 
truth. And yet, Lord, how far have we been from 
doing this ; if our lips have shewed forth Thy praise, 
how little have our lives kept pace with their utter- 
ance. Oh make us now sincere ; let no deceit dwell 
in our hearts; root out all iniquity thence; and plant 
therein holy desires, and heavenly imaginings, and 
stay us by Thy good Spirit, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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O GOD, high and holy, Thou hle3sed and glo- 
rious Jehovah, we Thy sinful creatures will come 
unto Thee, for Thou hast promised never to cast out those 
that come, and with Thee are blessings for evermore. 
In Thy presence is eternal joy; Thou art the foun- 
tain of happiness, which can flow from no other 
source, however diligently men may seek it here; 
however earnestly they may long for it from earth. 
Oh, teach us, to receive this truth as truth, and to act 
in its teaching, that we may not build on the sandy 
and shifting foundation of this world's gifts ; on the 
delusive promises of life, and the fleeting insubstan- 
tial things of time, but may rest on the one foun- 
dation which is laid for all, even Christ the Lord. 
And enable us, of this household, devoted to Thee by 
solemn and oft repeated communion, so to build; 
make our> house one of a heavenly structure, raised 
in faith, that when time shall stay his course, when 
our breath fails, and friends can avail nothing ; when 
riches, and honors, and goods are vain to hold life 
back from its distant flight, we may feel we have a 
home, a resting place, and possessions which cannot 
be taken from us, but which only death can make 
more surely ours; and so welcome the message which 
summons us to the judgment seat. holy Lord 
God, prepare us for this sure change, that, if it come 
to night, even now, we may be ready, prepared to 
meet our Judge with joy, even Jesus Christ, our 
Mediator with Thee. Amen. 
R 
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O LORD, our God, we would dedicate this early 
portion of Thine own day, and a new week, more es- 
pecially to Thee, and Thy service; we would ask 
Thee to regard us, as met in faith, and to answer us, 
because our united prayers offered to Thee only in the 
name, and for the sake of Thy dear Son, call for Thy 
mercy and love. Oh, let a solemn sense of Thy 
presence engage our minds, and call us more entirely 
from all thought of things in time, to a close com- 
munion with Thee, lest our petitions be but empty 
words, and our bended knees a profitless form; lest 
our hearts become harder by the very words which 
ask Thee to soften them. This is Thine own day, 
which Thou hast claimed for Thyself, and in which 
Thou wouldest have all men to hasten to Thee in the 
assembly of Thy people ; to join a holy congregation 
in their Sabbath day's devotions ; to hear Thy word, 
and to listen to Thine appointed ministers. Enable 
us to do Thy will as its hours pass away, that we may 
have comfort, and peace ; that we may be blessed with 
approving consciences, and have the witness of Thy 
Spirit with our own spirits that we are Thy children 
indeed ; children who have flown, in full confidence, 
and heavenly trust, to a loving parent for protection 
and safety, and who have found rest. Yea, Lord, so 
bless us and keep us henceforth, and establish in 
every good word and work to our lives' end, for Thy 
dear Son's sake, our Saviour, Redeemer, and God. 
Amen. 
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O GOD of truth, and righteousness, from whom 
only proceed all good things, pour into our hearts 
such a love of Thee, that we may seek to know Thy 
will, and to be led into all truth ; that we may desire 
it more than gold, yea than much fine gold, and es- 
teem it as sweeter than honey and the honeycomb. 
Enable us to see its importance, and that, without 
attaining to it, we are but groping in the darkness of 
spiritual ignorance, and trusting to the vain and 
stumbling guides which this world may afford, the 
end of whose ways is the blackness of darkness for 
ever. And so endue us with the graces of Thy Holy 
Spirit; so guide, direct, and govern us, that, whilst we 
are seeking, each in his station and office, to attain 
to that wisdom which may fit us to adorn our place, 
and to do our duty to our fellow men, we may not fail, 
or come short of the mark. Give us a more earnest 
desire and longing, day by day, after the only lasting 
and substantial wisdom, an apprehension of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. Humble us, that we may attain to 
it; subdue in us every haughty imagination, every 
proud thought, every high look; take from us all 
boast of intellectual greatness, and enable us to regard 
all earthly possessions of mind or body as nothing in 
comparison with the saving truths which Thy Gospel 
teaches. Thus may we find where real happiness is, 
and whence it springs, and rejoice evermore in Thy 
truth, which is able to save us, through Jesus Christ, 
who is our truth, our Saviour and our God. Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, receive us as 
we approach Thee in the name of our blessed Redeem- 
er, and apply His redemption to the souls of each one of 
us, with saving efficacy. Draw us to the fountain of 
His blood, that we may wash and be clean; that we 
may, one and all, be purified from the sinful defile- 
ments which each day's intercourse with the world 
may bring, and strengthened to resist the assaults of 
the evil one, who is ever lying in wait to snare souls, 
and to keep them in that bondage which the deluded 
worldling calls pleasure. O Lord, do Thou awaken 
us to our danger from his constant assaults, his 
cunning devices, and deep laid snares. Let Thy 
Holy Spirit open our understandings, that we may 
know them as they arise, and be able to perceive when 
we are tempted to stray from, or to forget Thee, that 
we, having Thee in all our thoughts, Thy love as 
our chief good, and constant aim, we may fear no 
evil, but go on our way rejoicing, stedfast in faith, 
firm in hope, confident in Thy promises, and knowing 
that, when this earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved, 
we have a habitation, not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. Lord, turn our eyes thitherward ; 
make our hearts beat for that home, as for our chief 
good, the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus, 
and keep us eyer in the way to it, that we wander not, 
nor stray. And these things we ask, O God, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our Redeemer and God. Amen. 
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WE will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised; we will magnify His holy name. He has 
done wondrous things for us, whereat we rejoice ; He 
has dealt mercifully with us, therefore, will we 
proclaim His goodness day by day : our song shall be 
of Him early in the morning, and at eventide will we 
speak of Him. Lord, such are the breathings of 
our spirits, when Thou hast quickened us ; such is 
the language of our lips when Thou dost open them ; 
but if Thou art not with us; if we withdraw ourselves 
from Thee, and seek not Thine aid, we go backward ; 
we rejoice in things of time; we are absorbed in 
pleasure ; business lays a heavy hand upon us, and 
this world becomes our stay. Yet Thine arm is not 
shortened ; still Thy Spirit strives with us ; the 
voice of conscience restlessly whispers within of our 
Redeemer, and tells of a gracious Saviour, and we lie 
down on our beds, sometimes, in sorrow that we have 
forgotten Thee, and been heedless of Thy command- 
ments ; though alas, too often, as if we were our own 
masters, and as if there were no God. O good Lord, 
let that Holy Spirit not only strive with us this night, 
but, ere we sleep, let Him convince us of our folly, 
our iniquity, our sin ; let Him draw us unto Thee, O 
merciful God, by the silken cords of Thine unceas- 
ing love. And accept these our feeble though 
earnest aspirations, and heart-felt prayers, for the sake 
of Him, who is our strength, even Christ our Sa- 
viour, Thy dear Son. Amen. 
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O LORD, our Maker, from whom all good things 
do proceed; Thou Governor of the Universe, who 
orderest all things according to Thy will and plea- 
sure, let Thine eye of love and mercy be ever upon 
this family and household. Keep us under Thine 
especial protection and guidance; let no evil come 
nigh our dwelling. Preserve us from the warring of 
the elements, from all danger by storm or tempest ; 
from pestilence and disease ; and may Thy chastise- 
ments lie ever lightly upon us. Yea, Lord, correct 
us, but in mercy, not in Thine anger, lest Thou bring 
us to nothing. We do, alas, continually deserve pu- 
nishment at Thine hand ; we too often disobey Thy 
holy commandments ; we refuse to learn Thy will ; 
we seek this world's goods, we indulge imagination, 
and vain conceit ; we wrap ourselves in our own fan- 
cies. We seek for profit, and we pant after gain ; self 
has the mastery, and self love deceives us every 
day. Yet, Lord, Thou sparest us; Thou givest 
us further time to repent and return unto Thee. 
Make us day by day more openly to acknowledge 
Thee in all this ; may Thy name be more reverenced 
amongst us; Thy law more studied; Thy nature 
more reflected upon; and may we ever approach 
Thee with reverence and godly fear, yet with a holy 
confidence that Thou art our God, and wouldest not 
that the least of us should perish. Accept us now, 
Lord, and answer our petitions, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, our God and Lord. Amen. 
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O LORD, and heavenly Father, we again claim 
Thine ear, to hear oar prayer, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Another day is taken from the sum of oar lives ; 
though death be far from us, yet is it day by day 
nearer, because certain, and it may be at hand. Shall 
we, O Lord, delay to prepare for its coming; shall 
we wait for a convenient season to set our house of 
the flesh in order. gracious Lord, teach us hea- 
venly wisdom ; purify us from such vain and deceit- 
ful notions; show to us how the present, and the 
present only, is our convenient season. For now we 
have health, and time ; now we are in full possession 
of intellect; now the word is brought near unto us ; but, 
when this hour is past, what hour can we call our own ; 
in which dare we promise to ourselves that we shall 
turn unto Thee in sincerity of heart, and warmth of 
affection, as to our best friend, our dearest object, 
our loving, tender Guardian, Father, Protector. Dis- 
pel from us, and all near and dear to us, every 
delusion of the evil one, which may lead us from 
thoughts of eternity, to the vanities of time ; which 
may serve to rivet our affections to this uncertain 
and fleeting life, instead of having them raised by 
Thy Spirit to Him, who merits more than we can 
give, could we give life and all we have for Him, 
even Thy dear Son, in whose prevailing name we 
come and further in His own words pray: — Our 
Father 



248 WEDNESDAY AFTEB THIRD 

MORNING. 

I 

O GOD, who hast the thoughts of all men in Thy 
presence, who knowest them long before we ourselves 
can tell of them, we humbly beseech Thee by Thy 
Holy Spirit to sanctify ns, that our minds may not 
be tempted to wander, by evil thoughts, from serious 
considerations of Thee and of Thy holiness ; that we 
may not, in the secrecy of our own chambers, when 
darkness closes in, and no eye but Thine is upon us, 
yield to the suggestions of him who goes about seeking 
whom he may devour; who puts all evil imaginations 
into our hearts, and stirs us up continually to indulge 
in thoughts which our tongue would not dare to utter, 
and which we should dread to carry into effect Oh, 
make us to remember that even the thought of fool- 
ishness is sin, and that he who dares to imagine evil ; 
to dwell upon vain, unprofitable, or forbidden things, 
and deems that, by not doing, he thereby escapes 
iniquity, is indeed under condemnation, has forgotten 
Thy law, and despised Thy commandments. And 
more especially preserve us, when we kneel before 
Thee to offer up our petitions, and thanksgivings to 
the throne of mercy and grace, that we [dare not to 
think of aught but the solemn service in which we 
are engaged; that we presume not to give our minds to 
other objects than Thee, since we so make our services, 
our condemnation rather than a means of blessing. 
Lord, in mercy hear us, and now and ever shield 
us for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 249 

EVENING. 



LET Thy mercy, O Lord God, still be extended 
to us, for Jesus Christ's sake. Let Thy Holy Spirit 
be now present with us, to sanctify our prayers. Teach 
us, by that Spirit, to subdue our evil inclinations, and 
to combat against our unruly wills. Enable us to 
perceive our most besetting sins, and not to delude 
ourselves, as we inquire into their extent and cha- 
racter. Suffer us not to err herein, but strengthen us, 
that we may take Thy law as our guide, and follow 
its holy directions, as our only sure law and rule of 
life and conduct, Give us submissive and teachable 
spirits, that we may receive the word of exhortation 
and reproof with humility, meekness, and patience. 
We need instruction much and often ; we require to 
be corrected frequently; yet, O Lord, when Thine 
hand is heavy upon us, we complain, as if naught but 
joy were to be ours, and no disappointment should 
come nigh unto us, as if we were to receive only good 
at Thine hands, and not evil also. Oh, make us, in 
all Thy chastisements, to examine ourselves, whether 
we be in the faith ; to prove our own selves if no 
lurking love of the world, or pleasures, is placed 
between our souls and Thee ; if we are not in the 
broad way. And do Thou, when we so err, call us 
back by the voice of love and mercy, and give us ears 
to hear and hearts to understand it, that we may turn 
to Thee with deep sorrow and contrition, and find 
pardon and peace through our Redeemer, our Saviour 
and God, Jesus Christ Amen. 



250 THURSDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 



O LORD, the Protector of all who trust in Thee, 
and without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, 
draw us to Thyself by the golden cords of Thy love, 
and embrace us with Thy mercy; keep us in all our 
goings, and be our shield and defence in every hour 
of trial and danger. We have been, in mercy, per- 
mitted to hear of Thee, and we have believed that 
Thou art God over all, blessed for ever. We have 
not only been baptised into the faith of our cru- 
cified Redeemer, but we have renewed our vow, 
and often called Thee to witness to our belief. 
We have professed to be the disciples of a loving 
Saviour; and our hearts have sometimes melted at 
the thought of Thy mercy and great kindness. But 
we have often slipped; we have wavered, and doubted 
when pleasure and duty have been before us; we have 
not been ready to proclaim ourselves, in the hour of 
trial, as Thine ; we have dared to hesitate whom we 
would serve, though our hearts told us that the Lord, 
He is the God. Oh, keep us, good Lord, for we have 
not strength in ourselves. Suffer us not to fall away 
from the faith, to neglect the truths we have learned, 
to deny the Saviour who hath redeemed us, and to forget 
Thee our Creator, nor the Holy Ghost, our Sanctifier. 
Let not our record be, that our last state is worse than 
our first ; but enable us to hold fast the profession 
of our faith without wavering, knowing that Thou 
art faithful, who hast promised and wilt perform, for 
the love of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 251 

EVENING. 



LORD, we come before Thee as sinners, lost 
and undone, unless the blood of Jesus has been 
applied to our souls; we come as rebels, under con- 
demnation, unless the purchased pardon of Jesus has 
been secured to us; we come, as unprofitable servants, 
who have wasted and hidden our talents, and against 
whom the uttered sentence must be executed, unless 
the merits of Jesus have been sought to supply our 
deficiency. We come, because we cannot help our- 
selves ; because we know not how to stand unaided ; 
because we cannot run the race that is set before us, 
but by Thy preventing grace. Lord, help us, and 
be merciful unto us. Thou lovest us, we know, because 
Jesus died for us ; and, therefore, we make our cry 
unto Thee, and ask Thee to let Thy light shine 
upon us, and to bless us. And do Thou, O blessed 
Jesus, plead our cause ; take our petitions as Thine own 
to Thy Father and our Father, that we may have joy 
and peace in believing, and may feel that Thy redemp- 
tion has been made effectual on our behalf. And, O 
Holy Spirit, one with the Father and the Son, come unto 
us, and dwell with us. Take away all rebellious and 
angry feelings from our hearts, and implant there the 
seeds of peace, that we may have peace, peace within, 
and peace without; the happy assurance that Thou art 
with us, to bless and preserve us. So shall we glorify 
Thee, Triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 



252 FRIDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 



O LORD, hear our prayer, and let our cry come 
unto Thee. We would offer an early morning 
sacrifice, we would lift up our hearts unto Thee ; we 
would call upon Thee, and plead the name of Jesus. 
Be merciful unto us, O Lord, and give us peace. 
Remove from us every evil thing, and make us to 
love the thing that is good; take from us every 
impure thought, and give us a delight in Thy law 
after the inward man. Direct our feet into Thy paths, 
that we go not with the ungodly, nor run with the 
froward. Keep us in every hour and circumstance 
of life; watch over us in all our goings, and preserve 
us in all our doings, that our feet slip not, and that 
we put not our hands to things which savor not of 
peace. Let Him, who came to be our example as 
well as our Saviour, for He was man as well as God, 
be our eyes' dearest object, our affections' strongest 
hold ; and enable us to make His example our rule of 
life here, as it will assuredly lead us to a life 
hereafter which shall know no end. Yea, Lord, keep 
us, one and all, by Thy great power, in perfect peace; 
give us the consolations of Thy Holy Spirit, the 
approval of our own consciences, the certainty that 
we are Thy Redeemed in Christ Jesus, and that we 
have nothing to fear, since, having died, He has 
risen again to sit at Thy right hand, a Saviour and 
Judge, for whose sake only, we ask of Thee, O God, 
to hear our petitions, and to supply our wants, now 
and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 

EVENING. 



GOD, how mercifully Thou dost deal with us ; 
how patiently and earnestly Thou dost urge us to 
come to Thee, saying to each one of us, day by day, 
and in each act of Thy providence, why will ye die ; 
why refuse the salvation which my Son, mine only 
Son, has bought for you; the rest which is yours 
through Him. Yes, Lord, such is the daily, hourly 
reasoning of Thy Spirit with us, when we see Thy 
providence keeping us from danger, preserving us 
from evil, and warding disease from us. When we 
read Thy Holy word, which tells of all Thy love, 
and mercy; man the object, his happiness the end, 
[lis salvation the design, then again we should hear, 
is it were, Thy gracious reasoning and remonstrance 
irith us — Why will ye die. When we seek worldly 
pleasure, which gives no satisfaction ; when we build 
m worldly hopes, which slip from under us as a 
sandy foundation ; once more Thy words should ring 
in our ears, and Thine exceeding earnestness that not 
>ne sinner may die, should arouse us to serious, 
instant consideration. O Lord, enable us to consider; 
strengthen us to weigh our state, to look upon 
ourselves as we are, and, in Thy word, to see ourselves 
is we might and ought to be, and then draw us yet 
more and more by the cords of Thy love, and subdue 
5ur fleshly natures, that we may come unto Thee, 
naked, to be clothed by Thee, to obtain the graces of 
rhy Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our God and 
Lord. Amen. 



254 SATURDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

O GOD, most merciful and mighty, O holy and 
blessed Jehovah, who madest all things, and hast in 
Thine own hands, the spirits of all Thy creatures, 
moulding them as it seemeth good unto Thee; 
hear our prayer, for we would have Thee, in mercy, 
to take our spirits, and to fashion them to the likeness 
of His, who took our nature upon Him, that He might 
teach us man's duty, power, and responsibility. He 
walked, in His human nature, as we do, through this 
naughty world, subject to temptations, suffering from 
poverty, and despised by His own people, whom He 
came to save. He bore reproach, all undeserved ; un- 
kindness, where love should have abounded ; and yet 
was He kind, patient, forgiving; ready to help in 
every hour of distress, to alleviate in every case of 
misery, and to cure every disease. He went about 
doing good, for His work was to do His father's will. 
Oh, help us, Thy redeemed children, to do this work 
also ; to remember that, in Christ, we are heirs of an 
eternal inheritance ; that, if we walk as he walked, 
then shall we be where He is, even at Thy right hand. 
But we cannot do this without Thine aid ; for, unless 
the Spirit help us, we can neither do Thy will here, 
nor be with Thee hereafter. For Christ's sake, be 
merciful unto us now, send Thy Holy Spirit to dwell 
in our hearts, to lead us into all truth, and to keep 
us in the steps of Him, who is gone before, even of 
Him our Saviour, and bless us now and ever, for His 
sake, Jesus Christ Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 255 

EVENING. 

WITH the close of another week, Almighty 
God, we come into Thy presence. Open our mouths, 
we beseech Thee, that we may speak Thy praise. Let 
our lips tell of Thee, and our tongues utter Thy won- 
ders. Though we are rebels, Thou art merciful ; 
though we forget Thee, and act frowardly, Thou still 
regardest us, and, remembering the death of Thine 
own dear Son, doest so in mercy. Pity pleads for us, 
and Jesu's voice obtains a respite. We are not dealt 
with according to our deservings, but we are, in great 
mercy, spared a little while, that we may acknowledge 
our transgressions, that we may repent us of our sins, 
that we may seek Thee and Thy pardoning grace, 
and, through Christ our Mediator, may have assur- 
ance of forgiveness, and peace. O Lord, let us not 
henceforth spend the time vouchsafed for such a pur- 
pose in sin ; let it not pass us unheeded, as a useless 
thing, but make us to remember that each minute 
wasted will witness against us at the last ; each hour 
misapplied will call for judgment upon us. And, 
with this awful truth upon our minds, take us into 
Thine house on the morrow, that we may, through 
Thine appointed ordinances, seek Thee with fervor 
and holy desire, that we may profit by Thy word, and 
have an answer to our prayers; and that, finding Thy 
promise assured to us, we may come away filled with 
heavenly joy and comfort, to the glory of Thy name 
in Christ Jesus. Amen. 



256 FOURTH SUNDAY 

MORNING. 



O GOD Almighty, who hast given us an assurance 
of happiness and peace to come; who hast sealed us 
the children of promise ; of Thy promise of heavenly 
things ; enable us, we beseech Thee, to see Thy mercy 
and goodness in this great act, and to value it as we 
ought We do not value Thy gifts, O Lord, else 
should we seek them. As a nation, we sin continually 
by neglecting Thee, by despising Thy law, and out- 
raging Thy commandments ; as a household, we for- 
get Thee continually, and prefer our own interests, to 
our duty; we look to ourselves and what we call 
pleasure here, and think not of a Saviour and bliss 
eternal hereafter. As individuals we busy ourselves 
in matters which have no profit; in affairs which 
concern us not ; we run here and there, and would do 
aught rather than serve Thee. O Lord, against how 
many thousands shall judgement pass this day, be- 
cause they will not know it as Thine ; because they 
will not remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
And yet they, together with us, are the children of 
promise; a promise we all despise, and so forfeit 
Oh, let Thy Spirit now strive with us, and bring us 
to better thoughts, and holier actions; let His hea- 
venly aid be our stay, and a Saviour's dying love, our 
comfort. Take us to Thine house in holy fear and 
joy; and enable us to worship Thee there in the 
beauty of holiness, that we may rejoice in it as Thine 
house which Christ Himself hallows by His presence, 
for His sake. Amen. 



IN LENT. 257 



EVENING. 



LORD, we are in bondage unto sin, which reign- 
eth in our mortal bodies ; and we are subject unto 
the power and dominion of the devil. He leads us 
captive as he will, and often, the while, persuades us 
that we are walking in the light ; he makes the false 
glare of error, and the fancied enjoyment of evil, to 
appear as the true shining of the Sun of righteous- 
ness; he makes us believe that the appearance in Thy 
temple, the bending of the knee, the bowing of the 
head, fasting, and stated prayers, are all meritorious, 
and that, when we have done these, we are acceptable 
in Thy sight, that we have spent our Sabbath as a day 
of rest; that we have remembered to keep it holy. 
Yea, Lord, we know that sin is the purchased birth- 
right of all men, that all have sinned, and become the 
children of wrath; but do we act, have we this day 
acted as if our hearts were affected by this truth. 
Have we in sincerity worshiped Thee; have we 
come to Thee, as helpless and unclean, to be strength- 
ened and purified ; as hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness, that we might be filled, have we felt 
that we are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under 
Thy table, and yet that Thou wilt feed sufficiently all 
who come to Thee. Oh, read our hearts, and deal 
with us according to Thy mercy in Christ Jesus; par- 
don our short comings this day, and strengthen us for 
the future; give us an entire and abiding faith in 
Thee, and Thy dear Son, and for His sake be our 
Governor, and help us by Thy Holy Spirit, that our 
Sabbaths may be Sabbaths indeed. Amen, 
s 



258 MONDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O GRACIOUS Lord, look upon un as a nation, 
and in pity regard the Church of this land. See the 
iniquity that abounds among professing Christians ; 
behold the sins which even those who are named by 
the holy name of our Redeemer are daily committing, 
thus doing despite to Thy Spirit, trampling underfoot 
the cross of Christ, and putting Him to open shame. 
Week after week opens with Thy Sabbath, and thous- 
ands congregate as if to worship Thee; but, forgetful 
of all their profession, and the solemn engagements 
which they so lately acknowledged in Thy house of 
prayer, they rush again into the world, they begin this 
day, as if Thou wert asleep to their doings, or be- 
heldest them only on Thy day of rest. Fraud is used, 
falsehood prevails ; the love of money sways ; ambi- 
tion leads its votaries; and pleasure drugs the souls 
of multitudes. Oh, do Thou rise in Thy strength to 
rebuke these things ; do Thou speak terribly to us, 
that we may amend, lest ruin pursue us, and we fall 
in our sins. Thou hast warned us in Thy word ; Thy 
threatenings are plain and fearful ; make us to bear 
them, and to pause in our career. Let each heart 
tremble ; may we be led to look well to our ways and 
doings, and may we seek Thee, not only in Thine 
house, and on thy Sabbaths, but day by day) and every- 
where, in every act, under all circumstances. And 
bless us as a nation ; keep Thy church among us, a 
shining light; its members living stones, through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour and God. Amen, 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 259 

EVENING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, it is a fearful thing to fall 
into Thy hands, for judgment is Thine, and we know 
that Thou wilt in no wise excuse the guilty. Which 
of us is this night ready to meet Thee face to face ? 
Lord, put this question to us, hy Thy Spirit; press 
it home upon us ; make our hearts to feel and ac- 
knowledge its importance; and oh, grant that we 
deceive not ourselves in the reply we give. Let us 
not fall into the delusion that, because we rose from 
our beds this morning in safety, and are now in health 
and strength, therefore, we are secure for tonight also; 
for who can call even the passing moment his own, 
much less the future, in its nearest minute. Time is, 
but it shall not be; the existence of today must cease; 
and the hour of our dissolution will come. O Lord, 
enable us to reflect on this solemn truth, with the se- 
riousness of one who feels his all depends upon the 
result. To neglect now, may be to secure condemna- 
tion at that day, when every word, and deed, and 
thought shall be brought to remembrance, and every 
neglected opportunity rise as a witness against us 
before the great Judge. And now, Lord, bless us ; 
let Thy blessing be ours in and through this our even- 
ing meeting; accompany us by Thy Spirit to our 
chambers; deal with us in mercy and pity; keep us 
from all danger, and strengthen us in the faith, that 
we may trust only in Hinr-who is our Mediator with 
Thee to plead now* and ever for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord and God. Amen. ' 



260 TUESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 



O LORD God, great and glorious, Thou Giver of 
all good things, and sole Author of every blessing, how 
little have we deserved at Thine hands, and yet how much 
have we received. We have had no claim, and yet Thy 
bounty has been unfailing; we could look for nothing, 
and yet Thy goodness has kept, and provided for us. 
We have not walked in Thy ways, and yet Thou hast 
preserved us when danger was nigh ; and, when sick- 
ness was round about, Thine arm shielded us. O 
Lord, make us thankful for all these undeserved 
mercies and blessings ; yea, enable us to express our 
thankfulness in deed, as well as in word; to tell of Thy 
goodness, and to walk in Thy law. Thus, Lord, may 
we prove ourselves to all men to be Thy disciples. 
And, if Thou hast denied us any good thing; if Thou 
hast withheld the thing we asked for, let not our 
mouths complain ; close our lips against the utter- 
ance of one murmur, or of any evil; let not discontent 
lay hold on us. Teach us to see a merciful Provi- 
dence overruling every event; turning all things not 
only to Thy glory and honor, but to the good of Thy 
creatures. And enable us to use the good we have as 
not abusing it. Shew us the great abundance of 
blessings which surround all, even the lowest and 
most mean of Thy creatures, for unto the poor is the 
gospel, that store house of every good for both soul 
and body, preached. And lead us all to its rule as 
our guide, for the sake of Thy dear Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 261 

EVENING. 



LORD, almighty, and eternal, let Thy presence 
hallow our meeting, and our prayers be an evening 
sacrifice acceptable with Thee. We come in faith, 
because Thou hast promised to hear prayer; and 
Thou lovest the petitions of the sincere penitent. 
Thou ever waitest to be gracious unto all men; to 
have mercy, and to forgive. Thou wouldest not that 
any should perish, and Thou hast given a merciful 
earnest and security for this in the death of Thy dear 
Son. Thou hast, indeed, been gracious to Thine 
erring and sinful creatures, in that Thou didst forget 
Thine anger in overflowing love ; and, when we de- 
served punishment, didst offer a medium, through 
which and only which, we might find reconciliation, 
pardon, and peace, and have an eternal inheritance 
secured to us in heaven. Day by day should we kneel 
before Thee in grateful remembrance of Thy goodness 
and mercy. With tongues of praise should we hourly 
acknowledge Thy forbearance, and long-suffering 
towards us. Oh, enable us to do this, we beseech 
Thee ; make us now and ever sincere in our gratitude, 
and humble in our prayers. Give us an entire de- 
pendence upon Thee and Thy love, and strength and 
determination to seek it ever, that we may secure 
more and more of that love ; that we may grow in 
grace and in Thy favor day by day. And grant these 
things, we beseech Thee, for the sake of Him who died 
to make us heirs of eternal salvation, even Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



262 WEDNESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

LORD, Thine hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save ; neither is Thine ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear ; if danger falls upon us, it is not because 
Thou art too weak to ward it off; if our prayers he 
not answered, it is not that Thine ear is sealed by age, 
for Thou knowest not time and its changes ; Thou art 
eternal, and with Thee is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. But our iniquities have sepa- 
rated between us and our God; our sins have hid 
Thy face from us, that Thou wilt not hear. Oh, 
pardon, good Lord, and let the sound of Jesu's name, 
uttered in humble faith, prevail for us. Let it open 
Thine ear to hear, and let it procure an answer, now 
in our hour of prayer. Ere we rise from our knees, 
good Lord, convince each one of us, that, when Thou 
dost not answer, it is because our sins stand in the 
way; and teach us, that we may know, that if aught 
but the name of Jesus have its place between Thee 
and us, there is no hope, no reply, no mercy ours. 
Make us to feel that we have no merits to plead, no 
good works to advance, no saints to call upon, none 
but Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant, the one and 
only Intercessor between Thee and fallen man. And 
make us also to remember that He ever liveth to make 
this intercession, so that we may have confidence, 
and hope, and come ever to Thee, as we now do, as a 
reconciled Father in Him, as One who waiteth to be 
gracious, and who will grant all things good for us; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, Thine only Son. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 263 

EVENING. 



O ETERNAL God, the Source of every good, 
the Author of every blessing; whom to know is eternal 
life ; give us, we beseech Thee, that life. Make it 
ours now by faith, and hereafter in its full and blessed 
reality. But, Lord, teach every one of us to under- 
stand that, though Thy gift, we may refuse to accept 
it ; and that, unless we seek, we cannot find it. We 
have much to do ; the task is ours to secure the prize, 
to run, as in a race, to make our calling and election 
sure ; to work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling. O God, enable us, by Thy grace and Holy 
Spirit, to do this. Pour out upon each one of us 
abundantly of Thy blessing and favor, lest we walk 
under a delusion, and say to ourselves, peace, peace, 
when there is no peace. Our hearts are deceitful ; 
they mislead and deceive, promising things never to 
be performed ; telling of joys, as if ours, which we 
must never know. We rest content in our righteous- 
ness, and bow the knee as a cold duty. We pass the 
greater part of our days in the mists of indifference, 
or in the darkness of error. Ere we go hence, good 
Lord, enlighten us; shew us Thy Son Jesus Christ as 
our only hope, and convince us that an unwavering 
faith in Him is our only hope for safety. Enable us 
ever to walk in His steps, to follow His holy ex- 
ample; and open our mouths ever in the language 
of humble but confiding prayer, and bless this our 
evening service, for His sake, O gracious Lord. 
Amen. 



264 THURSDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 



ALMIGHTY and most merciful God, Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and, therefore, 
refusest to hear the prayer save of the contrite one, 
give us, we humbly beseech Thee, contrite hearts, 
fully sensible of their own naughtiness, of the 
deceit that ever lurks within them, of their pollution 
by nature, and entire alienation from Thee. Yea, 
Lord, implant within us a due sense of this truth, 
and its importance; make us to see it as the root 
of all Christianity; its acknowledgment as the first 
step in grace. And then, good Lord, teach us to come 
to Thee; draw us to Thyself, to be purified and 
cleansed, and shew us the Saviour, whose blood alone 
can effect this. Let us not say, we have done this ; 
we do this Sabbath after Sabbath, in Thine house ; 
day by day at our family altar, and in our own cham- 
bers at sun rising, and when day closes upon us ; but 
shew us, that doing all this, our hearts may even yet 
be corrupt and unclean before Thee, too evil to be 
looked upon by Thine eye of love and mercy. Humble 
us, now, especially in the days of our blessed Lord's 
humiliation, under a full sense of our unworthiness, 
and implant in us a saving faith in Him, an increasing 
love for Him, that He being our Pattern and Guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, we may so 
cleave to Thee here, that finally we lose not the 
things which are eternal; but that we may dwell 
with Thee for ever hereafter. Oh, grant this for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 265 



EVENING. 



LORD, most holy, Thou great and adorable 
God, before whom all flesh mast stand, and with 
whom justice as well as mercy is an unfailing attri- 
bute, receive us in these our supplications, and let 
not Thy wrath be kindled at us, though we have erred 
again this day, and strayed from Thy ways like lost 
sheep. Oh, let Thy dear Son plead for us ; let His 
name prevail on our behalf, and His death be our 
life, through faith. Give us a watchful care over 
ourselves, more especially when we call to mind Thy 
declaration, — " It is impossible but that offences will 
come." Make us to look carefully into every motive 
for action, before we act, and restrain us from acting 
until we feel we can give to Thee the reason which 
impels us ; until we dare to open to Thee our whole 
design, and to ask Thy blessing upon it. We know that 
we do very often offend Thee, because we are not 
-sufficiently watchful in this matter ; because we are 
determined to walk more by sight than by faith ; and 
yet we would not offend Thee, not only because woe 
is denounced unto him through whom offences come, 
but because Thou hast deserved our love and gra- 
titude, because Thou hast purchased each one of us 
unto Thyself, and wouldest not that the least of us 
should perish. Remember not then our offences; 
neither take Thou vengeance of our sins ; spare us, 
good Lord, spare Thy people, whom Thou hast re* 
deemed, and be not angry with us for ever, but accept 
us in the Beloved, for Jesus Christ is our Mediator 
and Saviour. Amen. 



266 FRIDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 



ALMIGHTY Father and God, we rejoice before 
Thee in the light of another day; we praise Thee 
that Thon hast preserved us through the darkness of 
night; that Thy hand has been over us, and that 
Thine arm has protected us. We acknowledge that 
it is of Thy mercy only we are here met together; 
that we have this renewed opportunity to worship Thee 
through our Mediator and Intercessor, and we call 
upon His holy name, as we approach Thee, that our 
offering may be acceptable in Thy sight ; and that we 
may be blessed in it. We see the bright light of the 
morning; it has dispelled the gloom of past hours, 
and\ the sun, its source, goeth forth to do Thy bidding. 
O Lord, do Thou call forth light into our hearts ; do 
Thou bid the Sun of righteousness so to shine in them, 
yea, in each one, that the darkness of sin and error 
which has made them gloomy indeed, may be dis- 
persed, and that the full day may dawn upon us. Lead 
and guide us, O good Lord, that we may henceforth 
walk, as in the day, without stumbling, carefully, and 
quietly; that we may rejoice as those who go forth 
from the refreshment of sleep, and the stillness of 
their chambers, to activity and work, to the full exer- 
cise of faculties and powers which Thou hast given 
us for good. So, Lord, be our Guide and Strength 
this day; so be our Companion, our Friend and Coun- 
sellor, and keep us from sin, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
Jesus Christ Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 267 

EVENING. 

O LORD, our God, we would approach Thee in 
the attitude of humble prayer ; we would come unto 
Thee, with the language of dependent creatures, oh, 
increase our faith, and endue us with the spirit of 
prayer; make us sincere and earnest in these and 
all our petitions to the throne of mercy and grace. 
Enable us to realise more fully than we have 
hitherto done, our entire dependence on Thee, 
and then to use that means of grace which Thou 
hast mercifully appointed, prayer, whereby, in the 
name of Christ, we can approach Thee, can com- 
mune with Thee, and secure from Thee peace, and a 
blessing. Teach us the simplicity of prayer ; that it 
is the sincere expression of a want to Him who can 
remove it, with an humble petition that it may be 
removed. Endue us with such an entire faith in Thy 
promises, in Thy love, and in the many proofs which 
Thou hast given that he who cometh unto Thee shall 
in no wise be cast out, that we may come, pleading a 
dying Saviour's love, and resting only in Thy power 
as all-sufficient to loose us from the bonds of sin, to 
relieve us from the curse of a broken law, to purify 
our corrupt hearts, and to strengthen us in every hour 
of need and trial. Hear us, in this our evening 
service, O good Lord, and answer us, that we may 
retire to our rest with & quiet conscience, and lie 
down to sleep strong in Him who is the strength of 
all believers; to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost 
be all honor and glory now and ever. Amen. 



268 SATURDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD, Thy ways are not as our ways, nor are 
our thoughts as Thine. Thou art love, and Thou shew- 
est forth Thy precious attribute through every moment 
of the life of each of Thy creatures. But we are wedded 
to self; we think first how we may prosper in our 
doings ; how we may profit in our undertakings; and 
then, if we do so at all, we care for others. We seek 
after pleasure, and count not the sacrifice which others 
make to promote it. But Thy pleasure is in Thy crea- 
tures prosperity, Thy profit is in their salvation. Do 
they rejoice, then Thou art glad, because they have seen 
the light of Thy countenance ; for none can rejoice 
where Thou art not. And, O Lord, how our thoughts 
wander from our soul's good, which occupies all 
Thine ; how they are given to profitless speculation, 
when Thine are bent on our salvation. We do not 
study Thy word, therefore, our thoughts are not as 
Thine, for Thine we cannot otherwise know. We 
read it, we hear it, but we ask not the Holy Spirit's 
aid that its sacred lessons may be impressed on our 
hearts, may influence our lives, and rule our conduct 
We do not make it our pleasure, nor can we find 
delight in it, as in the discovery of a rich treasure. 
Let Thy pardoning grace accompany us from this 
hour; go forth with us, we beseech Thee, and 
lead us in the right way, even by Christ our Saviour; 
direct our thoughts, that He may occupy them, and 
that His redemption may be our dearest theme, for 
He is our only Saviour, our Hope unto death. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 269 

EVENING. 



O EVERLASTING God, our Rock and Guide, 
Thou hast ever heen the defence of Thy people in the 
hour of danger, Thou hast been their refuge, in every 
trial, and their stronghold when temptation assailed; 
and Thou art ever present with those who seek Thee, 
with diligence, earnestness, and perseverance, through 
Him who is t]ie way, even our Saviour Jesus Christ 
When blackness comes upon any of Thy creatures 
through sorrow or affliction, then Thou lovest to shed 
the beams of Thy mercy upon their fainting souls ; 
when any are weary, then Thou delightest to lead and 
support them; to refresh their burdened spirits. 
And Thou guidest them in mercy by the waters of 
comfort ; Thou showest them where is rest, and they 
are refreshed by Thee. Such, Lord, we acknow- 
ledge, with thankfulness and gratitude, has been Thy 
dealing with us ; we have seen and felt Thy love, and 
our hearts have rejoiced in Thy salvation. Forsake 
us not now, good Lord ; leave us not, nor desert us, 
but be Thou our ever present help; stay us by Thy 
good Providence ; bless our rest this night, make it 
a quiet preparation for the duties of the morrow, 
that we may rise refreshed, and anxious to enter into 
the courts of Thy house, because Thou hast loved 
us. And we would thus shew our love, though 
faint it be, in return; we would endeavour to worship 
Thee in the beauty of holiness, and we would seek 
more of Thy Holy Spirit to aid and guide us in all 
our doings, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



270 FIFTH SUNDAY 

/ * 

MORNING. 



GOD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
the God, not of the dead, but of the living. Thou 
who hast declared Thyself from time to time to Thy 
creatures, and hast proclaimed Thy law. Awaken us, 
we pray Thee, to such a living faith, that we, being 
no longer dead in trespasses and sins, may have Thee 
as our God, and live unto Thee all the days of our 
life. Lord, on this day, Thine own appointed day of 
rest, give to our disquieted spirits rest and comfort ; 
make them to own this as a Sabbath indeed, free from 
the disturbance of sin, the unrest of iniquity, the 
excitement of worldly pleasure or profit. Enable us 
to appreciate Thee more than we have hitherto done ; 
to understand Thee better. Take us into Thine house ; 
accompany us there by Thy Spirit; watch over us, 
and whilst there restrain our thoughts. Open our 
understandings and our hearts, that we may hear and 
comprehend the words of Thy law, and the instruc- 
tion of Thy ministers, and so return to our home, 
rejoicing in the holy privilege vouchsafed to us by 
Thy mercy. Yea, Lord, grant that we may bring away 
with us, and feed on, the bread of life which has been 
broken to us, that our souls may be satisfied. And 
do Thou also bless, in like manner, all near and dear 
to us, wheresover they may be; satisfy them with 
Thy Spirit; so shall many praise Thee for Thy good- 
ness, and glorify Thy holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



IN LENT. 271 

EVENING. 

ETERNAL God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and of all who come unto Thee by Him, hear 
our prayers, and receive us as penitent children, 
coming to unburden their sin-laden minds to the 
Giver of pardon, peace, and deliverance. Yet, Lord, 
we have often done this ; we have often taken Thy 
name into our lips, and professed to serve Thee, as 
we have again, this day done, with sincerity and affec- 
tion, whilst our hearts have not been Thine, and we 
must own, that much of hypocrisy has mingled with, 
and rendered ineffectual, our best services, not only 
on this day, but throughout our lives. We have 
professed more than we felt ; we have proclaimed our- 
selves to be sinners, deluding ourselves, the while, 
with the idea, that we were acceptable in Thy sight 
Pardon us, we beseech Thee; give us more real 
knowledge; enable us to see the wis »mof appearing 
only as we arei and of regarding man but as in Thy 
sight; not seeking to please him, except by deeds and 
words which we could justify before Thee. Take 
from us that natural pride, which encourages and 
fosters so much hypocrisy and deceit within us ; and 
humble us in mercy, not with judgment, lest Thou 
bring us to nothing. Oh, lead us, we beseech Thee, 
to the humble Jesus as our Pattern and Guide, and 
bless and keep us now and ever for His sake, for He 
is our Advocate and Mediator with Thee, holy 
Lord God. Amen. 



272 MONDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



ALMIGHTY Lord, gracious and merciful, who 
hast declared, that no man can enter into Thy king-* 
dom unless he be born of water and of the Spirit, 
receive us, who Tiave been born of water, who have 
been baptised in Thy name, and bear upon us the 
mark of a Christian soldier. Endue us, we beseech 
Thee, with Thy Holy Spirit, that we may have mi- 
nistered unto us an abundant entrance into Thy 
kingdom. Enable us to understand the blessed and 
glorious privilege to which we have been called ; to 
value that great benefit which Thou didst mercifully 
confer upon us, when we were admitted into Thy 
church on earth, and made Thy covenant servants in 
Christ Jesus. Alas, it is a privilege we too little value ; 
it is a benefit, we too lightly esteem ; we know not its 
importance, and, therefore, we do not use it as we 
ought. We can esteem earthly titles and privileges, 
and strive after them ; we can obey worldly conditions, 
and perform our covenants to men, with zeal and 
perfectness; but to Thee, God, we turn not; we 
seem to forget Thee, and to walk frowardly, choosing 
our own ways, and hewing out for ourselves broken 
cisterns which will hold no water. O Lord, mercifully 
correct and instruct us ; guide us with the gentleness 
of Thy love ; and, in Thy due time, take us from our 
work here, to that rest which Thou hast prepared for 
all who love Thee, purchased for us by Jesus Christ 
our Mediator and Advocate, through whom we now 
and ever come to Thee. Amen. 



SIJNDAY IN LENT. 273 

EVENING. 



O LORD, another day is closing upon us, and we 
are reminded that time flies fast; another period 
of our lives is now ending, and we are warned to pre- 
pare for that great end, when to us time shall be no 
more; when the angel of death shall give the summons, 
and we shall pass to our last account. Lord, teach 
us the awful import of this daily lesson ; enable us 
to reflect upon it frequently, even every day, as the 
shadows of night curtain us in, and teach us Thy 
lessons in their emphatic silence. It concerns us all 
alike ; each one of us has an equal interest in the 
message ; an equal part in that great work, for, after 
death, must come the judgment. May we learn this 
truth in its completeness; may we value it by its im- 
portance, and be led by Thy Holy Spirit to use the 
talent entrusted to us of reading the book of Thy pro- 
vidence, hourly open before us. We are too fond of 
rest and ease ; we love a little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to sleep. Let Thy trum- 
pet voice startle us to thought ; we dream, let consci- 
ence disturb, and waken us to the reality which sur- 
rounds us ; lest we pass the precious days when Thy 
mercy is offered, and Thy love pleads, and neither 
benefit by, nor accept those freely offered gifts. And 
bless our humble evening sacrifice. May our faith 
be so sincere as to make it acceptable with Thee, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our great High Priest, our 
only hope and stay here and for eternity. Amen. 
T 



274 TUESDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



O GOD, whose name is excellent in all the earth, 
and Thy g] ory above the heavens. Thon who hast mar- 
velously shewn forth Thy power from time to time, in 
great signs and wonders, overruling evil for good, 
and turning the engines of Satan against himself; 
staying np the poor and needy by the bread of Thy 
word, and casting down the rich and fall to misery 
and distress, look upon us, we beseech Thee as a 
nation, visit and help ns. We cry unto Thee for par- 
don of our great sins, for we have, as a people, forgot- 
ten Thee ; the multitude go about following their own 
inventions; the few, only the few, O Lord, seek Thee. 
Satan holds us with a strong hand ; but Thou canst 
loosen his grasp, and set us free. Oh, deliver us, and 
give not Thine heritage to confusion. Pour upon us 
more of the spirit of prayer and supplication; gather 
us together in greater numbers to worship in Thy 
holy temple, that the voice of the multitude in their, 
earnest petitions may be as the sound of many waters; 
of the sea when it is full. And keep us, that we faint 
not ; stay up our hands by Thy Spirit and strengthen 
us in the inner man, that we may speak boldly for. 
Thee ; that we may contend earnestly on Thy behalf; 
that we call upon all who are within our reach to pray 
for the peace of this people and nation, to seek their 
Saviour's interceding love and the Spirit's holy 
strength, and to worship Thee and them, three persons 
and one God for ever and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 275 

EVENING. 

O LORD, who searchest the hearts, and knowest 
the spirits of men, and who perceivest the weakness 
of our nature, he merciful unto us, and let Him, who 
once tried a life in the flesh, that He might redeem 
us unto Himself, plead for us, and he our propitiation 
with Thee. Let Thy Holy Spirit help our infirmities, 
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; 
we do not even apprehend our necessities ; we cannot 
tell our real wants ; we fancy, and we seek a relief, 
hut find none, for Thou hearest only the cry of the 
really necessitous. Enahle us, good Lord, to search 
and try ourselves; to examine ourselves hy Thy 
holy word ; and so to prove our own selves, and then 
to come to Thee as needy, and wanting relief; as 
poor, and requiring Thine aid to give us the only 
gift for which we ought to cry unceasingly, even Thy 
Holy Spirit. We pray not only for ourselves, hut for 
all our relations and friends ; for our neighbors, and 
especially for those who are out of the way ; who are 
sunk in ignorance and sin ; who are earning to them- 
selves the wages of iniquity, and purchasing to 
themselves, despite Thy merciful warnings, Thy often 
repeated threats, that ruin, which must follow on sin. 
Oh, let Thy word go forth with power, open the 
mouths of Thy faithful servants to proclaim it aloud 
and everywhere, that many may daily he converted 
and live ; that many may daily hear of Thee, and believe, 
may daily know that Thou hast redeemed them. And 
grant this for Thy dear Son's sake, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 



276 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 

O LORD our God, arise in Thy might, and shew 
Thy power among us ; let Thy voice startle us, and 
Thy threatenings hreak the sad slumber of negli- 
gence and indifference into which we have fallen. 
Let Thy Holy Spirit shew us our sin, our grievous 
offence against Thee in this cold, and unthinking 
state of life we lead. Thou hast tried to persuade us 
to come unto Thee ; Thou hast gently bid us to seek 
Thee early, and Thou hast promised to receive all 
who come, to be found of all who seek. The Saviour 
of mankind, Thine own eternal Son, has bid us cast 
all our care upon Him, because He careth for us; and 
the Spirit, our Sanctifier, has striven with our spirits 
in gentle accents; but alas, how vain has all this 
influence been; like the voice of the preacher of 
righteousness of old, it has been disregarded by a 
froward and rebellious people. And must we ask for 
a more startling shew of Thy love. Yea, Lord, lest 
we perish. Save us by any means. Shew us that 
Thou hast a favor unto us, though it be by the judg- 
ments which fell upon the wanderers of the wilderness. 
And, oh, save us of this household ; give us faith ; a 
patient, enduring, saving faith; consciences washed 
from the taint of sin; hearts at peace with Thee; 
and hands ever ready to do Thy bidding. Make us 
to be living temples of Thee by the Spirit, and may 
we rest only for salvation on its Rock and Tower, 
even Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor, glory, and dominion 
now and for evermore. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 277 

EVENING. 



O LORD, our Maker, we, the creatures of Thy 
hand, the sustained of Thy providence, come again with 
the voice of supplication into Thy presence, and our 
hearts rejoice that we have an access to Thee in Christ 
our Mediator. Oh, make us to reflect more of His 
likeness, as we approach Thee ; to seek to be more of 
His character; to imitate Him the more, the more 
we feel need of Thy sustaining power, of Thy soul 
renewing grace. And give us singleness of eye to 
see ourselves in the glass of truth ; to read ourselves 
by Thy holy word, and so to learn our need of Thee 
and Thy mercy. Enable us to keep a strict watch r 
that we deceive not ourselves ; that our tongue speak 
no evil, whilst our hand is put forth only for right ; 
that we make not a profession with our lips which our 
daily walk denies ; and teach us a wholesome fear of 
Thee, that we offend not. Thou canst accomplish all 
Thy will in us ; Thou canst strengthen us to fulfil 
Thy law, and keep our feet in the paths of peace. For 
our blessed Lord's sake, be gracious unto us; loose 
the bands of sins which hold us ; and give us the full 
light of Thy countenance, so shall we prosper in all 
our doings ; so shall we have peace with Thee, and 
our own consciences ; so shall we pass through things 
temporal, that finally we loose not the things which 
are eternal. O grant this, we beseech Thee, for Thy 
mercy and love are great, and Thou art ever ready 
to answer the prayer of faith ; and give us that faith, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



278 THURSDAY AFTER FIFTTH 

MORNING. 



O LORD, Thou hast brought us safely to the be- 
ginning of another day ; Thou hast kept us through 
the night from evil and danger, and hast blessed us 
with refreshing rest and sleep. Thy hand has been 
over us, and Thy loving kindness has sheltered us ; 
Thine arm has been stretched forth to protect, and, 
therefore, nothing has done us violence. Make us 
duly thankful for this goodness and continued grace, 
and give us hearts ready to acknowledge them. Do 
Thou this day enable us to shew forth our 'gratitude 
by an unceasing service. May we walk, through all 
its hours, before Thee, in the light of Thy counte- 
nance ; may we strive to please and serve Thee, by 
every act we do, every word we say, and every thought 
which we harbor or indulge. May we struggle against 
every known error, every darling, or indulged sin, 
and seek Thy Spirit's aid to strengthen us, lest temp- 
tation come, and we fall. May we reflect much on 
the life of Him who was tempted, even as we are ; 
who was encompassed with every fleshly infirmity, 
but sinned not. May a thought of that Saviour's life 
animate our zeal, increase our hope, and give us new 
energy and determination to walk with and for Him 
before Thee. May we find Him our choicest, as He 
is, our best, Friend, and may we cleave to Him, as 
to the only Anchor of hope in this world of storms 
and difficulties ; and may Thy blessing attend each 
one of us this day and for ever, for His sake. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 279 

. EVENING. 

O LORD, open Thou our mouths, that we may 
speak Thy praise ; touch our hearts that we may long 
for Thee, seek for Thee, and weary not. Oh how we 
pant for the good things of life ; how we labor early, 
and late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness ; 
if so be we may heap to ourselves riches, and find 
pleasure, and collect around us friends, and secure 
this world's goods. Oh, how the shadows of time dim 
our eyes to the lustre of eternity, and blind our per- 
ceptions of spiritual things. Oh, how we crowd 
together, and follow a multitude to do evil, instead of 
associating with Thy worshiping people, who had rather 
be door keepers in Thy house than dwell in the 
palace tents of wickedness; who look not for their 
pleasure here, nor make their business of things of 
time, but whose delight is in Thy law, in which they 
exercise themselves day and night, and who lay up 
for themselves treasures in heaven, because there are 
their hearts and affections. Let Thy Spirit, we ear- 
nestly pray Thee, strive with us, that we may turn 
and not die ; that we may see our folly and danger, 
as we pursue the worldling's course; that we may 
now, without delay, without waiting for a more 
convenient season, a season which is not, seek Thee ; 
for now Thou mayest be found ; now Thou art nign, 
now Thou urgest us to flee unto Thee. We come, 
Lord; oh, hear, receive, and answer us, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



280 FRIDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



LORD, we have met together, in Thy dear 
Son's name, that Thy blessing may be continued to 
us, and that we may have more strengh to combat this, 
day the evil one than we have hitherto found. We 
war not with flesh and blood, therefore, we seek not 
earthly weapons; we strive not for a mastery with 
men, therefore we ask not human aid; but our warfare 
is spiritual, therefore, we come to Thee to help and 
deliver us. Thou hast promised to be found of all 
who seek Thee; Thou hast declared Thy will to 
succour all who flee unto Thee ; and Thy promise has 
never failed, Thy will has never varied. Thou hast 
said and Thou wilt do it. Oh, enable us then so to re- 
sist the devil, that he shall flee from us. Give us that 
pure and unwavering faith which shall make us bold 
to withstand, and strong to stand, in every assault. 
Shew us that wisdom which is only from Thee, by 
which we may foil him in his cunning, and be ready 
to meet his every attack. Let Thy Holy Spirit in- 
struct us, and especially set before us the example of 
our blessed Lord, who, in the days of His flesh, was 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin ; and who has, 
by His combat with the evil one, taught us how to 
carry on the warfare and to conquer, even by wielding 
the sword of the Spirit, which is Thy word. Oh, help 
us now and ever, that we may have that peace which 
passeth all understanding ; that we may be more than 
conquerors, through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 



Sunday in lent. 281 

EVENING. 

O GRACIOUS Lord, our God, our Governor, to 
Thee must every knee bow, and at Thy name every 
head sink low, for Thou art Lord of all. Thou art 
our Saviour, and shalt one day be our Judge ; Thou, 
Jehovah Jesus, reignest; let men rebel, or the sons 
of men conspire, against Thee, yet Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever ; the sceptre of Thy kingdom is 
a right sceptre, and Thy dominion is over all lands. 
We cannot flee Thy searching eye, which scans our 
very thoughts; we cannot avoid Thy threatened 
wrath, which burnetii as a Are for ever, save that we 
seek, in humble penitence, Thy atoning aid with Thy 
Father, our Father and God. And yet, Lord, we have 
often, and this day also, forgotten Thee, and walked 
according to our own inventions; we have been bold in 
our own presumption; we have stood as masters, when 
we should have bent as slaves. Pardon, oh pardon, 
we pray Thee, good Lord, and plead our cause; re- 
member not our offences, but let Thy love arise, and 
kindle into warmth for us. Oh, grant that we may 
call to mind all Thou didst endure for us, and 
so crucify Thee not afresh. Oh, that we may re- 
member Thy suffering, the scorn Thou didsfcendure 
for us men and for our salvation, and no more put 
Thee to open shame, but let the people know that 
Thou art God, and that we worship Thee as such, one 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



282 SATURDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, whose we 
are and whom we ought to serve, be merciful unto us; 
and bless us. Remember, O Lord, Thy mercies of 
old time; how Thou didst delight to assist Thy 
people, Thy chosen heritage, even Israel ; how Thou 
leddest them, and then, O Lord, so lead and assist us ; 
shew us the paths of righteousness ; tell unto us the 
way in which we ought to go; declare Thy loving 
kindness, and oh, persuade us to flee unto Thee. Be, 
indeed, our Father, tender and compassionate; cor- 
recting, not in anger, lest Thou bring us to nothing. 
We need, O Lord, to turn to Thee with more since- 
rity and zeal than we have hitherto done; we are 
called, by Thy word, Thy love, Thy providential 
dealings, to give ourselves to Thy service with more 
devotion, and truth. Enable us to do this. Make it 
our chief delight, our first desire. Teach us that Thy 
courts are pleasant, and that Thy worship is profitable. 
Make us to see Thee in all things; to trace Thy 
finger in every herb and flower ; to observe Thy pro- 
vidential government in all events, through all time ; 
and in every creature Thou hast made. And enable 
us, hence, by Thy Holy Spirit, to learn daily more 
and more of Thee, and Thy attributes, and require- 
ments, and so daily to become more assimilated to the 
character of Him who is our example, even Jesus 
Christ, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, we 
ascribe all honor, glory, and dominion, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY IN LENT. 283 

EVENING. 

O EVERLIVING God, another evening brings 
us to the mercy seat, and Thy Spirit would have us 
come in holy faith, with cheerful obedience, and rely- 
ing love. But, alas, our nature is corrupt, and we are 
obstinate, self-willed, perverse; we resist that Spirit's 
influence, we withstand His gracious motions, we 
despise His heavenly councils, because we will not 
have Thee to rule over us, because we do not like to 
own a mastery in any but ourselves. Pride reigns 
within us, we seek to be great ; we would realise the 
promise of the serpent to Eve, and be as gods, and so 
we follow him, we obey him, we worship him. O Lord, 
how often we do this, when we vainly think we worship 
Thee. Now, even now, what are our thoughts ; what 
holy desires occupied our minds before this our meet- 
ing; what instruction have we drunk in from Thy 
word; what heavenly truths are now learned and 
stored from our service, to fit us more entirely to 
dwell with Thee for ever. Does not conscience even 
now tell us we are condemned in this thing ; that we 
have been vainly endeavoring to deceive Thee, whilst 
we have deluded ourselves, and that we have thus 
provoked, most justly, Thy wrath and indignation 
against us. Oh, pardon us, we beseech Thee; let 
not our prayers return unto us void, but grant unto 
us a better spirit. Touch our stony hearts, take them, 
O Lord, and give us hearts of flesh, and make this 
hour a preparation for the morrow, that we may pass 
a Sabbath indeed, holy unto Thee, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



284 SUNDAY BEFORE 

MORNING. 

O LORD, Thou art very gracious and merciful^ 
and Thou hast blessed us with the dawn of another 
Sabbath. We are again called to observe another day 
of holy rest ; to give ourselves to services of praise 
and prayer, and to think of Thee and Thy dwelling 
place, even the inheritance which Christ hath pur- 
chased for us, and which is ours, if we only make our 
calling to it, and our election sure. Let Thy Spirit, 
we pray Thee, now descend on each one here present ; 
may His holy influence pervade each heart; and 
kindle in us such desires, and heavenly thoughts, as 
may fit us for Thy service, especially on this Thine 
own day; as may make us learn to enter into Thy 
house, as the place where Thine honor dwelleth, and 
which Thou hast sanctified to Thyself as the house of 
prayer for all generations. Take us there, O God, 
and bless us whilst there ; keep us from wandering 
thoughts, from evil and vain imaginations ; close our 
minds to the world, its business, its pleasures, its 
allurements ; and, when we leave its sacred portals, 
let us remember that it is still Thy day, a day of holy 
rest, of heavenly quiet ; a day for serious thought, 
and deep meditation ; for close self-examination, and 
secret prayer ; a day over which we have no control, 
but, to misuse one moment of which is sin. Tea, 
Lord, impress this truth upon us, and strengthen us 
to walk in it this day and ever, for the sake of Him, 
who, whilst in the flesh, observed it, even Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 



EASTER- 285 



EVENING. 



O LORD, our Maker, and Governor, ere this Thy 
day of sacred rest close upon us, and we seek our 
chambers for the refreshment and repose of sleep, ac- 
cept our united tribute of praise and thanksgiving 
for the mercies of its past hours. Open Thou our 
lips that we may speak such praise as is Thy due ; 
and so influence our hearts, that their holy warmth 
may give an upward impulse to our evening sacrifice, 
and make it acceptable, through our Redeemer, unto 
Thee. We have heard Thy word, and listened to the 
solemn record which brought before us a dying 
Saviour's closing hours of shame and suffering ; and 
we have thus been led to contemplate a scene in which 
we all have an interest, deep as the value of an eternal 
soul. O Lord, enable us to lay it to heart; make us 
to feel it, as the redeemed of that Saviour should, 
with humiliation of spirit, and a sorrow working in 
us repentance and contrition. Make us, from it, to 
long for a returning Sabbath, when we may again 
enter into Thy house, to celebrate the completion of 
the glorious work wrought on our behalf. And, oh, 
do Thou pardon those who, in blind indifference, or 
cold infidelity, have this day perished their immortal 
souls by absenting themselves from Thy worship. 
Make them to see their error, ere it be too late ; for 
only Thou canst do it ; human eloquence and persua- 
sion alike fail ; human authority is in vain. And do 
Thou diminish their number day by day, and seal 
us all Thine, body, soul, and spirit, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



28tr MONDAY BEFORE 



MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY Lord God, to whom vengeance 
belongeth ; Thou who hast threatened to tread 
down Thy people who are not with Thee, Thy 
redeemed, who follow Thee not, and who hast shewed 
forth Thy fury hurning like fire, and Thine anger 
terrible in its kindling, because Thou couldest be ap- 
peased only by the death and sufferings of Thine own, 
Thine only, Thy beloved Son, in whom Thou didst 
delight; rouse us, now, whilst we have energy to stir, 
we pray Thee, to a sense of our danger, and our sins ; 
let Thy Holy Spirit waken us from the palsying 
delusion that we are safe, and have nothing to do ; 
that we may sit no longer with our arms folded, and 
our minds at ease ; that we rest not henceforth satis- 
fied as we are, saying to our souls peace, peace, when 
there is no peace. Let the events we are now called, 
day by day, to consider from Thy holy word weigh 
with our consciences, and bring them home to us with 
power. Enable us to follow the Saviour of mankind, 
our Saviour, through all His trials, and His sorrows; 
and impress upon us the solemn startling truth, that 
it was anger kindled by our sins which caused them 
all; that it was because Thy people, the sheep of 
Thy pasture, rebelled and vexed Thy Holy Spirit, and 
wpuld not listen unto Thee, their leader and God. 
And now look down, good Lord, from heaven, and 
behold from the habitation of Thy holiness and of 
Thy glory, and bless us; let us make our Saviour's 
merits ours by faith, and praise Thee for Thy goodness, 
for His sake. Amen. 



EASTER. 287 

EVENING. 



GOD, whose will is the law of Thy creatures, 
and who commandest all men to work, that they may 
receive a reward, humhle us now that we may no 
longer boast of ourselves, that we may no longer in- 
dulge that pride, which by nature we inherit from our 
first parents, and which continually causes us to fall, 
as they fell, and leads us to sin against Thee. 
Enable us to bring ourselves into subjection to Thy 
law ; to cast off every thing that may hinder us in 
our obedience to it, that we may run our appointed 
course with joy, and have peace in believing. Teach 
us, by the holy example of our blessed Lord, how we 
ought to walk, humbly before Thee our God. Shew 
us, by the indwelling of Thy Holy Spirit how we 
must, through all our days, be contrite for our mis- 
doings, asking pardon. We are weak on account of our 
frailty. We seek Thy strength, knowing that Thy 
strength is made perfect in weakness ; that, when we 
feel most unequal to do any good thing, then Thy. 
grace is sufficient for us, and works with power in us. 
Bless our anxious prayer for Thy blessing, endue us, 
with a holy, unwavering love to Thee ; let Thy mercy 
encompass us on every side; and give Thy holy 
angels charge over us this night, that no evil come 
nigh to hurt us, but that we may have the comfort of 
refreshing sleep, the consolations of Thy Spirit; and 
that we may wake to another day of joy and peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and God. Amen. 



TUESDAY BEFORE 

MORNING. 



LORD, Jehovah Jesus, oar Propitiation, and 
by whom our redemption was wrought out, plead, we 
pray Thee, with the Father for us. Look now upon 
us from Thy seat of glory, and remember all the 
trials and temptations to which Thou on earth wast 
subject, and then strengthen Thy plea on our behalf. 
Call to mind our weakness, and then ask that we may 
be strengthened ; forget not our total inability to do, 
say, or think any thing of ourselves which can be ac- 
ceptable before our God, and then send upon us 
the Holy Spirit, to direct our thoughts to Thee ; to 
teach us what we ought to speak, what we ought to 
do, and to set our feet in the right path, that we may 
run the way of Thy commandments. May He teach 
us the naughtiness of our own hearts, which of them- 
selves ever choose evil before good ; which refuse the 
benefits Thou hast in store for us, and reject the 
blessings and mercies Thou so freely offerest to every 
one of us, and which were purchased at the exceeding 
great price of Thine own blood. Oh, turn us, gracious 
Saviour; shew us the light of Thy countenance; 
gladden us with Thy favor ; let them ever be upon 
this household and family; let all who unite with us, 
join in fervent prayers for Thy blessing upon us, that 
we may be prepared here for the inheritance Thou 
hast bought for us at Thy Father's right hand in 
heaven. Yea, Lord, let Thy blessing be ever upon us ; 
Thy Spirit be our Comforter, and Thy salvation ours* 
Amen. 



EASTER. 289 

EVENING. 

O BLESSED Lord and Saviour, Son of the living 
God, Thou indeed art God, and as God, wast manifest 
in the flesh. We know that, on the confession of this 
truth, depends life eternal, and that its belief can 
exist only as the gift of the Holy Spirit. Oh, teach 
us to confess it in our hearts. Enable us to say with 
holy confidence, and unwavering faith, Thou, O Lord, 
art our God for ever and ever, holy and reverend is 
Thy name. Set before us, in its awful reality, that 
great day, when every knee shall bow before Thee, 
and every tongue be constrained to own Thee as Lord 
and God, to obey Thy bidding, and either remain 
among the glorious company of the redeemed, Thine 
own in heaven, or depart as accursed into everlasting 
fire. O Lord, give us to understand the two extremes, 
to receive into our hearts by faith the awful reality, 
and to know that the choice is our own. Open our 
ears to hear Thy gentle persuasive reasonings with 
us, that we may turn to Thee in penitence, and seek 
Thee by prayer; that we may humble ourselves in 
the dust before Thee, as altogether unclean, asking to 
be washed, and cleansed, and to receive the consola- 
tions of Thy Spirit. Be this our especial work whilst 
we celebrate the time of Thy humiliation, that we may 
be more and more Thine; that we may grow more and 
more daily in Thy likeness, prepared by Thy grace 
here, to enter into Thy joy for ever in heaven, here- 
after. Tea, blessed Saviour, make Thine atonement 
sure for each one of us. Amen. 

v 



290 WEDNESDAY BEFORE 

MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY Lord, who hast suffered for our 
sins, and home our sorrows ; Thou eternal God, who 
didst suhject Thyself to suffering and anguish for 
sinful men; Thou Saviour of mankind, look upon 
us, and pity us ; let the fountain of mercy in Thy 
breast, which has never been sought in vain, now flow 
on our behalf, and let Thy hands now plead for us, 
who desire so much Thine aid and assistance. Give 
to us now such a sense of our sins, by a recollection 
of Thy sufferings which they caused, that we may 
learn to look upon sin as exceeding sinful, and not as, 
alas, too many do, with the indifference of worldly 
minds and hearts. Teach us by Thy Holy Spirit that 
we may know what sin is, even the transgression of 
Thy law in the smallest matter, because that law 
requires perfect holiness and obedience in both heart 
and conduct. Enable us ever to remember the awful 
truth, that the thought of foolishness is sin, and that 
the soul that sinneth it shall die. O Lord, who then 
can be saved, may we well exclaim, and Thy mercy 
answers, the blood of Jesus Christ, even Thy blood, 
oh, our Saviour and our God, cleanseth from all sin. 
Apply that blood now to each of us, we earnestly 
beseech Thee ; make it effectual, for us all, and bless 
these our daily offerings ; accept them and bear them, 
pleading Thy merits, to the throne of grace and mercy, 
that we may find mercy and grace to help in eyery 
time of need. Amen. 



EASTER. 291 

EVENING. 



MOST glorious, and eternal Lord God, Son of 
the Father, very God, Maker of all things, to Thee we 
come as our Lord God; again we ask Thy interceding 
favor and love. Hear, in the overflowing of Thy 
compassion, and he merciful unto us. Thou readest 
all our hearts, Thou knowest every inward motion, 
and our secret thoughts are not hid from Thee ; how 
much less, then, our actions, which are open to the 
noonday sun. Tet we have indulged ourselves in 
thoughts and feelings which were not accordant with 
Thy law ; we have behaved ourselves presumptuously 
before Thee, and have been altogether regardless of 
Thy suffering love ; we have never reflecte/1 on the 
scenes of misery which darkened human nature, ere 
Thou wert led to an ignominious death; and we 
have been dead to every tender feeling of compassion, 
whereby Thou wouldest appeal to us to look upon 
Thee, to repent, to turn and live. O Lord, enable us 
now to seek Thee with a pure heart fervently; draw 
us to Thyself. Give stability to our vain and wan- 
dering thoughts ; make us to love the things which 
belong unto our peace, and give us grace seriously to 
lay to heart the evil condition in which we stand, 
since Thou hast suffered and died for us, if we neglect 
so great salvation. And preserve us, we beseech 
Thee, body, soul, and spirit, to Thy coming to judg- 
ment, that we may then be known and acknowledged 
as Thy redeemed, O gracious Saviour. Amen. 



292 THURSDAY BEFORE 

MORNING. 



O LORD, our Saviour, hear our confession, 
hearken unto our cry, and plead with Thy Father that 
we may have pardon and deliverance for Thine own 
sake. Thou hast kept Thy covenant with us through 
all generations ; Thou hast blessed them, in every time, 
who have loved their God, and oheyed His command* 
ments. But we have sinned; we have committed 
iniquity; have done wickedly, and have rebelled often 
and grievously, by departing from Thy precepts, and 
by forgetting Thy judgments; neither have we hear- 
kened unto Thy servants the Prophets, and Apostles, 
which have spoken to us in Thy name. O Lord, 
righteousness belongeth unto Thee, but unto us con- 
fusion of face. To Thee belong mercies and forgive- 
nesses, though we have rebelled against Thee. Oh, let 
those mercies now descend upon us, and those forgive- 
nesses be ours ; blot out our sins and misdeeds, be 
merciful unto us, and shew us the light of Thy coun- 
tenance and we shall be whole. Give us sincerity of 
profession, and understanding hearts ; turn us from 
iniquity, which would be our ruin ; and let Thy Holy 
Spirit strive with us. Yea, may He, Lord, strive 
still longer, though we have too long, too daringly, 
resisted His godly motions. And accept our feeble 
offering, for we cannot approach even Thee, our 
Saviour, with aught but fear, for we have often done 
Thee despite ; but Thou lovest all who come to Thee 
as their access to the Father in faith. We so come. 
Ob, bless us, and accept us. Amen. 



EASTER. 293 

EVENING. 



GRACIOUS Saviour, shall we not come unto 
Thee with confidence, and plead before Thee with 
boldness. Yea, Lord, we will, for we remember what 
Thou hast done for us. Thou hast redeemed us; Thou 
hast ransomed us from the hand of him that was stronger 
than we, for the evil one had mastery over us, and there 
was none to help; our enemy came against us, and 
there was none to whom we might flee. We had 
sinned against our God, and there was no one to make 
reconciliation. We lay under the shadow of death, 
and fear was our heritage. But Thou hast suffered for 
us ; Thou hast shed Thine own blood, that our sins 
might be remitted ; Thou hast died that we might 
live. Oh, grant us to live, indeed, in Thy likeness 
on earth, that we may live in Thy presence in heaven. 
Give us more of Thine own nature ; more patience, 
more forbearance, more humility, more christian cha- 
rity. Enable us never to weary in well doing ; put thy 
law in our inward parts, and write it in our hearts, 
and be indeed our God, and make us to be Thy people. 
O blessed Saviour, make every one to know Thee, 
from the least unto the greatest, as God, eternal, 
Jehovah Jesus, who dost forgive Thy people their 
iniquity, and rememberest their sins no more. And 
seal this truth especially on the hearts of each one 
here present, and accept our humble praise which we 
would ascribe to Thee, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, one God. Amen. 



294 GOOD FRIDAY. 

MORNING. 

THE solemn day again returns, and we would 
with it approach our loving Lord, the Christ of God, 
to plead His ignominious death, and through faith in 
its efficacy, to seek His interceding power with our 
despised Creator. O Messed Saviour, hear us, O 
merciful Lord God, listen to us, and take, and answer 
our petitions. Enable us to look to Thee in Thine 
hour of agony, and to smite upon our breasts as mi- 
serable beings, who have often added to its weight, 
and by our sins, accumulated fresh sorrows on Thine 
head. Oh, may we turn our eyes this day to Calvary, 
and there behold Thine innocent hands pierced with 
the cruel nail, a sad return for the healing touch they 
often gave. May we there see Thy brow, crowned in 
deep mockery, and pierced by the unrelenting thorn ; 
and hear Thy cry of bitter anguish, echoed by the 
taunt, and heartless mockery of those who had heard 
Thy lips speak peace; who had listened to the gentle 
bidding which saved a dying servant ; and the com- 
mand which raised a buried brother from the dead ; 
and who had seen delivery from the bonds of the 
devil granted to many a beseeching earnest sufferer. 
And then, let Thy Holy Spirit kindle us to heavenly 
musings. Let Him rouse us from the dullness of 
indifference, to meditate on love, which could endure 
thus for rebellious man ; and let His holy influence 
unite us ever to imitate such love, that, by growing in 
Thy likeness here, we may be received as Thine in 
the kingdom of Thy Father. Amen. 



GOOD FRIDAY. 295 

EVENING. 

O MOST holy Lord God and Saviour, now the eve 
of Thy day of agonising death is come, we once more 
implore Thee to hear and help us. Give to us that 
strength of faith, which shall enable us to be ever 
ready to follow Thee in all things, even unto death; 
that we may learn to be prepared to give up our 
health, strength, and worldly substance, and whatso- 
ever we have, if it be Thy good pleasure, to require 
this at our hands as proofs of our patience and obe- 
dience and love. Endue us with Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may think no sacrifice too great, if it bring 
us nearer to Thee, and serve to accomplish in us the 
work of our salvation, which we have to work out; 
that we may look upon no labour as too arduous, if 
it but assist to perfect in us holiness in the faith and 
fear of Thee. But, in all our troubles, and in every 
sorrow, teach us to draw nigh unto Thee with faith ; 
to cast all our care upon Thee, in the full assurance 
that Thou carest for us, and art ready to bear our 
burdens, to alleviate our sufferings, and remove our 
distress, having this one desire, to accomplish which 
Thou hast shed Thine own most precious blood, that 
all men should be saved. Oh, grant, gracious Saviour, 
that each one of us may be among that happy num- 
ber; and give to us a blessed assurance, even here, 
that we are Thine, and that our rest is sure, so that 
our end may be peace. Hear us, and be merciful 
unto us, O Christ Thou Son of David. Amen. 



296 B ASTEB EVEN. 

MORNING. 

O LORD, who is like unto Thee, who only doest 
marvelous things; for to Thee only belong mercies 
and forgivenesses, and from none other cometh salva- 
tion. Thou art God in the heaven above, and Thou 
rulest in the earth beneath ; Thine eye snrveyeth all 
things, and Thy mercy is over all Thy works. Oh, 
make us to rejoice that we are Thy workmanship, 
that it was Thou who didst fashion us, for we know 
in this, that Thou wilt still preserve us. Oh, how 
great Thy love, how wondrous Thy goodness, how 
overpowering Thy benefits. We cannot recount them ; 
for they are hourly displayed. But, above all other, 
O Lord, we would now call to mind Thine exceeding 
love, shewn as at this time, in the death of Him who 
wrought salvation for fallen man, and prepared a 
way for all from earth to heaven. Make us, we beseech 
Thee, fully sensible of this love, and enable us to 
prove our gratitude for it by lives of holy and entire 
obedience. We can do nothing to compare with what 
Thou hast done on our behalf; but all Thou askest 
we may give, even ourselves a living sacrifice unto 
Thee. Let Thy Holy Spirit now descend upon, and 
dwell with us, that we may do this ; let the heavenly 
Comforter be our Guide unto death ; so shall we walk 
worthy our vocation in Christ Jesus; so shall we 
rejoice in Thy holy name, and evermore praise Thee ; 
and so shall we live here that we may live for ever 
hereafter with Thee, O God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



EASTER EVEN. 297 



EVENING. 



ALMIGHTY Lord, we come before Thee at 
the close of another week, not to plead our righteous- 
ness, or any deeds we may have done ; but to make 
the righteousness of Christ our plea, and His doings 
on our behalf, especially His death and passion, our 
satisfaction. We come, not as even clean from sin 
before Thee, but as polluted beings, who have fallen 
short of our duty, and who would, with deep humility 
and self abasement, fall low before Thy footstool, 
acknowledging our transgressions, and seeking that 
pardon which only Thou canst give, and without 
which there is neither peace whilst here on earth, nor 
a hope of glory in Thy kingdom hereafter. Enable 
us, O good Lord, to try our own selves carefully and 
diligently by Thy word; to prove ourselves by Thy 
commandments, and whereinsover we have done amiss 
to confess our sins, to bewail our misdeeds, to seek 
Thy pardoning grace, and to find comfort to our 
souls. Make us to see the folly as well as the awful 
•in of endeavoring to conceal anything from Thee, 
for Thou art a heart-searching God; and wouldest 
not that man should deceive himself by vain endea- 
vors to deceive Thee ; yet how often we do this ; for 
we own Thy omniscience, and still would, when we 
profess to seek pardon from Thee, hold back many an 
evil thought or word, or work which we should confess. 
Enlighten us, we pray Thee, and strengthen us by 
Thy Holy Spirit, that our confessions may be full 
and our penitence sincere, and answer for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 



MORNING. 



REJOICE, let our souls rejoice, and let us lift 
up our hearts unto the Lord our God, for He hath 
dealt graciously with His people; He has raised up 
unto us a horn of salvation in the house of his 
servant David. Lord, Thou hast given us great 
comfort, for He who was dead is alive again, and 
behold, He liveth for evermore. Vain was the sealed 
tomb, the Roman watch, the malice of enemies, and 
the fear of friends, the Lord has risen, and we rejoice 
in our salvation thus secured to us. Oh, touch our 
hearts, most gracious God, with Thy Spirit's influence 
that they may feel and know the value of this day's 
work, and that henceforth the lips of each of us may 
speak from our hearts of the abundance of Thy great 
love, which hath redeemed us through our crucified 
Lord and Saviour, from the dominion of sin, and 
called us to the high privilege of sons of God, and 
heirs of heaven. Lord, teach us how to live as Thy 
sons, that we may stand before Thee in all holiness of 
living; that we may look only to Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our faith; and that, seeking, at all times, 
the illuminating influence of Thy Spirit and the 
strengthening power of Thy grace, we may walk 
worthy of our vocation, and adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. So may we be indeed 
meet partakers of the kingdom of heaven, through 
Him who died for our sins and rose again for our 
justification, Jesus Christ, to whom with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 



EASTEK SUNDAY. 

EVENING. 



O EVERLASTING Father, who hast prepared, 
by Thy Son Jesus Christ, a rest for Thy people, and 
who hast called us today to hear Thy voice, and not 
to harden our hearts, touch our ears we pray Thee, 
and let our hearts answer to Thy Spirit's cry. Oh, 
grant that the services of this Thy holy Sabbath may 
not have been a vain offering by Thy worshiping 
people, especially by those who have again knelt at 
Thy table, and enjoyed the gracious privilege of 
partaking in that means of grace, and thereby strength- 
ening their hope of glory. But we feel, Lord, that 
)ur best services, even this day, and in Thine own 
louse, have been all unworthy our profession as 
Christians, of our privileges as Thine elect. Pardon 
is, good Lord, and let not our wandering thoughts be 
•emembered by Thee ; let not our coldness in Thy 
rorship, nor our want of desire to give more of this 
lay to Thee than we have done, be recorded in Thy 
x>ok of remembrance against us ; but strengthen us 
nore and more in the inner man, set our feet upon 
he Rock, and order our goings; establish us by Thy 
rood Spirit, and let our great High Priest be our 
propitiation, even the propitiation for each one of us; 
md enable us in Him to come boldly to the throne 
>f grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
telp in time of need. These our imperfect petitions 
re offer unto Thee, God, in His name, and fur- 
her make His own most perfect prayer our own;— 
)ur Father 



300 MONDAY IN 

MORNINGK 



O GOD, the God of love, we beseech Thee to 
pardon oar rebellion, and to give us contrite hearts. 
Make us to feel how much we have despised Thy 
mercy, and fallen short of our duty ; how much we 
have professed to serve and worship Thee, when we 
have harbored in our hearts evil passions, and wicked 
thoughts ; how often we have come into Thy presence 
to offer an evening, or a morning sacrifice, the while 
we were indulging ourselves in malice, or revenge 
against our neighbor. Pardon us, we pray Thee, for 
Jesus Christ's sake; and enable us to lay aside all 
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, 
and evil speakings, that we may, as new born babes, 
desire the sincere milk of the word; that we may 
have but one object, one end in view, to grow thereby. 
Tea, Lord, let it be our constant aim, and let us labor 
thereunto, that we may seek our instruction from Thy 
holy word ; that we may read it in our closets, and 
attend to it in Thy house; that we may treasure up 
its faithful sayings, and so not only draw instruction 
in the way of righteousness from its pages, but be 
made perfect thereby, throughly furnished unto all 
good works. So shall our hearts be purified, by Thy 
Spirit, from all evil passions and desires ; so shall 
we be at peace with Thee and with all men, and find 
Thy dear Son our constant and sire stay. Oh, 
answer, we pray Thee for His sake, and bless us, 
bow and evermore. Amen. 



EASTER WEEK. 301 

EVENING. 



O LORD, we believe, help Thou our unbelief. 
We come unto Thee, because Thou art our God, and 
the Giver of all things ; we approach Thee, by Jesus 
Christ, because He is the way, and no man cometh 
unto Thee but by Him ; yet our hearts are not alto- 
gether Thine. We have this day done many things 
which cannot stand before Thine all-searching eye. 
Our thoughts have been careless, if they have not 
been profane, and not one is hid from Thee. Yet, 
Lord, we believe, that Thou art a God of judgment, 
and we fear Thy wrath. We hear of a judgment to 
come, and we dread lest it should overtake us. Be 
merciful then, good Lord, be merciful unto us ; put 
away from us our sin, and blot out all our offences; 
pardon our misdoings, and enable us to turn to Thee 
with more earnestness, and sincerity, with a more 
lively faith, and more entire obedience. Thou hast 
chosen us to be a peculiar people unto Thee ; Thou 
hast called us to be Thy sons, and heirs of heaven ; 
Thou hast sealed to us all the promises, even the sure 
mercies of David, and Thou hast given Thine only 
Son to be a propitiation for our sins. O Lord, make 
us sensible of these Thy many and great mercies, 
and so lead us to strive more earnestly to secure all 
these blessings and benefits, lest having passed through 
things temporal, we finally lose the things which are 
eternal. O grant this for Thy dear Son's sake Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



302 TUESDAY IN 

MORNING; 



O ETERNAL Loid God, the high and holy one 
that inhahitest eternity, we again come before Thee, 
to seek, on behalf of ourselves and others, those 
blessings which we so much need, and which Thou 
more lovest to give, even than we need them ; and to 
ask for those benefits, without which life is but a 
delusion, and existence a sin. O send upon us, we 
pray Thee, Thy Holy Spirit to be our Director and 
Stay ; to comfort us in affliction, to strengthen us in 
the hour of temptation, and to guide us amid the 
darkness and uncertainty which surround our earthly 
pilgrimage. Make His light to be our illuminating 
ray, that we may see things no longer by the taper 
light of human reason, the delusive beam of human 
fancy, or the flickering and uncertain glow of human 
prejudice; but that we may walk as in the full day, 
when the sun shineth, and our way is clear before us. 
Bless us with health and strength, which we may 
spend in Thy service ; with such talents as may en- 
able us to perceive and know the things we ought to 
do, and give us grace and power faithfully to fulfil 
the same. Prosper the work of our hands, yea, make 
whatsoever we do to prosper, and then open our 
mouths in grateful thanks ; awaken us to songs of 
praise, and lift Thou up our hearts, that they may 
rejoice in Thy mercy for ever. Let our Saviour's 
name be our staff, as He is our only hope, yet, the 
sure Friend of all who trust in Him, and hear and 
answer us for His sake, we beseech Thee. Amen. 



EASTER WEEK. 303 

EVENiNG. 

ACCEPT us, O Lord, and acknowledge us as 
Thine own, for we come unto Thee in Thy dear Son's 
name. Thou hast commanded us to pray for all men, 
because Thou wouldest have all to be saved ; oh, let 
Thy saving grace be upon all, we beseech Thee ; let 
Thine arm be stretched wide, and Thine hand be open 
to protect and save us, to keep us from all danger 
both of soul and body, and to preserve us in every 
hour of temptation. Be Thou the Guide, the chosen 
guide of our Queen and Governor ; make her to re- 
member by whom she reigns, and to whom she must 
one day give an account of her stewardship, when she 
shall change the sovereignty of earth for a service 
hereafter ; may it be of worship and praise with Thy 
redeemed in heaven. Make her reign happy and 
prosperous. Bless her ministers, the rulers in this 
nation ; make them to know that by Thee alone can 
they execute justice, and order things rightly ; and 
that Thy providence directeth every measure for the 
promotion of Thine own work. Let them seek Thee 
in every council, and find their wisdom in Thy holy 
word, their best direction in Thy law and command- 
ments ; Lord, be merciful unto them, for they need 
Thy mercy. And do Thou overrule the passions and 
hearts of the people of this land, that they may obey 
those who are set over them in the faith and fear of 
Thee, so that we may be a nation favored of Thee and 
working righteousness ; a people on whom Thy bless- 
ing shall rest, and a light seen afar off to Thy honor 
and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



904 WEDNESDAY IN 

MORNING. 



O LORD, Thou God of truth, the eternal One; 
let our prayers ascend to Thee, from sincere hearts, 
and the utterance of our lips be again acceptable with 
Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. We would ask Thy 
especial blessing upon the church of this land; 
stretch forth Thine arm over it, to save and defend it; 
to be its shield from every danger, from the attacks 
of wicked men, from the many who long for its over- 
throw. But more especially do Thou preserve it from 
all divisions among its members: purify it of all 
corrupt doctrine, all deceitful and dangerous errors ; 
and raise up within it, from time to time, faithful 
men, who shall preach Thy true and lively word in 
fearless zeal, and with godly sincerity; who shall be 
earnest, in season and out of season, to convert 
many; and who shall wrestle with Thee in contend- 
ing prayer for the souls of those entrusted to their 
charge. Endue our bishops with heavenly wisdom ; 
that they, being taught of Thee, may lay hands sud- 
denly on no man, but may commit the word only to 
such as shall, in Thee and for Thee, clearly and faith- 
fully preach that word, who shall not fear to reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine. 
And do Thou bless their ministrations. Give to us, 
here assembled, patient and attentive minds, that we 
may lay to heart the things we hear from those set 
over us which are for our good, especially in Thine 
own house, and bless us in time and through eternity, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



EASTER SUNDAY. 305 

EVENING. 



O GOD, most high and holy, we would confess our 
sins, and so come into Thy presence ; we would 
acknowledge that our offences are many, and so seek 
pardon, peace and deliverance. Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity; cleanse us then, we pray 
Thee, by the blood of the covenant, for we would fall 
down in Thy presence ; we would have this our meet- 
ing sanctified by Thee, that our prayers may be 
accepted, and a gracious answer vouchsafed. Open 
Thou the eyes of our understandings to see, as they 
are, our own hearts, with all their deceitfulness. 
Lord, how often they shew us evil for good, and lead 
us for peace to the unrest and disquiet of this world. 
Take away every prejudice that may hinder us from 
a clear view of ourselves ; that may darken the light 
of Thy Spirit, and hide from us the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Set Him before us, and not our fellow man, 
as our example ; lead us in His steps ; give us His 
meekness, and patience; His endurance; and His 
faithfulness, even unto death. Whatsoever betide, be 
it of evil or good, of suffering or joy, let Thy name 
be in our mouths, Thy love in our hearts, and a sure 
confidence in Thee our ever companion, so shall we 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death fear- 
ing no evil; so shall we look steadfastly to the prize of 
our high calling in Christ Jesus, to whom with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



306 THURSDAY IN 

MORNING. 



O EVERLASTING Father, in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being, keep us, we pray Thee by 
Thy Spirit, and, for Jesus Christ's sake, be merciful 
unto us. We are all as sheep gone astray; we have 
wandered from Thy fold, we have left the good Shep- 
herd, we have not listened to his voioe, and we have 
done very foolishly. O Lord, pardon us, and call us 
back again ; teach us the folly as well as the danger 
of thus leaving Him who is our only hope, and our 
surety with Thee. Enable us to apprehend the sin- 
fulness of a life of pleasure, or indifference ; a life 
lost in its cares, and anxities, and troubles. Teach us, 
O Lord, that all these things are Thy most merciful 
warnings to us, not to love the world, neither the 
things of the world, but to cast all our care upon 
Him, who careth for us, even our blessed Saviour 
and Redeemer. Shew us the beauty of holiness; 
that all its ways are pleasantness, and all its paths 
peace. Persuade many, O good Lord, to try them, 
to walk according to them, and to rejoice in them, 
and they shall have an exceeding great reward. 
And especially keep our feet, if they be treading 
those paths, that we turn neither to the right hand 
nor to the left ; that we allow nothing to hinder us 
from running our onward course, but that we look 
simply and singly to Him who has the crown of 
glory, and through whom we now and ever ap- 
proach the footstool of Thy mercy, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



EASTER WEEK. 907 

EVENING. 

GOD, Thou art very good and gracious, keep- 
ing mercy, for thousands and tens of thousands, who 
call upon Thee, through Jesus Christ. Thou hast 
revealed Thy whole will and law to us in Thy 
holy word, that we all might come unto Thee to be 
saved; do Thou now and ever shed upon us Thy 
Spirit's influence to direct us in the study of that 
word, to fix our minds upon its precepts, and to open 
our understandings, that we may comprehend the 
things read. Oh, enable us to see Thee through it 
as Thou art, a God of perfect holiness, of majesty 
unbounded, and of infinite love. Let His power shew 
us our own weakness, His completeness, our insuffi- 
ciency, and then humble us in body, soul, and spirit, 
that we may rest not in the creature, but trust only to 
the Creator ; that we may learn the insufficiency of 
every human aid, or profit, or pleasure, to secure for 
us even temporal happiness, or even a joy that shall 
continue through a day. And may He convince us of 
the all-sufficiency of Thy grace; of Thy merciful 
and patient waiting, because Thou wouldest not that 
any should perish. And convince each one of us of 
the completeness of the sacrifice made once for all by 
Thine own dear Son, who died that we and all the 
world might live. Hear us, we beseech Thee, for His 
sake, and answer us in Thy mercy ; and bless us with 
power from on high to live a life of faith, that Jesus 
may be our Saviour indeed. Amen. 



306 FRIDAY IN 

MORNING. 



O LORD God, who is like unto Thee; who can 
do as Thou doest There is none whom we may com- 
pare with Thee, for Thou art full of mercy, tender 
and compassionate. Thou knowest our infirmities; 
Thou pitiest us, because we are weak, and frail ; Thou 
sustainest us because we cannot stand alone; and 
Thou hast wrought out a redemption for us, because 
we could not redeem ourselves. Thou givest us 
daily food and raiment, and all things convenient for 
us ; and Thou preservest us from danger and distress. 
Though we mind Thee not, Thou art ever nigh to 
help and defend ; though we call not upon Thee, Thou 
stretchest forth Thine arm to save us from the pesti- 
lence that walketh in the noon day, and from every 
evil to which flesh is heir. Oh, do Thou pardon our 
blind ignorance, our presumptuous rebellion, our 
daring folly; do Thou shew us Thy favor working 
for us in every event, Thy providence directing all 
things for our welfare. Teach us that, as Thou 
wouldest not that we should perish, therefore, Thou 
doest those things which may secure our safety ; and 
that nothing Thou doest has any other object or end. 
And be merciful unto us still beyond our deservings ; 
keep us yet longer, as Thou hast hitherto so mercifully 
done, from death and danger ; and prepare us for the 
solemn change which must ere long overtake us, that 
we may be translated from earth to heaven, to dwell 
at Thy right hand for evermore, through Jesus Christ 
our God. Amen. 



EASTER WEEK. 309 

EVENING. 

O ETERNAL God, who dwellest in light unap- 
proachable, who sittest on Thy throne in heaven, 
ordering all things, and sending the blessed angels, 
Thy messengers of good, to do Thy bidding, do 
Thou regard us, who are now met together, in Thy 
dear Son's name, with Thy favor, and assist us by 
Thy grace and Holy Spirit, that we may worship 
Thee in spirit and in truth ; that we may be Thy 
messengers of good, anxious to do Thy bidding, as 
the angels are, and to promote Thy honor and glory. 
Let each day tell us, that we have done something 
for Thee; and let each evening bring the inquiry, 
what have I done. But, if we have done anything, 
oh, keep us humble in the remembrance of it, knowing 
that, having done all, we must own that we are un- 
profitable servants, unable to stand before thee, ex- 
cepting in the shadow of our Redeemer. And yet, 
Lord, what have we this day done ; how much have 
we given ourselves to Thee in thought, word, or deed? 
How often have we named Thy name, or dwelt on Thy 
mercies ? Let not our hearts deceive us as they answer; 
for they cannot deceive Thee ; but be merciful unto 
us, and pardon our weakness of faith, our deadness of 
spirit, our coldness of service. Keep us this night, by 
Thy grace, from all evil, let no danger come nigh us, 
but let our rest be refreshing. Set Thy holy angels 
to watch over us, to encompass us with songs of 
deliverance, that our hearts may rejoice in Thy salva- 
tion, and that we may learn to say alway, the Lord 
be praised. Grant this, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



310 SATURDAY IN 

MORNING. 



O LORD, our Maker, to whom we owe all things 
we possess, and who preservest our life from dangers, 
keeping us safe amid all the trials which surround us 
here, accept us for Thy dear Son's sake, and enable 
us now to pray unto Thee in sincerity and truth. 
Create, Lord, in us new hearts; take away our 
hearts of stone, and give us hearts of flesh. Remove 
the insensibility in which we live from us, and awaken 
us to a sense of our danger, whilst we live without 
Thee in the world. Enable us to review every act of 
our lives, and to weigh them all in the balance of 
eternal truth. Oh, give us a hearty desire to know 
Thy law, and an earnest endeavour to walk therein 
all the days of our life. Let the Holy Spirit be our 
Guide, in whatsoever we put our hands unto, that we 
may do all things as unto Thee and not unto men. 
May He keep our tongues that they speak no evil, 
and our hands that they be put only to such work as 
must be approved of Thee. May He lead our steps 
into the paths of righteousness, and give us that 
peace which the world cannot give; that pleasure 
which is profitable, because it has its origin with Thee. 
And subdue within us all pride, and contention, and 
bring us to the humility which was in Christ Jesus, 
that He may be our example in all things, and we 
become Thy children indeed, and so obtain the in- 
heritance of children, through Him, our Saviour and 
Lord God. Amen. 



EASTER WEEK. §H: 

EVENING. 

GOD, accept our prayer; God, hear our 
ons; O God, vouchsafe an answer to our re- 
s. Another week is closing around us, and we 
ife ; make us sensible of Thy goodness and love 
us preserving us, to repent of our sins, and to 

to Thee with weeping and prayer. We have 
i to confess ; do Thou, O God, who read est the 
;s, and triest the reins, give us the Spirit to 
ss unto Thee the things we have done amiss in 
rity, and fulness. Implant in our hearts such a 
7 sorrow for them, as may lead us to amendment 
e. Work in us, for it is Thy work only, a repent- 
not to be repented of, and strengthen us for the 

to come. Prepare us especially for the duties 
e morrow, that we may remember the Sabbath 
to keep it holy; that we may rejoice in it as an 
jdingly great and valuable privilege ; because on 

can cast off the cares of the world, and escape 
urmoil of business and the excitement of worldly 
lure. Oh, make us, as we may do, in its hours to 
in Thy law our delight ; to mix with our fellows 
bristian worship and communion, and to feel and 
r that we are the disciples of Thy blessed Son. 
i us, we also beseech Thee, the refreshment of 
t sleep this night, and the renewal of our minds 
bodies by peaceful rest, and bless us according to 
multitude of Thy mercies in Christ Jesus our 
I, to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
11 honor, glory, might and dominion, now and 
. Amen. 



312 FIRST 8UND1Y 

MORNING. 

TO Thee, O Lord, would we this morning turn, 
with humble yet hearty thanksgivings for the mercies 
of the night past. It is Thine arm which has pro- 
tected us; it is Thy mercy which has spared as, and 
kept us safely through the darkness of another night 
Let our praise be ever of Thee, and let each Sabbath 
witness its utterance in the sanctuary. Bless us this 
day in its ordinances; be with all Thy worshiping 
people everywhere ; give to every one the spirit of 
prayer and supplication, and especially to us who are 
here present, that we may with one heart and one 
mind serve Thee our God in Thine own appointed 
way. Give to Thy ministers who shall this day 
minister in Thy name, and exercise the functions of 
their sacred office, hearts impressed with their own 
responsibility, and the great and important charge 
committed to them, to win souls. Accompany their 
words with power to the consciences of all who shall 
hear, that they may hear to edifying, and profit to 
their soul's comfort. Increase the number of Thine 
own elect ; and do Thou let the light startle Thy 
slumbering people, the Jews, that the day of truth 
may dawn upon them, and that they may call with 
us on the name of a crucified Redeemer, and find 
salvation. And especially keep us from all wandering 
thoughts in Thine house, lest we yield to such temp- 
tation and sin. Hear us for that Redeemer's sake 
and bless us in our worship. Amen. 



AFTER EASTER. 313 

EVENING. 



O LORD, Thou hast been our refuge, and yet we 
have not fled to Thee ; Thou hast been our tower of 
defence, and yet we have not sought Thee ; Thou hast 
urged us to flee to Thee; to seek Thee early, pro- 
mising to be found of all who come through faith in 
Thy dear Son, and yet we have despised Thy mercy, 
refused Thy gracious offer, and trusted to our own 
selves, as if we needed no Saviour, and would ac- 
knowledge no God ; though oar lips have spoken Thy 
name, and our knees have bowed at the name of Jesus. 
O gracious Lord, bow Thou our naughty and stubborn 
hearts ; bend our proud wills ; break down our haughty 
imaginings and lofty thoughts, and bring them all 
into subjection to Thy law and will, that we may be 
conformed to the likeness of our Saviour, and bear 
His image in our hearts. Yea, Lord, in mercy teach 
us, that we may learn humility, and bless the efforts 
to this end of Thine appointed ministers, Thine own 
ambassadors. Make us to remember Thy judgments 
of old on Eorah and his company, and tremble. Yea, 
Lord, let Thy word read this day, go forth with power; 
let it be as a watchword to Thy people, lest they sin 
and fall into like rebellion ; lest hell open her mouth 
wide, and swallow us up, and our names be blotted 
out of the roll of Thy chosen ones ; rise up quickly, 
good Lord, and help us, for vain is the help of man ; 
and for Christ's sake deliver us, for He has died for 
us, and be merciful unto us» and hear us in His name" 
now and ever. Amen. 



314 MONDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



O LORD, Thy hand is not shortened that it can- 
not save ; neither is Thine ear heavy that it cannot 
hear ; hut our iniquities have separated between us 
and our God; our sins have made Thee hide Thy 
face from us, that Thou wilt not hear ; our lips have 
spoken lies, in hypocrisy, our tongues have muttered 
perverseness. We have trusted in vanity; human 
reason has been our stay, and an arm of flesh our 
support. The wise of the world have led us, and we 
have bowed to the interests of life, to things of time 
and sense, as our gods. And Thou hast still been 
merciful unto us ; Thou hast not forgotten Thy pro- 
mise, nor Thy redeemed ; for Jesus is our surety, and 
His blood has purchased us at Thine hand. Oh, 
enable us, we pray Thee, to lay this to heart ; make 
us more entirely to seek Him, to love Him, to obey 
Him ; teach us to place all our confidence in Him, to 
cast all our care upon Him, and to make His strength 
ours. And, when our prayers are unanswered, and 
no reply is given to our petitions, then stir us up by 
Thy Holy Spirit to more close searching of ourselves, 
that we may confess our iniquities ; may put away 
lies and perverseness from us, and trust no longer in 
vanity. That we may see how weak reason is when 
revelation shines forth, and so come to our Mediator 
to plead for us, to bring our prayers to Thy throne, 
and make them His. Grant this for that Mediator's 
sake, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 315 



EVENING. 



O MOST holy, loving, and kind God and Father, 
who nearest prayer, and lovest the tender petitions of 
Thy waiting creatures, receive us in our renewed 
offering of praise and prayer, for we would praise 
Thee for Thy continued mercies to us. Though we 
have deserved them not, they are new every morning, 
and. night shews a continuance of them; Thou en- 
compassest us about with cords of deliverance, and 
we have only to lay hold of a Saviour's hand, which 
Thou hast provided, to be safe. Enable us to take 
it in faith ; to cleave to it in confidence, and to 
allow nothing, neither the hope of life nor the fear of 
death, to induce us to forsake the precious prize, the 
only hope of our salvation. Teach us to love Thee 
with a perfect and holy love, a pure and divine con- 
fidence; let us remember how we have loved aught 
of this world, and then learn to love Thee as much 
more as Thou art greater and better than the things 
of the world ; with an affection increased in propor- 
tion to the value of eternity compared with . time. 
But we are perverse ; we will not be wise in this our 
day and generation, though it be our accepted time, 
our only hope of salvation. . We love what we vainly 
consider ease ; we seek what we falsely call pleasure, 
though disappointment and sorrow have often followed 
both. . Oh, make us wiser, we beseech Thee, accord- 
ing to Thy word ; open our understandings to know 
richer and better things, even Thy law, and bless us 
according to Thy mercy, for Jesus Christ's, sake our 
God and Lord. Amen. 



316 TUESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNINGe 

LORD, Thou God of truth, hear from heaven, 
Thy dwelling place, look down and bless as. Let 
Thy presence sanctify our meeting; enable us to 
realise it, as we now kneel to make our supplications 
known unto Thee ; and keep our thoughts that they 
wander not. We would ask, O Lord, Thy precious 
gift, a saving faith. We have believed that Thou art 
God, but we have forgotten that Thy name is jealous, 
that Thou wilt not allow the honor which is due unto 
Thee to be given to another ; that Thou canst not 
permit the minutes, which are dedicated to Thee by 
bended knees, to be disturbed with worldly thoughts. 
We have called upon Thee often ; we have said unto 
Thee, Lord, Lord, and mayhap, have wished Thee to 
hear; but, oh, we have not done the things Thou 
wouldest have us do ; we have been very remiss, very 
careless, very lukewarm. The day has dawned, and 
our first thought, Thy due, has not been given to 
Thee; we have laid down to rest, but our waking 
dreams upon our bed were more of life and time, than 
upon Thee and eternity; and, when with friends and 
companions, how seldom has the name of Jesus sanc- 
tified our conversation, or graced our talk. Shall we 
not then, Lord, ask for an increase of faith ; we do; 
oh, make our asking sincere; yea, increase it more 
and more in us day by day until the time when faith 
shall fade in the reality of glory, to which in mercy 
keep us for Thy dear Son's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 317 

EVENING. 

O THOU eternal God, who hast called us with a 
heavenly calling, and given us a hope beyond all the 
temporal benefits and blessings which man can know ; 
Thou who hast promised rewards to us which exceed 
the best gifts and possessions of earth, and hast sealed 
them to us in Christ Jesus, the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, hear us for His sake, and in 
His name enable us to trust, as we pray unto Thee. 
Thou hast upheld us ever since we were born ; Thou 
hast protected our infancy, and, in childhood, Thine 
arm has shielded us; Thou hast never forgotten the 
least of us, though we have rebelled against Thee; 
nor hast Thou ever forsaken us, though we have 
ceased from Thee. Lord, our misdoings have often 
cried for vengeance, our sins have deserved punish- 
ment, but Thou hast, in great mercy and love, spared 
us. Spare us yet longer, good Lord, spare Thy peo- 
ple, and give not Thine heritage to confusion. Soften 
our hearts that we may love and serve Thee in all 
sincerity ; and that we may be led to consider Him 
who is our Priest in all His sacred offices ; in His 
Godhead as well as manhood, but more in His ex- 
ceeding love, which brought Him from a Father's 
throne, to save us, His rebellions subjects and ser- 
vants, the creatures Whom He had formed, from that 
death which our sins have purchased for us. In that 
consideration, O God, let our hearts kindle with more 
fervent love to Thee, to whom with the Son and Holy 
Ghost, we would ascribe all honor and glory, now and 
ever. Amen. 



318 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



AGAIN, gracious Lord, the morning calls us to 
Thee, and the break of another day bids us seek 
Thee. Again we have fresh demands made upon us 
for praise and thanksgiving. Life and health are ours, 
oh, blessed be Thy holy name; more time for repentance 
is given ; let us gladly acknowledge the gift by using 
it with diligence and faithfulness. Opportunities and 
means of grace are once more before us; do Thou let 
Thy Spirit lead us, that we may take and apply them ; 
that we may improve them to the great end for which 
Thy mercy has vouchsafed them, the salvation of our 
souls. Oh, let Thy strength be oars, for we are very 
weak unless Thou strengthenest us; and make us to 
feel our own weakness every day ; to know our own 
selves, and to study our hearts by Thy word, which 
is the light of the world, and wherein is life. Let us 
daily ask ourselves, is this life ours, for any other is 
death, and then gird us by Thy Spirit that we may 
attain to the life of the gospel, to that life which is in 
Thee, and which our blessed Lord came to give to all 
who would ask it of Him, and take the means He 
should point out to attain it, even the keeping of Thy 
commandments. Enable each of Us to do so this 
day, to walk before Thee blameless in Christ Jesus, 
to meditate on Thy mercy, and love, and good provi- 
dence, and to speak of Thee among our fellows ; and 
hear us for Thy dear Son's sake, we earnestly beseech 
Thee, O God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTEB. S19 

EVENING. 



O LORD God, arise and help us ; yea, mer- 
ciful God, bless us, and keep us, for we would put 
ourselves under the shadow of Thy winga, and we 
would ask Thee to be the shield and safeguard of this 
our household and family. We know, O Lord, that 
there is no spirit but Thine which is not evil, for the 
spirit of man is set to do evil continually, and we lose 
onr selves in strife and contention, even whilst we 
profess to love peace. We cannot live together as we 
ought to do in that holy union which Thy Spirit only 
can secure, because we will not walk by the Spirit. 
We refuse to obey His godly motions even when we 
have called for His aid, and we will none of Thy 
counsels, even when we have asked Thee to help and 
deliver us. Oh, pardon our perverseness and incon- 
sistency ; pardon our rebellion and sin ; pardon our 
weakness and folly. Let the time to come witness 
better things of us ; let the days of our future lives 
be spent in accordance with the holy example of Him 
who was obedient in all things; let us study that 
example as recorded for our instruction in the sacred 
volume. Tea, Lord, lead us to Thy word as oar text 
book, whence we would, as we may, draw comfort and 
instruction, and wherein we may learn how to walk 
here so as to reach heaven hereafter, and let Thine 
illuminating grace assist us in our study of it. Oh, 
grant our petitions, we pray Thee, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, and further hear us in His own words : — Our 
Father 



320 THURSDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, vouchsafe to hear us, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Let His mediation be effectual 
with Thee, and enable us to make it so, by sincere 
and unwavering faith in the atonement, which He has 
wrought for us. Yet we have denied it by our daily 
actions, and our mistrust of Thy mercy has been con- 
tinual. We cannot tell how oft we offend ; we walk 
boldly before Thee, and believe ourselves to be in the 
right way ; we believe that Thou art God, and there- 
fore count ourselves safe ; we know our Saviour has 
died for us, and so fancy our work of salvation is 
wrought O Lord, we pray Thee, undeceive us; 
purify us from such errors, and cleanse us from all 
iniquity; wash us, that we may be clean, and sustain 
us that we fall not again. Teach to every one of us 
his secret, his besetting sin ; enable us to read our 
hearts by the light of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
see depicted there the many seeds of rebellion which 
strew its ground, ready to burst and bud into an 
active existence; and alas, some already verdant with 
life and action, bringing forth fruit of poisonous and 
deadly character. And then draw us to Thyself by 
the gentle cords of Thy holy love. Shew us Thyself 
as it hath pleased Thee to reveal Thyself to us, in 
Thine own word and law, full of majesty and grace ; 
awful in Thine anger, a consuming fire ; but in Thy 
love, gentle, patient, forgiving. And bless us, and 
keep us, now and ever in Thy favor for Thy dear 
Son's sake, our Lord, God, and Redeemer. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 321 

EVENING. 



O LORD, whose every scheme for man is mercy, 
and who hast shewn Thy love towards all Thy crea- 
tures in acts as vast as they are many and continuous, 
enable us, we beseech Thee, to understand, so as 
rightly to value, such mercy and love. Make us to see- 
it in its eyery indication, and then to shew our sense 
of it by ruling oar lives according to Thy holy will. 
And oh, make us duly sensible of our sinful nature, 
whereby we are very far gone from original righteous- 
ness; so impress us with our weakness and frailty, which 
prevent our doing anything pleasing in Thy sight ; 
that we may seek strength from Thee. Enable us, in 
mercy, O Lord, in all things to flee for the aid and 
assistance of Thy Holy Spirit, that He may lead us 
into the way of truth, and keep our feet in the paths 
of righteousness and peace. Watch, O Lord, over 
our thoughts, which continually run astray, and gain 
a mastery ; for they refuse obedience, and despise Thy 
law and threatnings. And, oh, pardon us for the 
time past, blot out all our sins, and remember them 
no more against us. Let not our wandering thoughts, 
and evil imaginations rise up in the great and ter- 
rible day ; let not our vain words, and profitless em- 
ployments, be as witnesses before whom we shall then 
tremble, but do away with our offences, be they of 
thought, word, or action, for Thy dear Son's sake, 
and hear us in His name, as also further in His 
woida:— Our Father 

s 



322 FRIDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 

FATHER of mercies, and God of all grace and 
consolation, Thou art a very present help in every 
time of need. Thou waitest to be gracious, and art 
ever more ready to hear than we to pray; Thou 
wouldest not that any should perish, but hast made 
all men to be saved, and hast given us an assurance 
of this Thy great love towards us in the death of 
Thine only and beloved Son, by whose blood is the 
remission of all sins. Oh, enable us, good Lord, in 
every hour of trial and temptation, to flee unto Thee 
through Him ; to sprinkle our hearts by faith with 
that blood, that the destroying angel, sin, come not 
in with death and woe ; enable us, in the dark periods 
of sorrow and despondency which checker human life, 
and often cast a deep gloom over the rejoicing and 
buoyant spirit, to seek Thee, by our Redeemer, that 
we may find sweet joy and peace ; that we may have 
our heaviness dispelled by the light of Thy counten- 
ance, and a hope confirmed, whose fruition is not here, 
but in heaven. O Lord, we are very far from this; 
we must own that we nurse despondency and court 
gloom too much ; that we dwell in thought upon the 
things of time, when our eternal interests are for- 
gotten or remain unvalued and unthought of. Day 
by day the sun shines to us, but never tells of Thee, 
and the breeze has to our ear no whisper of Thy name, 
the while they both shine only by Thee and for our 
good. O, pardon, we beseech Thee, and bless us, 
henceforth and for ever, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, 323 

EVENING. 



THINE, O God, is the kingdom, power belongeth 
unto Thee, and we must work Thy bidding. Vain is 
all the wisdom of man to gainsay Thy counsels, and 
the strength of man to oppose Thy designs ; Thou 
hast said and shall do it, and Thy word must come to 
pass. The earth is Thine, and the fulness thereof; 
the sea also, and the heavens are the work of Thine 
hands. What, then, is man that Thou art mindful of 
him, or the son of man, that Thou regardest him. 
We are as dust in the balance ; as chaff before the 
wind ; Thou spakest and we were made ; again Thou 
blowest and we are not ; the breath is gone out of our 
nostrils ; and we have returned unto the dust whence 
we came. Oh, humble us, we beseech Thee, under 
the thought of this ; make us to reflect upon it, in 
deep abasement, and with humility of spirit, that we 
walk no more high and proudly; that we no more 
boast in wealth, or health, or strength, or any earthly 
possession; that we no longer value our powers to 
work any work, or to do any deed better than our 
fellows, for in Thy sight, we are all miserable, 
ignorant, foolish, vain, save as we empty ourselves of 
self, and lowly fall before Thee for a pardon, through 
Christ, who died to make that pardon ours. Seal it 
to every one of us now, we beseech Thee ; let the 
blood of the covenant plead for us, and the name of 
Jesus be our watchword, and answer for His sake, O 
Lord, to our souls comfort. Amen. 



324 SATURDAY AFTER FIRST 

MORNING. 



GOD, everlasting, Thou only God, let Thine 
eye look upon us, and Thine ear hear us, and answer 
our prayer for Jesus Christ's sake. We ask Thee to 
receive our humble hut hearty thanksgivings for the 
mercies of the night past, for we must own ii is of 
Thee only we have found rest and renewed strength, 
and that we have been preserved from evil. Oh, make 
our gratitude equal to Thy demands, our love an 
echo of Thine now and ever. But we would espe- 
cially ask Thee to look upon the Church planted in 
this our land, to. preserve and bless it. Let Thine 
arm be a shield against the enemy, and rise up in 
Thy might to defend it against all assaults and dan- 
gers. Make its ministers faithful, give them heavenly 
wisdom, and humble hearts; teach them by Thy 
Spirit that they may be enabled to teach others. Unite 
every member of it more firmly to Thee ; make them 
to look through it to the great head of that holy body, 
to Christ, from whom floweth every hope, and all power, 
and without whom all were but lifelessness and ruin. 
Shed the light of Thy countenance upon us, and let 
Thy favor be with us. Give us hearts diligent in our 
great Master's service ; bands ready to do His bid- 
ding, and tongues which shall proclaim His holy 
name far and wide wheresoever we go, that, more 
and more may know and serve Him daily, for He 
is our Redeemer and God, to whom with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 825 

EVENING. 

O THOU gracious and merciful Lord God, who 
art above all, and yet humblest Thyself to all ; who 
hast offered to us the adoption of sons and daughters; 
to become Thy children in Christ Jesus, give to us such 
a lively and effectual faith, as may secure to us this 
inestimable blessing and privilege. We know, from 
sad experience that we cannot attain to it of ourselves* 
The close of another week, in its self-examination, 
has brought us too many, too glaring proofs of this. 
We have often, we would hope, tried to worship Thee 
daring its few days, yet how cold has been our service, 
how lifeless have been our devotions. We have re- 
peated that sacred form which a Saviour's lips 
hallowed, and a Saviour's love taught, as if it had no 
reference to Him, who would thereby have us secure 
to ourselves a blessing, and we have forgotten the 
holiness of Him on whom we called as Father, even 
Thyself, merciful God. We have said and done 
much most unbecoming our Christian profession and 
calling, and have so jeopardied our salvation. 
Lord, how much would we not have blotted out, if we 
knew eternity to be close at hand ; and which of us 
dare plead, as an excuse for our delay, that we be- 
lieved the message, Thy soul shall be this night 
required of Thee, is afar off. Lord, give us now 
hearts to repent and amend, that we may be Thy 
children indeed, and accept and bless us in this and 
all our prayers, for the sake of Thy dear Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SECOND SUNDAY 

MORNINGL 



ANOTHER Sabbath is ours; bless the Lord, 
my soul, let each one say, and each one now, whilst 
time is given, resolve to dedicate himself and this 
his day to Thee, our God and Lord : to worship Thee 
in the sanctuary, and to shew forth Thy praise with 
thanksgiving. Let these returning hours, few out of 
the many which compose a week, be given to Thy 
service; and accompany every one, throughout the 
length and breadth of this land, who shall endeavor 
to worship Thee in spirit and in truth, with Thine 
especial blessing. Go forth with the teachers of our 
youth ; give them strength to labor as in Thy vine- 
yard ; teach them that they may know how to utter 
the word of caution, of instruction, of advice, and 
warning. May they ever remember their great and 
solemn trust, to train up children in the nurture and 
admonition of Thee, knowing that Thy word has 
promised when they grow old they shall not depart 
from it. Make their endeavors effectual, and increase 
the numbers of those who shall assemble to be taught. 
Give them hearing ears, and understanding hearts; 
make them patient and ready, and so fill Thy fold 
quickly, good Lord, that peace may reign among us, 
and we may prosper in our day and generation. 
Enable us by Thy good Spirit to shew forth Thy 
truth, and to maintain Thy law before all the nations 
of the world, to the glory of Thy great name, and 
the honor of Thy dear son our only and ever Advocate, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



AFTER EASTER. 327 

EYENING. 



O GOD, our very God, who delightest in mercy, 
Thou hast showered fresh blessings upon us, and 
can we make any return ; can we acknowledge Thy 
benefits, Thy many mercies, this day bestowed. 
Let our future lives declare our gratitude, and our 
lips ever speak Thy praise. But, Lord, pardon us, 
for our services have been very cold, and the world 
has had too much power over us ; we have heard Thy 
word, but oar hearts are untouched; and alas, must we 
not' own, with confusion of face, that we know but 
little of what our ears have heard. The sound of m nch 
we heard has never reached our hearts ; they are too 
dead and lifeless in regard to thee. Rouse us, in 
mercy, rouse us from this deadly state ; set before us 
our danger in its true and vivid colors ; make us to 
understand and know our responsibility before Thee, 
and then send Thy Holy Spirit to direct our feet into 
Thy paths, and to open our hearts to Thy love. 
Make us to seek diligently for a saving knowledge of 
Thee now and ever. And grant that the ministrations 
of the sanctuary this day may come home to the 
consciences of many ; may be blessed to Thy waiting 
people ; and especially to us here present. Oh, grant 
that it be not recorded against us as a day lost, by 
reason of our forgetfulness, or indifference. Thou 
canst do all things, and we are powerless ourselves ; 
shew Thy strength in our weakness, and hear and 
bless us, we most earnestly beseech Thee, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



MONDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 



O LORD, Thy mercy has brought us to the morn- 
ing of another day, and the active duties of another 
week are before as; enable ns, we pray Thee, to 
meet and perform them, not in our own strength, not 
by the power of our own arm, or by the wisdom of 
man, or human ingenuity, but solely in reliance on 
Thee to bless our labors, and to endue us with that 
wisdom, by which only we can prosper in our doings. 
Give us that honest industry which can stand before 
Thee, and bear the scrutiny of Thy searching eye. 
Make us, in all things to which we put our hands, 
very diligent, very patient, and very zealous, re- 
membering that for them all we must one day give an 
account to Thee. Let us remember the patient en- 
durance of Him, who spent a youth and early 
manhood subject to His parents, the poor carpenter 
6f Nazareth and his lowly wife, even Jesus, oor 
Saviour, and our example; and from Him let us 
learn that quiet and meek subjection to those who are 
set over us in whatever state we may be, that we may 
have the approval of a good conscience, which is Thy 
gift And, oh, grant, that we may all be blessed with the 
happy and comforting assurance that Thou wilt accept 
us ; because Thy glory was our object, Thy work our 
delight, and to do our Father's business our first aim. 
Tea, Lord, instil into us our blessed Lord's holy prin- 
ciple of active obedience,, and for His sake strengthen us 
and keep us to our lives' end, we beseech Thee, O 
holy Lord God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 329 

EVENING. 

O THOU eternal God, who hast provided for all 
the wants of Thy people, and rememherest Thy cove- 
nant with Thy chosen; Thou Shepherd of Israel, 
who ever leadest Thy servants by the waters of com- 
fort, and into pleasant pastures; be with us, we 
humbly beseech Thee, in Thine abundant love, and 
let Thy blessing rest upon us. Our wants are many; 
yet we must confess it is because we have not sought 
a supply from Thee; because we have not pleaded 
the covenant Thou didst make with us in baptism ; 
because we have broken our part in it, and forgotten 
Thee, our Maker, and our best Friend. The fault, 
O Lord, is ours; pardon then, and help and strengthen 
ns for the time to come. Give us more faith, more 
patience, more perseverance. Endue us with all the 
Christian graces, and, if we have been blest with any, 
oh, grant that they may shine in and from us with 
brighter lustre day by day. Take us under Thine 
especial guidance; shew us the way in which we ought 
to go, and keep our feet in it. And, when sorrow, 
or trouble, or anxiety arise, then lead us to the foun- 
tain of consolation ; shew us the Saviour waiting to 
be gracious, open our ears to His merciful invitation 
that we may cast all our care upon Him, and so defy 
the evils and the sorrows of life, which can no more 
distress us ; for He is a very present help in trouble, 
and He careth for us. Let these our prayers ascend 
to Thee in His name, and hear us further, we beseeeh 
Thee, in His own words : — Our Father 



330 TUESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 



LORD God, blessed is the man that tmsteth in 
Thee, and whose hope Thou art; who covereth him- 
self with the shadow of Thy wings, and can look to 
Thee in every hour ; he shall be as a [tree planted by 
the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the 
river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green ; the fire of affliction shall not 
scorch him ; men may pass by, and a smile shall be 
upon his countenance, he will make a merry noise 
unto the God of Jacob ; for his heart rejoiceth in Thee. 
Scorn, and reproof of men shall not reach him ; he 
shall lie down on his bed in peace, and rise in the 
morning with gladness, for Thou wilt not forsake him, 
and his doings shall not miscarry. But cursed is the 
man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, 
and whose heart departeth from the Lord. He shall 
be like a heath in the desert, and shall not see when 
good cometh ; evil shall hunt him ; pain shall follow 
him ; and he shall not know peace or rejoicing. 
Lord, our God, great is Thy mercy, therefore, give 
us Thy blessing ; make us to trust only to Thee, to 
hope only in Thee, and to seek Thee early and late, 
as our chief good, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy, and enable us to flee the company of 
the ungodly, to come not nigh them, for their end is 
destruction, lest we be caught in their snare; and 
hear us for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ, our 
blessed Lord and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 331 

EVENING. 



O THOU great and adorable God, Thou who 
dwellest high in the heavens over all, look upon us 
as we kneel before Thee, to offer our evening sacrifice, 
and accept us, for Jesus Christ's sake. We have gone 
astray, and done wickedly ; we have wandered from 
the fold of the great Shepherd ; we have turned eyety 
one to his own way; we have followed our own de- 
vices ; we have sought our own pleasures ; we have 
hunted after profit, and we have loved the world. 
The cares of life have eaten into us as a canker, and 
we know it not. Oh, send Thy Spirit, good Lord ; 
for Jesus Christ's sake, now let the Holy Spirit en- 
lighten each one of us that we may see our lost and 
ruined condition by nature ; that we may learn to 
know, and be led to acknowledge, that in us dwelleth 
no good thing. Pride bars the entrance for this truth; 
for by nature we are very proud, and we boast our- 
selves as better than Thou. Oh, teach us the troth ; 
and remove such delusion ; shew us our ignorance, 
and implant within us knowledge, such knowledge as 
has its spring with Thee, and brings us to the foot of 
the cross, humbled, and penitent, yet not despairing. 
Thou art all sufficient for us, and Thou wilt strengthen 
the very weakest who calls upon Thee. Hear our cry 
and be merciful unto us. Guide us in the right way 
here ; lead us in the path in which we ought to tread, 
keep us by Thy great power, and save every one of us 
at the last, for the sake of Thy dear Son, our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



332 WEDNESDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 



IN the name of our Redeemer, we would thank 
Thee, O Lord our God, that Thou hast brought us in 
safety to the beginning of another day. Enable us, 
by the same power which has been thus so merci- 
fully extended to us, to pass the hours of light 
in honest obedience to Thy will, and in earnest en- 
deavors to promote Thy glory. Let Thy Holy Spirit 
direct all our goings, and guide us as we engage in 
any of the active occupations of life, lest we forget 
Thee, and walk frowardly. Let His heavenly influ- 
ence restrain us from a too anxious desire to prosper 
in worldly matters, lest we be day by day more 
absorbed by a love of the things to which the natural 
heart of man cleaves, and so lose our portion in that 
place where Thou dwellest, and our Saviour waits to 
be oar Judge. Overrule all our thoughts, sayings, 
and doings, and bring us into subjection, body, soul, 
and spirit, to Thyself. Let the light of Thy counte- 
nance cheer us, if our day be darkened by disappoint- 
ment; and, if joy come, oh, let that light be yet to our 
hearts far dearer and brighter ; let our eyes ever look 
to Thee, and our hearts ever beat for Thee, and let a 
grateful recollection of all Thy mercies towards us, 
animate us to more zeal in Thy service, awaken in us 
more desire for Thy glory, and establish for us a 
more entire dependence on Thy love, and exceeding 
great mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord and God. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER BISTER. 333 

EVENING. 



O LORD, how manifold are Thy works, in wis- 
dom hast Thou made them all ; the earth is full of 
Thy goodness ; Thy mercy is from everlasting, and 
endureth throughout all ages. Let our hearts mag- 
nify Thee, O God, and our tongues speak of Thy 
praise; let our lives shew forth our thanksgiving, 
and every day prove, hy acts of devotion and love, 
that we are the disciples of our Redeemer. God, 
we have within us, hour hy hour, proofs of Thy ex- 
oeeding forbearance, since Thou vouchsafed health, 
which we do not deserve, and givest ease, which we 
never merited. Here, in this our household, we see 
Thine hand busy for us, Thine arm protects us, 
and Thy good Spirit strives with us every day. Oh, 
make us so sensible of this goodness, that each of us may 
strive to gain Thy favor, and to win Thine abiding 
love, that we may live as one, in the unity of the 
Spirit, that we may act under the bond of peace, and 
pursue righteousness of life. Temptations surround 
even in our best estate; pleasure calls us away from 
Thee. Oh, fortify us against their assaults and 
wiles; give us that strength, which is more thaa 
human, and by which we may resist every attack of 
the evil one, and stand strong in Thee, and in the 
power of Thy might, for if we stand not here, we 
know that we cannot enter into Thy rest hereafter. 
Lei the name of Jesus prevail for us in this and 
all our prayers, O holy Lord. Amen. 



334 THURSDAY AFTER SECOTO 

MORNING 



O LORD God, everlasting, holy, and true, look 
upon us ; Thou art very gracious, therefore, we trust 
to Thee to hear us ; and, since Jesus Christ is our 
Mediator, we know that Thou wilt help us. We need 
Thy help, O Lord, in many things, because in many 
things we offend Thee grievously and often. Thou 
knowest them all ; there is not a desire of our hearts 
which is not plainly read by Thee ; alas, how often 
to our condemnation, for we have desired things 
which we ought not to have done, and the things 
which would have been to our profit we have neg- 
lected or despised. O Lord, if at this moment there 
be one thought harbored by us, one wish that we are 
indulging, which will not find its justification in Thy 
word, enable us at once to root it out, and to cast it 
from us. Shew us the entire purity of Thy nature, 
which cannot look upon evil, though it be in but a 
passing thought, and give us grace to amend for the 
time to come. Yea, Lord, implant in us such a holy 
desire and longing to be Thine, that we may each 
strive with the other in ways of godliness, and grow 
all of us, thereby, more like Thee in Thy nature, 
more closely the disciples of a loving Saviour, and 
the redeemed of a dying Lord. It is Thy work, O 
God ; work it in every one of us, we earnestly be-» 
seech Thee, and help us in every time of need, that 
we may be able to stand against the wiles of the evil 
one, and ever to bless Thy holy name, through. Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 335 

EVENING. 



O GOD, our Maker, oar most gracious and holy 
Preserver, behold us now, we earnestly pray Thee, 
as the work of Thy hands, and be merciful unto 
us. Remember that we are but dust, powerless of 
ourselves to do any good, and altogether unequal to 
the requirements of Thy holy law. We cannot even 
* think things agreeable to Thee unless Thy grace pre- 
vent and follow us ; we may try to do our duty, but 
we shall altogether fail, unless Thy Spirit quicken 
and assist us, unless our flesh be subdued, and our 
natural inclinations be made to yield to the require- 
ments of Thee our God. Strengthen us we pray 
Thee, in the inner man, that we may be able to appear 
before Thee with an acceptable sacrifice ; that this our 
service, feeble though it be, may, for Jesu's sake, find 
favor, and bring upon us a blessing from Thee. Let 
the weakness of our nature plead our excuse for the 
time past, and Jesu's merits supply our deficiency. 
And, for the time to come, enlarge our hearts, and 
let Thy Spirit dwell within them, that He may guide 
us into all truth, and preserve us from the power of 
the evil one. Thou seest our secret sins ; oh, be mer- 
ciful unto us, and grant that they be not our ruin, 
that we may not indulge them to the injury of our 
souls, or to the disgrace of our Christian profession. 
Keep us Thy disciples in all things, set our feet 
in Thy paths, and order our goings, and bless us, for 
Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ Amen, 



336 FRIDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 



O LORD God, who dwellest in heaven, and yet in 
love lookest down upon the creatures of Thy hands, 
to bless and keep them, mercifully regard us of this 
household and family, we beseech Thee, and let Thy 
grace be upon ns now and evermore. Give us in this 
and every hour the spirit of grace and supplication; 
lead us in the strength of prayer through all the trials, 
the temptations and difficulties which meet ns in life; 
prepare us, by humble supplication, and saving faith 
in Thy dear Son's atonement, fox every difficulty 
which we may have to encounter as we pass through 
this world ; and stay us on Thyself, whether joy or 
sorrow come, that we may be able to stand against all 
the wiles of the devil. Thy strength only is sufficient 
for this, and in that strength we know that we may 
be very bold, and shall conquer. We know also* 
Lord, that if we fail it is because we lack that strength, 
and that, lacking it, we have not asked from Thee 
the precious gift as we might, we have not sought the 
inestimable boon as we ought Oh, enable us to con- 
tend with Thee more earnestly, that we may obtain ; 
teach us how to pray as we ought, that we may have 
the things we need; open Thou our lips, and our 
utterance shall be acceptable with Thee; we shall 
have everything good for us both in time and for 
eternity. Tea, indeed, we shall lack nothing. Oh, 
grant all these things,, we beseech Thee, for Jesus 
Christ's sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 337 



EVENING. 



ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who hast 
impassion on all men, we beseech Thee to visit us 
ow in pity and love, and give us the spirit of prayer 
ad supplication, that our present act of worship may 
e acceptable with Thee. O blessed Saviour, our 
ledeemer, who knowest our frailties, and canst make 
Uowance for our short comings, vouchsafe now to 
lead for us, and let Thy all prevailing merits be set 
rrth on our behalf. O Holy Spirit, one with the 
ather and the Son, be Thou our Lord, our very God; 
well in us, sanctify us, purify us ; cleanse us from 
11 evil, and fit us for communion with our triune 
ehovah. And, O most holy and glorious Trinity, 
tree persons and, one God, accept us. Though we 
3 miserable sinners; though we have erred and 
rayed from Thy ways like lost sheep ; though we 
mre done the things which we ought not to have 
one, and left undone the things which we ought to have 
one ; though we have forsaken our God, pardon and 
seeive us. Enable us to know Thee in the fulness 
f Thy majesty and attributes; to apprehend Thy 
mniscience, and to tremble lest we harbor the thought 
f sin ; to understand Thy omnipresence, and to keep 
or feet wheresoever we go, knowing that Thou art 
wre also ; to learn Thy omnipotence, and to dread, 
**t we awaken Thy wrath, and bring upon us fearful 
nd sudden punishment. Keep us in all our goings 
nd doings ; in every hour, and in every place, and 
trield and protect us as Thine own, and all for the 
ike of Jesus Christ our Mediator and God. Amen. 



338 SATURDAY AFTER SECOND 

MORNING. 



O GOD, who searchest the heart, and readest 
therein the characters and dispositions of men ; Thou 
who canst not dwell where any wicked thing is, or 
with the man who harhorest unclean thoughts, we 
heseech Thee to give us grace and strength to examine 
ourselves, to prove and see whether we be in the 
faith; whether we hold fast the profession which we 
make of it without wavering, and so walk in accord- 
ance with Thy will and commandments. Oh, do Thou 
enable us to prepare our hearts unto Thee ; to serve 
Thee only; to look to Thee, and none else, since 
Thou art our reconciled Father in Christ Jesus. 
Teach us how to consider our ways and doings ; to 
lay to heart the many times we have wandered from 
them, and given ourselves to work wickedness before 
Thee with a high hand. Teach us further, that, 
to be accepted of Thee, we must do all things unto 
Thee ; that we must seek Thee early, as the morning 
dawns upon our opening eyes, and cleave to Thee 
until the light fades with the close of day ; and then 
retire to the silence of our chambers as to Thy hiding 
place, that we may commune with Thee, and seek 
that protection which may keep us through the dark- 
ness of the coming night, and that love which may 
vouchsafe to our eyelids rest, and to our frames the 
refreshment of sleep, in the hope of awaking to another 
day of duty to our God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 839 

EVENING. 



O LORD, our God, wonderful and great, high 
and holy ; wonderful for Thy mercy towards fallen 
and erring man. We go astray continually, and yet 
Thou ever preservest us ; we forget Thee day by day, 
and yet Thou daily showerest down Thy benefits 
upon us. We despise Thy law, and run in opposition 
to Thy will, yet Thou hearest the voice of our Saviour, 
who pleads on our behalf, for Thy mercy endureth for 
ever. Thou indeed, O Lord, art great, for we can 
find from Thee a supply in every need, a power equal 
to every combat upon which we have to enter. Yet 
Thou art high above all things, and holiness is Thy 
name for ever. God, because these are Thine attri- 
butes, we come unto Thee; because we know that 
Thou lovest to exercise them, we seek Thee, and 
plead, in Christ's name, that Thou wilt continue to 
manifest them in and for us. Let not our sins step 
between Thee and us ; let not our iniquities, which 
cry for vengeance, drive Thee from us, but stretch 
forth still Thine arm, to be our shield and defence, 
and let Thy right hand hold us, lest we slip. Yea, . 
Lord, for every one of this household, we beseech Thee 
to shew forth Thy mercy and love ; make us to be 
holy in all manner of conversation; keep us pure 
from the defilements of sin, from indulgence in deceit 
which must be found out, and let us not speak lies 
to the ruin of our souls. And all these things we 
ask for the sake of Thy dear Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



340 THIRD SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

LORD our God, and Governor, who bast or- 
dained powers and authorities and raised up men 
among us to rule in our nation, we beseech Thee to 
enable us to obey them in the faith and fear of Thee. 
Subdue in us that pride which loves a mastery, that 
disobedience which refuses to submit; that haugh- 
tiness of spirit which cannot bear restraint. She# 
us the humility of Jesus, which kept Him from* 
exercising authority not His own, for He came iri 
the foTm of a servant, and, as a servant, was obedient 
unto men. Make us to understand his submission^ 
when he payed his country's demanded tax, and 
taught His hearers to render, even to a heathen mo- 
narch, his due in lawful tribute. Impress upon ud 
that unfailing obedience which marked His life, an<( 
made His actions our great pattern. And then lead 
us into His steps, and keep our feet that they wander* 
not from them again. We know that it is hard for* 
flesh and blood to submit ; but, if the holy example 
of Jesus will not persuade us, oh, let the fearful one 
of Satan drive us to seek from Thee lowly spirits,* 
and obedient hearts. Convince US of the folly of re- 
bellion, which at most can but secure us a moment's 
satisfaction, and that at the price of eternal unretft 
Tea, Lord, by any means keep us from its bewitching 
power, lest we forget our God, and die. But l& Jefti'S 
Spirit of holy submission, and unerring ebedierioe W 
ours we pray Thee new and eve*, fc* His &&# 
Amen. 



AFTER EASTER. 341 

EVENING. 



O ALMIGHTY Lord God, whom to know is 
eternal life, and whom to know not is death everlasting, 
give us that wisdom by which we may be enabled 
to apprehend Thee in Thy fulness, a triune Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and to worship Thee a» 
such now and ever. Let Thy pure light shine into 
our hearts, now darkened by sin, and defiled by the 
love of iniquity, that we may purify ourselves from 
all pollution of the flesh and spirit, and perfect holi- 
ness in the fear of Thee. Thou wilt not excuse the 
guilty, and until we are so cleansed, we cannot stand 
in Thy sight, for we know that Thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. Strengthen us to walk in all 
Thy laws blameless ; to strive ever for that heavenly 
conversation which shall minister unto godliness, and 
that we may be approved as disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. The day is ours and the night is ours, but they 
must be devoted to Thy service, for we know that 
Thou required a constant service. Oh, grant that 
our professed worship this day may not be recorded 
against us as sin ; that our slackness to acknowledge 
Thee in all our doings may not be remembered, nor 
our coldness rise in judgment to our condemnation. 
But let Thy mercy pardon all our short-comings, 
and Thy grace henceforth protect, and comfort us, be 
our shield and stay, our joy and comfort, and ever 
keep us in the knowledge and worship of Thee, and of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ, for His «ake. Amen. 



342 MONDAY AFTER THIRD 



MORNING. 



O GOD, our very God, to whom all flesh must 
bow, and before whose anger no man can stand and 
live, we beseech Thee mercifully to pour out Thy Holy 
Spirit upon us who now call on Thee in Thy dear 
Son's name. Yea, Lord, pour out Thy Spirit on every 
one of us without measure. May He dwell in us, 
and sanctify us wholly, purifying us from all pollu- 
tion, and preserving us in every hour of trial and 
temptation, that we fall not ; that we call not forth 
Thine anger, nor bring down upon us the vengeance 
of Thine awakened wrath. Lord, we must own 
that, hitherto, we have too frequently done this ; too 
often have we neglected the means and opportunities 
of grace so mercifully vouchsafed; too often have we 
despised the warnings, and given no heed to the 
threatenings which Thou hast uttered in sickness, 
distress, or pain. Friends have been swept from our 
side; acquaintance have been taken away, and our 
own kindred have gone down to the grave, and yet 
we have not read in those events the lesson they 
should teach ; we have not prepared to meet our God. 
But we are spared, and time is given us to repent; 
oh, let Thy Spirit now move us to repentance ; may 
He now, whilst it is the accepted time, call us away 
from the follies of life and the sins of time, from the 
allurements, and pleasures of existence here; from 
the attachment to a world that lieth in wickedness, 
and which has no profit for an immortal being, and 
lead us to Thee as our reconciled God, in Christ 
Jesus, for His sake, our Redeemer. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 343 

EVENING. 



AGAIN, Lord, let our hearts praise Thee, and 
our tongues magnify Thy holy name ; again let our 
lips utter a sound of thanksgiving, and make our 
lives to hless Thee in their every act, God. We 
have come to the close of another day, and we are 
safe ; Thine arm has been over us, and Thy power 
has shielded us. We have escaped many evils which 
have fallen upon others, and why is it so. Lord, 
we are not better than our neighbors ; we follow too 
much after vanity, we love to tritle away precious 
time, and to waste moments which we cannot recall. 
We know that we fall short of our duty; and yet 
Thou sparest us. Oh, that we could magnify Thee 
as we ought, and tell of all Thy wondrous works on 
our behalf. But we cannot, because we practise our 
lips in folly more than in praise, and we seek this 
world more earnestly than heaven, our Saviour's 
purchase for us. Lord, teach us better things ; Lord, 
help us to seek for holier thoughts ; Lord, bless us 
with more hallowed aspirations. Put away from us 
all evil, the day-dream of sin which allures so many ; 
the easy rest which we are too vainly imagining is 
ours ; the sleep of unconsciousness which shuts out 
the thought of danger, and eternal death ; and hold 
Thou us up, that we may, indeed, praise Thee, and 
glorify Thy name, as we would now do, whilst we 
ascribe to Thee, Father, Thee, Son, and Thee, 
O Holy Ghost, three Persons and one God, honor, 
glory, and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 



3±4 TUESDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, great, is Thy mercy, and 
great our iniquity, because we despise that mercy and 
refuse every invitation of love which Thou utterest 
continually, according to our necessities. In afflic- 
tions, we forget Thy instruction to pray; in our 
mirth we will not sing psalms, as Thou wouldest 
have us, for our affections are earthly, they are set on 
things of time and sense, and here our hearts are 
fixed. We love the pleasures of the world ; we seek 
the amusements which this scene presents to us ; we 
cleave to friends here, though they fail, and then we 
look for others, and we will not see that Thou art our 
best Friend, and that Thou canst not fail, for Thy 
mercies are new every morning, and Thy promise is 
sure and bringeth salvation. Turn us, O good Lord, 
and so shall we be turned ; pardon us, and so shall 
we have peace; accept us for the sake of Thy be- 
loved; so shall we rejoice evermore with joy unspeak- 
able. So shall we have real joy ; so shall we partake 
of the blessedness, even here, of the saints in light, 
and be exceeding glad. And let the mind that was 
in Christ be in us, and to do Thy will be our first 
and chiefest object in life, and keep us in its every 
hour, amid all its trials, and through all its temp- 
tations, until that day when we shall appear at the 
judgment seat of the Redeemer. Oh, grant that He 
prove then to have been our Redeemer for His 
sake ; even Jesus Christ, Thine only Son. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 345 

EVENING. 



O LORD, the Proteotor of all who trust in Thee ; 
the strength of every feeble believer ; and the refuge 
of the distressed, when temptation comes, we presume 
to approach Thee this evening, ere we go to our 
chambers, that our united voices may reach Thine 
ear, and our prayers secure a blessing. Enable us 
to ask aright, and purify us from the defilements 
which sin has this day brought upon us ; wash us 
that we may be clean; for we are not fit to stand 
before Thee, and only in the name of our great 
Mediator do we presume to come. For His sake, let 
Thy mercy lighten upon us, and give us that peace 
which the world cannot give; sustain us with that 
hope, which shall stay us in every hour, and under all 
circumstances, and which shall make us to rejoice, 
even in the midst of tribulation and sorrow, and be 
our best comfort in the hour of death. Yea, Lord, 
let it be our portion this night, as we lie down to 
sleep, that our last thoughts may be of Thee, and the 
rest prepared by our Saviour for Thy children ; so 
shall we fear no evil, for we shall know that Thou art 
with us, that Thy holy angels watch over us, and 
that, whatsoever betide, it must be very good. An4 
keep us from all danger ; curtain us about with Thy 
protection ; give us refreshing sleep. These prayers 
we offer in the name of our blessed Saviour and 
Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen. 



316 WEDNESDAY AFTER THIBD 

MORNING. 



O GOD, the day is Thine, and the night is Thine; 
enable us, we beseech Thee, to dedicate their every 
hour to Thee. And now we ask Thy especial blessing 
on the day we have just begun. May it witness to us 
that we are Thy disciples indeed, by a walk in the 
steps of our great example Jesus Christ. Keep us, 
and all near and dear to us during it, by Thy Spirit. 
Yea, Lord, let Thy spirit strive with each one of us, 
that we may be convinced of sin, and led to holiness; 
that we may see our weakness, and seek Thy strength; 
that we may know our condemnation, and flee to our 
Saviour, for pardon and deliverance. Take our hearts 
into Thine hands, and mould them; fashion them 
after Thy likeness; renew them according to Thy 
will ; establish them by Thy power, and make us to 
feel and know that we are Thine own according to 
the promise ; Thine accepted in Christ Jesus. Give 
us a growing desire for heavenly things ; a longing 
after Thee ; an increasing love for our Saviour, that 
nothing in life may hinder us in running our course 
with joy, or prevent our arrival at that gaol, where 
a crown of glory waits for us. And make us to see 
clearly our way of duty in every event that arises, 
that we may shew forth Thy glory, and in all things 
proclaim ourselves the disciples of our blessed Lord, 
in whose name accept these our petitions, Lord 
our God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 347 

EVENING. 



LORD, who triest the faith of Thy saints by 
suffering; who givest them often the bitter waters of 
affliction to drink, and the cup of sorrow as their por- 
tion, that the world may know the power of grace, 
and the strength of faith, which are Thy great and 
merciful gifts to the sons of men, endue us, we pray 
Thee, with such a spirit ; enable us to meet all the 
trials, and difficulties, the crosses and annoyances of 
this time of our probation, as Thy merciful warning 
and correction, as proofs of Thy just yet loving disposi- 
tion towards us. Let them work in us more of Thy will ; 
and keep us more closely in Thy way. Make them to 
shew us the vanity of life, and worldly joys, which a 
moment must close, and which any moment may cloud 
with disappointment, or a blight. And, oh, when 
Thou sparest us ; when Thou preserves! to us health, 
strength and the enjoyments of life, let us not forget 
Thee their bountiful Giver; let not the creature take 
the Creator's place in our hearts, but touch them with 
a spirit of greater fervor, of more entire devotion, of 
more lively gratitude and love, and open our mouths 
in the words of thanksgiving and praise, in the lan- 
guage of holy joy. And let our lives shew forth our 
feelings in every act and word, so shall we indeed 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, and proclaim 
Him to be our Lord, as we now own Him our 
Mediator, for whose sake hear our prayer and answer, 
we beseech Thee, Lord, our God. Amen. 



348 THURSDAY AFTEtt THIRD 

MORNING 



GOD, who lovest the humble one, and who 
wilt not accept the prayers of a proud spirit, give us, 
we beseech Thee, such humility, that, coming to Thee 
with the spirit which was in Jesus and in His name, we 
may be accepted by Thee, and have a gracious answer 
to our prayers. Lord, the natural man loves 
authority, and spurns at submission; the natural 
heart is enmity against Thee, because Thou art Lord 
of all ; and the disposition of the unrenewed will 
none of Thy counsels, though they are perfect wisdom. 
Take from us, such hearts, and renew right spirits 
within us ; make us to understand Thy service, and 
to feel it as a delight; to seek to be engaged in it, as 
our best occupation, and to promote it, as our highest 
interest. Teach us, Lord, by Thy Holy Spirit how 
authority brings unrest, and power disquiet, and how 
much happier is he who serves the Lord his God, in 
humility of Spirit and with holiness of heart, than 
the mighty one who walks abroad in the sun blaze of 
fame, or amid the bright trappings of worldly splenr 
dour. And lead us to search after the spirit which 
marked the every act of Him, who went before us as an 
example, and who taught with authority yet was obe- 
dient in all things. As we hope to serve in heaven, 
oh, teach us to serve on earth, and to rejoice that we 
are admitted to the privilege of servants, that Thou 
Jiast graciously vouchsafed to us work wjiich may fit 
us to dwell with Tfree hereafter. And grant tips for 
Jesus Christ's sake our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 349 



EVENING. 



LORD, merciful and gracious, our hope, our 
refuge, arid strength, hear us; Thou holy one and 
trtfe, Thoxi eternal Saviour, our God, hear us ; Thou 
light to all who sit in darkness ; Thou guide, and 
comforter, the Holy Spirit, hear us ; Thou everlasting 
Lord and God in an adorable yet mysterious Trinity, 
bear us, and bless as, and accept our prayers. Look 
upon ud in our unhappy divisions; now, in our time of 
trouble, let our cry come unto Thee, and give us pa- 
tience, perseverance, and strength. Gird us with Thy 
sword> enable us to wield it in the power which, 
Thou, and only Thou canst give; open our mouths to 
£roelaim with faithfulness and zeal Thy truth ; and, 
oh, set our hearts so entirely on Thee, make our love 
for Thee so great; our desire to please Thee so 
ardent, that we may in every hour and every act have 
Thy glory in view, and Thy honor before us. Estab- 
lish us, Lord God, in Thy strength, that we may 
do all to promote the one and extend the other ; that 
we may lay aside ev*ry worldly care, and every worldly 
com fort ; our joys, our hopes, and pleasures, if need 
be, to advance Thy tf uth, and to maintain Thy su- 
premacy amongst us. Alas, we must confess, with 
deep sorrow, that we have not done this ; we have not 
desired so to do; we have been cold and careless, but 
Thou art very mefoiful and long suffering, not willing 
that any should perish. Oh, keep us from presuming 
on that mercy, we fray Thee, and accept the praise 
we would give to the eternal and glorious Trinity in 
Unity, three Persons and one God, for ever. Amen. 



350 FRIDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 



GOD, Thou Lord of all, we come unto Thee in 
faith, we would worship Thee in sincerity, we would 
cast ourselves, and all that we have into Thine hands, 
and ask Thee to mould us for Thyself, as Thine own, 
in body, soul and spirit. We have tried the world ; 
we have tasted of its joys and sorrows, its cares and 
pleasures ; we have seen the sunshine, and we have 
felt the storm ; we have known all things to pass 
away, and had too much reason to exclaim vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity. Every day has proclaimed 
this truth, every event has shewn it forth too plainly 
and distinctly to be misunderstood, and yet, Lord, we 
have loved the world, we have sought the world, as if 
it were our home, our eternal dwelling; we have 
pursued pleasure, as if it would never end ; and re- 
joiced in things of time, as if they could secure us joy 
for ever. Pardon our misdeeds, our ignorance, our 
follies; blot out our iniquities, and remember not 
our offences. Let the blood of Jesus cleanse us from 
all our sins; let His meditation be effectual on our 
behalf; and oh, let Thy holy spirit keep us for the 
time to come. Let Him convince us of sin whenever 
we are tempted, and when we fall, let Him lead us to 
Thee for pardon, and work in us godly sorrow, a re- 
pentance not to be repented of, and amendment of life 
shewn forth in all manner of holiness, in our con- 
versation, and in our doings, for the sake of Thy 
dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 351 

EVENING. 



O LORD, who hearest prayer, let our evening 
sacrifice be acceptable unto Thee, and bless us whilst 
we pray. Endue us with the spirit of prayer and 
supplication ; enable us to realise in our hearts Thy 
holiness, and our sinfulness; Thy purity and our 
defilement; Thy wisdom and our ignorance. Open 
our eyes to see ourselves in the glass of Thy holy 
words ; to measure ourselves by Thy just law ; and to 
judge ourselves by Thy commandments, that we be 
not judged by Thee, and fall under condemnation. 
Thy word is exceeding broad ; who cannot know it ; 
Thy will is very plain ; who cannot understand it. 
Oh, let us not be deceived ; let no evil spirit whisper 
to us things which savor not of peace ; but preserve 
us from evil, and from all temptation. Keep us in 
all our goings, that our foot slips not ; that we do not 
stumble among the crooked paths of life; but that we 
choose the plain way of godliness, and pursue it, with 
our faces heavenward; with a one desire, a one hope, 
to annimate, and comfort, and cheer us ; a desire to 
please Thee, a hope of heaven, and its eternal rest. 
So shall we prosper here; so shall we have the 
blessing of Thy favor ; and though men frown, and 
friends forsake, so shall we rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory, for then we are Christ's and 
Christ is ours, and through Him we are Thine for 
ever and ever. Amen. 



352 SATURDAY AFTER THIRD 

MORNING. 

LORD our God, whose name is excellent in 
all the world; Thou who hast done wonderful 
things for us, and hast laid up in store for those who 
seek Thee joys at Thy right band for evermore. 
Thou who hast told us that in the world we shall have 
tribulation that man is born to sorrow as the sparks 
fly upwards; and hast let each of Thy children expe- 
rience often these solemn truths; do Thou so deal 
with us, that we may shew our belief in them by a 
more active and continuing search for Thee; by a 
more determined clinging to our Saviour ; by a more 
untiring walk in the light of Thy Holy Spirit. Make 
us to love not the world, neither the things of the 
world ; open our eyes to its vanities, its follies, the 
emptiness of its pleasures, the unsatisfying nature of 
its amusements. Teach us how to use the good things 
of life, which Thou mercifully vouchsafes^ as Thy 
gifts for a season ; not as things to love, or to seek 
only as the passing enjoyments of a Summer's leaves 
and flowers, which most be followed by a season when 
they are not pleasing to the eye, but as unsatisfactory to 
immortal souls. And, in tribulation, let us look and 
cling more closely to Thee, knowing it is Thy voice, 
speaking in mercy, and warning us in plain, and start- 
ling language, that we love not the world. So may 
we hope to flee away and be safe, so may we look with 
confidence for a rest and refuge, where Thou wonldevt 
have us, be under the shadow of Thy wings, through 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 353 

EVENINGK 

HOW manifold are Thy mercies, Lord Jehovah; 
every hour declares them to us, and every event pro- 
claims them, for Thy mercy is over all Thy works, 
and everything is Thine, on earth as well as in the 
wide heavens. Oh, that men would, therefore, praise 
Thee for Thy goodness ; oh, that their mouths would 
sing unto Thee, and their hearts dictate the utterance 
of those mouths. Oh, that we, who are now met, once 
more on the eve of Thy holy Sabbath, in Thy pre- 
sence, would now seek Thy Spirit's aid to influence 
our devotions, and to lead our thoughts to Thee, 
whose we are, though rebellious; whom we ought 
to serve, though following our own imaginations, and 
choosing pleasures or profit as our master, rather 
than Thee. Pardon, good Lord, pardon us who 
justly deserve to be punished ; blot out our offences, 
and be merciful unto us, and deliver us ; make Thy 
right hand our shield, Thine arm our stay, and keep 
us, in body, soul, and spirit, this night. Chase away 
from us all thoughts of evil ; remove all sinful imagin- 
ings, all vain desires, all disquieting and disturbing 
fancies, and dwell in us, in all fulness ; that, having* 
slept a quiet sleep, and in our waking hours, having 
meditated on Thee, Thy mercy and love, we may rise 
anxious for the duties of the morrow, and press into 
Thine house, strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might, even Jesus our Saviour, in whose name 
we pray unto Thee, as also in His own words : — Our 
Father 

z 



364 FOURTH SUNDAY 



MORNING. 



GOD, high and holy, Thpu hast in mercy 
brought us to the opening of another week ; another 
Sabbath is ours, Thou hast called us to its sacred 
rest ; and we would dedicate its every hour to Thee. 
Let Thy Spirit strengthen and influence us, that we 
may do so. May He be our Guide and Director, in 
every thought, and word, and work. Let Him lead 
us to Thy courts with thanksgiving, and make our 
hearts to leap with joy that we can enter into Thy 
presence, and find Thee in Thine own appointed 
place. May He open our ears to hear the word of 
truth, the gospel of salvation, and our hearts to receive 
it as good seed, that, in due season, it may bring forth 
a hundred fold. And may He accompany us as we 
leave the sacred portals, lest we lose the seed sown ; 
lest present cares, or rising pleasures, meet and choke 
its growth, and we be worse than if we had never 
heard. May He shew us that all Thy paths are 
pleasantness, and all Thy ways peace, and lead us by 
the waters of comfort, into pleasant pastures, where 
Thou feedest Thy flock continually. And may He 
convince ns of the sin of neglecting Thine ordinances 
on His holy day; yea, may he take us each one and 
all into His holy keeping, that at its close we may 
have the approval of a good conscience ; that we may 
bring home with us a full portion of the bread of life 
which will be so freely offered to us, and of the waters 
of salvation which will be set before us. And these 
things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



AFTER EASTER. 355 

EVENING. 



- O LORD God of Sabaoth, whom all the host of 
heaven obey in one perfect and unending Sabbath, 
how shall we, Thy sin polluted creatures, come before 
Thee at the close of another day of holy rest, but 
with contrite hearts, with the language of sorrow, and 
eyes which dare not look but upon the ground, under 
a sense of our misuse of the privileges and oppor- 
tunities this day, in mercy, once more afforded us. 
And yet we hope, when this life is ended, and time 
shall be no longer, to dwell with Thee ; we look to 
heaven as our place of rest ; we ask of Him who has 
gone before, to prepare a mansion for us, that where 
He is we may be for ever. Lord, shew iis our folly, 
make us to see our sin ; give us understandings to 
know that heaven will be no place of rest to him who. 
cannot rest one day in seven ; that he who will not 
worship Thee through Thine own Sabbaths on earth, 
can never learn to praise Thee through Thy one 
Sabbath in the mansions of eternal glory. Oh, im- 
press this solemn truth upon the hearts of each one 
of us ; bring it home to us with all the fulness and 
force of an awful conviction from which there is no 
escape, that we may not peril our eternal and best 
hopes by the neglect of Thine own day, by doing 
despite to Thy Spirit freely offered to us in its ordi- 
nances, but that we may ever come to Thee in Thine 
appointed way, through our blessed Saviour, for whose 
sake hear us now and ever. Amen. 



356 MONDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

BLESSED Lord, and God, who waitest to be 
•gracious* we come to Thee for grace to help as in the 
occupations amd the businesH of the week we have now 
begun. We would commit ourselves into Thy hands; 
we would a3k Thy Spirits blessed influence toaccom* 
pany us through its every day, and to direct us in its 
every hour 5 for without Thee we can do nothing. 
Protect us, we beseech Thee, from all dangers and 
temptations ; from the assaults of the great enemy of 
our souls, and from the lusts of the flesh. Set a 
watch over our lips that they offend not, and oh, keep 
our thoughts, which are too ready to indulge in sin, 
and to blot iniquity, lest they be our ruin. Make us 
to see Thy hand directing all things for our good, 
though they seem not to prosper to us ; enable us to 
cry to Thee in every necessity, and to make every 
trial known unto Thee ; teach us Thy statutes that 
we may observe them, and that, in obedience to their 
holy rule, we may do our every work. Bless all our 
honest endeavors whether on behalf of ourselves or 
others, and make us oareful to serve our fellows, 
especially those of our own household, in the faith 
and fear of Thee. Oh, make us each to see how the 
welfare of his fellows is his own ; how we promote 
our own happiness by securing the peace and comfort 
of all belonging to us, and how Thy favor is Extended 
to all such. Thus, O Lord, shall we prosper in our 
doings, to the glory and praise of Thy holjr name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 357 

EVENING. 



O LORD, what shall we do ? Make these words 
our daily, hourly, anxious prayer, we beseech Thee. 
The morning dawns, and fresh duties meet as. What 
shall we do? be then our enquiry of Thee, O Lord; 
not in the spirit of indifference; not with carelessness; 
not as a mere form; but as from men pricked to the 
heart by Thy truth ; as immortal beings, knowing: we 
have to work out our own salvation ; and [endeavour* 
ing to do it with fear and trembling, lest we come 
short; lest we seek not Thy grace, which is sufficient 
for us, with that honest zeal which shall secure to us 
a sufficiency. One occupation rises after another ; as 
each presents itself, through each day, oh, let Thy 
spirit stay us till we have asked— What shall we do? 
Will the work, to which we are called, advance Thy 
glory, and the kingdom of Thy Christ; Will it .pro- 
mote oar eternal interests, and take us one step nearer 
heaven ? And let us remember, O Lord, that, if it do 
not this, it leads us closer to the confines of hell; 
it makes us more children of Satan ; for it is then his 
work. Tea, Lord, teach us that one Master we must 
serve, either Thee or the evil one; that for the king.- 
dom of one prince we must fight, either for Thine, or 
the Devil's, and in this knowledge let us ask ourselves 
-*— What shall we do ? And when we lie down to rest, 
let the same question arise, and let the answer be — 
Trust in the Lord, for in Him is everlasting salvation, 
and in Thy trust keep us to our lives' end, we beseech 
Thee, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



358 TUESDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 



O LORD God, exceeding good, whose mercy is 
.over all Thy works, we beseech Thee to behold us 
who are now met together in Thy dear Son's name, 
and bless us. Let the light of the day, be only as 
the brightness of our hearts in the beam of Thy coun- 
tenance, when the darkness of sin has passed away, 
and let the hours of this day witness unto all men 
that we are Thy disciples. Go forth with us into all 
its duties, and restrain us in all its pleasures ; accom- 
pany us, whether we walk abroad or remain in our 
home, and be Thou our very present help and guide 
in all things that may happen to us. Teach our lips 
to speak of Thee, and of Thy doings for us ; instruct 
our hands to work Thy work, and to labor in the faith 
and fear of Thee ; and bless Thou God, all our 
works; prosper Thou the work of our hands, oh, 
prosper Thou our handiwork. We can do nothing 
without Thee ; oh, enable us to seek Thee early and 
late, to find Thee, and to cleave to Thee, as the Rock 
where is safety and a defence. Teach us, O Lord, 
the entire and simple dependence of a true faith; the 
trust, which nothing in time can unsettle, the hope 
that grows stronger as time fades away. Establish 
these precious graces within us, that we may have 
peace; peace with Thee, and peace with the world; 
joy begun here never to end, but to increase until it 
attain its blessed fulness in the mansions of joy and 
peace for ever, at Thy right hand, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Ametu 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. " 36& 

evening; 

HEAVENLY Father, our very and eternal Lord 
God, we Thy humble creatures desire to approach* 
Thee with the feelings of filial love. We would come 
unto Thee, as Thy children by adoption and grace, 
for Thou hast chosen us in Christ Jesus. Yea, Lord, 
Thou hast, in great mercy, set before us Thy law ; 
Thou hast declared to us Thy will; Thou hast shewn 
unto Us Thy way. Each one of us is thereby called to 
come onto Thee, that we may have life. But, Lord, we 
we do not come ; we are slow of heart to believe ; we 
refuse to know, and, therefore, we cannot approach 
Thee in the faith, and with the confidence of disciples, 
of beloved children, of redeemed creatures. We 
stand afar off, and partake of pleasures which have 
no reference to The>. We refuse, when weary and 
faint, to seek our refreshment and comfort from Thee, 
and, when our souls are heavy, and the consequences 
of our sin come upon us, we do not turn to Thee, for 
pardon, peace, and deliverance. Lord, mould us 
after the likeness of Thy dear Son ; forsake us not 
utterly; cast us not out as altogether lost ; but let 
Thy Holy Spirit, for Jesus Christ's sake, strive with 
us yet more and more. May He set before us our 
duties, our responsibilities, our hopes, our reward, 
and lead us into the way of all truth, that we may 
have joy and peace in believing, for the sake of Thy 
dear Son, our Saviour, and very God, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



960 WEDNESDAY AFTER FOUBTH 

MORNING. 

O THOU good and holy God, who hast dealt so 
mercifully with us as a people, who hast so long 
preserved us from the enemy, and kept ns in safety 
when danger and distress were around and among us, 
look still, we beseech Thee, with Thy favor upon this 
land, and bless us. We do not deserve Thy favors, 
but in Christ's name we plead for them ; we have no 
claim upon Thy mercy, but in Christ and for His 
sake we ask boldly, and come unto the throne of grace 
that we may have grace and strength to help in every 
time of need. We ask that Thou wouldest let Thy 
truth have free course among us ; that Thou wouldest 
enlighten those who yet sit in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death, whilst they vainly imagine that life 
is theirs, and that they are walking in the light, and 
doing good deeds. Oh, remove this vain but prevail- 
ing delusion from the hearts of all who are so bound 
in sin ; open their eyes to see the truth as it is in 
Jesus, and not to be content with the mere shadow, 
that they bear His name, and that His mark is on 
their brows. And if we, Lord, are persuading our- 
selves that we are at ease and be saying to ourselves, 
peace, peace, when there is no peace, strive now, 
we pray Thee with us. Let Thy peace rest upon 
us, and preserve us ; let every one who from time to 
time shall meet us here, find here Thy blessing, and 
here learn to know Thee as the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent, and worship the 
Trinity in Unity now and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 361 

EVENING. 



O GOD, our very God, there is none like unto 
Thee, who only doest wondrous things; there is none 
can do as Thou doest for the children of men, and we 
are the work of Thine hand. God, impress this so- 
lemn truth upon us, as a heart conviction ; bring it 
home to us in every hour, and let it influence every 
action of our lives, the conversation of our daily walk, 
and the thoughts which occupy us hour by hour. 
Enable us to remember that we were made not only 
by, but for Thee ; that we were formed to glorify Thy 
name, and to manifest Thy power ; to evidence Thy 
love, and to establish Thy truth. And yet how little, 
O God, do we either the one or the other. We walk 
frowardly, and pay no honor to Thy name ; we shew 
not forth Thy power, for we walk as the heathen, in 
our own strength, as if we needed no power beyond 
our own. We will not receive Thy love, nor speak of 
Thy wondrous doings for us; and, though we are 
redeemed, because Thou hadst a favor unto us, yet 
we do not illustrate this truth of our God, in this our 
mortal life. Turn us, good Lord, and so shall we 
be turned ; be merciful unto us, and help us ; go not 
far from us, for vain is the help of man, but deliver 
us and keep us, let Thy glory shine in and from us r 
and establish us in every good word and work ; and 
oh, day by day, give us more of Thy strength ; day 
by day, renew us more in Thy likeness, and, in Thy 
good time, take us to Thy rest, for Jesus Christ'* 
sake, our Lord and God. Amen. 



362 THURSDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING 

O LORD our very God, and true, who requirest 
truth in the inmost parts, and wilt have all men to be 
saved, we beseech Thee to implant in us such a love 
of truth that a lie may never escape our lips, nor 
stain our doings. Enable us to hold such close 
communion with our own spirits, that we speak not 
unadvisedly so as to misrepresent or to mislead ; and 
preserve us, we earnestly beseech Thee, from the 
bold presumptuous untruth, which might serve our 
temporal interests for awhile, but which must bring 
unrest with it here, and eternal ruin in the world to 
come. We are often and sorely tempted, O Lord, 
thus to sin; we frequently desire to say and do 
things which cannot stand the scrutiny of Thy holy 
eye, the test of Thy perfect word. We vainly fancy 
we can profit ourselves, and find advantage in that 
which is not true ; and, if our neighbor be not 
injured, we flatter ourselves all is right, and well 
with us. Lord, let it be so no longer; remove 
from us such self-deceit, such sad delusion ; and 
give to us the bold front that shrinks not to proclaim 
the truth, to declare it openly and honestly, despite 
the threats of men, or the fear of consequences. 
And so establish us, that we may he known as Thy 
disciples, and trusted as Thy chosen, that we may 
bring forth good fruit, and by our life, and in our 
conversation shew forth to the world the power of 
grace and the strength of faith, for Thy dear Son's 
sake, Jesus Christ, our Lord God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 363 

EVENING. 



LORD God, Thou Governor of the Universe, 
and who orderest all things therein according to Thy 
good pleasure, we pray Thee to look upon us as a 
nation. We need Thine aid, Lord, and we require 
Thy merciful protection, for vice abounds, and in- 
iquity threatens us with ruin. The love of Thee is 
very feeble, and few possess it; the desire for Thine 
honor is weak, and men have it not ; they seek their 
own glory, they run after their own profit, and delight 
in pleasure, but they regard Thee not. Spare us, 
good Lord, spare Thy people whom Thou hast re- 
deemed ; desert not Thy chosen, nor those to whom 
Thou hast revealed Thyself by so many acts, and by 
so many proofs of love. We have been favored by 
Thee above all lands, especially that to us has been 
committed the pure word of Scripture, which we may 
read and learn without fear or threat. Enable all in 
authority to study that word, and to walk and rule by 
the holy law which it imposes on us. Open their 
eyes to see how best the welfare of a State may be 
secured, even by ruling in the faith and fear of Thee, 
and by taking the word of truth as the guide for every 
design. Let Thy Holy Spirit strive with all, high 
and low, sovereign and subjects, that we may approve 
all things honest, and may walk before Thee in the 
land of the living, letting Thy light and truth be seen 
in and through us, for the sake of Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord and God. Amen. 



364 FRIDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 

LORD our God, who givest to all men liberally 
and upbraidest not, we beseech Thee to give to us the 
increase of faith, hope, and charity. Do Thou estab- 
lish us in the faith as it is in Jesus ; enable us to see 
Him as our Mediator, and Redeemer, and to trust to 
Him as the one Anchor of the soul, the only sure 
foundation in time and for eternity. O Lord, enlarge 
our hope ; give it a firmer basis, a surer hold, that 
we may be confident in Thy promises, that we be not 
cast down nor dismayed ; that nothing come between 
us and Thee to darken the bright gleam on which we 
would look, as hope gladdens the future for our eyes. 
And, let not that greatest gift charity fail within; 
teach us how it suffereth long and is kind, and shew 
it to us in all its excellence, in all its beauty, all 
its perfectness. Make us to understand it as a divine 
emanation ; Thine essence, Lord, our God. And, 
as every act of our blessed Saviour's life exemplified 
it in its fulness and purify, enable us to shew it forth 
before all men, that they seeing our good works, may 
glorify Thee our Father in heaven. Yea, Lord, let 
it be Thy good pleasure to work in us both to will and 
to do. Suffer us not to be lead astray, to turn to 
the right hand or to the left, but guide, keep, and 
preserve us as Thine own in all things; teach us 
by sweet experience, that all Thy paths are pleasant- 
ness, and all Thy ways peace, and uphold us against 
temptation, that we may glorify Thee, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTEB. 365 

EVENING. 



O GOD, most holy, O God, most just and true, 
let Thine eat be open to our prayers, and accept our 
evening sacrifice. We have met in Thy dear Son's 
name ; let His Spirit influence us, as we pray. Give 
ti8 that sincere, and entire dependence on Thee; 
that single and simple-looking to Thee, that we 
may feel Thee our all in all, the ground of our 
faith, the source of every hope, and the only giver of 
consolation. Make us to feel that, wheresoever we 
are or whatsoever we do, Thine eye is upon us, that 
our secret thoughts are known to Thee, and that Thou 
still art our covenant God, waiting to he gracious, 
anxious to be sought, ready and desirous to deliver 
from the bonds of sin, the chains of evil which en- 
compass and enslave us. Teach us to feel this with 
a due sense of our danger; the certainty of evil, and 
eternal ruin, unless we find pardon, and then shew 
us, in all His fulness, His glory, that Saviour who, 
sitting at Thy right hand is prepared to meet all our 
necessities, to pity our infirmities, and to help us as 
a very present help in all trouble, so that we may 
secure that pardon we need, and which is found only 
through His prevailing intercession. And, blessed 
Saviour, do Thou now intercede for us, that not 
another hour pass by ere we know our pardon is 
sealed, lest in the darkness of this night we be taken 
Unawares, and die eternally. Let Thy voice prevail 
for us we pray Thee in all truth, O Jesus, our Lord 
and God. Amen. 



366 SATURDAY AFTER FOURTH 

MORNING. 



O LORD, holy, merciful, and true, who can come 
unto Thee, or who' shall stand in Thy presence. Tet 
we presume to come ; we would look up though we 
are defiled with sin, and though iniquity hath taken 
hold of us ; for our very worship must often witness 
against us ; and our words of prayer too frequently 
condemn us. But, with Thy holiness, Thou hast not 
forgotten mercy ; Thou hast remembered whereof we 
are made, that we are but dust and ashes, weak and 
miserable, and hast, therefore, given us means and 
aids by which we may learn to approach Thee, and 
approach so as to be accepted; for the name of Jesus 
gives us access to Thee, and His merits are our 
sufficiency. We have Thy truth to seal our comfort, 
and to assure us, that, coming in that name, we shall 
in no wise be cast out O Lord, we are now again met 
with the opening of another day, to seek from Thee 
the good things we need which none else can give, but 
Thou only. Let our petitions reach Thine ear, and 
be very merciful unto us, for Thy dear Son's sake. 
Shelter us during the trials of today, protect us amid 
its temptations, and be our shield and guide through- 
out its every hour. Keep our hands from every evil 
deed ; our tongues that they speak no guile ; and our 
thoughts from foolishness, lest we sin and die. Yea 
Lord, vouchsafe a ready answer, not for our merit* 
but for the love of Tby dear Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord and God. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 

evening; 



ONCE more, we are permitted, O good Lord, to 
offer our evening sacrifice at the close of a week; 
once more to meet together, that we may praise Thee 
for Thy goodness, the many proofs of love which 
Thoa hast given to ns. Blessed he Thy holy name, 
Lord, and may our hearts respond to our lips utter- 
ance of praise and thanksgiving. Life and health 
are preserved to us, and Thy goodness gave the hoon ; 
We have been fed and clothed, and Thy mercy be- 
stowed the gift ; our friends have been preserved to 
us, and to Thee we turn as the Author of this precious 
blessing; and benefits, more in number than we can 
tell, have been hourly ours. Shall we then be silent; 
shall we refuse to answer these many and repeated 
calls on our gratitude and love. Unless Thy Spirit 
move us, we know that we shall, for He only can open 
our lips to speak Thy praise in sincerity, and to 
worship Thee in truth. Oh, send that Holy Spirit 
into each of our hearts, that this meeting may be 
sanctified to our souls' comfort ; that we may rejoice 
as Thy redeemed, for whom a Saviour died, and that 
we may have the right preparation of our hearts, and 
spirits, for the duties of the morrow. Make us to 
look to its approach as a delight; to long for it, as 
for ease to a weary frame, and to make it, when it 
does come, holy unto Thee, and to spend it to Thy 
honor and glory, O Father Almighty, for Jesus 
Christ's sake our God and Lord. Amen. 



368 FIFTH SUNDAY 



MORNING. 



O ALMIGHTY God, let Thy blessing rest upon 
each one of us this day ; let Thy meroy guide us, and 
Thy love preserve us. Tis Thine own day ; oh that 
we may dedicate its hours to Thee, and ourselves, 
through them, to Thy service. Bless us in all our 
duties, and be, by Thy Holy Spirit with all near and 
dear to as. Keep them in all their doings that their 
feet slip not ; preserve them in their going out aud 
coming in, and accept their services, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Let Thy favor accompany all those who shall 
this day endeavor to teach the young; and prosper 
their work and labor of love. Make them to know 
that it is the Saviour's cause in which they are en- 
gaged ; and daily increase their zeal, and strengthen 
their patience, that they desert not their post, nor 
speak feebly the great truths they ought to impress. 
Endue them with light from on high, and give them 
prayerful spirits, that they may seek directly and con- 
tinually from Thee, who art the source of every good, 
instruction and power, and the will to work in Thy 
name, and for the advancement of the Saviour's 
kingdom. Let |the Spirit direct them ever, that they 
may take of the things of God, to shew unto the little 
ones, Thy flock intrusted to them. And bless that 
flock; add to them day by day; call them, O Lord, 
from the haunts of sins, and the dens of misery where 
they herd, and open their ears to that word which 
shall make them wise unto salvation and heirs of Thy 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Shepherd and 
Zord. Amen. 



AFTER EASTER. 36$ 

EVENING 

BY Thy great mercy, O good Lord, we are brought 
to the close of another Sabbath in which many and pre- 
cious privileges have been vouchsafed to us. We 
have been allowed to put aside the cares of busi- 
ness, the toils of life, and to meet in Thine house 
to praise Thy holy name, to offer unto Thee prayersr 
and supplications, and to hear Thy word. Yea, Lord, 
the precious Gospel has been opened for us, Thy law 
has been proclaimed to us, and Thy word, in its purity 
has been read in our ears. Grant, we beseech Thee, 
that we may not be satisfied to have been hearers only, 
but that we may be doers, of that word, lest we deceive 
our own souls, lest we satisfy ourselves with a shadow, 
and lose the substance. We know, O Lord, that it is 
easy to listen, but difficult to do; we have, from 
time to time, give attention to the warnings and pro- 
mises of Scripture, and yet found it hard to follow 
after righteousness, though we knew the reward of 
such a life, the punishment for any other. Strengthen 
each one of us, we earnestly pray Thee, that we may 
amend for the future ; that we may both hear and 
do ; both learn and work Thy work, the work of Him 
who calleth us to do it whilst the day lasts, lest, the 
night coming, we should no longer be able to put 
out our hand in diligence, or to do anything, for in 
the grave is neither repentance nor a place for work; 
as the tree falls so must it lie. For Christ's sake, * 
hear and answer we beseech Thee, gracious Lord' 
God. Amen. 

2 A 



370 MONDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



ETERNAL Lord God, give us the spirit of 
prayer now that we come before Thee with bended 
knees as the day opens upon us, and help our infir- 
mities, for we cannot pray as we ought. We often 
profess to approach Thee; we often enter into the 
courts of Thine house; and we often, in private, 
name Thy name, and take the form of worship, when 
our hearts are far away, and our thoughts wander, 
and we forget altogether what we are doing. Yes, 
Lord, the best of us must own this ; make the confes- 
sion to lead to repentance, and to precede a perfect 
amendment of life. Shew us the power and efficacy 
of prayer; illustrate its effect in each one of us, and 
give us that faith without which no prayer can benefit, 
no petitions bring down a blessing. Now, Lord, in 
mercy take our hearts into Thine hands, and let the 
words we utter with our lips find a response there ; 
let the desires which animate us be all that Thou wilt 
keep and bless us, and give us things convenient for 
us. We know not what to ask; we want much, and 
yet we may ask amiss ; we may seek for things which 
would hinder rather than promote our spiritual good ; 
we may set our affections on objects calculated only 
to draw them altogether from Thee. Give us, there- 
fore, good Lord, what we need for both body and 
soul, keep us through the trials and temptations of 
the day, and make us to live now and ever on the 
assurance of Thy love in Christ Jesus, for His sake, 
we beseech Thee. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 3tl 

EVENING. 



O HEAVENLY Father, and God, we come unto 
Thee with humble faith, and a holy hope that Thou 
wilt accept us, for the love that Thou bearest unto 
Thy dear Son. We know that Thou art tender and 
compassionate, therefore, we open our hearts unto 
Thee, and ask Thee to read there our many troubles, 
our distresses, and our wants. O Lord, they are 
many, and yet, we must own that they chiefly spring 
of our own lusts and follies. We love the world toa 
much, and so trouble ourselves about its follies, and 
its vanities. We rise early to follow its devices, and 
we late take rest, that we may participate in its unsa- 
tisfactory pursuits. We build up for ourselves hopes, 
which sickness and death banish, and we make our 
wishes into wants, and mourn over them, as if Thine 
hand were heavy upon us. Yet, Lord, we own that 
Thou art our God ; we acknowledge Thy sovereignty, 
and admit Thy right to rule over us, and Thy mercy 
when we are spared. Oh, let Thy Spirit strive with 
us more and more. Remove from us that obstinacy 
which we so much indulge, that love of self which so 
greatly predominates, and draw us, by the gentle cords 
of Thy love, to Thyself. Take us into Thine own 
hands, and mould us; fashion us after Thine own 
likeness, and let Thy grace accompany us. We ask in 
Jesu's name; may it prevail for us; may His voice 
be heard on our behalf; and keep Thou us all by 
Thy great love, to our lives* end, for His sake. 
Amen. 



372 TUESDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



O LORD, Thou hast given to us the knowledge 
of good and evil ; Thou hast shewn us the way of 
life, and the path of death has been made plain before 
us. Mercy has directed us the course we ought to 
pursue, and the Holy Spirit has been promised to 
guide us along it to our lives' end. Oh, enable us 
to exercise our knowledge, and to use our gift 
Strengthen us that we may set our minds on the 
thing which is equal ; that we may look to Thy law 
with exceeding great delight ; that we may exercise 
ourselves in deeds of love and kindness ; and that we 
may follow the example of our blessed Redeemer in 
all things. Open our lips to speak the praises of Thy 
name ; to tell of Thy wonders day by day. Make our 
delight to be in proclaiming the loving mercy of our 
God ; in telling of all the things which Thou hast 
done for us. Oh, how manifold are Thy doings for 
the children of men, who can proclaim them. And 
we have known them ; for we are fed by Thy bounty,, 
and preserved by Thy care ; we are upheld by Thine 
arm, and Thy strength is perfected in our weakness. 
There is nothing necessary for us, but Thou wilt do it, . 
and all our wants may be supplied, if we only come 
unto Thee for the supply. We come, O Lord ; we 
approach Thee in Jesu's name ; we plead. His merits ; 
help us now and ia every hour of trial and necessity, 
for His sake, for He is our hope, our only hope, 
even unto death. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 373 

EVENING. 



O THOU great and eternal One, the Author of 
truth; the only true God; to Thee must all flesh 
come, and before Thy throne must all bow. Thou art 
God in heaven above. Thy power is seen in every 
place, Thy majesty in every work ; open Thou our 
eyes to behold it. The earth is full of Thy goodness; 
so is the wide sea, and the heavens declare Thy glory. 
Day unto day uttereth speech ; and night unto night 
sheweth knowledge; enable us to hear and under- 
stand ; to read, and perceive, and so to proclaim Thy 
goodness to those round about us. As we know, so 
permit us to speak; as we learn, so to declare Thy 
will, and works, and law. And, that we may do this, 
fully and effectually, give us understanding hearts, 
and that patience which waiteth Thy pleasure uncom- 
plaining, knowing that Thy promise will surely come, 
that, though it tarry, it cannot fail, for it is sealed to 
us in the blood of Thy dear Son, it is secured to us 
by His death, and His word has made it ours. O 
Lord, let each one of us be able to say — It is mine, 
for I believe ; and help Thou our unbelief. Stablish, 
strengthen, perfect us. Keep us as the apple of Thine 
eye, and let not our condemnation be, that we have 
not loved our God, nor sought our Saviour, nor known 
the Spirit; that we have not obeyed Thee, nor walked 
in the steps of our great example ; nor followed the 
emotions of the Holy Spirit ; but accept us now as 
Thy beloved, for Jesus Christ's sake, Thy Son- 
Amen. 



374 WEDNESDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



O GOD, from whom all good gifts do proceed; 

who openest Thine hand, and fillest all things living 

with plenteousness, we bless Thee for Thy manifold 

and great mercies, for Thy love and compassion day 

by day renewed unto each one of ns. Oh, make us 

ever thankful for the bounties of Thy Providence; 

and, as we eat the food this day provided, give us 

grateful hearts, a lively sense of the mercy which 

bestows, the love which repeats it to us. Tea, Lord, 

make us each day more grateful, as more is given, 

even as each day that mercy and that love work for 

us, that our meals may remind us ever, should our 

hearts forget, from whom they all proceed, and to 

whose undeserved bounty we owe the smallest as well 

as the largest gift or good we have. And oh, pardon 

each one of us, that we have each and all so often 

forgotten this. That we have permitted days and 

months, nay even years to pass, with their crowd of 

blessings, all unremembered, all received as our due, as 

our deserts, when punishment and death were our 

deservings. Oh, that we could magnify Thy mercy 

now, ere it be too late. Oh, that we could feel the 

abundance of Thy goodness, and acknowledge it, now, 

whilst time is ours, and the day beams upon us, and 

Thy voice speaks, and an opportunity is afforded us. 

Let Thy Spirit sanctify us for the work this day, and 

keep it ever in our view, so shall we be Thy disciples 

indeed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 375 

EVENING, 

O LORD almighty, Thou art God in heaven 
above, and on the earth beneath, and all things were 
made for Thy glory. Give us to know this, and to 
seek Thee as if we were Thine, dependent on Thy 
bounty, and living by Thy love. Let us set Thee 
ever before us, as our chief desire, our only hope ; 
and, now, especially enable us to do this, whilst we 
bow before Thee as a great and terrible God, keeping 
the covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to 
them that keep His commandments. We have sinned, 
and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, 
and have rebelled, even by departing from Thy pre- 
cepts and Thy judgments; neither have we hearkened 
unto Thy servants the prophets, which have spoken 
to us, even to all the people of the land. We have 
shut our ears and refused to hear, because we were 
rebellious, and loved the things of this world, the 
pleasures of sin, though they be but for a season ; and 
have preferred them to the pleasures at Thy right 
hand for evermore. We have sinned, and done wick* 
edly. O Lord, according to all Thy righteousness, 
we beseech Thee, let Thine anger and Thy fury be 
be turned away from this land ; cause Thy face to 
shine upon Thy sanctuary ; let Thy mercy still glad- 
den us, and prosperity beam around. Lord forgive; 
hearken and defer not, for Thine own sake, and 
for the sake of Thy beloved, even Thy dear Son, -on? 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



17* . ASCENSION DAY. 

MORNING. 



O THOU holy God, who inhabitest the high and 
holy plaoe, far above out of sight, and beyond the 
the reach of mortal power, but seen by faith, and 
known to them who love Thee in sincerity and truth, 
reveal to us, we pray Thee, Thy holiness, that we may 
know whom we serve ; that we may see Thee as Thou 
art ; and may seek Thee with the devotion which Thy 
service requires, and Thy goodness merits. We were 
born in sin; sin cleaves to us as our possession; 
and our best services are tainted with it. We love 
the world much; we make it our friend, and the 
thought of death saddens our joy in the life we 
cherish ; its coming shadows dull our future's bright- 
est hopes; and yet, Lord, how often and how entirely 
have hopes been blighted, and promises been found 
fleeting and false ; for with Thee only is surety, and 
our hopes and promises have been earthly. Give os, 
we beseech Thee, hereafter higher hopes ; enable us 
to set our affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth ; purify us by a holier faith, and a more 
excellent walk, that we may grow more and more into 
the likeness of our great example and only Saviour, 
that we may follow His precepts, and shew them forth 
in all our doings ; that we may follow His steps, so 
that in and through Him we may be fitted for the 
heavenly mansions, and to dwell in Thy presence for 
evermore. Hear us for His sake, and keep us now 
and ever, we beseech Thee, O holy God. Amen. 



ASCENSION DAT. 377 

EVENING. 



O GOD, our Saviour, who dying for our sins, 
rose again for our justification, and hast ascended 
into heaven, there to sit at the right hand of Thy 
Father, until Thou shalt come again to judge both the 
quick and dead ; do Thou draw us hy the cords of 
Thy mercy and love unto Thyself; lead us hy Thy 
Holy Spirit to see our own insufficiency, that we may 
henceforth put away all self-confidence, all hope in 
ourselves, all security in worldly aid, and cleave to 
Thee, as the anchor of our hope, our only sure confi- 
dence. Let this be the one object of our lives, as it 
is the end of our being, to walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith we have been called ; to know Thee as 
the sinner's only surety, the one and only access to 
the Father ; the great atonement made for the trans- 
gressions of all mankind ; the Mediator of the new 
covenant. Purify us from all defilement of the flesh 
and spirit ; wash us that we may be clean. And take 
each member of this family and household, O Lord, 
under Thine especial guidance and protection; that 
we may meet together from time to time, and ever in 
the faith and fear of Thee. And, as Thou hast as- 
cended into the heavens, so may we also in heart 
and mind ascend thither and dwell with Thee conti- 
nually ; may we wean ourselves from this world, and 
all its vanities and follies, and become, indeed, new 
creatures in Thee, who livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 



378 FRIDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



WE again, Lord God, seek Thee in the name 
of our Redeemer, and plead His love to Thine atten- 
tive ear. Thou hast heaped fresh benefits upon as, 
and blessed us with Thy favor ; Thou hast preserved 
us through the darkness of another night ; Thou hast 
kept us from all danger, and hast, mercifully, per* 
mitted us again to meet, not only to join in one 
act of worship, but to ask of Thee, with one heart 
and one spirit, to help and assist us during the day, 
and to protect and guide us throughout its every 
hour. Oh, make us to remember that the morn- 
ing must come when we shall meet no more; 
that we must once bend the knee to Thee on 
earth for the last time, and for the last time also, 
once seek Thee by prayer. That, at the longest, the 
day is not far distant in the which our house shall 
be no longer a home to us ; when our friends can no 
longer soothe, nor our enemies distress; when the 
voice of pleasure shall fail to arouse, or the cry of 
sorrow, to startle us. Yea, Lord, impress upon us 
the truth, that life, in its duration is uncertain, and 
death, as its close, is sure; and do Thou so prepare 
and fit each one of us, during the short sojourn which 
is before us on earth, that, whenever the Master comes, 
He may find us with our loins girded, and our lamps 
burning, and a welcome on our lips, such as we should 
gladly utter to our best and dearest friend. Oh, hear 
us, good Lord, and answer for Thy Son's sake, our 
Saviour and Redeemer Jews Christ. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 379 

EVENING. 

O MERCIFUL Lord God, and gracious Saviour, 
look upon us in our meeting, and make this place a 
place of prayer; sanctify it by Thy presence, as we 
meet in Thy dear Son's name ; and, for His sake, ever 
endure us with the spirit of prayer, and supplication. 
Enable us to seek Thee with fervent petitions; to 
praise Thee with warm hearts ; to hallow Thy name 
in our lives, and to let our conversation and thoughts 
be frequently of Thee and Thy great mercies in 
Christ Jesus. Take us into Thine especial keeping, 
and watch over us withersoever we go ; that, though 
tempests surround, and storms rage ; though sorrows 
encompass, and afflictions press sore upon us, we may 
neither be discouraged nor despair, but bow the head 
with this submissive feeling in the heart, " It is the 
Lord, let Him do what Neemeth ECJm good;" with this 
exercise of holy faith, that we regard all things as 
working together for our good. And also, we beseech 
Thee, O Lord, to bless our dear friends and relations ; 
be Thou their Succour, their Helper, and Defender. 
Let Thy Spirit strive with them, that they may in all 
events and difficulties, overcome evil with good, and 
rejoice ever in Thy holy comfort. Lead them, O 
Lord, into the paths of righteousness, and give them 
peace, that peace which passeth all understanding, 
and which is only Thine to give. And in Thy due 
time, take them and us to the mansions of glory; 
yea, may we all meet there to praise Thee with one 
heart and voice for ever, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



380 SATURDAY AFTER FIFTH 

MORNING. 



O GOD, our very God, enable us now to seek Thee 
with fervent spirits, to worship Thee with sincere 
hearts, and to love Thee with the warmest affection 
of our nature. Kindle in us, day by day, more holy 
desires after Thee; more earnest longings for that 
salvation which is Thine ; and more devoted service 
and obedience to Thy will and law. Shew us Thyself 
as Thou art, a perfect, holy, and pure God, who wilt 
not excuse sin ; who requirest the most perfect obe- 
dience, and wilt punish the offender in the smallest 
point. Give us to understand how hard it is to live 
consistently with our profession, that we may strive 
with more earnestness, more zeal, and more watchful- 
ness, to walk worthy our vocation in Christ Jesus. 
Oh, we stumble continually; we are very dead and 
cold ; our hearts are numb and insensible, and we can- 
not do the things which belong unto our eternal peace. 
May these confessions, O Lord, not be idle words, 
not mere matters of course, a decent form, but the 
outpourings of contrite hearts ; and in the strength 
of that feeling which calls them forth, may we go to 
the duties of this day. Let a sense of danger, and of 
our dependence accompany us ; and do Thou be our 
shield and buckler. Stretch forth Thine arm to pro* 
tect us, and let Thy comforting spirit give us an 
assurance that we are safe, for the sake of Thy dear 
Bon Jesus Christ oar Lord. Amen. 



SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 381 

EVENING. 



WE have arrived, good Lord, at the close of 
another week, and we would praise Thee for Thy 
mercies to us during its continuance. We have had 
experience of Thy bounty day by day, and each hour 
has shewn to us Thy protecting power, Thy gracious 
influence for good. We have lived under a safe and. 
sheltering roof; we have enjoyed tho^e comforts and 
conveniences which a home affords; and we have been 
fed with food convenient for us. Our clothing has 
not failed, nor have we had the fear of nakedness or 
hunger to dim a present day. Danger has not come 
near us, nor has death been amongst us. Whilst 
sickness and distress were round about, our dwelling, 
has been safe. We would praise Thy bounty and Thy 
love for these things. We have hadlnany and repeated 
means of grace afforded, for with each morning and even- 
ing we have been called together as now, with bended 
knees to seek Thy throne, and with contrite hearts to. 
approach Thee in Christ Jesus. Lord, enable us. 
to appreciate Thy doings for us; make as so sensible 
of Thy goodness that we may seek to experience more 
and more of it every hour. Yea, Lord, teach us that, 
if we want any good thing, we must come to Thee, 
and ask, since Thou givest to all men liberally and. 
upbraidest not. Give us all we need, hut especially, 
of Thy Holy Spirit, we beseech Thep, for. Jesus. 
Christ's sake our Lord. Amen. 



362 SUNDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O ETERNAL and glorious Lord God, befi 
whom the angels bow in lowly reverence, as they yi 
to do thy bidding, and whose service is their b 
delight, enable us, we beseech Thee, though we i 
plore Thine aid as lost and miserable beings, to co 
into Thy presence with that glad and happy feeli 
which actuates them. Renew our spirits from 1 
taint of sin, the love of the world, the desire for 
honors, the hope for its goods, that Thou and Tl 
only, Lord God omnipotent, mayest reign within 
to make us Thy temples, and to purify us unto Thyg 
as chosen vessels. And again, this day, Thine o 
especial day, be Thou especially with us in its ev< 
hour, that we may perform, with diligence and zc 
the work Thou hast appointed us ; that we may spc 
of Thee, and Thy great mercies so continually ma 
fested to us ; that we may proclaim Thine unceasi 
love, and urge sinners to come unto Thee. That 
may go into Thy courts with more delight than 
could find in any worldly amusement or pleasure, a 
that we may there keep our feet, that we offer not < 
sacrifice of fools, but do unto Thee true and laudal 
service. And, Lord, accompany, we beseech Th 
every person who shall anywhere this day join < 
assembly of Thy worshipers, that united prayers m 
ascend throughout the land to Thy throne. And 
this our morning sacrifice be accepted in and throu 
our blessed Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Chri 
Amen. 



ASCENSION DAY. 385 

EVENING. 



MOST holy Lord, who wouldest not the death 
of a sinner, but that all should be converted and 
live, and who hast multiplied means of grace, and 
given every thing that can increase man's hope of 
glory, we Thine unworthy servants would now offer 
tinto Thee our unfeigned praise for the mercies of 
this day brought to us in their great and glorious 
fulness. We thank Thee that we have again been 
permitted to hear the sound of the gospel, the pro- 
mises of pardon and deliverance, and the gracious 
invitations of a holy Saviour. We bless Thee for the 
ministrations of Thy servants, who have this day 
held forth to us the truth in plainness and sincerity 
— who have shewn to us the only true light to our 
feet, the only safe lantern to our paths; and have 
told us where peace may be found, even in our refuge, 
Jesus Christ. pardon us, good Lord, because our 
thoughts have wandered even in the midst of these 
our services ; because we have loved to dwell more on 
the things of time, than upon eternal glories ; and let 
Thy dear Son plead on our behalf. Let Thy Spirit 
struggle with us for the time to come, that each re- 
turning Sabbath may find us nearer Thee as it brings 
us closer to the grave, that we may find ourselves 
renewed more and more in spirit the more frequently 
we pray in Thy courts, and may so taste and see that? 
Thou indeed art gracious ; and grant this for Jesus* 
Christ's sake our Lord and Hope. Amen. 



384- MONDAY AFTER SUNDAY 

MORNING 

O HEAVENLY Father, our gracious and mer- 
ciful God, shew Thyself to us as Thou art, our Friend, 
our Benefactor, and draw us to Thee by the cords of 
love. We cannot come of ourselves, our strength to 
come is only weaknesss. When we think it is in our 
own power to obey Thee, which we sometimes do,, 
then, teach us that we are the furthest from Thee* 
When we flatter ourselves that all is right within, 
because we wish evil to none, and would oftentimes 
stretch out our hand to ease in sickness, or alleviate 
pain, then shew us how darkly ignorant we are ; and 
remove the delusion from us, lest it be our ruin. Yea, 
Lord, teach us that our nature is corrupt ; that all its 
tendencies are evil; that it is ever imagining sin, and 
endeavoring to encompass iniquity. Do this, we ear- 
nestly entreat Thee, Lord, if it be at a dear cost ; 
and, if nothing else will do it, let Thy heavy hand be 
upon us, that suffering in the body, we may be saved 
in the spirit. But, rather, good Lord, induce us to 
listen to the sweet voice of love; to the gentle accents 
with which a fond Parent calls bis children unto him; 
for so Thou sometimes speakest unto Thine own. 
Let mercy be the persuasive with us who meet here,, 
from time to time, in Jesu's name, and let us study 
Him in His holy walk and conversation, that we may 
be a household knit together in heavenly bands, and 
fearing, and serving Thee all our days. And grant, 
this for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ, our Lard 
and God. Amen. 



AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 385; 

EVENING. 

LORD our God, King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, we seek Thy favor and grace ; we ask Thee to 
>e present with us, and to bless us. We would learn 
» know Thee more completely, and we would worship 
Thee more entirely, but we are not able to do this ; 
>ur flesh and our strength fail; but be Thou our sup- 
x>rt, and stay, Lord our God, and we are secure ; 
rain then will be the assaults of the evil one within, 
tnd the attacks of men without. But, above all things,, 
indue us, we beseech Thee, with humble spirits; root 
rat that pride which lurks in the heart of e\ery one 
>f us ; that self-confidence which mars our best hopes, 
ind prevents Thy indwelling in us. And enable us 
prove our humility before Thee, by a cheerful and 
villing and active obedience and submission to every 
>rdinance of man, for Thy sake. Silence within us all 
rebellious thoughts, all evil imaginings, all proud and 
presumptuous stirrings of disaffection and disquiet. 
Remove from among us every thought but of humble 
)bedience to Thy law in its smallest point. Make us 
to be of one heart and one mind ; give us the spirit 
which was in Christ Jesus, who paid tribute, who 
>beyed the laws, and despised not authority; for so is 
rhy will, Lord ; and only so can we walk worthy of 
rar vocation in Jesus Christ, and adorn the doctrine 
)f God our Saviour in all things. And oh, grant that 
we deceive not ourselves with a show of obedience, 
when we do not obey in heart, but enable us to know 
rarselves, and Thy law, and to walk in it all the day* 
>f our life, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

2 B 



386 TUESDAY AFTER SUNDAY 

MORNING. 



LET Thy mercy be revealed for as, Lord, and 
Thine ear be attent to our prayer ; let the name of 
Jesus, which hallows our meeting, make it acceptable 
in Thy sight, and cause us to rejoice in it as a sacri- 
fice which has been pleasing unto Thee. O Lord, 
make these stated times of prayer, times of refreshing 
to our souls, of comfort to our weary spirits, of grace 
and blessing from on high. Increase in us, day by 
day, a love for them. Enable us to understand them 
more fully the oftener we meet; that we may see them 
as types of another meeting, when the Lord of the 
sheepfold shall come to gather his flock, even such, 
though only such, as have loved to gather themselves 
together in His name. Thou lovest, most gracious 
God, to hear Thy people pray; Thou longest for the 
outpourings of grateful, waiting hearts; of hearts 
bowed down by a sense of sin, which weighs upon 
them heavily, yet rejoicing in that mercy which is 
ready to lift them up, and to give the oil of joy for 
mourning; to make glad the contrite one ; to speak 
peace where there is no peace, and to write the name of 
the truly penitent in the book of life, Lord, give 
us that true repentance ; speak to us comfortably ; and 
favor us with the happy assurance that our names are 
recorded with those of Abraham, and the list of the 
faithful unto the coming of our God, to whom, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, we would ascribe all honor, 
might, majesty, and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



AFTER ASCENSION DAT. 387 

EVENING. 



O THOU adorable Lord Jehovah, Thou eternal 
Saviour Jesus Christ, accept us, we beseech Thee. As 
Thou hast proved Thy love to man by so many mer- 
cies, by such unbounded love ; by compassion, by 
suffering, by pity, and, more, by death, a death cruel 
and ignominious, and inflicted by Thine own people 
and kindred, and companions; and as Thou hast 
left Thy Spirit to assist us, and to prove still further 
Thine undying love ; oh, look upon us, who need the 
extreme Thy mercy can afford, all Thy love can grant. 
Satan is very busy around and for us ; he lures by 
tempting pleasures; he promises fair things; he pro- 
phesies for us deceits in fair words, and gives to life 
the bright smiles of happiness, and we are conti- 
nually deceived and led astray. Pardon, good Lord, 
and remember not our offences, nor the offences of our 
forefathers ; neither take Thou vengeance of our sins; 
spare us, whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy most 
precious blood, and be not angry with us for ever. 
Keep us as a household for which Thou hast a favor ; 
let Thy light shine into every dark heart, and Thy 
Spirit dispel every gloomy and evil thought and ima- 
gination, that we may have joy and peace in believing; 
that we may have boldness to come as Thy redeemed, 
and to claim from Thee all Thy promises ; that we 
may remember all Thy love, forbearance, and compas- 
sion, and still cling unto Thee, for Thou art our only 
Saviour and Lord. Amen. 



38$ WEDNESDAY AFTER SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD God almighty, in whose hands are the 
issues of life and death, and who orderest all things in 
heaven and on earth, look upon us in mercy and com- 
passion, and bless us in all our degrees and relations 
of life. Be with us as a nation ; he gracious unto our 
Queen, and direct her hy Thy Spirit, that she may 
seek Thy glory in her reign, and adorn the doctrine 
of God her Saviour in all things. Give to her Sena- 
tors wisdom and discretion ; open to them Thy law, 
as the rule of every action, and their guide in every 
council ; as their director here, since it must witness 
for or against them hereafter. Bless in an especial 
manner our Bishops and Pastors; give them light 
from on high ; endue them with spirital wisdom and 
strength; make them faithful under- shepherds; dili- 
gent, and zealous, and watchful for those over whom 
they are set, as Thine own people entrusted to them 
for good. Overrule the councils of the Parliament 
now assemhled in every act, that all may be done to 
the advancement of Thy glory, the good of Thy 
Church, the safety, honor, and welfare of our Sove- 
reign and her dominions ; that all things may be so 
ordered and settled by their endeavors, upon the best 
and surest foundations, that peace and happiness, 
truth and justice, religion and piety, may be estab- 
lished among us for all generations ; and that Thy 
name may be magnified in this land, and made known 
by us far and wide, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and God. Amen. 



AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 38> 

EVENING. 



O GOD, the God of truth, Thou holy One and 
true, hear us, we beseech Thee, as we ask Thy bless- 
ing upon us. We have met in Thy dear Son's name, 
and we would seek Thy favor, through Him, upon 
our household and its duties. Give to each one of us 
such a love of truth, such honesty, such diligence, 
such zeal, that we may in all things approve ourselves 
as Thy disciples. Take from us every prejudice and 
feeling which may interfere with the single service of 
Thee, which Thy gospel requires. Turn our eyes to 
the word of life and light, that we may there read Thy . 
law in its purity and perfectness, untainted by the 
gloss of human invention, unshorn by the will of 
foolish man. And, having found there Thy truth, 
strengthen us, O Lord, by Thy Spirit, to walk therein 
all the days of our life. Enable us, not only to exem- 
plify this rule in our every action, but to speak of it 
with our lips, and to enforce it by every means in our 
power. Shew us that, in deceiving others, we only the 
more grievously deceive ourselves ; that we rob our- 
selves of Thy favor, and insure to ourselves misery 
as our portion in the world to come. It is Thy Spirit's 
work ; oh, work it in us, we beseech Thee, that we 
may press forward to the prize of our high calling in 
Christ Jesus, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, 
we would ascribe all honor, glory, power and domi- 
nion, now and for evermore. Amen. 



390 THURSDAY AFTER SUNDAY 

MORNING. 



LORD, hide not Thy face from us, though we 
have broken Thy covenant. Let not Thine anger be 
kindled against us, though we have forsaken Thy law, 
and followed our own imaginings, and done evil con- 
tinually. We have gone astray, like sheep that 
are lost, and who shall recall us ; we have wandered 
far away into the wilderness, and who shall bring us 
back. Lord, rise in Thy might and help ; let Thy 
mercy do excellent things for us, and Thine arm be 
stretched forth on our behalf. Lead us, as Thou didst 

• Thy chosen ones of old, and work for us ; but oh, 
give us obedient hearts, prayerful spirits, submissive 
wills. Open our mouths with a song, even a thanks- 
giving unto our God. Let our voices be heard early 
and late speaking unto our Saviour and our Lord, in 
words of earnest prayer, in deep supplication, for He 
only is mighty to save, and in Him is surety. And 
do Thou especially look upon this family and house- 
hold ; blot out the offences of each one of us, for we 
have all much need of pardon. Pardon also those 
who are near and dear to us; give to all Thy grace 
and heavenly blessing. Let Thy truth spread and 
multiply, and many be daily turned unto Thee, that 
peace and prosperity may reign among us, that the 
land may give her increase, and we may know Thee 

from the least to the greatest to be our reconciled 
God in Christ Jesus, in whose name we ask, and 

further in whose words we pray : — Our Father 



AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 331 

EVENING. 



O LORD God, from whom is every good and 
perfect gift,' we dare to come into Thy presence with 
our earnest petitions that Thou wo oldest perfect in 
tis holiness in the fear of Thee. We are strangers 
and pilgrims here on earth; we are journeying to 
another country. Here we have no abiding city, 
but we look for one, even in the heavens, because 
Jesus died that we might live with Him there for ever. 
Oh, let our walk be as if we felt this; suffer us not 
to he weary or to loiter; let not our hearts faint, nor 
our spirits sink, because sorrows meet us, and troubles 
encompass. Bear Thou us up, Lord, and give 
Thine holy angels charge over us in all our ways, 
lest our feet slip. We often stumble, for difficulties 
meet us; we often delay, for dangers threaten; we 
cannot press onward as we would and ought; because 
we trust to ourselves and there is no strength in us. 
Give us the strength we so much need, good Lord ; 
refresh us amid the toils of life, and help us through 
its many difficulties. Yea, Lord, let us help each 
other; open our mouths to speak with affectionate 
kindness, as we sit together, of the things which 
belong unto our peace, that we may lay them to heart, 
that we may consider our latter end and be wise, that 
we may grow in grace, and advance in the way of 
salvation. And do this, we beseech Thee, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and God. Amen. 



392 FRIDAY AFTER SUNDAY 



MORNING 



O LET us rejoice in the Lord, let us praise His 
holy name. Let us tell of His wondrous works, and 
declare His goodness. He is our God and Saviour, 
and hath done marvelous things for us. From our 
youth He hath sustained us, and He keeps us in every 
hour ; He shields us from danger, and giveth us the 
blessings of health and peace ; and His mercy is in 
every place. Lord, hear us, and open our mouths 
that we may speak Thy praise ; strengthen us by Thy 
grace, that we may shew it forth in our life and con- 
versation. Open our eyes to read it in the obedience 
of all created things but man; for all obey Thee. 
We walk abroad and see the seasons, Thy glad mes- 
sengers, calling into being the herb, and bud, and 
fruit, as the sunshine beams or burns upon them. We 
mark the rain gladdening creation, and growing ver- 
dure ready at its call. The heavens declare Thy 
glory and the firmament sheweth Thy handy-work. 
The winged fowls sport through the air to do the 
part Thy providence has assigned them; and even the 
minutest insect obeys the instinctive biddings of Thy 
will. Oh, pardon us, that we, gifted with reason, and 
girt with strength, should wander from Thee our 
great and gracious God, and trust to ourselves for 
good and happiness; and help us to that wisdom 
which only can make us wise, whose way is salvation; 
and preserve us by Thy Spirit from further presump- 
tion ; that we may indeed rejoice in Thee and praise 
Thy holy name God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 393 

EVENING. 



O LORD, our trust, vain is the help of man, 
vain every hope fixed ou this world, all confidence 
placed on any thing human. Thou art God in 
heaven above, and rulest over all; Thou openest Thine 
hand, and fillest all things living with plenteousness ; 
Thy mercy is over all Thy works. Thy goodness is 
shewn in every place, and Thy faithfulness and truth 
are known to the sons of men. Yet we have trusted 
in others; we have looked to ourselves; we have said, 
we are men, and who shall gainsay us, and we have been 
as if we were gods. Yet evil has been present with 
us ; our hopes have vanished as a mist ; our joys have 
made to themselves wings, and flown away; our 
schemes have been blighted ; and our best prospects 
have withered ere they were matured. And so Thou, 
O Lord, hast mercifully warned us, and reasoned with 
us. Thou hast shewn us how vain is flesh to save 
and help, when a Saviour died ; though He came to 
save from death and the grave, when the Lord of 
peace could not bring peace. Oh, mercifully continue 
Thy warnings to us though they be severe ; deal with 
us, as with those whom Thou wouldest have as Thy 
children indeed, and keep our feet in the right way; 
speak to us of a hereafter where all is joy, a heaven 
where is eternal rest, and lead us to Him who is gone 
before to prepare a place for us, and hear us now and 
ever for His sake, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



394 SATURDAY AFTER SUNDAY 

MORNING. 

O LORD, whose eyes are over the righteous, and 
whose ears are open to their prayers, look upon us in 
this our meeting, and hear the prayers which we 
would now ntter to Thee, in the name of our adorable 
Saviour, Jehovah Jesus. We would ask Thee to take 
us, each one, into Thine especial care and keeping, and 
to relieve the necessities of each, as Thou seest fit 
Mould us in accordance with Thy holy law; set before 
us the perfect example of Him who went about doing 
good, in whose mouth was no guile, and who, by pa- 
tience exercised Himself in trials, and sufferings 
keen and many. Enable us to study and to under- 
stand His love, so even, so continuous, so vast ; and 
endue us with a like spirit, that we may be found to 
continue in well doing, seeking to occupy ourselves 
on behalf of others, and in the promotion of Thy 
kingdom and glory. Give us grace to refrain our 
tongue, that unruly member, that we speak no evil ; 
that we utter no malice, that we offend not in any 
word. Oh, make us especially careful, lest we be 
moved to angry words, to vain language, to unprofit- 
able conversation, for we are warned that every idle 
word shall witness against him who speaks it at the 
last Be ever present with us when we are tried by 
anger ; when our spirit would arise, oh, then be Thou 
nigh to help, and to restrain us by Thy good Spirit 
And perfect us, according to the perfection of Jesus, 
and hear us for His sake now and ever, we most 
humbly beseech Thee. Amen. 



AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 995 



EVENING. 



ALMIGHTY God, we come before Thee, at 
be close of another week, confessing our sins, and 
eeking from Thee that forgiveness which it is Thine 
nly to grant. O Lord, be merciful unto us, and let 
ot the offences of which we have been guilty during 
ts progress witness against us at the last day ; but 
3t our penitence be sincere, and the atonement of our 
laviour effectual on our behalf. Enable us, this 
ight, as we retire to our rest, to examine ourselves, 
nd whereinsoever we have done amiss, to seek Thy 
ardoning grace and mercy. Shew us our sin in its 
infulness; in its rebellion against Thy divine 
lajesty; in its ingratitude against Thy bountiful 
Providence, and in its awfully ruining consequences, 
fake us to understand its nature and character, so 
lat we may hate all sin with a perfect hatred, and, re- 
en ting of the past, may strive earnestly for that strength 
hich shall keep us for the future, that we offend not 
s we have done. > And, O Lord, in mercy keep us 
lis night ; preserve us from all danger ; and let us 
ot lie down upon our beds until we have sought Thee 
1 the silence of our own chambers, and asked, each 
>r himself, Thy protecting love. Let our rest be re- 
•eshing, a renewing of our weakened energies for 
le holy and delightful duties of the morrow; and 
uicken us for them; shew them to us as blessed 
rivileges, means of grace, through our Saviour Jesus 
hrist, and faith in His blood. And in his name we 
ow and ever ask Thee to hear us, Lord our God. 



3% WHITSUNDAY. 

MORNING. 



O GOD arise, and let Thine enemies be scattered ; 
let them also that hate Thee flee before Thee. Like 
as the smoke vanisheth so shalt Thon drive them 
away; and like as wax melteth at the fire, so let the 
ungodly perish at Thy presence, God. But, Lord, 
be merciful unto us, and spare us ; send Thy Holy 
Spirit upon us, in His fulness and power, to open our 
understandings, and to touch our hearts, that we may 
read Thy word and so profit thereby, that we may be 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. May He 
dwell with us now and ever; and may His quickening 
influence direct our every thought and action. May 
He purify us from the taint of sin, and teach us its 
exceeding sinfulness; may He shew us our God in 
His purity and holiness, and convince us how impos- 
sible it is for any unholy thing to stand before Him. 
May He strive with us, especially on this day, and be to 
us as cloven tongues of fire, burning into us, and 
being visibly seen by our lives and actions, that all 
men may know us to be Thy disciples, and that we 
may evermore rejoice in His holy comfort ; yea, that 
each one of us may rejoice with joy unspeakable; 
may stand in Thy presence, as before a kind and 
loving Father rather than an angry and just Judge. 
These things we seek, Lord, through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee, in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 397 

EVENING. 



THE Sabbath is closing, another day of grace is 
nearly ended, means and opportunities many and 
great have passed away, O Lord, and what have we 
done. The voice of Thy minister has sounded in our 
ears ; the united prayers of a congregation have min- 
gled with the words of our lips; and Thy praises 
have been said and sung in Thine own house where we 
were, O Lord ; and again may we ask ourselves, what 
have we done. Pardon us, good Lord, that we have 
done so little in Thy service, as Thy disciples, and to 
Thy honor and glory. Shew us our great sin ; con- 
vince us of our iniquity, lead us to Thyself for 
pardon, give us Thy Holy Spirit to direct us for the 
future, and let our peace be sealed through the blood 
of the covenant. Oh, let not the enemy triumph over 
us; for he is mighty and strong, and we are very weak; 
but endue us with Thy strength, and give to us the 
victory over the evil one. And do Thou, we beseech 
Thee, pardon the many short-comings this day of all 
Thy worshiping servants, wheresoever they may be. 
Teach us all better things, that since we have been 
baptised with water, we may prove also that the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost has been ours ; that He is our 
hope, and guide, though at times we look away, and 
depart from Him ; that to Him only do we seek for 
any sanctifying influence, and in His strength rejoice, 
as our Comforter, our exceeding great friend and stay, 
through Jesus .Christ, our Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen. 



398 MONDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O LORD, our very God, the Maker and Preserver 
of all things, and to whom all flesh must come, we 
beseech Thee, in Thy mercy, to teach us the way unto 
Thee here ; put our feet into Thy paths ; lead us in 
the right way, that we may be prepared to dwell with 
Thee for ever hereafter. Yea, Lord, do Thou, of Thy 
great goodness, pour out upon us the precious gift of 
Thy Holy Spirit, to direct, sanctify, and govern both 
our hearts and minds ; to overrule our evil wills, to 
destroy our earthly affections, and to keep alive within 
us the heavenly truths which we from time to time 
have learned. We have been privileged, Lord, 
thanks to Thy great love, to attend Thine ordinances, 
and to listen to Thy word ; the voice of rebuke and 
warning has sounded for us; the words of instruction 
have been uttered in our ears ; and often have we felt 
Thy godly motions within us; but we have turned 
away again, and shewn our love to be for the world 
more than for Thee, and that our affections were here 
and not on heaven. Oh, grant now that change which 
must precede an entrance to a heavenly rest ; let us 
not be building our hopes from an earthly foundation, 
but, looking unto Jesus in all things, let us raise oar 
fabric of faith, and work in Thy strength whilst the 
day lasts, that, in the end we may-attain unto eternal 
life, and joy, in the presence of our God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, for ever and ever. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 399 

EVENING. 



O LORD our God, Thy mercies are manifold, 
who shall declare them ; Thy love is all pervading, 
who can measure it. The mind of man cannot do 
this ; nor the heart of man, for it is evil continually ; 
it loves life, and trusts to worldly wealth, and ease, 
and profit, whilst things of eternity are allowed to 
pass away. Each day proves this to every one of us, 
O Lord. Stretch forth then Thine hand in mercy to 
save, and let Thy right hand deliver us. As Thou 
didst of old lead Thy people through the wilderness, 
so lead us, God. Let Thy mercy lighten upon us, 
and Thy truth help us. Vain, Lord, is the help of 
man ; all his endeavors are vain, and his strength is 
vanity. His labor profiteth him nothing, and no suc- 
cess attends them, if Thou give not the blessing. 
But Thou art all- sufficient; Thou art the rod and 
staff of every one who will come to Thee for help and 
support. Oh, be Thou nigh unto us ; and help us to 
draw nigh unto Thee. Let these our petitions come 
into Thy presence, for Christ is our Advocate ; hear 
our prayer, for He is our Mediator, and be merciful 
unto us, and give us life, for He died that we might 
live. Teach our hearts to rejoice in Thee, God, 
with exceeding great joy ; give us that peace which 
the world, with all its allurements, can never give, 
and which with all its troubles, and distresses, it can 
never take away ; and hold us secure in Thy hand 
through every hour, for Jesus Christ's sake, our Lord 
God. Amen. 



400 TUESDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O LORD, with whom dwell the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and in whose hands are the issues 
of life and death, we heseech Thee to look upon us, 
who are yet struggling against the trials of time, and 
who are subjected daily to the assaults of temptation. 
Look upon us in pity, and let Thy compassion wake 
for us ; let Thy Spirit strive with us, and teach us 
the things which belong unto our peace before they be 
hid from our eyes. Our days are short; time is very 
brief; we walk today in the sunshine of life, and to- 
morrow the shadows of death overtake us ; we rejoice 
today in the pleasures and profits of this world, and 
the next day shews us that they are but vanity and 
vexation of spirit, for at Thy breath they have fled 
away and are not. O Lord, shew us where is true 
and lasting pleasure, even at Thy right hand for 
evermore; explain to us what is real profit, even to 
gain heaven, and an eternity of joy. And let us seek 
them through Him who has made them ours; yea, 
who has given them to each one of us, if we will only 
put forth our hand and lay hold of them. Thou 
wouldest not that any should perish; Thou hast 
given us assurance of this in the death of Thy dear 
Son ; and Thou daily provest it to us by the whisper- 
ings of conscience, and the warnings of Thy provi- 
dence. Oh, save us, and deliver us, preserve and 
strengthen us, and keep us by Thy Spirit to the great 
day, for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 401 

EVENING. 



O LORD, how manifold are. Thy works, in wisdom 
hast Thou made them all ; the earth is full of Thy 
goodness; every day renews it to us; every hour 
shews it in brighter colors, and every moment is its 
sure evidence. Thine hand, O Lord, is ever stretched 
forth for good, Thine arm is ever extended in mercy; 
for Thou wouldest preserve that which Thou hast 
created, and for us man and for our salvation did a 
Saviour die, even Jesus Christ the righteous, and He 
is the propitiation for our sins. O Lord, teach us to 
learn the great truth of Thy love, from its abundant 
evidence which surrounds us. Enable us to read it 
in our own preservation, our security from danger, 
our health, our strength, and all that we partake of 
and enjoy, here ; but more in our hopes, those hopes 
so abundantly held out to us, of an eternity of joy, a 
rest from labor, and an unending participation in the 
glories of Thy presence hereafter. Yea, Lord, turn 
our eyes often to the sacred records of Thy love, writ- 
ten for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come; and for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope. And enlarge our view of them, let Thy Holy 
Spirit open our hearts to receive them, that they may 
become our rule and guide in all things, until our 
life itself be one offering of praise to Thee, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

2 c 



402 WEDNESDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 



O GOD eternal and invisible, who rulest 
ven above, and on the earth beneath, and who o 
all things according to Thy good will and pi 
we beseech Thee to take us into Thine especia 
ing, to bless and to preserve us. We have expe: 
hitherto much of Thy love ; we have been pn 
from infancy unto this day by Thy grace; w 
had from Thee every blessing which has surr 
us; and it is Thine hand only which has 1 
from danger and death. O Lord, teach i 
to read and to understand these mercies; i 
us, that we may lay" them to heart and ponde 
them ; that we may think of them as we walk 
and as we lie down ; and that we may talk c 
with our fellows. Send upon us more and i 
Thy Poly Spirit continually, that we may be 
seek Thee with more fervor and diligence 
greater earnestness, and with a more true desi 
we have hitherto done to approve ourselves 
disciples. Let the spirit which was in Christ 
be also in us; as he went about engaged in Th 
ness, and seeking only the salvation of sinn 
he occupied Himself in doing good, and givi 
dence in the world that His errand was one of 
and love. And let Thy grace be our strength, a: 
Spirit our Guide and Comforter now and ever, i 
dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ our Lord. Ame: 



WHITSUNDAY. 403 

EVENING. 



LORD most high and holy, our God, we come 
before Thee as our Maker from whom we have re- 
ceived every thing we possess, and we beseech Thee 
as our Redeemer, from whom we hope to receive all 
we need. Our need is great, O Lord, and yet we ask 
boldly, for our confidence is strong. Jesus Christ 
has died, and, therefore, we may live, and this is the 
ground of our hope and our confidence for ever. Be 
merciful unto us and keep us in such hope whatever 
may betide ; if sorrows come, still sustain us, and enable 
us to keep ever in view that heaven where we would 
be, and that Saviour, who died to purchase it for us. 
Remove not from us the confidence with which Thou 
hast strengthened us, Lord ; but increase it daily. 
Let the events of every day be such as may tell 
us of Thyself as a God of love and mercy ; and oh, 
let our consciences bear testimony that we have read 
those events aright. And, with the close of each day, 
bring us to serious self-examination ; open to us our 
hearts, and grant us the light of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may see them in all their deformity ; that we 
may trace within them the lines of evil which are 
so closely coiled, and then give us strength and grace 
to cast them out, that Thou mayest dwell therein and 
bless us. We need Thy blessing; we need all Thy 
love ; oh, let us not cast them from us when so freely 
offered. Hear and grant these our petitions, we pray 
Thee, for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



4(H THURSDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O LORD, another day has dawned upon us, and 
we are safe ; another night has passed away, and we 
have been preserved, and blessed. Thou hast given 
to us the refreshment of sleep ; Thou hast kept us 
from all danger. Oh, let us praise Thy holy name 
for these among Thy many mercies and benefits ; let 
us say unto Thee, Thou art our God, and our salva- 
tion. And, do Thou, O Lord, go forth with us this 
day to protect in every hour, and under every trial 
Temptations will overtake us, be Thou nigh to help; 
disappointments may arise, be Thou with us to 
strengthen and support; pleasure may dazzle, or 
profit delight, let then Thy hand be present to save 
us from sin, lest we be led to fix our hearts upon them,' 
lest we be lifted up, and think that all is so bright 
here, we need not give our minds to aught beyond the 
present, and this life. Thou, Lord, knowest what is 
best for us; Thou only canst tell what will most surely 
work for oar salvation, and secure to us a place in the 
heavenly mansions. We would, therefore, put our- 
selves into Thy hands ; we would now ask Thee to 
take us into Thine especial care and protection, to 
watch over us, and to guard us. Be Thou the espe- 
cial Guardian of this house ; keep every one who may, 
from time to time, dwell among us under the shadow 
of Thy wings, and. let Thy peace be ever with and 
follow us, that we may live in safety, and know that 
Thou art God indeed, to the glory and honor, of Thy 
Dame, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 405 

EVENING. 

LORD, what is man that Thou art mindful of 
Him, or the Son of man that Thou visitest him. We 
have deserved nothing from Thee, and yet Thou con- 
descendest to be our God, and Guide ; because Thy 
mercy endureth for ever. Thou lovest us, and 
Thou hast redeemed us from sin and death, and all 
Thou askest is that we should make that redemption 
sure. Enable us, good Lord, to lay it to heart. Make 
us to remember that we were born in sin and the 
children of wrath; that we were under condemnation; 
that we had no hope, and no assurance, none to look 
to, and none to help, when Thy dear Son came to die 
for us, that we might possess all these things. Time 
is passing rapidly away, and yet we neglect them; our 
days flee, and yet we do not secure them. Lord, 
help us to work out our salvation. Shew us our 
daring iniquity, and our folly, because we might live 
and we will not ; we might rejoice, but we refuse that 
joy which faith must impart; we might have heaven 
as ours, and we prefer earth with all its sorrows, and 
its trials. Again, and again, Lord, strengthen us 
to come unto Thee for help ; shew us more plainly 
our need, and be very merciful unto us. Let this 
night witness to Thee, by the private supplications, 
and the earnest cries which we shall offer in our own 
chambers, that we wish to live, and bless every 
one of us, for Jesu's sake, with that life which is not 
of time, but eternal, which is not only now but here- 
after, even with Thee, and Thy dear Son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ in heaven. Amen. 



406" FRIDAY AFTER 

MORNINGf 



O ALMIGHTY God, who seest what is in man, 
we beseech Thee so to impress that great truth upon 
each one of us, that we may be led to examine 
ourselves, and to prove ourselves, lest, while we count 
ourselves Thy faithful servants, we stand as deceivers 
before Thee. Yea, Lord, lead us, with each morning's 
dawn, to bring ourselves to the test of Thy holy word; 
to read there the things which Thou requirest from 
man, and then to turn our eyes inwards, to learn if 
our thoughts and intentions are all in accordance with 
its strict requirements. We are too careless in this 
matter ; we rise up from our beds, as if Thou wert 
not ; as if all must be well ; and as if neither disease 
nor death could come nigh us. We meet our compa- 
nions with the laugh of pleasure or thoughtlessness, 
and we pass too many of our days without God in the 
world ; Thou art not in all our thoughts, neither do 
we trouble ourselves to walk as our great Example 
walked, in holiness before Thee, and in good works 
towards all men. Lord, pardon and give us true 
repentance; let godly sorrow reign in our hearts, 
and holy love stir them ; let our risings be to bless 
Thy name, and our goings forth to do Thy work ; 
and enable us to prosper in it, that our days may be 
spent in cheerfulness; that we may rejoice in Thy 
goodness, and glorify Thy name, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, to whom with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 407 

EVENING. 

LET Thine ear, O Lord, be attent unto our 
prayers ; let the lifting up of our hands be an even- 
ing sacrifice. We come into Thy presence in the 
name of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and trusting in 
His merits. Thou hast loved to hear Thy people plead 
His name ; for He is very dear unto Thee. Oh, give 
us such love, that we may love Him with all our 
heart, and mind, and strength ; that we may cleave 
to Him, as to our best Friend ; that we may look to 
Him as our only Saviour, and may tell of all His 
doings on our behalf. We love the world, and the 
things of the world ; we follow after pleasure, and the 
creatures of time; objects of sense please us, and our 
hearts are soon set upon them. Oh, wean our affec- 
tions from such unprofitable things; draw us away 
from such vain attachments, and set before us, in His 
fulness, Jesus dying that we might live ; Jesus suf- 
fering that we might have peace ; Jesus bearing pain,' 
and scorn, that we might have ease and glory. And 
let Thy Holy Spirit so work in us, that He may make 
such contemplations profitable to our souls ; that He 
may give us an abiding sense of our Saviour's good- 
ness, and such heavenly desires as may fit us to dwell 
for. ever with Him in heaven. Yea, Lord, teach us to 
set our affections on things above, and not on things 
on the earth, that we may live unto Thee, and die 
unto Thee, and dying, be Thine for evermore. Oh ? 
grant this for the sake of Him, who died that we 
might live, Jesus Christ our Saviour, Lord, and 
God. Amen. 



408 SATURDAY AFTER 

MORNING. 

O GOD, most holy, everlasting, and true, do 
Thou take now the heart of each of us in Thine hand, 
and mould and fashion it, that it may he made holy 
unto Thee. Let it he the fountain of good, bringing 
forth things acceptable in Thy sight, that our conver- 
sation may be of Thee, our goings towards Thee, and 
all our doings for Thee and in Thy service, O holy Lord 
God. Teach us Thine everlasting covenant in Christ 
Jesus ; that mercy which Thou hast reserved in all 
time, for all men, who will seek it from Thee through 
Him. Shew us by faith the heaven which is prepared 
for Thy people, the everlasting habitations of rest and 
peace where we may all be if we will. And impress 
upon our hearts and minds that Thou art true, and 
requirest truth in the inward parts ; that Thou wilt 
not receive, nor look upon, save in Thy wrath, any 
one who deceives, or denies the troth. Teach us the 
nature of this holy qualification for the mansions of 
glory, that we may not be deluding ourselves, and 
sacrificing our own souls, whilst we are vainly per- 
suading ourselves that all is peace within. Give ns 
that constant watchfulness, without which we must 
err against the truth continually, for we are prone to 
go astray and speak lies; we profess with our lips what 
the hands have not done, and because man sees not 
the lie we think we are safe. Oh, be merciful unto 
us, teach, and keep and bless us with holiness and 
truth now henceforth and for ever, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 



WHITSUNDAY. 409 

EVENING 



LORD, how great is Thy mercy, and how 
boundless Thy love ; vainly could we try to recount 
Thy doings for us ; vainly endeavor to tell of Thy 
goodness, which every hour renews, and every moment 
multiplies. Another week is now closing upon us, 
with its array of them ; and we would try to utter 
forth Thy praise, and tell of Thy wonders in the voice 
of thanksgiving. Oh, open Thou our lips, that we 
may do this ; bless our opportunities of thus meeting 
in Thy dear Son's name, and make us to feel that it 
is good for us to be here, since Thou hast promised 
to be with those who so meet, and to answer the united 
petitions of those who so ask. Enable us, O Lord, 
to ask and receive, that our joy may be full. And, 
ere we retire to our quiet rest, give us the happy as- 
surance that our week has not been spent in vain ; 
that we have not wasted all its precious hours, nor let 
slip treasures of mercy in neglected means of grace ; 
but, where we have done amiss, and we must confess 
that our doings have been far'from agreeable to Thy 
holy and pure law, oh, pardon, and give us a sincere 
repentance ; make us to understand our danger, since 
we practised evil in the light of knowledge, and 
against conviction, and so lead us day by day, that 
we may day by day learn more fully to understand 
Thee, and to love and serve Thee better, until we 
arrive at the end of a being blest by Thy favor and 
spent in Thy service, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and God. Amen. 



ESD OF VOL. L 



END OF VOL. I. 



PBINTKD BY W. HEYTTQN, 35, CHEAPSIDE, LANCASTER. 



